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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 14, 2008 at 8:50 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





ABSENT:


Council Member:        Jenny Flynn (excused)



Also Present:

Janice G. Allen, Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 

Patrick J. DeBlasio, Chief Financial Officer

Robert Morrison, Borough Auditor





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Giordano.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:  


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, suggested that a Borough employee or volunteers accompany Appraisal Systems on their revaluation visits to check on overcrowding or illegal housing.


Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting on the price of pet licenses, reminded that a three-year contract with the Plainfield Area Humane Society (PAHS) had just been negotiated.  The price of licensure will help offset the costs of the contract.  


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 25, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the Regular Meeting of February 25, 2008: 

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Hitchcock

HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-04, CALENDAR YEAR ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Robert Gatto, 72 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield, said that he did not understand the need for the ordinance.  Mr. DeBlasio replied that the Ordinance was in response to the additional 1% cap limit articulated in the February presentation to the governing body.


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the Borough’s current debt.  Mr. DeBlasio replied that as of December 31, 2007, the Borough’s net debt stood at $13,010,000.  The Borough pays down $1.255 million annually, principle and interest on the debt.


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-04 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by  the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8, that the approved 2008 Municipal Budget of the Borough of North Plainfield be read by its title; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the determination of the Council that a complete copy of the approved budget, as aforesaid, has been made available for public inspection at the North Plainfield Memorial Library and the Somerset County Library at least one week prior to today’s date, and that a copy of said budget has been made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during this public hearing.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the title of the 2008 Municipal Budget.

HEARING:

MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2008

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Katherine Watt, 96 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, asked about the availability of a detailed analysis of documents supporting the budget for the purposes of a possible citizens’ audit committee.

Mr. Bernstein explained that the governing body would not be adopting the budget this evening, as the town had submitted an application for extraordinary aid to the State of New Jersey.  He further explained that the Borough could not adopt the budget until Trenton is forthcoming with the state aid number.  Typically, such figures become available after the state legislature approves its budget, likely in July.

Margaret Mary Jones, 739 Taft Avenue, North Plainfield, asked about an increase in Department of Finance salary and wages.  Mr. DeBlasio advised that the budget increase reflected some employment breakage (one employee who left, existing employees who filled in, followed by the hiring of a replacement employee).   Mrs. Jones then asked about the capital fund.  Mr. DeBlasio replied that $100,000 was budgeted last year, while $100,000, 5% of $2 million for capital improvement will be budgeted in 2008.  An additional $59,000 will be fully funded for capital purchases amongst multiple departments.  

Mr. Hitchcock moved to close public hearing, seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-06 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing April 28, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-06, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY SECTION 2-21.1, ENTITLED “ORGANIZATION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT” (amendment to reflect current rank structure of the Police Department)


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-14-08-04a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, o and p

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04a
 WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Environmental Commission would like to conduct an Environmental Resource Inventory for the Borough of North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, an Environmental Resource Inventory is a needed tool for our Planning Board and Board of Adjustment; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield does not currently have an Environmental Resource Inventory to work from; and


WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Environmental Commission is willing to monitor the project and provide supporting information as much as possible;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby support the North Plainfield Environmental Commission in its effort to develop an Environmental Resource Inventory.  It does further acknowledge the importance of such an inventory as part of a Master Plan Conservation Element.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04b  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD YEAR 2008 MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT UPDATE


WHEREAS, the County of Somerset has notified the Borough of North Plainfield of the availability of funding and has prepared a contract which would provide $18,153.00 to the Borough for the provision of municipal alliance activities for the prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse in North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield would provide a 75% match of $13,615.00 of in-kind services and a 25% cash match of $4,538.00 will be raised by the Municipal Alliance Committee or provided by the municipality in the 2008 municipal budget, and a copy of the proposed agreement is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign the original of this agreement.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04c  RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE PROPOSAL OF NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER COMPANY FOR INCREASED TARIFF RATES


WHEREAS, the New Jersey American Water Company, Inc., has petitioned the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU) for a proposed rate increase which would impact every resident of North Plainfield serviced by the utility; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield believes that the proposed rate increase is ill-timed, as it represents yet another inflationary pressure besetting Borough homeowners and property owners at a time when the taxpayers are already confronted with other excessive financial demands that compromise their living standards; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey American Water Company, Inc. is a large firm with the financial capacity to contain its own costs and to exact its own savings through the prudent use of its own resources.  It is not for the public to be monetarily penalized when a large firm with vast resources should be expected to lend support to the economy by containing its own costs;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it strongly opposes any rate increase in the charges imposed by New Jersey American Water Company, as a rate increase by any utility during these stressed economic times represents yet another inflationary pressure on our citizenry; and


BE IT 
FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the New Jersey American Water Company, Inc., the Board of Public Utilities and to the governing bodies of the various neighboring municipalities that would likewise be impacted by such a proposed rate increase.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04d  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department has several used and outdated cameras, identified as follows:   One (1) Pentax PZ-70, serial number 6857144; one (1) Canon AE-1, serial number 4192466; one (1) Polaroid/Sirchie ID camera; and one (1) Polaroid camera kit, which includes one (1) Polaroid “Autofocus,” one (1) Polaroid 230 and one (1) Polaroid 450; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department wishes to donate the above-referenced cameras to the Fleetwood Museum of Art & Photography since they can no longer be used and have no value so an auction of such is unnecessary.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department is hereby authorized to donate the used and outdated cameras listed above to the Fleetwood Museum of Art & Photography.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04e  WHEREAS, Gary and Geraldine Levendusky have filed an application for a coin-operated amusement devices license for calendar year 2008 for premises known as Top Shelf, 164 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, and have submitted the required fee; and


WHEREAS, review of the application with accompanying sketch and investigation of the site by appropriate Borough officials discloses that the granting of the application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a coin-operated amusement devices license be granted to said applicant for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04f  WHEREAS, West End School PTA, 447 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an on-premises merchandise draw raffle on April 15, 2008; and


WHEREAS, West End School PTA has been issued Identification No. 352-5-27290 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffles license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to West End School PTA for an on-premises merchandise draw raffle to be held on April 15, 2008 between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at 447 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04g   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab/limousine to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Merrie S. Pinhas, t/a Stony Brook Limo Service LLC, 750 Route 22 East, North Plainfield (2)


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Luis G. Flores-Mullo, 6 Manning Avenue, North Plainfield


Luis G. Motesdeoca, 606 New Street, 1st floor, Plainfield


Walter Pico, 538 East Second Street, 2nd floor, Plainfield


José G. Ulloa-Martinez, 1285 George Street, Plainfield


Aston G. Foster, 538 West Seventh Street, Plainfield


Luz A. Godinez, P.O. Box 1122, Plainfield 


Mauro O. Collao-Villegas, 35 Craig Place, Apt. 2, North Plainfield


Juan X. Chico, 804 Sterling Street, Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04i  WHEREAS, the mailing of the Sewer Bills for tax year 2008 will be delayed due to the programming glitches associates with the transfer of information from the Vital Network to the Edmunds Collection System.  Therefore, an extension of the grace period for the first payment is requested.


The original first installment date was April 1, 2008.  New date for first payment:  May 1st 2008


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does authorize the extension of the grace period to May 1st 2008 for the first quarter Sewer fees for 2008.  


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04j  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 127  Lot 13


$2,000.00
Elliot Loeb


Certificate #07-00082




1 Lakeview Road


Premium





Saratoga Springs, NY
12866


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04k  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 94  Lot 5.02


$1,100.00
M P R Properties


Premium #07-00068




2118 Washington Valley Rd.









Martinsville, NJ  08836


Block 28.03  Lot 3


$   393.17
George Shrier


Certificate #07-00039




201 S. 2nd Ave. Unit 16


Block 86  Lot 11




Highland Park, NJ 08904


Certificate #07-00062


$   320.61



RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04l  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Refund Duplicate Sewer Utility Overpayments:


Block 28.03  Lot 3

$    369.38

Nkemdilim Esogbue


2006 Sewer Utility




31 Forest Brook Drive









North Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04m  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel the tax amount for Block 13 Lot 7, owned by a totally disabled vet starting on Feb. 20, 2007.  The amount if $7,189.33.  Home owner:  Nicholas DeVincenzo.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does authorize the collector to cancel the tax amount of $7,189.33 for 2007 on Block 13 Lot 7, and authorize the Treasurer to refund this amount to Mr. Nicholas DeVincenzo, mail check to 285 Mobus Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 as soon as possible.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04n   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 14th day of April, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04o  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on collective bargaining.


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-04p  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT WITH VERIZON


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into an agreement with Verizon for tariff based telephone service for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the proposed agreement is attached hereto and made a part hereof; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute this agreement on behalf of the Borough.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an agreement between the Borough of North Plainfield and Verizon for tariff based telephone service for the Borough, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof.


COMMUNICATIONS:

Howard B. Goldberg, Esq.


Re:  State Tax Court Appeal - Greenbrook

West Caldwell, NJ



Realty Co., Rock Avenue & Rte. 22, North







Plainfield

The Irwin Law Firm, P.A.


Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – Blitz Family

West Orange, NJ



Realty Trust, 1015 Rte. 22 West, North 







Plainfield

Nathan P. Wolf, Esq.



Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – North Drive

Roseland, NJ




Arms, L.L.C., 341-345 North Drive,







North Plainfield

Fox Rothschild, LLP



Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – Wachovia

Princeton, NJ




National Bank, 274 Somerset Street,







North Plainfield

Stavitsky & Associates


Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – Rite Aid, 

Clifton, NJ




1023 NJSH 22W, North Plainfield

Jeffrey M. Hall, Esq.



Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal – 

Lawrenceville, NJ



Wachovia Bank, N.A., 274-6 Somerset 







Street, North Plainfield

Carinto and Anna Ferrara


Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal –

North Plainfield



222 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield

Daniel G. Keough, Esq.


Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeals –

Summit, NJ




Faiven Yank, 432 Watchung Avenue; 







Daniel J. & Starr J. Ramella, 11 DeForest







Avenue; Michael & Susan Kao, 122 Mali







Drive, North Plainfield

Langan Engineering & Environmental
Re:  Application for Stream Encroachment

Services




Permit and Freshwater Wetland General

Elmwood Park, NJ



Permit No. 17, Green Brook Trail, 







Plainfield/North Plainfield

Buchart Horn, Inc.



Re:  Replacement of County Bridge, PL 14, 

Marlton, NJ




Sandford Avenue Bridge over Green Brook,







City of Plainfield, Union County, Borough 







of North Plainfield, Somerset County

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Re:  Activity Report for February 2008

Plainfield, NJ

NJ Department of Transportation

Re:  Applications being accepted for 







various NJDOT programs

Comcast 




Re:  On Demand content availability as of

Union, NJ




Apr. 1, 2008

The Irwin Law Firm, P.A.


Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – Vornado, 

West Orange, NJ



Inc., 1200 Highway 22, North Plainfield

Martin Greenblatt



Re:  Notice of Public Hearing on Apr. 16,

North Plainfield, NJ 



2008 on Board of Adjustment application







for variance Block 89,  Lot 11

Caesar and Michelle Brown


Re:  Somerset County Tax Board Appeal –

North Plainfield, NJ



378 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield

Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk

Re:  Acknowledgment that copies of the

Borough of North Plainfield


2008 Municipal Budget were delivered to







the County and Municipal Libraries

Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Re:  Notice of meeting on Apr. 2, 2008 at 







Ben Maggio Field House, Codrington Park,







Bound Brook

Zipp & Tannenbaum, L.L.C.


Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – LPB 

Jamesburg, NJ




Associates, 970 NJSH 22E, North







Plainfield

The Irwin Law Firm, P.A.


Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – Donald M.

West Orange, NJ



Toresco, 618 Highway 22, North 







Plainfield

Schneck Holtzman LLC


Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal –

West Caldwell, NJ



Yeshiva Tiferes Boruch, 21 Rockview

 




Avenue, North Plainfield

Theodore E. Gast, Esq.


Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal –

Watchung, NJ




Yeshiva Tiferes Boruch, 112 Linden






Avenue, North Plainfield

NJ State League of Municipalities

Re:  League Seminars:  Procurement Update






and Ethics; Human Resources in the 






Municipal Environment

Florence Ward




Re:  Illegal Housing

North Plainfield, NJ

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage

Re:  Agenda of Regular Meeting of Apr. 3,

Authority




2008 and minutes of Regular Meeting of

Middlesex, NJ




March 6, 2008

Porzio Bromberg & Newman Esqs.

Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal –

Morristown, NJ



Maillaros’ Realty Company, LLC, 950 






Route 22 East, North Plainfield

Schneck Holtzman LLC


Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal – 

West Caldwell, NJ



Summit Street Development, Inc., 76






Summit Avenue, North Plainfield

Phat Le




Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal –

North Plainfield, NJ



304 Rock Avenue, North Plainfield

Nathan P. Wolf, Esq.



Re:  State Tax Court Appeal – Mountain-

Roseland, NJ




view Gardens, 468-70 West End Avenue,






North Plainfield

McKirdy & Riskin, P.A.


Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal –

Morristown, NJ



Richard Farrell, 464 Mountain Avenue,






North Plainfield

Francisco J. & Lucina Acevedo

Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeal –

North Plainfield, NJ



1 Hurley Avenue, North Plainfield

Zipp & Tannenbaum, L.L.C.


Re:  Somerset County Tax Court Appeals –

Jamesburg, NJ




Butrico, 640-52 Highway 22, North 






Plainfield; Raceway Realty, LLC, 601-13






Highway 22; Raceway Realty, LLC,






643-7 Highway 22, North Plainfield

Borough of Watchung



Re:  Ordinance entitled An Ordinance






Amending Chapter 13-11A, Title “Detached






Accessory Structure,” of the Revised

 




General Ordinances of the Borough of






Watchung

Michael M. Stadler, Esq.


Re:  State Tax Board Appeal – North 

Woodbridge, NJ



Plainfield R.E. Associates, 455-65 West End






Avenue, North Plainfield

John Basilone Parade Committee

Re:  Invitation to attend 27th Annual John

Raritan, NJ




Basilone Memorial Parade to be held on

 




Sept. 28, 2008

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  Public Hearing for County Planning






Board Adoption of the Somerset County  







Comprehensive Farmland Preservation







Plan Update

PetroScience, Inc.



Re:  Application for Letter of Interpretation 

Glen Rock, NJ




- Watchung Hills at North Plainfield, LLC

 





(641 Somerset Street) 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes suggested that the item regarding the Governor’s budget be agendized; further, she called for action on 40-42 Washington Avenue. 


Mr. Giordano recommended taking up the Property Maintenance name change. 


Mr. Hitchcock asked that the proposed Shade Tree ordinance be put on for the next meeting.  In reference to 40-42 Washington, he asked Mrs. Forbes if she would wish to hold on that until after the early May meeting.  She agreed to the second meeting in May if there is no prior action.


Mr. Singleterry called for the sign ordinance.


PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank N. D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after enforcement on overgrown vegetation blocking visibility at a certain address on Myrtle Avenue.  Also, he asked about a similar violation at a certain Grove Street address and its enforcement, saying that there seemed to be a lack of follow-up.   He further questioned enforcement on a reported historic preservation violation on Mercer Avenue.  

COMMENTS BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL:

Mayor Allen presented two plaques from Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, one for best participation in community activities for 2007, the other for achievement in network utilization in 2007.  The latter plaque was accompanied by a lessening of the Borough’s insurance premium by $2,000.  The Mayor further advised that Circuit City would be moving into the Route 22 eastbound space formerly occupied by Staples, and that Capital One would be coming into the former Fin & Claw on Route 22 westbound.  The former McDonald’s on Route 22 will be turned into a strip mall.  On Somerset Street, the former Mackie Furniture space where the façade is under construction will be a dance studio with a child care facility coming in down the street.  

In observance of the month of the young child, the North Plainfield Pre-K Alliance will have their celebration, again, in Green Acres Park on Wednesday.  The Pre-K Alliance is being used as a model across the state for pre-schools working together with districts.  The Mayor added that she had recently experienced other instances of the Borough being used as a positive model.  Last week, the North Plainfield Forum founded by our clergy was used as a model by Somerset County.  Also, West End School was held up as a national model by the former Somerset County Superintendent of Schools for their continued support of the Smile Train.

The Mayor reminded that tomorrow is school election day, and she hoped that North Plainfield residents put in a strong appearance at the polls.  The North Plainfield Forum will again be hosting Paint the Town and Green the Brook, an annual community day constantly gaining in popularity in the Borough.  The Mayor reminded that the joint Borough/Schools newsletter would again be appearing.  It is a cooperative effort in recognition of the urgent need to reach out to the community, particularly in response to erratic coverage from the Courier News.  She explained that spotty attendance at the revaluation meetings was the result of difficulties encountered in getting notices printed in the paper, and that efforts were made to publicize the revaluation by way of fliers distributed door-to-door by DPW personnel and by posting on the Borough website.  

Mrs. Forbes commented on an award recently accorded Capt. Allen Smith by the Professional Firefighters Association of New Jersey, the highest valor honor in connection with a fire on Mountain Avenue.  Without protective gear, he responded to a fire when off-duty and pulled two people out of a burning building.

Mr. Giordano commented that he had also been present at the recent Valor Awards luncheon and was quite impressed with Capt. Smith receiving the highest honor from his union.  The Councilman also commented favorably on the recent recreation parade and opening season of softball.

Mr. Hitchcock spoke on the establishment of the cap bank.  He said that he had cast his vote on the need to help support the continued timely provision of quality emergency services in town, and further conveyed his appreciation for the opening day exercises of recreation.   He found the recent joint newsletter excellent, and reminded of the community open house at the Vermeule Mansion planned for May 18th from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m.

Mr. Righetti expressed his enjoyment on the opening day celebration of little league. 

Mr. Singleterry, referencing the cap vote, explained his concerns that the Borough could lose almost a quarter-million in state aid, and the fact that new police officers might possibly be hired to bring the Borough to required strength.  The governing body will still be able to propose budget cuts as required.

The Council President said that the high school’s recent scholarship night presentation was most inspiring, and that he was pleased to observe the high academic standards of students attending the schools.   He added his congratulations on Capt. Smith’s recent valor award.

The Council President called for a recess at 9:32 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Giordano moved to come out of Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.

The meeting reconvened at 10:14 p.m. with all six council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.

Mr. Bernstein advised that all council members present at the beginning of tonight’s meeting, in addition to the Mayor, Administrator, the Borough Attorney and Borough Clerk were present for the Executive Session and remained in attendance.  Ongoing negotiations with the Teamsters Local representing white collar employees, with the PBA locals representing the police department rank and file, and the IAFF locals representing the firefighters and fire officers were discussed.  The Attorney said that he was asking for approval of Resolution No. 04-14-08-05, representing a one-year salary-only extension on the existing collective bargaining agreement, Teamsters Local 469 representing public works employees.

Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-08-05  WHEREAS, Teamsters Local 469 and the Borough of North Plainfield have been involved in negotiations for a successor agreement commencing January 1, 2007 for DPW employees; and

WHEREAS, the parties are presently in mediation with PERC as to such a successor agreement; and

WHEREAS, the parties have entered into a Memorandum of Agreement for calendar year 2007 only while they pursue additional negotiations for 2008 and beyond.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough ratifies the Memorandum of Agreement for calendar year 2007 only and authorizes the Administrator to take the appropriate actions to carry out the provisions of the Memorandum upon notification from Teamsters Local 469 of ratification.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Stabile

Nay:
Singleterry

Resolution carried 5-1.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:17 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

4/14/08


