30

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, January 22, 2008 at 8:56 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock

Frank Righetti                          

Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Jenny Uptegrove






                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


  



Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:  


David Lepak, 92 Norwood Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the schools’ curriculum and requirements for the study of languages.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of December 10, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of December 17, 2007.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 10, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of December 17, 2007:   All seven voted aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-01, AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT SECTION 7-3 OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, ENTITLED “PROHIBITED PARKING,” BY CREATING A NEW SUBSECTION ENTITLED SUBSECTION 7-3.10, “PARKING OF BOATS”


The Clerk read the ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-01 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-02, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY CHAPTER XXIII, “TAX EXEMPTIONS”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


David Lepak, 92 Norwood Avenue, North Plainfield, asked about the qualifying level of improvements for a tax exemption.  Mr. Bernstein recalled that it would be improvements amounting to $15,000.  Mr. Lepak agreed that the ordinance was a great idea, and needed more publicity.  


Larry LeRonde, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, asked if there were a specific plan to advise the public about the tax exemption.  The Council President advised that the Construction Office would do a retroactive search of their files for property owners that might qualify.  


Motion by Mrs. Forbes to close the public hearing, seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-02 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Ms. Uptegrove presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-03 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing February 11, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption. 


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-03,  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XIII “WATER AND SEWER,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 13-4 ENTITLED, “SEWER USAGE CHARGES,” MORE SPECIFICALLY, APPENDIX A ENTITLED, “SCHEDULE OF RATES”


RECOMMENDATION BY THE MAYOR FOR APPOINTMENT BY SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS:


Mr. Stabile announced the Mayor’s recommendation for appointment by the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders of Henry R. Stoner to a one-year term on the Somerset County Solid Waste Advisory Committee.


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

01-22-08-04a, b, c, d, e, f, g and h

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04a 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Miguel Yanez, t/a Las Americas, 287 Somerset Street


Luis A. Gallegos, t/a Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road

Amparo Mendez-Cobo, t/a Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road (2)

Wilson S. Jativa, t/a Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road

Rodrigo A. Espin, t/a Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road

Marco P. Cobo-Ramos, t/a Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road (2)

RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive taxicabs for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following drivers for Flash Taxi L.L.C. in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Julian Martinez-Sambrano, 1229 East Second Street, Plainfield

Jose Chumbiauca, 1275 Rock Avenue, Apt. F-11, North Plainfield

Sonia Cobo, 61 Sycamore Avenue, North Plainfield

RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04c  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is the owner of the following surplus vehicles no longer needed for public use:

Year/Make

  VIN No.


Mileage
Condition
1.
1999 Ford Crown Vic.  2 FAFP71W6XX171144
100,000+
Poor 



2.
2001 Ford Crown Vic.  2FAFP71W11X182530
  99,147
Parts Car Only

3.
2003 Ford Crown Vic.  2FAFP71W73X148286
  89,671
Parts Car Only

4.
2005 Ford Crown Vic.  2FAFP71W25X104523
  80,000+
Poor


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to authorize the sale of the above surplus vehicles at public sale pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 to the highest bidder;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey as follows:

1.
The Borough of North Plainfield hereby declares that the above-described surplus vehicles are no longer needed for public use.

2.
The Borough of North Plainfield, its officers and attorney are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to proceed with a public sale of said surplus vehicles.

3.
The notice of the above, date, time and place of the public sale, together with a description of the surplus vehicles and the conditions of sale, shall be published in the Courier News, the official newspaper of the Borough of North Plainfield, with the sale being held not less that seven (7) days nor more than fourteen (14) days after publication of said notice.  The surplus vehicles will be sold on a cash basis to the highest bidders.

4.
No limit shall be placed on the number of surplus vehicles that can be purchased by any one bidder.

5.
This resolution shall take effect immediately.


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04d  WHEREAS, tangible personal property has come into the possession of the Police Department of the Borough of North Plainfield by finding or recovery; and


WHEREAS, the whereabouts of the owners of said property is unknown and cannot be ascertained; and


WHEREAS, said property has not been disposed of and has been in the possession of the Police Department for at least six (6) months; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157 provides for the sale of said tangible property at public auction;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Police Department be and hereby is authorized and directed to sell said tangible personal property at a public auction to be held on the Internet on websites www.propertyroom.com or www.stealitback.com commencing February 15, 2008; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any monies received  as a result of said auction shall be paid into the general municipal treasury in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of said auction, designating the time and place therefore, to be published in an official newspaper of the Borough not less than 10 days prior to the date of said public auction.



RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 83  Lot 13


$62,360.97
        Wachovia-Cust/Sass Municipal

Certificate #05-00023




        123 So. Broad Street, PA 1328

Certificate #06-00059




        Philadelphia, PA  19109

(Assignment)


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04f  WHEREAS, the mailing of the Special Assessment bills for the three ordinances finalized in October of 2007 has been delayed; therefore, an extension of the grace period for the first payment is requested:  new first payment date:  February 22, 2008 (original date:  12/22/07).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does hereby authorize the extension of the grace period and does further authorize the due date for the first payment on the Special Assessments to be February 22, 2008.


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04g  BE IT RESOLVED , by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Dumpster Bond:


Claudine M. Sheridan

$200.00


1223 Beech Lane


Mountainside, NJ 07092


RESOLUTION NO. 01-22-08-04h   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 22nd day of January, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


REPORTS 2007:  November Monthly:  Police Department


COMMUNICATIONS:

Stanton & Stieh, Esqs.


Re:  Civil Action Complaint on Contract,

Piscataway, NJ



John Franssen vs. Borough of North Plain-







field and Elizabethtown Water Co., d/b/a







New Jersey American Water

Borough of Watchung



Re:  Ordinance OR:07/21 entitled “An







Ordinance Amending and Supplementing







Ch. 138, “Zoning,” Sec. 138-3







“Definitions” and Sec. 138-21 “Fences and







Walls” of the Code of the Borough of







Watchung, Adopted 1971, As Heretofore







Supplemented and Amended”

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Re:  Activity Report for November 2007

Plainfield, NJ

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage

Re:  Agenda of Regular Meeting of Jan.

Middlesex, NJ




10, 2008 and minutes of Regular Meeting







of Dec. 6, 2007

NJ State League of Municipalities

Re:  League Seminars:  Sexual Harassment







-- Your Rights; Survivor Skills for 







Supervisors

NJ Department of Environmental

Re:  Community Forestry Status Report for

Protection




2007

Division of Parks and Forestry

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  Somerset County Planning Forum –







Feb. 4, 2008

NJ Department of Environmental 

Re:  Remedial Action Report Approval –

Protection




Swedish Imports Inc., 505 Somerset Street

John J. Sullivan, Jr., Esq.


Re:  Notice of Planning Board Hearing on

Attorney for the Applicant


application by Anita Builders, LLC for

Middlesex, NJ




approval to construct a one-story building







at 37-39 Harmony Street

NJ Department of Transportation

Re:  Route 22 Pedestrian Assessment

Senator Nicholas P. Scutari


Re:  North Plainfield selected by the NJ 

NJ Senate, District 22



Department of Transportation to receive







funding from FY 2008 Transportation Trust







Fund Municipal Aid Formula Program in the







amount of $150,000 for the Oneida Avenue







Improvement Project

Saul Ewing, Esqs.



Re:  Application for Individual Flood

Newark ,NJ 




Hazard Area Permit, 100 Union Avenue,







Watchung

Frank N. D’Amore Sr.


Re:  Violation of Ordinance 11-10, 104

North Plainfield, NJ



Sycamore Avenue


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes asked that the proposal by the Historic Preservation Commission be agendized.  


Mr. Hitchcock suggested agendizing the Friends of Vermeule for a report of what they had achieved over the last year.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments

COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod requested that the 2008 budget be agendized for the next meeting.  He advised that a major feature of the budget would be an additional $600,000 pension bill coming down from Trenton.  He said that major items would be costs for health care and pensions as well as the revaluation.   Chief Financial Officer Patrick DeBlasio will be present at the next meeting for further consideration of the budget.   The net cost to the Borough of the acquisition of 18 Lincoln Place was under $212,000 as the transaction was also supported by grant monies.


 Mrs. Forbes recommended that Mr. Lepak direct his concerns regarding curriculum to the School Board.  She thanked the Historic Preservation Commission members for their support.


Mr. Giordano added his thanks to Historic Preservation for their report.  


Mr. Hitchcock advised that two of the vacated cottages on Vermeule Place had been torn down, as was the storage barn.  A new barn will be erected on the Mansion property.  The Council allocated $75,000 to tear down and put up the new barn.  Approximately $17,000 was spent on demolition.  Specifications for a new pole barn on that property are being firmed up for the anticipated bid process.  It will be a Dutch style barn in harmony with the historic character of the property.  It is anticipated that there could finally be a $15,000 balance remaining in that account once the barn is completely in place, hopefully by the end of April or May.  


Mr. Righetti added his thanks to Historic Preservation for its report, then thanked the various citizens that had come out to register their opinions.


Mr. Singleterry offered his congratulations to the Fire Department on the receipt of their recent $48,000 grant from the Department of Homeland Security.  He also thanked the Mayor and Chief Eaton for their thoughtful response to an erroneous newspaper editorial.


Ms. Uptegrove encouraged greater community involvement in the process involving the Historic Preservation report.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

1/22/08


