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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 25, 2008 at 8:30 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Jenny Uptegrove




                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





ABSENT:


Council Member:        Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)



Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mrs. Forbes.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 7, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 22, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the following meetings:  

Regular Meeting of January 7, 2008:  

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Singleterry, Uptegrove, Stabile

Abstain:  Righetti

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 22, 2008:   All six voted aye.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on renovations to the municipal building, asking if Cornerstone Architecture was still being paid $12,000 per month for a 20-hour weekly consultancy on the job.   He was concerned about cost overruns.


Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on the use of personal storage devices on neighbors’ property and said that she would like to see regulation without the need for a permit.


APPOINTMENT BY MAYOR:


Mr. Hollod, on behalf of Mayor Allen, announced the appointment of Jean Liss to the Environmental Commission for the balance of an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2010.


CONSENT AGENDA


Council President Stabile advised that item “a” has been removed from the Consent Agenda.  He then stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-25-08-01b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j and k

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO.  02-25-08-01b  WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Mi Mundo Latino LLC for a person-to-person transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License  No. 1814-33-008-004, heretofore issued to DelRoc, Inc. for premises located at 375 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and


WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; and


WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority has reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional financing obtained in connection with the licensed business;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby approve, effective February 29, 2008, the transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption License to Mi Mundo Latino, LLC, and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership as follows:  “This license, subject to all its terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to Mi Mundo Latino, LLC, effective February 29, 2008.”


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Wilson F. Brito, t/a Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield


Wilson S. Jativa, t/a Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following drivers for Flash Taxi L.L.C. in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Joffre Vicuna, 39 Westervelt Avenue, 2nd Floor, North Plainfield


Mayra A. Mayorga Ramirez, 308 West Front Street, Apt. 12A, Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01e  WHEREAS, American Red Cross Plainfield, 332 West Front Street, Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct off-premise draw raffles awarding cash as prizes (50/50) on March 30, 2008 and April 1, 2008; and


WHEREAS, American Red Cross Plainfield has been issued Identification No 396-4-30431 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffles license; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to American Red Cross Plainfield for off-premise draw raffles awarding cash (50/50) as prizes to be held on March 30, 2008 at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road and on April 1, 2008 on the grounds at 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01f  WHEREAS, the following organizations have been issued identification numbers by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and have submitted applications to conduct raffles; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that these organizations meet the requirements for the issuance of raffles licenses; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue raffle licenses to the following:

East End School PTA

170 Oneida Avenue, North Plainfield

On-premises 50-50 raffle – RL #1034

On-premises merchandise draw raffle – RL #1035

May 3, 2008, 11:00 a..m – 3:00 p.m.

170 Oneida Avenue, North Plainfield

West End School PTA

447 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield

On-premises 50-50 raffle – RL #1036

April 9, 2008, 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.

34 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield

On-premises merchandise raffle – RL #1037

On-premises 50-50 raffle – RL #1038

May 17, 2008, 12:00 – 6:00 p.m.

447 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield

RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01g  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET


WHEREAS, the Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2008;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2008 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal year 2008:









Salaries
       Other

  A/C # 
CURRENT FUND



& Wages        
       Expenses

20-100

Department of Administration

$44,750.00
       $5,000.00


20-110

Borough Council



    2,250.00
         2,000.00

20-120

Borough Clerk




  32,000.00
         6,615.00

20-130

Department of Finance


  50,000.00
         5,437.50

20-135

Annual Audit






                0.00

20-145

Tax Collection      
            



         2,375.00


20-150

Division of Assessments

              19,000.00
       11,225.00

20-155

Department of Law



    

       56,250.00

20-165

Engineering






       10,000.00

20-175

Historical Commission


    
         

500.00

21-180

Planning Board



       250.00
         1,250.00

21-185

Board of Adjustment



       250.00
         1,250.00


22-195

Uniform Construction Code

              31,500.00                  625.00

23-210

Liability Insurance

   



       75,000.00

23-220

Group Insurance


  
         

     365,500.00

23-225

Unemployment Compensation

  
                     3,750.00

25-240

Police




         1,123,000.00             17,687.50


25-241

Crossing Guards


              40,500.00

    0.00

25-252

Emergency Management




            500.00

25-260

Rescue Squad Contribution




                0.00

25-265

Fire Protection




574,280.75
       10,425.00

25-266 
Fire Hydrant



  


       45,250.00


25-267

Uniform Fire Code



    4,000.00
         2,559.50

25-268

LOSAP






         2,500.00

25-269

Emergency Medical Services



    
         1,625.00


25-275

Borough Prosecutor



    3,500.00

    0.00

26-290

Street & Roads


          
206,250.00
       50,212.50

26-310

Buildings & Grounds





       16,000.00


26-315

Vehicle Maintenance





       36,250.00

27-330

Health





  38,750.00
       26,937.50


27-340

Dog Regulation





       14,000.00

28-370

Recreation


    

  19,000.00 
         4,250.00

28-375

Maintenance of Parks





         1,625.00 28-380

Shade Tree Advisory Board




         5,250.00

30-415

Retirement Benefits



       

       37,500.00            

30-420

Celebration of Public Events




         1,875.00

31-201

Contingent






         1,250.00

31-430

Electricity






       67,250.00

31-440

Telephone






       17,500.00

31-445

Water







         3,500.00

31-446

Natural Gas






       40,000.00

31-460

Gasoline






       20,625.00

31-462 
Postage





                     7,250.00

31-471

Employees Retirement System



       20,000.00

36-472

Social Security





       75,000.00

36-474

Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement



                0.00

36-475

Police/Fireman Retirement




     225,000.00

42-300

COAH Housing





         1,250.00


42-305

Somerset County Recycling




       47,500.00

42-405

Parking Authority



  16,000.00

    0.00

42-520 
NJDEP Permit Fee





         1,375.00

43-490

Municipal Court



  68,000.00
         3,700.00

43-495

Public Defender





         1,875.00


62-405

Capital Equipment


       
                               15,525.00    


Totals



       $2,273,280.75 
$1,372,574.50






  
Salaries
        Other

  A/C # 
SEWER UTILITY FUND

            & Wages   
        Expenses


55-501

Sewer Operating


          $  42,500.00
   $  11,707.40

55-502

Plainfield Area Regional Sewer



     352,500.00

55-541

Social Security


        

      
         3,250.00


Totals Sewer Utility

        
          $  42,500.00         $367,457.40

RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01h  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificates


Amount


Lienholder
Block 94 Lot 11


$   322.49

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00069





201 South 2nd Avenue









Unit #16









Highland Park, NJ 08904

Block 144  Lot 4


$1,253.60

72 Oak Street Holdings, LLC

Certificate #07-00091





P.O. Box 653









Montvale, NJ 07645


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01i  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refund:


Maintenance Guarantee Refund



Amount

Best Friends Pet Care, Inc.




$4,500.00


520 Main Avenue


Norwalk, CT 06851


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01j  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refund:


Marriage Ceremony Fee




Amount

Mr. Zviad Dzamashvili




$ 135.00


536 North Avenue


Dunellen, New Jersey 08812


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-08-01k   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 25th day of February, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


COMMUNICATIONS:

NJ State League of Municipalities

Re:  League Seminars:  Labor Relations for







Administrators, Counsel and Council







Members; Come Take a Chance – 







Licensing

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage

Re:  Resolution establishing schedule of

Authority




meetings for 2008

Middlesex, NJ

NJ Historical Commission of NJ

Re:  15th Annual New Jersey History 

Department of State



Issues Convention

Township of Bridgewater


Re:  Resolution opposing adoption of







Council on Affordable Housing Third 







Round Affordable Housing Rules and







Regulations

Somerset County Cultural & Heritage
Re:  Somerset County 2008 Historic

Commission




Preservation Grant Program

Yeshiva Tiferes Boruch


Re:  Request for consideration in the

Springfield Yeshiva



matter of a permit application fee

21 Rockview Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Re:  Activity Report for January 2008

Plainfield, NJ

Comcast Government and Community
Re:  Channel Change

Affairs

Union, NJ

NJ Department of Environmental

Re:  Letter of Interpretation/Line 

Protection




Verification, Applicant:  Michael Dell’Olio,

Trenton, NJ




Block 154.01, Lots 13 and 14 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  


Mrs. Forbes questioned the status of the COAH issue in the Borough.  She inquired after a financial update from the Rescue Squad.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, asked about a starting date for the revaluation.  Mr. Hollod said that the contract was now under state review; final approval is being awaited.   With timely approval, the goal is to have the revaluation representatives in Borough streets within the next couple of weeks.


COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mr. Hollod advised that the original bid price on the Borough Hall renovation was just a shade under $4 million.  There have been a number of change orders that now represent 5 or 6% of the current project.  The monies appropriated for the purchase of two houses were part of a separate capital budget item, some of which was offset by grants from the County.


Ms. Uptegrove commended Mr. Gomez on his years of efforts on behalf of the Borough. 



Mr. Singleterry also thanked Mr. Gomez for his years of service.


Mr. Righetti said Mr. Gomez deserved great credit for his years of time and effort on behalf of the Borough.


Mr. Giordano agreed, thanking Mr. Gomez for his years of dedication and success.  He expressed his appreciation for particular attention to archery and the little league players.


Mrs. Forbes agreed, saying that she particularly supports the archery program.  Further, she thanked the Chief of Police for his report and attention to detail.


Mr. Stabile advised of the March 8th passport fair.  The Council President concluded with his appreciation for Mr. Gomez and his efforts for the recreation program.


Mr. Hollod announced that Christopher Tarver, Dunellen Borough’s fulltime recreation director, is now joining the Borough of North Plainfield’s recreation program as director.  The Administrator added that there are hopes of a linkage of shared recreation services between Dunellen and North Plainfield, and that Mr. Novak’s help will be appreciated in the transition process.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

2/25/08


