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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 10, 2008 at 8:35 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Michael Giordano Jr.

Robert E. Hitchcock





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


ABSENT:


Council Member:
Jenny Flynn (excused)


Also Present:

Janice G. Allen, Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Righetti.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of  February 11, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 11, 2008:  All six voted aye.

PUBLIC COMMENT:   No comments.


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-04 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing April 14, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes, Singleterry


Resolution carried 4-0-2.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-04, CALENDAR YEAR 2008 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14).


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-02  MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2008

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2008; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Budget be published in the Courier News in the issue of March 28, 2008.

The Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby approve the following as the Budget for the year 2008.

A Hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road on April 14, 2008 at 8:00 o'clock (p.m.) at which time and place objections to said budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2008 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

The following constitutes the Revenue and Appropriation Summaries of the Budget of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset for the Fiscal Year 2008:


APPOINTMENT BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL:


The Council President announced the appointment of Richard K. Phoenix as Deputy Borough Clerk for three year term expiring January 1, 2011.


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mrs. Forbes requested that item “n” be removed for a separate vote.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-10-08-03a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l and m 

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03a
WHEREAS, the Green Brook Sub-Basin in central New Jersey has continually been subjected to severe and sometimes devastating flood damage for decades, causing many millions of dollars in damages from flooding as a result of storms, as well as resulting in eight deaths as recently as 1973 and 1999; and


WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, pursuant to authorization by the U.S. Congress and in partnership with the State of New Jersey; the Green Brook Flood Control Commission; the County of Middlesex and the municipalities of Dunellen, Middlesex, Piscataway and South Plainfield; the County of Somerset and the municipalities of Bound Brook, Bridgewater, Green Brook, North Plainfield, Warren and Watchung; and the County of Union and the municipalities of Plainfield and Scotch Plains, has undertaken construction measures including the design and preparation of studies to provide for complete and meaningful flood control in the entire Green Brook Sub-Basin; and


WHEREAS, since the year 2000, a total of $70 million has been authorized and allocated by the federal government for use by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to plan, design and manage construction of the Green Brook Flood Control Project; and


WHEREAS, the Green Brook Sub-Basin is becoming increasingly susceptible to  flooding due to water drainage problems caused by sources within and outside of the Green Brook Sub-Basin which causes an increasing financial strain on the State of New Jersey, the Counties of Middlesex, Somerset and Union and the municipalities of Bound Brook, Bridgewater, Dunellen, Green Brook, Middlesex, North Plainfield, Piscataway, Plainfield, Scotch Plains, South Plainfield, Warren and Watchung as a result of emergency planning, evacuations, street, road and property damage, as well as undue hardship to the affected residents and businesses subject to such flooding within the Green Brook Sub-Basin; and


WHEREAS, the recent lessons learned from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have demonstrated the enormous human and economic costs of not taking appropriate proactive precautions to safeguard communities located in regions that are susceptible to flooding; and


WHEREAS, U.S. Representatives Michael Ferguson, Rodney Frelinghuysen, Rush Holt and Frank Pallone and U.S. Senators Frank Lautenberg and Robert Menendez, and former U.S. Senator and now New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine have been successful in raising the importance of the need to complete the Green Brook Flood Control Project with the U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S. Senate, and the President of the United States; and 


WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Borough Council supports, appreciates and commends Congressmen Ferguson, Frelinghuysen, Holt and Pallone, Senators Lautenberg and Menendez, and Governor Corzine for their tireless efforts in successfully fighting to maintain funding in past federal budgets for this much needed project; and


WHEREAS, there is a critical need to accelerate the work of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to provide for additional planning, design and construction of the entire Green Brook Flood Control Project;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the North Plainfield Borough Council urges Congressmen Michael Ferguson, Rodney Frelinghuysen, Rush Holt and Frank Pallone and Senators Frank Lautenberg and Robert Menendez to seek and request at least $20 million for construction and an additional $3 million for planning and design be authorized and allocated in the federal FY2009 budget for use by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the continued planning, design and construction of the entire Green Brook Flood Control Project.

cc:
Governor Jon Corzine


Senator Frank Lautenberg


Senator Robert Menendez


Congressman Michael Ferguson


Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen


Congressman Rush Holt


Congressman Frank Pallone


Board of Chosen Freeholders, County of Middlesex


Board of Chosen Freeholders, County of Somerset


Board of Chosen Freeholders, County of Union


State Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman


State Senator Nicholas Scutari


State Senator Robert Smith


Assemblyman Peter Biondi


Assemblywoman Denise Coyle


Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula


Assemblyman Joseph V. Egan


Assemblyman Jerry Green


Assemblywoman Linda Stender


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-03-03b  GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN NORTH PLAINFIELD AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY AND FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, GRANT IDENTIFIER:  PF08-273 


The governing body of North Plainfield desires to further the public interest by obtaining a grant from the State of New Jersey in the amount of approximately $25,000 to fund the following project:  Community Stewardship Incentive Program Grant;


Therefore, the governing body resolves that Janice G. Allen or the successor to the Office of Mayor is authorized (a) to make application for such a grant, (b) if awarded, to execute a grant agreement with the State for a grant in an amount not less that $25,000 and not more than $25,000, and (c) to execute any amendments thereto which do not increase the Grantee’s obligations.  

The Council of the Borough of North Plainfield authorizes and hereby agrees to match 25% of the Total Project Amount, in compliance with the match requirements of the agreement.  The availability of the match for such purposes, whether cash, services, or property, is hereby certified.  100% of the match will be made up of in-kind services.


The Grantee agrees to comply with all applicable federal, State, and municipal laws, rules, and regulations in its performance pursuant to the agreement.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03c  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD


WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation intends to construct Route 22 Traffic Signal Improvements/Signal Coordination within the Borough of North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the project proposed by the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation may require the use of municipal police for work zone safety operations supplementing the traffic control plan established under the contract for construction of the project; and


WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation has requested that the Borough of North Plainfield enter into a Police Agreement and Statement of Costs for Traffic Directors.  The costs incurred by the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department in connection with the project shall be paid directly to the Borough of North Plainfield by the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation pursuant to the above-referenced agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof.


NOW,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of  North Plainfield that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an agreement between the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation and  the Borough of North Plainfield to provide for direct payment to the Borough of North Plainfield of costs incurred on the Route 22 Traffic Signal Improvements/Signal Coordination construction project for municipal police services, which agreement is attached hereto.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03d  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SALE OF AIR COMPRESSOR TO THE ANNANDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Fire Department recently received a Federal grant to purchase a new air compressor; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Fire Department currently has an air compressor which will no longer be of any use to the Borough of North Plainfield Fire Department; and


WHEREAS, the Annandale Fire Department has a need for an air compressor; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Fire Department wishes to sell its used air compressor to the Annandale Fire Department for the price of One Dollar ($1.00), as authorized by N.J.S.A. 40A:12-21.1, to be used solely for the purposes of the Annandale Fire Department.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield Fire Department is hereby authorized to sell its used air compressor to the Annandale Fire Department for the price of One Dollar ($1.00).


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03e  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Fire Department has certain items of public property and equipment which no longer have any value; and


WHEREAS, such property and equipment consists of:  (1) an old style 2.2 and 2A SCBA air pack bottles; (2) an old style EMS stair chair; (3) two (2) EMS pediatric transport seats; (4) a box of old truck parts and water appliance connections; (5) four inch (4”) to three inch (3”) gated wye appliance; (6) a box of former office light fixtures; (7) two (2) old wooden board signs; (8) an old office chair; (9) various lengths of supply hose that failed the hose test and a hard sleeve hose; (10) a box of old radios, light switches, wiring and assorted equipment; (11) tow (2) suitcases of old rescue Annie CPR dolls; (12) old and broken office furniture; (13) old vehicle light bars; (14) old Christmas decorations; (15) old cutting/entry device, with parts and service no longer available; (16) a box of old hose couplings; and, (17) various other old parts and equipment that are broken and would have no value if repaired; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Fire Department wishes to dispose of the above-referenced public property and equipment and have determined that these items have no value so an auction of such is unnecessary.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield Fire Department is hereby authorized to dispose of all the above-referenced public property and equipment as items no longer having any value.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03f  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL BY THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT OF CERTAIN ITEMS OF PUBLIC PROPERTY HAVING NO VALUE


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department has certain items of public property which no longer have any value; and


WHEREAS, such property consists of:  (1) six (6) metal desks; (2) one (1) chair; (3) three (3) two-drawer filing cabinets; (4) seven (7) four-drawer filing cabinets; (5) one (1) five-drawer filing cabinet; (6) one (1) locker; (7) three (3) mini table/stands; (8) one (1) open cabinet; (9) one (1) four-shelf stand; (10) two (2) two-drawer mini filing box; (11) one (1) three-shelf cabinet with glass front; (12) one (1) four-shelf cabinet with glass front; (13) one (1) desk from Chief’s Office; (14) one (1) computer table; (15) one (1) Ricoh copier; (16) two (2) desks from Sergeant’s office; (17) one (1) file cabinet; (18) an old dispatch console; (19) one (1) desk from the holding room; (20) fifteen (15) metal lockers; and, (21) a Brother fax machine; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department wishes to dispose of the above-referenced public property and has determined that these items have no value so an auction of such is unnecessary.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department is hereby authorized to dispose of all the above-referenced public property as items no longer having any value.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03g  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Exempt Firemen’s Association, 300 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey has filed an application for a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways for the purpose of soliciting contributions on Somerset Street at Jackson Avenue on May 3-4 and May 17-18, 2008 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield reviewed said application and determined that the granting of said application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways be granted to said North Plainfield Exempt Firemen’s Association for charitable solicitation on Somerset Street at Jackson Avenue on May 3-4 and May 17-18, 2008 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 7-19.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-03-03h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following drivers for Flash Taxi L.L.C. in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Rosa Collao, 35 Craig Place, North Plainfield


Martha J. Mendez, 44 Coddington Avenue, North Plainfield


Fabian Soria, 444 West Fifth Street, Plainfield


Milton D. Vargas, 46 Myrtle Avenue, North Plainfield


Marco A. Vasconez, 75 Summit Avenue, North Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-03-03i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that RICHARD K. PHOENIX be and hereby is appointed as DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK of the Borough of North Plainfield for the legal term commencing January 1, 2008 and expiring on January 1, 2011 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03j  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 88  Lot 7


$14,764.68

Crusader Servicing 

Certificate #07-00064





179 Washington Lane









Jenkintown, PA 19046

Block 92  Lot 24


$  5,808.83

JN Properties

Certificate #07-00067





175 Market Street #301









Paterson, NJ 07505

Block 127  Lot 13


$11,666.78

Elliot Loeb

Certificate #07-00082





1 Lakeview Road









Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Block 100  Lot 15


$  2,268.13

Plymouth

Certificate #07-00074





35 Airport Road









P.O. Box 2288









Morristown, NJ 07962


RESOLUTION NO.  03-10-08-03k  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Duplicate Real Estate Overpayment:


Block 105  Lot 2

$  1,226.82

Enis Guevara & 

 
1st Quarter 2008




Lucia Hernandez









309 Duer Street









North Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03l  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Road Opening Bond


Leon Hudson


$  1,550.00


92 West End Avenue


North Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03m  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refund:


Marriage Ceremony Fee

Amount


Ms. Gina Corrao


$135.00


61 Parkview Avenue


North Plainfield, NJ 07060


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-10-08-03n   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 10th day of March, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 5-0-1.


REPORTS:


2007 Annual:  Police Department


2007 December Monthly and 2008 January Monthly:  Fire Department


2008 January Monthly:  Department of Health  


COMMUNICATIONS:

NJ State League of Municipalities

Re:  League Seminars:  Problem-Solving







Negotiation; Incident Management System;







Procurement Update and Ethics; Human







Resources in the Municipal Environment

NJ Department of Transportation

Re:  FY 2008 Local Bikeway Program –







Department unable to provide an allotment







for the Green Brook Multi-Use Trail

Comcast Cable Communications, LLC
Re:  Before the Federal Communications







Commission in the Matter of Comcast Cable







Communications, LLC, on behalf of its 







Subsidiaries and affiliates for Determination 







of Effective Competition

Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Re:  Meeting to be held on Mar. 5, 2008 at 







the Dunellen Municipal Building

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage

Re:  Agenda of Regular Meeting of Mar. 6,

Authority




2008 and minutes of Reorganization 

Middlesex, NJ




Meeting of Feb. 7, 2008

Timothy R. Mettlen, P.E.


Re:  Replacement of County Bridge PL 14,

Assistant County Engineer/Bureau Chief
Sandford Avenue Bridge over Green Brook

Bureau of Engineering Services

County of Union

Frank N. D’Amore



Re:  Arrangements to have a representative

North Plainfield, NJ



from Appraisal Systems Inc. speak to the 







North Plainfield Citizens for Community







Rights concerning the revaluation program







Re:  Questioning why a qualified North 







Plainfield resident was not chosen to fill the







position of recreation director

Lasser Hochman, L.L.C.


Re:  Tax Court Complaints:  2008 Real

Roseland, NJ




Property Tax Appeals:  West End Gardens







Apts., Inc., 450 West End Avenue; H & W







Gardens Associates, 298-330 Maple

 





Avenue; Cypress Garden Apartments, Inc.,







1095-1195 Hwy. 22; Malcolm Gardens, 

LLC, 447-469 Little Place


Mr. Hitchcock commented that it appeared that the DOT would be unable to provide any money for the Green Brook Multi-Use Trail.  As such, it puts the project on hold.  He also referenced a communication from Mr. Mettlen, the Assistant County Engineer for Union County.  The issue of a replacement for the Sandford Avenue bridge was the topic, and Mr. Hitchcock reminded that the Borough of North Plainfield remains in opposition to replacement of the bridge.


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Council President Stabile suggested that the governing body consider a resolution in opposition to the replacement of the bridge to be shared with the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.


Mrs. Forbes said that she had been researching the topic of POD storage units, and added that an ordinance applying to the locating of clothing bins and dumpsters should also be considered.  The Council President noted that the State Legislature had been working on a new statute that would regulate clothing bins.


Mr. Giordano said that the Property Maintenance Committee members were considering a possible name change for their committee.  The Council President replied that the name change could be agendized when the committee has reached a decision.  


Mr. Hitchcock said that the Shade Tree ordinance remained in need of attention.


Mr. Singleterry suggested that the sign ordinance might shortly be in order for discussion. 


The Council President advised that Capt. Krisburg would shortly be making a report on the Rescue Squad available to the Council.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank Stabile, 160 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, said that the Parking Authority is in the process of an audit with plans to organize under a different umbrella in the near future.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL:
The Mayor advised of the first meeting of the Architectural Review Board.  There are plans to spend the $28,000.00 received in a grant from the County’s Economic Development Improvement Program.  The Board has plans to address façades of Somerset Street businesses.  Further details will be going to Economic Development.  The aforementioned bikeway grant had a total of $3 million available, and there were $33 million in requests for it.  It had represented a possible shared service partnership with the City of Plainfield.  The Mayor commented on the 50th anniversary of the North Plainfield Women’s Club.  They are a group that has helped with the Vermeule Art Center, they have supported the Memorial Library over the years, provided food and gifts to the needy over the holidays, sponsored a Junior Women’s Club, supported the VA Hospital at Lyons, encouraged good citizenship through their sponsorship of positive youth activities and planted trees and flowers.  Two of the original 50-year members of the Club remain active to this day.  The State Federation of Women’s Clubs founded Douglass College and were responsible for erecting a building at the college on S&H Green Stamps.

Mrs. Forbes thanked the Council President for the information that he had provided her.

Mr. Giordano congratulated Mr. Phoenix on his reappointment as did Messrs. Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry and the Council President.  

The Council President commented on an off-track wagering facility recently declined by Green Brook Township.  There are no current plans to entertain the facility in North Plainfield and no communication has been received from the Sports and Exhibition Authority.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

3/10/08


