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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 24, 2008 at 9:20 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Jenny Flynn

Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


   



Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Righetti.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference of February 25, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Agenda Conference of February 25, 2008:

Ayes:
Flynn, Forbes, Giordano, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Hitchcock


PUBLIC COMMENT:  


Frank Stabile, 160 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on the success of last Saturday’s St. Baldrick’s event, saying that just shy of $20,000.00 had already been raised and that more would be coming in.  He extended his congratulations to Rob Beatty for his role in organizing the drive which is intended to eliminate the incidence of childhood cancer.


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-05 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first  reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing April 14, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Flynn


Nays:   Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Righetti


Resolution authorizing the reading by title of Ordinance No. 08-05, An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter II of the Borough Code of the Borough of North Plainfield, Most Notably Section 2-21.1, Entitled “Organization of the Police Department,” failed 1-5-1.


APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR:


Mr. Hollod, on behalf of Mayor Allen, announced the following appointments to the Planning Board:  Barbara Kreder for the balance of an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2009 and Joseph Tevlin, as Alternate, for the term expiring January 1, 2010. 


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes asked that items “f” and “i” be removed for separate votes; Mr. Giordano also requested the removal of item “i.”


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-24-08-02a, b, c, d, e, g, h, j, k, l, m, n and o

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02a  NEW JERSEY SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM – A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY IN A SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to apply for a project under the Safe and Secure Communities Program (Grant #P-4306); and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has reviewed the application and has approved said request; and


WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the Applicant Local Unit of Government for the purpose described in the application;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that:

1. 
As a matter of public policy, the Applicant’s Unit of Government wishes to participate to the fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and Public Safety.

2.
The Attorney General of New Jersey will receive funds on behalf of the applicant.

3.
The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt and review of


the applications for said funds.

4.
The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to the applicant as 


authorized by law.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02b  WHEREAS, the Vermeule Mansion is a local historical landmark; and


WHEREAS,  the Friends of Vermeule Mansion, Inc. is preparing an application for funding from the Somerset County Historical Preservation Trust Fund Grant Program for the Vermeule Mansion; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield supports the efforts of the Friends of Vermeule Mansion, Inc. in this endeavor;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk, along with the Friends of the Vermeule Mansion, Inc. to prepare, submit and execute an application for a Grant from the Somerset County Historical Preservation Trust Fund for the Vermeule Mansion.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02c  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION OF MAY 19 – JUNE 1, 2008

WHEREAS, there were 716 motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2007; and

WHEREAS, a large percentage of the motor vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not wearing a seat belt; and

WHEREAS, use of a seat belt remains the most effective way to avoid death or serious injury in a motor vehicle crash; and

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 135,000 lives were saved by safety belt usage nationally between 1975-2000; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization from May 19 – June 1, 2008 in an effort to raise awareness and increase seat belt usage through a combination of enforcement and education; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Highway Traffic Safety has set a goal of increasing the seat belt usage rate in the state from the current level of 91% to 93%; and

WHEREAS, a further increase in seat belt usage in New Jersey will save lives on our roadways;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for the Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization both locally and nationally from May 19 – June 1, 2008 and pledges to increase awareness of the mobilization and the benefits of seat belt use.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02d  TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c. 102, has established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to expand existing programs; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and

WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants for calendar year 2007 will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to indicate the assent of the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and

WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the application is properly completed and timely filed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby endorses the submission of the recycling tonnage grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and designates Cynthia Danois to ensure that the application is properly filed; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it hereby approves the annexed Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough will take to correct the findings of the 2006 annual audit; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a certified copy of this Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan to the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan are on file and available for inspection by the public in the office of the Borough Clerk.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02g  CALLING FOR THE CONTINUED FULL-SERVICE OPERATION OF MUHLENBERG REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

WHEREAS, Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center emerged from the efforts of seven volunteers who were deeply touched by a local train accident in 1876. After a physician was forced to perform surgery by candlelight at a nearby freight house, they resolved to build a community hospital by raising funds from their neighbors, friends and others who cared about the health and well-being of area families; and 


WHEREAS, Muhlenberg Hospital promptly became a beacon of health to the region, drawing the attention of the finest medical professionals who joined its staff and ministering to the health needs of all within the Central Jersey region requiring the services of a modern, state of the art medical facility; and 


WHEREAS, over the ensuing years, Muhlenberg Hospital grew to become Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center, with its increased capacity and ability to serve the various communities in the area.  The School of Nursing was established in 1894 when the first class of two students began their studies and were graduated two years later. Today, the program continues to draw dedicated young professionals.  In the twentieth century, Schools of Radiography and Nuclear Medicine Technology came into being, further increasing the Regional Medical Center’s status as a renowned teaching facility providing state-of-the-art medical care in a wide range of disciplines; and


WHEREAS, Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center has rightfully earned a reputation as a consistent provider of emergency, acute and long-term healthcare.  It is the destination for many surrounding communities’ rescue squads, volunteer ambulance corps and commercial emergency medical services providers; and



WHEREAS, Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center represents the largest private employer in the City of Plainfield, and is a significant contributor to the working economic base of the surrounding area of which North Plainfield is a part.  Its range of services far exceeds the expected roles of a hospital and transcends to the region’s vital social and civic communities with, amongst others, the provision of Centennial Hall as premiere meeting space; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby support the continued funding and full operation of Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in its current configuration as a multi-discipline facility providing urgent medical care to millions of surrounding New Jerseyans by all means necessary, including Federal Revenue Sharing, State of New Jersey, County and foundation-based grant monies and public support; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be transmitted directly to the President of the United States of America, to the Governor of the State of New Jersey, to State offices holding responsibility for reliable healthcare of the people, to our elected federal, state and county representatives and to all municipal governing bodies of the County of Somerset.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02h  IN SUPPORT OF THE CLOSURE OF THE SANDFORD AVENUE BRIDGE OVER THE GREEN BROOK


WHEREAS, the Bi-County Sandford Avenue bridge is one of 18 crossings over the Green Brook between the Borough of North Plainfield and the City of Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the Sandford Avenue bridge goes from Mountain Avenue in North Plainfield, ending on East Front Street in a residential district.  Current research confirms that the bridge supports a low traffic count and the Borough of North Plainfield does not favor any modification that would encourage truck traffic or increased auto traffic on the street or the crossing; and


WHEREAS, both roads with bridges on either side of Sandford Avenue go to Mountain Avenue with Norwood Avenue also providing direct access to Route 22; and


WHEREAS, after thorough research and monitoring, the North Plainfield Police Department found that there would be very little inconvenience to residents if the bridge were eliminated.   The Borough Fire Department confirmed that there would be no major impact if it were closed.  Residents have reported that the bridge is old and dangerous, while engineering studies have proven its upkeep to be an ongoing expense; and


WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the North Plainfield Borough Bridge Subcommittee that the current antiquated Sandford Avenue span be permanently shut, abandoned and eliminated, thereby stemming hazardous travel and costs of upkeep.  Findings of the Green Brook Flood Control Commission have further confirmed that each bridge spanning the Green Brook has historically exerted an increased risk of flooding in both the Borough of North Plainfield and City of Plainfield;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it hereby requests that the Sandford Avenue Bridge over the Green Brook be permanently de-commissioned and removed; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that a certified copy of this resolution be sent to the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Somerset County Engineer, Union County Engineer and the City of Plainfield.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02j  WHEREAS, N.P.R.G.O. 12-19i requires that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield establish, on a yearly basis, the fair rate of return on investment for the purpose of Chapter XII of the Borough Code entitled “Rent Stabilization,” pursuant to a formula established and set forth therein;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to the formula established in the Borough Code, the Council does hereby establish 3.73% as the fair rate of return on investment for 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 12-19i.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02k  WHEREAS, Stony Brook School PTA, 269 Grove Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct an on-premise 50-50 cash raffle and an on-premise merchandise raffle on May 2, 2008; and


WHEREAS, Stony Brook School PTA has been issued Identification No. 352-5-29269 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to Stony Brook School PTA for an on-premise 50-50 cash raffle and on-premise merchandise raffle to be held on May 2, 2008 at 269 Grove Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Marcos A. Leiva, 540 West Front Street, Apt. 2, Plainfield, New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02m  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 99  Lot 28


$55,431.58

Crusader Servicing

Certificate #05-00029





179 Washington Lane









Jenkintown, PA 19046

Block 15.01  Lot 20


$     400.53

George Shrier

Certificate #06-00014





201 S. 2nd Ave. Unit 16









Highland Park, NJ 08904

Block 94   Lot 5.02


$  2,545.29

M P R Properties

Certificate #07-00068





2118 Washington Valley Rd.









Martinsville, NJ 08836

Block 177  Lot 19


$     461.96

72 Oak Street Holdings

Certificate #07-00110





P.O. Box 653









Montvale, NJ 07645


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02n   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 24th day of March, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02o  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Cesar V. Soria, t/a Soria Taxi Cab, L.L.C., 477 Somerset Street, North Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02f

At the request of Mr. Bernstein, Resolution No. 03-24-08-02f, Resolution Authorizing the Execution of an Addendum to the Agreement between the Borough of North Plainfield and PBASO Local No. 85 for the Period January 1, 2003 through December 31, 2007, was withdrawn as it was no longer applicable due to the failure of the Borough Council to approve the first reading by title of Ordinance No. 08-05.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution, as read into the record by the Borough Attorney, and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-08-02i  WHEREAS, the Council on Affordable Housing  (COAH) has promulgated revised regulations in which municipalities throughout the State are now potentially being asked to provide additional growth share and other affordable housing opportunities, which put a further burden upon municipalities, such as North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is always seeking more low and moderate income opportunities, as to housing, for its residents and citizens, but not pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by an outside entity, such as COAH.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough goes on record in opposition to the newly proposed COAH rules and regulations, which puts a further financial burden on the Borough, without any concurrent assistance from the State and/or the building community.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Borough Council that the Borough is always supportive of the creation of low and moderate income housing for all of the Borough’s citizens and residents, but not by the imposition of artificial obligations as to such.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that: (1) a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to Joseph Doria, Commissioner, New Jersey State Department of Community Affairs, the Somerset County Freeholder Board, Senator Nicholas Scutari, Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Assemblywoman Denise Coyle, Assemblyman Gerald Green and Assemblyman Peter Biondi; (2) a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to each municipality in Somerset County requesting their support of this Resolution.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven in favor.


REPORTS 2008:   January Monthly:  Police Department

COMMUNICATIONS:

Zipp & Tannenbaum, L.L.C.


Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – Home 

Jamesburg, NJ




Properties North Plainfield, 347-75 







North Drive

Wolff & Samson PC



Re:  State Tax Court Complaint – Autobacs

West Orange, NJ



Strauss, Inc., 618 Highway 22

NJ Transit




Re:  Access to the Region’s Core –

Newark, NJ




Expanding Trans-Hudson Rail Capacity to







Midtown Manhattan

Somerset County Board of Taxation

Re:  Equalization Table, County of Somerset







for the Year 2008

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  COAH GIS Data

Lasser Hockman, L.L.C.


Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal:

Roseland, NJ




Estate 22 Properties, LLC, 578-604

 





Highway 22W and 59 Coddington Avenue

Frank N. D’Amore Sr., representing

Re:   Request to the Tax Assessor for a 

North Plainfield Citizens for Community
representative of Appraisal Systems, Inc. to

Rights (NPCCR)



address NPCCR on Apr. 7, 2008

Senator Nicholas P. Scutari


Re:  Acknowledging receipt of resolution

NJ Senate, District 22



calling for additional funding for the 







Green Brook Flood Control Commission







Project

Zipp & Tannenbaum, L.L.C.


Re:  State Tax Court Complaint – 952 Rt. 22

Jamesburg, NJ




Investors, LLC, 942 NJSH 22E

Cozen O’Connor Esqs.


Re:  Petition of NJ American Water 

Cherry Hill, NJ



Company, Inc. for Approval of Increased 







Tariff Rates and Charges for Water and







Sewer Service

Langan Engineering & Environmental
Re:  Application for Stream Encroachment

Services




Permit and Freshwater Wetland General

Elmwood Park, NJ



Permit, Green Brook Trail, Plainfield/







North Plainfield

NJ Department of Environmental 

Re:  Notice of Violation, 15 Dupont Street

Protection

Stavitsky & Associates LLC


Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – Levin 

Clifton, NJ




Properties c/o CVS Pharmacies, 780 NJSH







22E

Edwin Estevez




Re:  County Tax Court Appeal – 378 West 

North Plainfield



End Avenue


REQUESTED AGENDA ITEMS FROM COUNCIL:


Mrs. Forbes suggested that Ordinance No. 08-05 be rewritten with the descriptions of the existing police department.  Further, she commented that New Jersey American Water had filed for an amazing rate increase and asked that a resolution in opposition to the hike be drafted.


Mr. Hitchcock asked that the Shade Tree Advisory Board ordinance be expedited.


Mr. Righetti asked that the traffic light timing situation and the pavement at Mountain Avenue and Somerset Street be investigated.


Mr. Singleterry inquired after the sign ordinance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, expressed her enthusiasm for the recent School Board meeting, for the presentation of the student representative and the planned service day.   She added that the High School’s spring play, “Camelot,” would be presented this weekend.

COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod said that he would ask for Mr. Rodino to attend the next meeting for discussion on the public works budget.   The Borough’s extraordinary aid application was delivered today for the money that is available.  The Borough has requested $600,000 from the pool of money, which has been cut by $10 million.   The stop signs at Sycamore and Willow were recently replaced and the result is increased visibility.  Signage in and around the municipal building has been increased during renovations to help direct residents to the temporarily relocated offices.  The Borough’s sewer system is undergoing cleaning and maintenance on an on-going basis.

Mr. Singleterry thanked the Council President for his leadership and participation in the St. Baldrick’s event.  

Mr. Hitchcock said that it was a pleasure to participate in the St. Baldrick’s drive.   He invited the contributions of any and all residents interested in supporting the effort.  

Mr. Giordano offered his congratulations on St. Baldrick’s, then said that the road at Mountain and Somerset seemed to be buckling.  Mr. Hollod interjected that the buckling problem was being addressed by the County’s contractor.

Mrs. Forbes added her commendations for the St. Baldrick’s event, then congratulated the Girl Scouts on their pledge activities this evening.  

Ms. Flynn joined in offering thanks to the Girl Scouts and their parents for this evening, then invited the public to get involved and to comment during public hearings.

Mr. Stabile affirmed that Rob Beatty and Jeff Holtz had put a tremendous amount of effort into the St. Baldrick’s event over the years.  


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Giordano and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

3/24/08


