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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, May 12, 2008 at 9:25 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Jenny Flynn

Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





Also Present:

Janice G. Allen, Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Ms. Flynn.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 10, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 10, 2008:  

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Flynn


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-01   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-07 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing May 27, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-07, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER II, “ADMINISTRATION,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 2-16 ENTITLED, “DIVISION OF HEALTH, HOUSING AND PROPERTY” (changing the name of the Property Maintenance Committee to the Community Compliance and Resource Committee)


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-02   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-08 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing May 27, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-08, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XXII, “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22-17 ENTITLED, “FEES”


APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR:


Mayor Allen announced the appointment of David Testa, P.E., CME to the Municipal Wastewater Management Plan Committee for the balance of a term expiring December 31, 2008.


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

05-12-08-03a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l, m and n

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03a  
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD REVISING THE APPOINTMENT OF HODULIK & MORRISON, P.A., BOROUGH AUDITORS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2008, TO PERFORM ADDITIONAL SERVICES


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has appointed Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. to perform accounting and auditing services for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it requires a professional and/or firm to assist in the development of financial data for use in ongoing negotiations and/or arbitration of the Borough’s collective bargaining agreements; and


WHEREAS, Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. propose to perform such services under the same terms and at the same hourly rate as that set forth in the resolution appointing Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. as Borough Auditors; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. to perform services related to the collective bargaining process.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. is hereby appointed to perform accounting and auditing services related to the Borough’s collective bargaining process
for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year under the same terms and at the same hourly rate as is set forth in the resolution appointing Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. as Borough Auditors and that said appointing resolution shall remain binding and valid in all respects.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING BIRDSALL ENGINEERING, INC., TO PERFORM ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2008 CALENDAR YEAR


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional and/or firm to perform engineering services for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Birdsall Engineering, Inc. to perform such engineering services for the Borough for calendar year 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Birdsall Engineering, Inc. to perform various engineering work for the Borough and believes that Birdsall Engineering, Inc. is eminently qualified to perform such conflict engineering services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Birdsall Engineering, Inc. is hereby appointed to perform engineering services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2008 calendar year and to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute an Agreement with Birdsall Engineering, Inc. on behalf of the Borough.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD WAIVING CONSTRUCTION FEES FOR THE BOROUGH’S COAH REHABILITATION PROGRAM


WHEREAS, the Borough has an obligation pursuant to existing and amended COAH rules and regulations to provide rehabilitation housing units and administer a housing rehabilitation program; and


WHEREAS, the Borough entered into an agreement with the Friends of the Carpenter for assistance in connection with the planning, administration and implementation of its housing rehabilitation program; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to waive any and all construction fees associated with the Borough’s COAH rehabilitation program which is being administered by the Friends of the Carpenter.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that any and all construction fees associated with the Borough’s COAH rehabilitation program which is being administered by the Friends of the Carpenter be and are hereby waived.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03d  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR MUTUAL POLICE AID


WHEREAS, the Interlocal Services Act, N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1, et seq. authorizes any local unit of the State to enter into a contract with any other local unit or units within the State for the joint provisions within their territorial jurisdictions of any service which any party to the Agreement is empowered to render within its own jurisdiction; and


WHEREAS, municipalities of the State of New Jersey are authorized under N.J.S.A. 40A:14-156, et seq. to provide police assistance outside their territorial jurisdictions in order to protect life and property or to assist in suppressing a riot or disorder; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that it is in the best interests of the Borough to become a party to the proposed Interlocal Services Agreement for Mutual Police Aid which has been approved by the Somerset County Prosecutor’s Office and which is attached hereto and made a part hereof.


NOW,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Interlocal Services Agreement for Mutual Police Aid with various other participating municipalities, which Agreement is attached hereto and made a part hereof.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03e  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby update the mileage reimbursement rate for the business use of a personal vehicle at $0.505 per mile for calendar year 2008.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the operation of taxicabs for the balance of calendar year 2008 to the following , trading as North Plainfield Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Amparo M. Cobo (2)


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Martha Soria, 730 Watchung Avenue, 2nd floor, Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that MARCUS STEINHAUSER is hereby appointed as a Probationary Police Officer in the North Plainfield Police Department, effective May  6, 2008.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03i   BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that JUSTIN PELISSIER is hereby appointed as a Probationary Police Officer in the North Plainfield Police Department, effective May 6, 2008.

RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that JOSEPH MAZZA is hereby appointed as a Probationary Police Officer in the North Plainfield Police Department, effective May 6, 2008.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, by nomination of the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, DAVID TESTA, P.E., CME, is hereby appointed as Municipal Engineer to the Municipal Wastewater Management Plan Committee for the balance  of an unexpired term expiring December 31, 2008.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03l  WHEREAS, the mailing of the Sewer Bills for the first quarter of 2008 was delayed due to adjustment glitches with the new Edmunds Programming and American Water Inc.  Therefore, an extension of the grace period for the first sewer payment is requested to be May 30, 2008.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does authorize the extension of the grace period for the first payment on the Sewer charges to be May 30, 2008. 


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03m   BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 70.01  Lot 1


$    276.08

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00055





201 South 2nd Ave. Unit 16









Highland Park, NJ 08904

Block 15.01  Lot 13


$    271.87

(Same as above)

Certificate #07-00021

Block 104  Lot 36


$    298.76

(Same as above)

Certificate #07-00077

Block 3.09  Lot 9


$    292.53

72 Oak Street Holdings LLC

Certificate #07-00009





P.O. Box 653









Montvale, NJ 07645

Block 3.01  Lot 11


$ 1,689.09

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #05-00001





P.O. Box 284









Kingston, NJ 08528


RESOLUTION NO. 05-12-08-03n  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 12th day of May, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


COMMUNICATIONS:

Stryker, Tams & Dill LLP


Re:  Request for Right of Way Use

Newark, NJ




Approval by Fibertech Networks LLC

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage

Re:  Agenda of Regular Meeting of May 1,

Authority 




2008 and minutes of Regular Meeting of

Middlesex, NJ




Apr. 3, 2008

Fusco & Macaluso, P.A.


Re:  Notice of Claim – Jean Buissereth

Passaic, NJ

NJ Board of Public Utilities


Re:  New Jersey American Water Company 

Newark, NJ




proposed rate increase

Sen. Nicholas P. Scutari


Re:  Acknowledging receipt of the Borough

New Jersey Senate, District 22

Resolution opposing the revised rules and 







regulations proposed by the New Jersey







Council on Affordable Housing







Re:  Acknowledging receipt of the Borough 







Resolution calling for the continued 







operation of Muhlenberg Regional







Medical Center

Doug McDowell, Finance Chair

Re:  Proposed meeting with county and

Borough of Peapack and Gladstone

municipal officials to plot some strategy to







create a wave of protest over the direction







of the existing State government



NJ Office of the State Comptroller

Re:  Notice of legal obligations and







responsibilities pertaining to the recently

 





created Office of the State Comptroller







(“OSC”)

Frank N. D’Amore Sr.


Re:  Property Maintenance Violation –

North Plainfield, NJ



120 Sycamore Avenue







Re:  Property Maintenance Violation –







44 Washington Avenue

Miller Law Offices, P.C.


Re:  Discharge of Municipal Mechanic’s

Montvale, NJ




Lien, L & W Supply – North Plainfield







Municipal Building Project


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes said that she looked forward to the PODS item appearing on the agenda.  She further requested a discussion on enforcement of property maintenance.


Mr. Giordano suggested stricter background checks in the screening process preparatory to the issuance of taxi licenses. 


Mr. Singleterry said that the sign ordinance would be ready for the next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

The Mayor expressed her thanks to the Council, the Latino Coalition, the Property Maintenance Committee, Environmental Commission and all of the girl scouts and boy scouts for their support in the recent Paint the Town/Green the Brook.  Over 40 people were in attendance.  The scouts picked up a total of ten bags of garbage on Somerset Street, while the clean-up of the Green Brook along Parkview from West End to Lawrence yielded four truckloads of refuse.  The Latino Coalition sent individuals to help in the clean-up as well as food, which was then enjoyed at a luncheon to follow at Holy Cross Church.  She thanked the community for their support of the North Plainfield Forum in the effort.  The Mayor offered her congratulations to Mr. Hollod for his role in obtaining a $55,000.00 block grant dedicated to sewer rehab.  She thanked Council Members Forbes and Giordano for their roles in preparing the statement that was read at the recent Muhlenberg Hospital hearing before the State Health Commission.   She reminded of the open house planned at Vermeule for next Sunday with all invited.  Saying that she would be sorely missed, the Mayor extended her thanks and appreciation to Councilwoman Flynn for her service on the governing body.

Mr. Hollod reminded that applications would be taken for the next two weeks for the Economic Development Incentive Program (EDIP) grants.  In the past, the grants have supported the town’s façade improvement program.

Mr. Singleterry congratulated the three new probationary police officers, then thanked all of the public safety professionals for the good work they do for the Borough.  He expressed how very much he had enjoyed serving with Councilwoman Flynn, saying that North Plainfield residents had been well-served. 

Mr. Righetti offered his good wishes to the various public safety professionals receiving recognition this evening.  He also complimented Ms. Flynn for her efforts on Council.

Mr. Hitchcock congratulated the three new probationary patrolmen and expressed good wishes to all of the public safety personnel being recognized this evening.  He took the opportunity to welcome all to the Sunday Open House at the Vermeule Mansion and wished good luck to Ms. Flynn in her future endeavors.

Mr. Giordano extended congratulations and thanks to the public safety professionals receiving awards tonight, plus the three probationary police officers.   He, too, took the opportunity to thank Ms. Flynn for her service on Council and to wish her well in her future efforts.

Mrs. Forbes offered her congratulations to the three probationary police officers, to the public safety professionals and to the Rescue Squad volunteers.  The Councilwoman expressed how very much Ms. Flynn would be missed.  


The Council President said how great it was to see the new police officers as well as the many award recipients being recognized this evening, adding that they were some of the best that the Borough had to offer.  He offered compliments to Mr. Hollod for his block grant presentation, and for obtaining block grant monies for the Borough.  He said that Ms. Flynn would be sorely missed.  


Ms. Flynn explained that she would be taking a two-year out-of-state rotation on her job, and that she would very likely be back in New Jersey when the rotation is complete.  She thanked all for their help, advice and patience during her tenure, saying that it had been a good example of how bi-partisan government can work at its best.
 


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Ms. Flynn and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

5/12/08


