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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 28, 2008 at 9:13 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Jenny Flynn

Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Robert Gatto, 72 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned the ordinance regarding the organization of the police department, saying that it seemed extremely broad and held the potential for exponential increased costs.   


Barbara Habeeb, 73 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned the purpose of police reorganization that could result from the ordinance and asked if the Borough would be locked into a total of 48 police officers.  


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Board of Health Meeting and Agenda Conference of March 10, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Board of Health Meeting and Agenda Conference of March 10, 2008.  

Mr. Singleterry requested an amendment to the Board of Health minutes to change the speaker who asked about the Farmers’ Market from Mr. Stabile to himself.  On consensus, the Council supported the amendment.

Roll Call on the Board of Health Meeting, as amended, and the Agenda Conference of March 10, 2008:

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Flynn


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-06, AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY SECTION 2-21.1, ENTITLED “ORGANIZATION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT” (amendment to reflect current rank structure of the Police Department)


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, asked why the ordinance was needed and what benefits would result from it.  He asked if higher police salaries would result, if it would improve efficiency and if there were any validity to considering a civilian public safety director.  


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. Bernstein explained that the ordinance before the Governing Body memorializes the existing table of organization for the North Plainfield Police Department.  The present ordinance does not speak to the number of individuals in the department and sets no ceiling on the number of police that could be hired.  The 48 number reflects the number of police employed over the last ten years in the Borough.  At the present time, less than that number are in place.  The corporal and captain positions as well as the table of organization will now be in step with requirements of state statute and the PBA agreement.  The new ordinance will cause no change in the police budget from the table of organization which has been in place.  Further, the town is attempting to establish a mechanism that will cap terminal leave payments.  


Ms. Flynn presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-06 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Bernstein, referencing item “h,” asked that it be amended to appoint Ventantonio & Wildenhain as special counsel for the calendar year and not for redevelopment matters.

Ms. Flynn requested that items “a” and “d” through “m” be removed for separate votes.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-28-08-02b, c, n, o, p, q, r, s, t, u, v and w

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02b  
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield applied for and received a Smart Growth Grant to promote and create a Strategic Plan for the Borough;


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield created and finalized work far beyond what the original grant scope of work could envision;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough does hereby request to update and include in the Scope of work for Smart Growth Grant, 2004-99000-0234-02, all the following work product that was completed on behalf of the Borough:

Conduct public outreach through the steering committee, public meetings and surveys; Based on public input, prepare a street redesign plan with drawings with a “Context Sensitive Design” that includes a strategy for traffic calming and coordination of pedestrian, bicycle and automotive links that takes into consideration the “Raritan Valley Rail and Route 28 Corridor Study”;

Develop an Implementation Plan for the downtown that promotes beneficial economic growth while preserving and enhancing the quality of community life for residents/commuters.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02c  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING PARTICIPATION IN THE “THANKS MOM” BLOOD AND BONE MARROW TISSUE TYPING DRIVE


WHEREAS, on any given day, the physicians of more than 6,000 children and adults are searching the NATIONAL MARROW DONOR PROGRAM (NMDP) Registry for a life-saving donor; and


WHEREAS, the NMDP Registry conducts an annual Campaign during the two weeks surrounding Mothers’ Day as a way to say “Thanks, Mom” for giving us life.  During this campaign, painless marrow tissue typing is being paid for by grant money; any North Plainfielder could be the one to save a life by joining the NMDP Registry during the May 12th Community Blood Services Blood and Bone Marrow Tissue Typing Drive.  Community Blood Services will also be accepting blood and platelet donations; and


WHEREAS, the Human Leucocyte Antigen (HLA) Registry headquartered at Oradell, New Jersey has been helping patients with leukemia and aplastic anemia and other potentially fatal blood diseases in their searches for unrelated compatible donors.  The Registry is responsible for registering more than 200,000 potential donors in its data base and for more than 600 bone marrow and stem cell transplants; and


WHEREAS, the HLA Registry is one of the world’s leading independent bone marrow donor registries, and actively recruits donors from all over the United States, particularly from the northeastern region of the country.  Donors from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds are especially needed.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that North Plainfielders are encouraged to participate in the May 12th “Thanks Mom” typing drive at the North Plainfield Community Center beginning at 1:30 p.m.; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield lends its encouragement to supporting the Blood and Bone Marrow Tissue Typing Drive and efforts to sharing the precious gift of life.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02n  
WHEREAS, N.P.R.G.O. 14-4.1 prohibits the outdoor display of merchandise in a manner which obstructs the public streets or sidewalks, but permits the Borough Council to waive the provisions of that Ordinance in certain limited circumstances; and


WHEREAS, Elks Lodge #885, 473 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, is a charitable organization whose main charity is Handicapped Children, but also supports Veterans, Scholarship and Peer Leadership for High School Students, Drug Awareness for Kids of All Ages and community service projects in the area; and


WHEREAS, Elks Lodge #885 has requested that the Borough Council permit the organization to conduct a flower sale on Mother’s Day weekend as a fundraiser, and the Borough Council has determined that such sale may be accomplished without detriment to the residents of the Borough;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council does hereby waive the requirements of N.P.R.G.O. 14-4.1 to permit Elks Lodge #885 to conduct a flower sale on Mother’s Day weekend at 473 Somerset Street on Saturday, May 10, 2008 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., in such a manner that said sale shall not interfere with pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02o  
WHEREAS, St. Joseph’s Church, 41 Manning Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct an on-premises cash raffle (50-50) on May 17, 2008 and an off-premises cash raffle (50-50) on June 28, 2008; and


WHEREAS, St. Joseph’s Church has been issued Identification No. 352-1-11754 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to St. Joseph’s Church to conduct an on-premises cash raffle (50-50) on May 17, 2008 and an off-premises cash raffle (50-50) on June 28, 2008 at 41 Manning Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02p  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab/limousine to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Nnaemeka Amadi, t/a Somerset Auto Group LLC, 456 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02q  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that is does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab/limousine for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Michael Garcia, 171 Stahl’s Way, North Plainfield


Craig Venson, 1419 Park Avenue, Plainfield


Hanser Melvin Vargas, 21 Hale Street, New Brunswick


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02r  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount
Lienholder
Block 1  Lot 3



$5,124.89
James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00001




346 South Avenue








Fanwood, NJ 07023

Block 94  Lot 12


$1,248.75


Certificate #07-00070

Block 50  Lot 11


$4,887.42
Sequoia Investments

Certificate #03-00017




P.O. Box 5600








Woodbridge, NJ 07095

Block 88  Lot 5.06

          $12,713.29
72 Oak Street Holdings LLC

Certificate #07-00063




P.O. Box 653








Montvale, NJ 07645

Block 100  Lot 15


$3,000.00
Plymouth Financial

Premium Certificate #07-00074


P.O. Box 2288








Morristown, NJ 07962


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02s  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Road Opening Bond – 614 Parkview Avenue


Enrique Construction Company 

$1,500.00


136 Sprague Avenue


South Plainfield, NJ 07080


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02t  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel the tax amount for Block 3.04  Lot 5 owned by James Cabbell.  Mr. Cabbell has been determined to be 100% totally disabled by the Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs.  His disability starting date was Nov. 30, 2006.  The total cumulative amount to date is $16,626.24.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does authorize the collector to cancel the tax amount of $16,626.24 for last month of November 2006 and all of 2007 on Block 3.04  Lot 5, known on the tax map as 133 Mali Drive, and authorize the Treasurer to refund this amount to Mr. James Cabbell.  Mail check to:  133 Mali Drive, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 as soon as possible.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02u  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 28th day of April 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02v  
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET


WHEREAS, the Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2008;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2008 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the Fiscal Year 2008:









Salaries
        Other


 A/C # 

CURRENT FUND


          & Wages                Expenses
                      

31-460

Gasoline






$     35,000.00

36-471

Employees Retirement System



     100,000.00

36-475

Police/Fire Retirement




     987,000.00
  



Totals





            $1,122,000.00


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02w  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING JOHN SCHERZER OF HATCH MOTT MACDONALD TO ACT AS THE BOROUGH’S DESIGNATED C-3 SANITARY SEWER OPERATOR FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional to act as the Borough’s C-3 Sanitary Sewer Operator for the 2008 calendar year; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Hatch Mott MacDonald to have John Scherzer, a C-4 licensed operator, perform such service for the Borough for four (4) hours per month for consultation on operational and regulatory needs for a flat monthly fee of Six Hundred Ninety Five Dollars ($695.00) and at the hourly rate of One Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars ($125.00) per hour should additional services be requested; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of John Scherzer of Hatch Mott MacDonald to act as the Borough’s C-3 Sanitary Sewer Operator and believes that John Scherzer is eminently qualified to perform such conflict engineering services.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that John Scherzer of Hatch Mott MacDonald is hereby appointed as the Borough’s C-3 Sanitary Sewer Operator for a flat monthly fee of Six Hundred Ninety-Five Dollars ($695.00) per month for four (4) hours of consultation and at the hourly rate of One Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars ($125.00) per hour for any additional services, for the 2008 calendar year and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an Agreement with John Scherzer on behalf of the Borough.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02a  RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE FAILURE OF THE GOVERNOR’S PROPOSED STATE BUDGET FOR THE 2008-2009 FISCAL YEAR TO TREAT PROPERTY TAX RELIEF AS OUR PRIORITY


WHEREAS, on February 26, 2008 in Trenton, Governor Jon S. Corzine presented his FY 2009 Budget proposal to a Joint Session of the State Legislature, which proposal now goes to the Legislature, which must pass a balanced budget by the start of the State’s next Fiscal Year, which begins on July 1; and


WHEREAS, the proposal, which represents what the Governor called “many unpleasant choices,” calls for the elimination of two Departments of State Government (the Departments of Agriculture and Personnel) and the State Commerce Commission, and asks all other Departments to absorb funding cuts and further calls for sacrifice in a number of other areas, including direct property tax relief, hospital aid, higher education assistance and Medicaid, with the inordinately deep cuts in municipal property tax relief funding; and


WHEREAS, one year after the historic Special Session for Property Tax Reform, which purportedly eliminated the need for a Citizens’ Convention, our property taxpayers will once again be asked for patience, and they will be asked to shoulder more than their fair share of the funding burden; and


WHEREAS, local officials have done so much with so little for so long, that State Budget-makers now believe some can do everything with absolutely nothing; and


WHEREAS, municipal property tax relief will be slashed by $189.6 million; and


WHEREAS, for municipalities with a population of less than 5,000, there will be no CMPTRA funding this year; for municipalities with a population total between 5,000 and 10,000, this relief will be limited to one-half of the amount received in the State’s 2006-2007 budget; and the $32.6 million distributed according to the CMPTRA formula, which municipalities received last year as 2008 Municipal Property Tax Assistance, is gone; and


WHEREAS, all municipalities will receive level Energy Tax Receipts Property Tax Relief funding, despite State Law that ‘requires’ annual inflationary adjustments of this (and CMPTRA) funding; and


WHEREAS, last year, municipal efficiency was promoted to the tune of $34.8 million, but in this proposal, this funding has been eliminated; and


WHEREAS, last year’s $32 million in Municipal Homeland Security Funding is gone, Special Municipal Aid funding is cut from $153 million to $145.4 – a loss of $7.6 million, Extraordinary Aid funding is reduced by $1.7 million – from $34 million to $32.2 million, and the $8 million Regional Efficiency Aid Program will not be funded; and


WHEREAS, beyond these cuts, certain municipalities served by the State Police will be asked to contribute $20 million to the State’s General Fund, and Homestead Rebates for Homeowners will be cut by $257 million, and for Renters by $124 million.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it calls on its elected representatives in Trenton, Senator Nicholas Scutari and Assembly Members Linda Stender and Jerry Green, to work with their colleagues in the Legislature and with the Governor to take affirmative action to restore program funding sufficient to honor state statutes and their stated commitment to the cause of property tax relief in all New Jersey municipalities; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Jon S. Corzine, Acting State Treasurer R. David Rousseau, Senate President Richard J. Codey, Senate Minority Leader Thomas H. Kean, Assembly Speaker Joseph J. Roberts, Assembly Minority Leader Alex DeCroce, the Chairs and Members of the Senate and Assembly Budget and Appropriations Committees, our own Senator Nicholas Scutari and Assembly Members Linda Stender and Jerry Green and to the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02d   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING TIMOTHY HOFFMAN, L.L.C. TO PERFORM APPRAISAL WORK AND SERVICES FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional to perform appraisal work and services for various municipal purposes; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Timothy Hoffman, L.L.C. to perform such appraisal services for the Borough at the rate of Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) for preliminary appraisal reports, Five Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($5,200.00) for complete narrative appraisal reports and One Hundred Forty-Five Dollars ($145.00) per hour for expert testimony, additional consultation or settlement conference appearances; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Timothy Hoffman, L.L.C. to perform various appraisal work for the Borough and believes that Timothy Hoffman, L.L.C. is eminently qualified to perform such appraisal work.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Timothy Hoffman, L.L.C. is hereby appointed to perform appraisal work and services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year at the rate of Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) for preliminary appraisal reports, Five Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($5,200.00) for complete narrative appraisal reports and One Hundred Forty-Five Dollars ($145.00) per hour for expert testimony, additional consultation or settlement conference appearances, as set forth above, at the bequest of the Director of Law/Tax Assessor.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD REAPPOINTING JERROLD N. KAMINSKY, ESQ. AS MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR                            


WHEREAS, the Borough is in need of a Municipal Prosecutor to prosecute offenders in the municipal court on behalf of the Borough; and


WHEREAS, Jerrold N. Kaminsky, Esq. is currently serving as Municipal Prosecutor for the Borough of North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to reappoint Jerrold N. Kaminsky, Esq., as Municipal Prosecutor for the Borough of North Plainfield at the same rate of compensation he is currently receiving for such services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Jerrold N. Kaminsky, Esq. is hereby appointed as Municipal Prosecutor for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year at the same rate of compensation as he is currently receiving or as may be amended by ordinance/resolutions.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING ROGUT MCCARTHY LLC AS PUBLIC DEFENDER FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a Public Defender to defend offenders in municipal court in the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Rogut McCarthy LLC to act as Public Defender for the Borough at the rate of Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) per session for all firm members providing public defender services; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Rogut McCarthy LLC to act as Public Defender for the Borough and believes that Rogut McCarthy is eminently qualified to perform such services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Rogut McCarthy LLC is hereby appointed as Public Defender for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year at the rate of Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) per session for all firm members providing public defender services.                              


Seconded by Mr. Giordano with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02g  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING WILENTZ, GOLDMAN & SPITZER, P.A. AS BOND COUNSEL FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a firm to act as bond counsel for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. to act as bond counsel for the Borough for calendar year 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. to act as bond counsel for the Borough and believes that Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. is eminently qualified to perform such services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. is hereby appointed as bond counsel for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year and to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute an Agreement with Wilentz to serve as Bond Counsel for calendar year 2008.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02h   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING VENTANTONIO & WILDENHAIN, PC AS SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a firm to act as special counsel on various legal matters as necessary as determined by the Director of Law; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Ventantonio & Wildenhain, PC to act as such special counsel for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Ventantonio & Wildenhain, PC to act as special counsel for the Borough for those legal matters as necessary as determined by the Director of Law and believes that Ventantonio & Wildenhain, PC is eminently qualified to perform such services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Ventantonio & Wildenhain, PC is hereby appointed as special counsel for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year and to authorize the execution of an Agreement by the Mayor and Borough Clerk on behalf of the Borough with Ventantonio & Wildenhain, P.C.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02i  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING LEFSKY PLANNING CONSULTANTS TO PERFORM LAND PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional and/or firm to perform land planning and management services for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Lefsky Planning Consultants to perform such land planning and management services for the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Lefsky Planning Consultants to perform land planning and management services for the Borough and believes that Lefsky Planning Consultants is eminently qualified to perform such services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Lefsky Planning Consultants is hereby appointed to perform land planning and management services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year and to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute a contract with Lefsky Planning Consultants on behalf of the Borough.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.                       

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02j  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING HODULIK & MORRISON, P.A. AS BOROUGH AUDITORS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2008


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional and/or firm to perform accounting and auditing services for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. to perform the Borough’s audit for an amount not to exceed Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($42,000.00).  More specifically, Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. propose that its fees for such auditing services will be based on the actual time spent at its standard hourly rates, plus travel and other out-of-pocket expenses, but the gross fee will not exceed Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($42,000.00).  Hodulik & Morrison further propose that if the Borough requires special accounting and/or financial advisory services in conjunction with the sale and issuance of debt obligations, it will provide these services based upon its hourly rates, subject to a maximum fee of One Dollar ($1.00) per One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) of bonds for the first Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00) and Fifty Cents ($.50) per One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) thereafter; and


WHEREAS, Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. propose that its hourly rates for the above-referenced services and subject to the above-referenced amounts and limits shall be One Hundred Twenty Dollars ($120.00) per hour for a Principal, One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per hour for a Senior Accountant and Eighty Dollars ($80.00) per hour for a Junior Accountant; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. to perform accounting and auditing services for the Borough and believes that Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. is eminently qualified to perform such accounting and auditing work.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. is hereby appointed to perform accounting and auditing services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year at the rates set forth above, which amount shall not exceed Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($42,000.00) and to authorize the Council President and Borough Clerk to execute a Contract between the Borough and Hodulik & Morrison, P.A.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.

            Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02k  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING BERNARD & NEBENZAHL, L.L.C. TO PERFORM PLANNING SERVICES WITH RESPECT TO THE BOROUGH’S COAH OBLIGATION FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional and/or firm to perform planning services for the Borough with respect to the Borough’s COAH obligation; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Bernard & Nebenzahl, L.L.C. to perform such planning services related to the Borough’s COAH obligation; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Bernard & Nebenzahl, L.L.C. to perform planning services for the Borough with respect to the Borough’s COAH obligation and believes that Bernard & Nebenzahl, L.L.C. is eminently qualified to perform such services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Bernard & Nebenzahl, L.L.C. is hereby appointed to perform planning services with respect to the Borough’s COAH obligation for the 2008 calendar year and to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute an Agreement with Bernard & Nebenzahl, L.L.C. on behalf of the Borough.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02l   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING HATCH MOTT MACDONALD TO PERFORM SPECIAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional and/or firm to perform special engineering services for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Hatch Mott MacDonald to perform such special engineering services for the Borough for calendar year 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Hatch Mott MacDonald to perform various engineering work for the Borough and believes that Hatch Mott MacDonald is eminently qualified to perform such special engineering services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Hatch Mott MacDonald is hereby appointed to perform engineering services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year and to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute an Agreement with Hatch Mott MacDonald on behalf of the Borough.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-08-02m  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING NEGLIA ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES TO PERFORM CONFLICT ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional and/or firm to perform conflict engineering services for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Neglia Engineering Associates to perform such conflict engineering services for the Borough for calendar year 2008; and                            


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Neglia Engineering Associates to perform various engineering work for the Borough and believes that Neglia Engineering Associates is eminently qualified to perform such conflict engineering services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Neglia Engineering Associates is hereby appointed to perform engineering services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year and to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute an Agreement with Neglia Engineering Associates on behalf of the Borough.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:  Flynn


Resolution carried 6-1.


REPORTS 2008:  

February Monthly:  Police Department

February and March Monthly:  Fire Department


COMMUNICATIONS:

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Re:  Activity Report for March 2008

Plainfield, NJ

Somerset County Coalition on 

Re:  Annual Housing Awards Breakfast

Affordable Housing



April 22, 2008

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  COAH Vacant Land Analysis 







Results

Somerset County Business Partnership
Re:  High Performance Public Buildings







Program Community Forum

North Plainfield Board of Education

Re:  2008-2009 Certification of Taxes and







Borough Tax Payment Schedule

Frank N. D’Amore Sr.


Re:  Property Maintenance Violation –

North Plainfield



49 Myrtle Avenue







Re:  Property Maintenance Violation –







75 Washington Avenue

Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Re:  Notice of meeting to be held May 7,







2008 at the North Plainfield Senior 







Citizen/Community Center

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  Grant Announcement!  Rapid 







Assessment Grant Program

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  Countywide Wastewater Management







Briefing Meetings on the Somerset County 






Wastewater Management Plan

Gast & Nash, Esqs.



Re:  Watchung Planning Board Public 

Watchung, NJ




Hearing Notice – Application of Adolph







Stonitsch for property located at 







7 Johnston Drive, Watchung for site plan







approval of an addition to existing 







structure and bulk variances

Mary Silva




Re:  Proposed ordinance for overnight

North Plainfield, NJ



parking

J Conroy




Re:  Notice of application before the North

Conroy Construction LLC


Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission

North Plainfield, NJ



to be considered on May 6, 2008 at the 







Vermeule Mansion for work to be done on







the exterior of 20 Willow Avenue

NJLM Educational Foundation, Inc.

Re:  Conference “Understanding and 

Trenton, NJ




Implementing the New Jersey School 







Funding Formula” to be held on Sept. 19,







2008

Martin Greenblatt, Esq.


Re:  Summons and Complaint - Martin 


North Plainfield, NJ



Greenblatt vs. J. Allen, James Rodino, et al.


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes reminded that she had requested the PODS ordinance for some time next month.


Mr. Singleterry said that the sign ordinance would be ready.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, advised that he had been asked by Rabbi Shlomo Yoffe to extend an Open House invitation to all for tomorrow evening at Yeshiva Tiferes Boruch, 112 Linden Avenue.

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Righetti expressed his appreciation for the State Trooper Michael J. Beylon Memorial Dedication Ceremony held on Friday, April 25, and for the effort that had gone into it.   Further, he offered his congratulations on the swiftness of police response to a recent attempted break-in on Dupont Street where two perpetrators were apprehended.

Mr. Hitchcock also expressed his admiration for the state trooper memorial service.   He reminded that Paint the Town/Green the Brook would meet on Saturday at Holy Cross Church.

Mr. Giordano offered his congratulations on the well-attended state trooper memorial service.  The Councilman reminded those wishing to participate in Saturday’s cleanup effort to be sure to wear appropriate clothing.  He then commented on efforts to keep Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center open and advised of various meetings and rallies that were held and continue to be held in support of the hospital’s continued full service operation.

Mrs. Forbes commented favorably on the Council President’s involvement in the trooper memorial, then said that a closure of Muhlenberg would create a serious economic impact on the Borough and its residents. 

Ms. Flynn expressed her appreciation for the various groups that have had input on the ordinances coming before the Council for their approval.  She said that there needed to be more time taken to consider the appointees to the town’s boards, committees and commissions.

Council President Stabile communicated his appreciation for the efforts of Public Works in the state police memorial and added that members of the Borough Police Department had also been invaluable in seeing it through to its fruition.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:51 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

4/28/08


