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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, January 7, 2008 at 7:54 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Jenny Uptegrove






                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





ABSENT:


Council Members:      Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)


                                    Frank Righetti (excused)
  



Also Present:

Janice G. Allen, Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:  


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after money reported missing from the construction office but not in a police report.  Mr. Bernstein confirmed that there is an ongoing investigation regarding the matter.


Frank Stabile, 160 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, said that he was pleased to report positive forward movement with the Economic Development Committee.  He advised that the Vornado property on eastbound Route 22 would soon be host to a major Circuit City retail facility.  The McDonald property on westbound 22 will be a five-store layout with an attractive façade.  He advised that the diner site near Best Friends on westbound 22 will likely become a bank.  Siperstein Paint will update their façade and their property will be split to accommodate a new tenant.  He concluded that the town, which is the EDC and the Planning Board, in this situation, has been very diligent in trying to improve the commercial ratables and bring in additional businesses to North Plainfield while still maintaining its identity. 


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 26, and Board of Health Meeting of December 10, 2007.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the following meetings:  

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 26, and Board of Health Meeting of December 10, 2007:   All five voted aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 07-23,  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII ENTITLED, “TRAFFIC,” SECTION 7-6 ENTITLED, “THROUGH STREETS, STOP INTERSECTIONS AND YIELD INTERSECTIONS,” SPECIFICALLY, SECTION 7-6.2 ENTITLED, “STOP INTERSECTION” MOST NOTABLY, SCHEDULE IX


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


CB Bowman, 153 Sycamore Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired about a stop sign at the corner of Willow and Sycamore Avenues that no one apparently sees, since she had been nearly hit on a number of occasions.  Mr. Hollod replied that although the sign in question is not covered by this ordinance, that someone from Public Works will look into improving its visibility at that intersection.


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Ms. Uptegrove presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 07-23 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Mrs. Forbes stated that Resolution No. 01-07-08-02 needed to be amended to read “the intersection of Muriel Avenue, the proposed through street, and Lewis Street, the proposed stop street.”


Mrs. Forbes then presented the following Resolution, as amended, and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-02  A RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40:69A-181(b) WAIVING THE TWENTY (20) DAY REQUIREMENT AFTER WHICH AN ORDINANCE WILL TAKE EFFECT FOR ORDINANCE NO. 07-23


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield passed an emergency resolution for the installation of stop signs at the intersection of Muriel Avenue, the proposed through street, and Lewis Street, the proposed stop street and the intersection of Lewis Street, the proposed stop street, and Mobus Avenue, the proposed through street, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.3; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has introduced Ordinance No. 07-23, which amends Schedule IX of Chapter VII, Section 7-6.2 of the Code of the Borough by establishing the above-referenced intersections as “Stop Intersections”; and


WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 07-23 will not take effect prior to expiration of the three (3) month period during which the emergency resolution is in effect; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A:181(b), to waive the twenty (20) day period after which an ordinance will take effect for Ordinance No. 07-23.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 07-23 shall take effect immediately after final passage and that the twenty (20)  day period is hereby waived pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-181(b); and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council hereby declares that an emergent condition, specifically the expiration of the emergency resolution prior to Ordinance No. 07-23 taking effect, dictates the adoption of this regulation; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.


Seconded, as amended, by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-01 be read by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing January 22, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-01, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT SECTION 7-3 OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, ENTITLED “PROHIBITED PARKING” BY CREATING A NEW SUBSECTION, ENTITLED SUBSECTION 7-3.10, “PARKING OF BOATS”


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-02 be read by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing January 22, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-02, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY CHAPTER XXIII, “TAX EXEMPTIONS”

Council President Stabile announced the following appointments:


APPOINTMENTS BY COUNCIL REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:



Michael P. Castro



Four-year term



Basil D’Armiento



Four-year term



John C. Langenbach, Alternate No. 1 
Two-year term


PARKING AUTHORITY:



Leonard W. Lange



Five-year term


BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBER TO THE MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE:



Douglas M. Singleterry


One-year term


COUNCIL MEMBER TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:



Douglas M. Singleterry


One-year term


COUNCIL MEMBER TO THE LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE:



Mary H. Forbes



One-year term


COUNCIL MEMBER AS CLASS III MEMBER TO THE PLANNING BOARD:



Frank Righetti                    


One-year term


COUNCIL MEMBER TO THE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE:



Michael Giordano Jr.



One-year term


COUNCIL MEMBER TO THE YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION:



Douglas M. Singleterry


One-year term


COUNCIL MEMBERS TO SOMERSET COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:



Frank “Skip” Stabile



One-year term



Michael Giordano Jr., Alternate

One-year term

RECOMMENDATION BY COUNCIL FOR APPOINTMENT BY THE SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


SOMERSET COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL:



Nathan A. Rudy



One-year term


APPOINTMENTS BY COUNCIL PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL LIAISONS FOR ONE-YEAR TERMS:


BOARD OF EDUCATION:



Mary H. Forbes


PARKING AUTHORITY:



Frank Righetti


RENT STABILIZATION BOARD:


Jenny Uptegrove


SHADE TREE ADVISORY BOARD:

Robert E. Hitchcock



SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE


Michael Giordano Jr.


APPOINTMENT BY COUNCIL PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL MEMBER:


SEWER USAGE CHARGE BOARD OF APPEALS:



Jenny Uptegrove



One-year term


Mayor Allen announced the following appointments:


APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


BOROUGH TREASURER:



Kathleen Intravartolo



One-year term


PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE OFFICER (P.A.C.O.):



David E. Hollod



One-year term


MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON:



David E. Hollod



One-year term


BOROUGH HOUSING OFFICER:



James F. Rodino



One-year term     


GARDEN STATE MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND:



David E. Hollod, Fund Commissioner
One-year term



James F. Rodino, Alternate Commissioner  
One-year term


RECYCLING COORDINATOR:



Cynthia Danois



One-year term


APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL:


Three-year term:


Brian Martin




Coordinator


One-year terms:


Norman Jenkins



Deputy Coordinator


Chief William G. Parenti


Police Department


Chief William F. Eaton


Fire Department


David E. Hollod



Mayor’s Representative


Robert E. Hitchcock



Council Member


Eric Martin Bernstein, Esq.


Municipal Attorney


Dr. Marilyn E. Birnbaum


North Plainfield Public Schools


Edward J. Ostroff



North Plainfield Public Schools


Santiago Soto




Citizen-at-Large


Jack Zeller




Citizen-at-Large


David DeRosa




Health


Joann Righetti




Health


John C. Langenbach



Media


James F. Rodino



Public Works



Tina Totten




Public Works


Dr. Harry Allen



Hazardous Materials


GREEN BROOK FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION:


Francis J. McArdle



Five-year term


William F. Crosby III, Alternate

One-year term


LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE:


Florence A. Mannion



Three-year term


Betty Berzin




Three-year term


MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE:


One-year terms:


Dr. Marilyn Birnbaum


Superintendent of Schools


Alejandro Kuga (unexpired term)

Business Community Representative


Ruth deBang (unexpired term)

Public Citizen


Two-year terms:


Eric Fowler




Youth Services Commission


Torian J. Baker



Business Community Alternate


Michelle Wallace



Public Citizen


Laurence Van Winkle



Public Citizen


Melissa Vanderheide



Public Citizen Alternate


Rev. Kenneth Gorman


Religious Community


RENT STABILIZATION BOARD:


Mary Ann Climes



Three-year term


Robin Stabile




Three-year term


Fred Tupkielewicz



One-year term


SEWER USAGE CHARGE BOARD OF APPEALS:


Tom Fagan




One-year term


YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION:


Ruth deBang




Three-year term


Melissa Vanderheide



Three-year term


Michelle Wallace



Three-year term


APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR NOT REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


BOARD OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSIONERS:


Raymond T. Dodd



Five-year term


Kimberly Carter



Five-year term


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:


Tom Fagan




Two-year term


Leonard W. Lange



Two-year term


ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION:


Mabel “Skip” Hansen



Three-year term


Mathy Stanislaus



Three-year term


HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION:


CB Bowman (Class B)


Four-year term


Mark Sharp (Class C)



Four-year term


Thomas Martynowski (Class C)

One-year unexpired term


Laly Espinoza Kuga, Alternate

Two-year term


PLANNING BOARD:


Frank L. Kreder



Four-year term


Andre Mitchell



Four-year term


David E. Hollod (Class II)


One-year term


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE:


Janet A. Dalley



Four-year term


SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER COMMITTEE (One-year terms):


Janet L. Apgar




Vermeule Arts


Dori N. Ellis




Girl Scouts


Mabel “Skip” Hansen



General Public


Robert E. Hitchcock



Council Member


Angela Magee




Senior Citizens Club


Rose C. McConnell



General Public


SOMERSET COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:


James F. Rodino



One-year term


Janet G. Allen, Alternate


One-year term


SPECIAL EVENTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE:


Janeann M. Dickerson



Three-year terms


Mabel “Skip” Hansen


Everett Merrill


James P. Freeman



Two-year terms


Marie Kushnir


Fred Tupkielewicz


Alissa Giordano



One-year terms


Joseph Irovando


Frank “Skip” Stabile


Tina Totten – Mayor’s Liaison


NOMINATION BY MAYOR FOR APPOINTMENT BY SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS:


SOMERSET COUNTY CULTURAL AND HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE:


Robert E. Hitchcock



One-year term


CONSENT AGENDA NO. 1

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Ms. Uptegrove presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

01-07-08-05a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i  j, k, l, m, n, o, p, q, r, s, t, u, v and w

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05a 
BE  IT  RESOLVED  by the Council of the Borough of North  Plainfield  that MICHAEL P. CASTRO is hereby appointed to the BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2012 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that BASIL D’ARMIENTO be and is hereby appointed to the BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2012 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that JOHN C. LANGENBACH is hereby appointed Alternate Member No. 1 to the BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2010 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05b   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that LEONARD W. LANGE be and hereby is appointed to the PARKING AUTHORITY of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring  on January 1, 2013 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that DOUGLAS M. SINGLETERRY be and hereby is appointed as Board of Health Member to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05d   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that DOUGLAS M. SINGLETERRY be and hereby is appointed to the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE of this Borough to serve for the legal term  expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05e   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that MARY H. FORBES be and hereby is appointed to the LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until her successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05f   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that FRANK RIGHETTI be and hereby is appointed as Class III member to the PLANNING BOARD of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05g   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield  that MICHAEL GIORDANO JR. be and hereby is appointed to the PROPERTY MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE of this Borough to serve for the legal term  expiring  at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05h   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that DOUGLAS M. SINGLETERRY be and hereby is appointed to the YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION of this Borough to serve for the legal term  expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05i   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that FRANK “SKIP” STABILE  be and hereby is appointed to the SOMERSET COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MICHAEL GIORDANO JR. be and hereby is appointed as alternate member to the SOMERSET COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05j   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby recommend the appointment of NATHAN A. RUDY by the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders to the SOMERSET COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL as representative of the Borough of North Plainfield for the year 2008.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, by nomination of the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, KATHLEEN INTRAVARTOLO be and hereby is appointed TREASURER of this Borough to serve for the legal term commencing January 1, 2008 and expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until her successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that upon nomination of the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, DAVID E. HOLLOD be and hereby is appointed as PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE OFFICER (P.A.C.O.) for the Borough of North Plainfield for the year 2008 in accordance with the requirements of N.J.A.C. 17:27-3.5.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05m  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that upon nomination of the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, DAVID E. HOLLOD be and hereby is appointed MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON of this Borough for calendar year 2008 for the purpose of administering the Affordable Housing Program of the Borough of North Plainfield pursuant to the Fair Housing Act of 1985; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appointment of the Municipal Housing Liaison shall be subject to the approval of the Council on Affordable Housing.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05n  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that upon nomination of the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, JAMES F. RODINO be and hereby is appointed BOROUGH HOUSING OFFICER of this Borough for calendar year 2008.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05o  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that JAMES F. RODINO be named as Fund Commissioner and DAVID E. HOLLOD be named as Alternate Commissioner to the Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund for calendar year 2008.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05p  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that CYNTHIA DANOIS be and hereby is appointed as RECYCLING COORDINATOR  for this Borough for calendar year 2008.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05q  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, BRIAN MARTIN be and hereby is appointed Coordinator of the OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2011 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NORMAN JENKINS be and hereby is appointed Deputy Coordinator of the OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that WILLIAM G. PARENTI be and hereby is appointed as Police Department representative to the OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and

       
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that WILLIAM F. EATON be and hereby is appointed as Fire Department representative to the OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that DAVID E. HOLLOD be and hereby is appointed as the Mayor’s representative to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ROBERT E. HITCHCOCK be and hereby is appointed as Council Member representative to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Borough Attorney ERIC MARTIN BERNSTEIN, ESQ. be and hereby is appointed to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that DR. MARILYN BIRNBAUM and EDWARD J. OSTROFF be and hereby are appointed as Public Schools representatives to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal terms expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until their successors are appointed and qualified; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that SANTIAGO SOTO and JACK ZELLER be and hereby are appointed as Citizen-at-Large representatives to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal terms  expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until their successors are appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that DAVID DeROSA and JOANN RIGHETTI be and hereby are appointed as Health representatives to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal terms expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until their successors are appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that JOHN C. LANGENBACH be and hereby is appointed as Media representative to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that JAMES F. RODINO and CATINA M. TOTTEN be and hereby are appointed as Public Works representatives to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal terms expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until their successors are appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that DR. HARRY ALLEN  be and hereby is appointed as Hazardous Materials representative to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05r  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, FRANCIS J. McARDLE be and hereby is appointed to the GREEN BROOK FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION as the other representative of the Borough of North Plainfield until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2013; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, WILLIAM F. CROSBY III be and hereby is appointed to the GREEN BROOK FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION as the alternate representative of the Borough of North Plainfield to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05s  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice of consent of this Council, FLORENCE A. MANNION  and BETTY BERZIN be and hereby are appointed to the LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE to serve for the legal terms expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2011 and until their successors shall have been appointed and qualified. 

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05t   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the 

Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of the Council, Superintendent of Schools DR. MARILYN BIRNBAUM be and hereby is appointed a member of the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until her successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ALEJANDRO KUGA be and hereby is appointed Business Community Representative to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that RUTH deBANG be and hereby is appointed Public Citizen to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until her successor is appointed and qualified; and

            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that HEATHER CLOWERS be and hereby is appointed Labor Representative to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until her successor is appointed and qualified; and

           
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ERIC FOWLER be and hereby is appointed as representative of the Youth Services Commission to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the legal term  expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2010 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that TORIAN J. BAKER be and hereby is appointed as representative of the Business Community Alternate to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2010 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MICHELLE WALLACE and LAURENCE VAN WINKLE be and hereby are appointed as Public Citizens to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the legal terms expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2010 and until their successors are appointed and qualified; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MELISSA VANDERHEIDE be and hereby is appointed as Public Citizen Alternate to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2010 and until her successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that REV. KENNETH GORMAN be and hereby is appointed as Religious Community representative to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2010 and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05u  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council,  MARY ANN CLIMES and ROBIN STABILE be and hereby are appointed to the RENT STABILIZATION BOARD of this Borough to serve for the legal terms expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2011 and until their successors shall have been appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, FRED TUPKIELEWICZ be and hereby is appointed to the RENT STABILIZATION BOARD of this Borough to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05v  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, TOM FAGAN be and hereby is appointed citizen member to the SEWER USAGE CHARGE BOARD OF APPEALS of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-05w  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, RUTH deBANG, MELISSA VANDERHEIDE and MICHELLE WALLACE are hereby appointed to the YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION of this Borough to serve for the legal terms expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2011 and until their successors shall have been appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, MARIO VARGAS is hereby appointed to the YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION of this Borough to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2009 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

CONSENT AGENDA NO. 2


Council President Stabile read the Consent Agenda Statement.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

01-07-08-06a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, o, p, q and r

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06a  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the COURIER NEWS be named the official newspaper of the Borough of North Plainfield for the publication of legal notices for calendar year 2008; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that meeting notices of the Borough of North Plainfield shall be transmitted to the COURIER NEWS and THE STAR-LEDGER and posted on the official bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the North Plainfield Memorial Library for calendar year 2008.


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the following are hereby designated as depositories for Borough funds for calendar year 2008:

Unity Bank

Valley National Bank

Wachovia


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the following are hereby authorized to sign checks  for the Borough of North Plainfield for calendar year 2008:

Janice G. Allen – Mayor

Patrick J. DeBlasio – Chief Financial Officer

Kathleen Intravartolo - Treasurer


RESOLUTION NO.  01-07-08-06d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to charge interest on delinquent tax, assessment and sewer user accounts for calendar year 2008, as follows:


Eight percent (8%) on the first one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) which is delinquent for a period in excess of ten (10) calendar days, which said percentage shall be chargeable from the due date of the payment; and


Eighteen percent (18%) on any amount in excess of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) which is delinquent for a period in excess of ten (10) calendar days, which said percentage shall be chargeable from the due date of the payment; and


Six percent (6%) yearly penalty on any tax delinquency, as defined by N.J.S.A. 54:4-67, which exceeds ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), provided said delinquency has not been paid prior to the end of the calendar year.


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that Borough Tax Assessor BARBARA A. FLAHERTY is hereby authorized to file corrective appeals for errors in assessments or counterclaims to increase assessments, defend tax appeals filed by taxpayers, and agree to the terms of any stipulations of settlement of tax appeals as she deems necessary and in the best interest of the Borough for calendar year 2008.


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of North Plainfield is hereby authorized to establish change funds for calendar year 2008 for the following departments in the amounts designated:



Borough Clerk




$  50.00



Construction Office



    50.00



Health Office




    50.00



Municipal Court



  100.00



Police





    50.00



Public Works




    50.00


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby establish the mileage reimbursement rate for the business use of a personal vehicle at $0.485 per mile for calendar year 2008.

 RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06h  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DONATION OF USED POLICE RADIOS TO THE NORTH PLAINFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Board of Education has a great need for additional radios in order to assist it in improving its level of communication within its jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department has several used police radios, which are all ICOM Brand, Model #F33GS and have the following Serial Numbers:  5102312, 5102313, 5102314, 5102315, 5102316, 5102317, 5102318, 5102319, 5102320 and 5103459; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department wishes to donate the above-referenced police radios to the North Plainfield Board of Education and the Borough has the right to donate equipment to another public entity, such as the North Plainfield Board of Education, without compensation or public sale.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department is hereby authorized to donate their used ICOM Brand, Model #F33GS radios bearing Serial Numbers  5102312, 5102313, 5102314, 5102315, 5102316, 5102317, 5102318, 5102319, 5102320 and 5103459 to the North Plainfield Board of Education for One ($1.00) Dollar.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06i  WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2006 has been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk, as per the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and


WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey is authorized to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs as per R.S. 52:27BB-34; and


WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated a regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled:

General Comments

Recommendations

and


WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report of Audit and specifically the sections of the Annual Report entitled:

 General Comments

Recommendations

as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body; and


WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the governing body no later than forty-five (45) days after the receipt of the annual audit, as per the regulations of the Local Finance Board; and


WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and


WHEREAS, failure to comply with promulgations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S.  52:27BB-52 – to wit:



R.S. 52:27BB-52 – "A local officer or member of a local



governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or



refuses to obey an order of the Director of Local Government



Services, under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of



a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more



than one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars or imprisoned for not



more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office."


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Borough of North Plainfield hereby states that it has complied with the promulgation of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey dated July 30, 1968, and does hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06j  WHEREAS, the Italian-American Social Club has filed an application for a pool table license for calendar year 2008 for premises known as the Italian-American Social Club, 403 Somerset Street, North Plainfield and has submitted the required fee; and

WHEREAS, review of the application and investigation of the site by appropriate Borough officials discloses that the granting of the application would be in order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a pool table license for calendar year 2008 be issued to the applicant in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-5.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06k  WHEREAS, the following applicants have filed applications for coin-operated amusement devices licenses for calendar year 2008 and have submitted the required fees; and

WHEREAS, review of the applications with accompanying sketches and investigation of the sites by appropriate Borough officials disclosed that the granting of the applications would be in order; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that coin-operated amusement devices licenses be granted to the following applicants for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the filed applications, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O.  4-2:




Luis Penaloza, t/a The Bridge Tavern




54 Watchung Avenue




Tesoro Salvadoreño Restaurant Inc.




64 Somerset Street 

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab/limousine, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq. to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Sibawy Achkar, t/a Las Americas


287 Somerset Street, North Plainfield


Ramon V. Chavez, t/a Roman Limousine Service


283 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield


Scot Prokocimer, t/a Adolph’s Limousine Service


53 Jennings Lane, North Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06m  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive taxicabs for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq. to the following drivers for Flash Taxi L.L.C. in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Josue Morales, 64 South Second Street #2, Plainfield


Jose A. Ramos, 508 E. Lincoln Avenue, Roselle Park

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06n  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds, effective December 28, 2007:

Tax Sale



Amount


Lienholder
Block 154.01  Lot 9


$  2,999.63

Elliott Loeb









1 Lakeview Road









Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Block 128  Lot 9


$15,092.37

Crusader Servicing









179 Washington Lane









Jenkintown, PA 19046

Block 135  Lot 1


$    345.59

Stuart Lasher









P.O. Box 83









Milltown, NJ 08850-0083

Block 132  Lot 19.02


$  4,681.93

Hany Abraham









P.O. Box 871










Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Block 46  Lot 14


$     250.44

Plymouth









35 Airport Road









P.O. Box 2288









Morristown, NJ 07962

Block 60  Lot 5


$     170.32

MPR Properties, LLC









2118 Washington Valley Rd.









Martinsville, NJ 08836


RESOLUTION NO.  01-07-08-06o  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refund due to payment in error.


Sewer Tax Payment


Amount

Block 135  Lot 1


$345.59
Joanne Bowden









62-64 Fairview Avenue









North Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06p  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Refund Duplicate Real Estate Tax Overpayments:


Block 3.02  Lot 10

$2,292.23
Capital One Home Loans


4th Quarter 2007



Attn.:  Jenny Schranz








12800 Foster Street








Overland Park, KS 66223

RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06q  PROVIDING FOR A TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2008 PURSUANT TO N.J.S. 40A:4-19


WHEREAS, the Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-19 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations for the period between the beginning of the Budget Year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2008 for the purposes and amounts required;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1, 2008 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, Somerset County and State of New Jersey for the Year of 2008:









Salaries 
         Other

  A/C # 
CURRENT FUND



& Wages        
       Expenses

20-100

Department of Administration

$44,750.00
       $5,000.00


20-110

Borough Council



    2,250.00
         2,000.00

20-120

Borough Clerk




  32,000.00
         6,615.00

20-130

Department of Finance


  50,000.00
         5,437.50

20-135

Annual Audit






         8,500.00

20-145

Tax Collection      
            



         2,375.00


20-150

Division of Assessments

              19,000.00
       11,225.00

20-155

Department of Law



    

       56,250.00

20-165

Engineering






       10,000.00

21-180

Planning Board



       250.00
         1,250.00

21-185

Board of Adjustment



       250.00
         1,250.00


22-195

Uniform Construction Code

              31,500.00                  625.00

23-210

Liability Insurance

   



     325,000.00

23-220

Group Insurance


  
         

     365,500.00

23-225

Unemployment Compensation

  
                     3,750.00

25-240

Police




         1,123,000.00
       17,687.50


25-241

Crossing Guards


              40,500.00

    0.00

25-252

Emergency Management




            500.00

25-260

Rescue Squad Contribution




         4,125.00

25-265

Fire Protection




547,280.75
       10,425.00

25-266 
Fire Hydrant



  


       45,250.00


25-267

Uniform Fire Code



    4,000.00
         2,559.50

25-268

LOSAP




    

         2,500.00


25-269

Emergency Medical Services



    
         1,625.00


25-275

Borough Prosecutor



    3,500.00

    0.00

26-290

Streets & Roads


            206,250.00
       50,212.50

26-310

Buildings & Grounds





       16,000.00


26-315

Vehicle Maintenance





       36,250.00

27-330

Health





  38,750.00
       26,937.50


27-340

Dog Regulation





       14,000.00

28-370

Recreation


    

  19,000.00 
         4,250.00

28-375

Maintenance of Parks





         1,625.00


28-380

Shade Tree Advisory Board




         5,250.00

30-415

Retirement Benefits



       

       37,500.00


30-420

Celebration of Public Events




         1,875.00

31-201

Contingent






         1,250.00

31-430

Electricity






       67,250.00

31-440

Telephone






       17,500.00

31-445

Water







         3,500.00

31-446

Natural Gas






       40,000.00

31-460

Gasoline






       20,625.00

31-461

Technology






         2,750.00

31-462 
Postage





                     7,250.00

31-471

Employees Retirement System



       20,000.00

36-472

Social Security





       75,000.00

36-474

Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement



                0.00


36-475

Police/Fireman Retirement




     225,000.00

42-300

COAH Housing





         1,250.00


42-305

Somerset County Recycling




       47,500.00

42-405

Parking Authority



  16,000.00

    0.00

42-520

NJDEP Permit Fee





         1,375.00

43-490

Municipal Court



  68,000.00
         3,700.00

43-495

Public Defender


         

  
         1,875.00

62-405

Capital Equipment


       

      
       15,525.00



      Totals



       $2,273,280.75      $1,634,699.50

45-920

Payment of Bond Principal




$   690,000.00

45-925

Note Principle






       90,000.00

45-930

Interest on Bonds





     177,346.26

45-935

Interest on Notes


       
           0.00
     241,433.21
  

Totals




        $             0.00 
$1,198,779.47






  
Salaries
        Other

  A/C # 
SEWER UTILITY FUND

            & Wages   
        Expenses


55-501

Sewer Operating


          $  42,500.00
   $  11,707.40

55-502

Plainfield Area Regional Sewer



     352,500.00

55-541

Social Security


        

      
         3,250.00


    Totals Sewer Utility

          $  42,500.00         $367,457.40
45-920

Payment of Bond Principal




   $132,496.67

45-930

Interest on Bonds



           0.00
       47,792.70



Totals



          $         00.00         $180,289.37


RESOLUTION NO. 01-07-08-06r  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 7th day of January, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

REPORTS 2007:

October Monthly:
Police Department

November Monthly:
Fire Department




Division of Health  


COMMUNICATIONS:

Rafano & Wood, P.C.



Re:  Superior Court of N.J. Law Division,

South River, NJ



Somerset County:  J & J Mechanical







Contractors, LLC vs. Dauti Construction







Co., Inc., Borough of North Plainfield and







Great American Insurance

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  2008 Annual Reorganization Meeting 







and presentation of the 25th Annual Land







Development & Planning Awards, Jan 15,







2008

Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Re:  Meeting to be held on Jan. 9, 2008 at

 

the Watchung Municipal Building

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  Proposed New COAH Third Round



Rules

PK Environmental

Re:  NJDEP Minor Stream Encroachment

Chatham, NJ

Permit/Letter of Interpretation/General



Permit #11 – 110-112 Rockview Avenue,



Applicant:  Michael Dell’Olio

Kris Kolluri, Esq., Commissioner

Re:  North Plainfield selected to receive

NJ Department of Transportation

funding from Fiscal Year 2008 Municipal



Aid Program for Oneida Avenue in the 



amount of $150,000

NJ State League of Municipalities

Re:  Important Notice on Pensions and 



Benefits for Newly Elected and Appointed



Officials


REQUESTED AGENDA ITEMS FROM COUNCIL:


Mrs. Forbes asked to review the reporting for the Rescue Squad so that the governing body would be better informed as to contributions.


PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, asked about the timeliness of renovations on the municipal building, and if a certain clause in the construction contract was being invoked.  

MAYOR’S STATE OF THE BOROUGH ADDRESS


Mayor Allen read her State of the Borough Address for 2008, as follows:


The Borough continued to progress in 2007, moving ahead on projects that were started and commissioning many new projects and activities, receiving many grants and even some awards.


The Police Department was pleased to learn that Chief Parenti was selected for the 2007 Leadership Award, given by the National Latino Peace Officers Association.  Chief Parenti was selected for his excellence in law enforcement leadership.  During his tenure in North Plainfield, Chief Parenti has strived to bridge the gap between law enforcement and the immigrant population.  In regard to community policing, he has supported multiple bilingual outreach programs, targeting the immigrant population in which over 900 participants have been taught the legal, cultural and social aspects of life in the United States.


While protecting our residents is foremost, our department is highly involved in building a better community.   They are active with our youth through DARE, GREAT and STEP (Summer Teen Evening Program).  They again held their annual National Night Out.  They participate in school activities, teaching courses, doing finger printing, attending functions.  Congratulations go to Detective Eric Fowler and Detective Alex Kuga, both members of the Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) and Youth Services Commission (YSC) for their tireless efforts to improve the lives of children who are at risk.


In 2007, the Attorney General mandated each Police Department train in a program called “Active Shooter in Schools.”  The NPPD was one of the first to institute this training back in 2004 and continues this training today.  North Plainfield is unique in conducting the exercises as a team consisting of the Police Department, the Board of Education, the Fire Department and the Department of Public Works.

Enforcement continues to rise and in 2007, 2,000 more summonses were issued.  This figure has doubled since Chief Parenti has taken office.

The Police Department continued its partnership with the Somerset County Gang and Narcotics Task Force.  Together they monitored several loosely formed gangs.  The unit accounted for approximately forty arrests for a Controlled Dangerous Substance (CDS) in the Borough with several of them being known gang members.  Ten of these were for distribution of CDS.  Some of these were for purchases made by undercover detectives and others for arrests in which large quantities of CDS, the method of packaging and large amounts of cash allowed the Prosecutor to pursue the distribution charges.  Patrols added another two dozen arrests for possession of CDS and six for arrest on warrant.

Our Police Department has certainly served the community this year while even securing $209,000 in grant money.  Thank you, Chief Parenti and the members of your fine Department.

Our Fire Department continues to serve our Borough.  This year they answered 1,732 calls; 882 were fire calls with 85 being actual fires; 850 calls were from EMS.  This number is down from last year because we are no longer providing EMS to Green Brook.  Our overall EMS billing netted us $90,000 in revenue in 2007.

The Fire Department received a SHARE grant last March for $70,000.  They have been collecting data and holding meetings in the hope of coming up with a shared service agreement with Watchung and Green Brook.  The final report for this feasibility study should be done in January or early February.

Our Fire Department continues to be active in the community providing our senior citizens with blood pressure checks, planning and participating in Health and Safety Day and, as always, teaching fire prevention in our schools.  In addition to all these activities, our department volunteered again to host the annual St. Baldrick’s Day fundraiser for the National Childhood Cancer Foundation.  In 2007, this fundraiser raised $67,000 for childhood cancer.

As noted previously, a number of serious fires occurred.  The most notable being the Mountain Avenue fire, where Captain Smith, while off duty, risked his life to save people stranded in the burning building.  Special thanks to Captain Smith and all the members of the department who continually risk their lives on behalf of our residents.  Thank you, Chief Eaton and your fine department.

Our Public Works Department would like to inform everyone that we will pick up your leaves.  We will make one more sweep of the entire town.  Thank you for your patience with this late fall season.

This year the department who maintains all our roads, parks and public buildings bought a new truck and plow to maintain our fleet.  We demolished two old houses at Vermeule and will construct a new storage barn.

This year we saw the end of our Downtown Streetscape Project with new signage in our pocket park at the Somerset Street overpass.  New signage also welcomed people at many of our borders.  Our entire streetscape has been funded with Economic Development Incentive Program (EDIP) money from Somerset County.  This year we also used EDIP money to purchase the building behind Borough Hall.  This year we also received a $29,000 grant from the same for downtown façade improvements.

Renovations and improvements continue to be a vital part of our economy and this year our Planning Board reviewed plans for the upgrading and expansions of the following business properties:  Mackie Furniture, Sipersteins and McDonalds.  Currently, the Staples property is being renovated for Circuit City.

Our Economic Development Committee continues to encourage business and has reviewed the Borough’s sign ordinance and has held a downtown visioning meeting.  They continue to work with our planner and help secure the EDIP grants. Their volunteer efforts are much appreciated.

Recreation is important to our quality of life.  This year, our Recreation Department applied for and received $15,000 from the County for improvements to our Parks.   This grant helped bring playground equipment up to code and over the years has completely upgraded the Vermeule Playground as well as made improvements to Green Acres Park.  The improved facilities will allow us to expand and improve our current recreation programs.

To preserve our suburban neighborhood, we need to take care of our trees.  Our Shade Tree Advisory Board again received a $25,000 grant from DEP Cool Cities Program to plant trees.   Trees will be planted again this spring.  Our thanks to this committee of volunteers.

Our Environmental Commission continues to meet and push the continued clean up of the Lockheed Site.  They have worked with the Property Maintenance Committee to fulfill the educational and outreach part of our storm water management plan.  I’m encouraging them to put together a Natural Resource Inventory, which is a project that has lain dormant for y ears.  Hopefully, they will also educate us on how to become an Environmentally Sustainable Community.

Our Borough has a rich history and a wonderful historic district.  The Historic Preservation Commission, this past year, put together Guidelines for all residents of the district so that everyone will know how and when they should come to the Commission.  The coming year, they are planning on working on the Historic Preservation Element to the Master Plan and also plan to review the Historic Preservation Ordinance.  They are a group of volunteers who are committed to preserving our past for future generations.

Education and communication were important elements of activities in 2007.  We reached out to our residents in an effort to provide them with needed information.  We put our codes and a list of businesses online.  We updated our tax maps.  We used our website and newsletter to make residents aware of upcoming activities and important information.  Going forward, we hope to expand our website and continue our newsletter.

We always have the taxpayer in mind, and therefore we try to do as much as we can with grants.

This year we continued to use our $1,076,000 NJ Infrastructure Trust Fund to video-inspect and repair our sewers.  This year we received $75,000 in CDBG money for a sewer replacement at West End Avenue.

Finally, this year we paved Lewis Street and in the spring will pave Vermeule Place and repave Columbia Avenue.  We received a $150,000 DOT grant in 2007 to pave Oneida Avenue.

This year we also secured $90,000 Homeland Security, $90,000 Safe & Secure Communities – PD, $75,000 FEMA Assistance to Fire Fighter Grant and thanks to our legislators $150,000 in Extraordinary Aid.  I want to thank all our professionals who handle these and other grants.

Thanks to all our volunteers we were able to provide recreational activities and special events again this year.  Our Memorial Day Services, Street Fair and Chili Cook Off, July 4th Parade and Fireworks, Senior Citizen Picnic and Santa Comes to Town were all a huge success and well attended.  It’s activities like these, where people work together, that build a sense of community.

To our Council, a sincere “Thank you” for your countless volunteer hours.   Thank you too, for putting money aside for our Round 3 COAH obligation.  Working with the Friends of the Carpenter and the County, we hope to meet our COAH obligation.

I would also like to thank some other of the many volunteer community groups that help us in so many ways.  A few of these include the Latino Coalition, Friends of the Library, NP Rescue Squad, NP Lions Club and the NP Forum.

I have three goals for 2008:

1)
To finish renovations to our municipal building.

2)
To communicate better with our residents.

3)
To thank all of you who continue to work, professionally or as a volunteer, to make the Borough of North Plainfield the proud community that it is.

It’s been a great year, and the next one promises to be even greater.

Thank you!

COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod explained that the penalty clause in the contract for municipal building renovations cited by Mr. D’Amore was a liquidated damages clause explained in detail elsewhere in the contract documents.  The Administrator then advised that a town-wide animal census would commence next week with the assistance of the Rescue Squad membership.

Mr. Singleterry wished all present a happy new year, then thanked the Council President for his help in getting the tax abatement ordinance expedited and passed.   He added that reviewing the Master Plan will also be productive.  

Mr. Giordano conveyed his best wishes for a happy new year.  He offered congratulations to Fire Chief Eaton for the receipt of $50,000 in grant monies for the Department.  The Council Vice President hoped for a productive, harmonious year for the governing body.  He expressed disappointment that Pepe’s Restaurant on Watchung Avenue had been sold, recalling their years of support for local causes and youth sports.

Mrs. Forbes wished a happy new year to everyone, and thanked those present for taking the time out to attend the meeting.

The Council President thanked all for their attendance, then offered congratulations to the various individuals appointed to boards, committees and commissions.  He further conveyed his appreciation to Borough employees, then introduced guests Jim Koch, a Green Brook Township Cultural Arts and Heritage Commission member, and Raritan Borough Mayor, Jo-Ann Liptak.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

1/7/08


