131

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, May 27, 2008 at 9:20 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


ABSENT:


Council Member:        Frank Righetti (excused)






Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Acting Mayor/Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Board of Health meeting.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:   No comments.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 24, and Agenda Conference of April 14, 2008.


Mrs. Forbes requested a correction in the minutes of the Agenda Conference of March 24th during the discussion on the PODS ordinance to attribute certain comments to her and not as indicated.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the amended Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 24, and the Agenda Conference of April 14, 2008, and all Council Members voted aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-07, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER II, “ADMINISTRATION,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 2-16  ENTITLED “DIVISION OF HEALTH, HOUSING AND PROPERTY” (changing the name of the Property Maintenance Committee to the “Community Compliance and Resource Committee”)


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the new name would reflect any change in the Committee’s latitude of responsibilities.


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-07 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.  


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-08,  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XXII, “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22-17 ENTITLED, “FEES”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.


Motion by Mr. Hitchcock to close Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-08 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-09 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing June 9, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-09, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY SECTION 22-119, ENTITLED “SIGNS,” BY REMOVING THE EXISTING SECTION AND REPLACING SUCH AS SET FORTH HEREIN


Mr. Bernstein announced that Resolution No. 05-27-08-04, calling for the introduction of Ordinance No. 08-10,  the PODS Ordinance, would be carried over to the next meeting.


APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR:


Mr. Hollod, on behalf of Mayor Allen, announced the appointment of Tracy Peters to the Property Maintenance Committee for the balance of an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2010.


CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Bernstein requested that item “d,” a resolution authorizing right of way use approval to Fibertech Networks, be removed from the agenda and not considered at this meeting.

Mrs. Forbes asked that item “n” be removed for a separate vote.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

05-27-08-05a, b, c, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l and m

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-03a RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT TO DOUBLETREE STRUCTURES FOR A POLE BUILDING ON THE VERMEULE MANSION SITE


WHEREAS, the Borough has gone to bid for a pole building to be built on the Vermeule Mansion site; and


WHEREAS, three (3) bids were received for such pole building; and


WHEREAS, Doubletree Structures has submitted the lowest responsible bid for the pole building and the Borough is desirous to award such bid to Doubletree.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Doubletree Structures of Leola, PA is being awarded the Vermeule Pole Building Project bid in the amount of Sixty-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Nine ($62,879.00) Dollars, subject to the certification of available funds and the execution of all necessary documents by the Borough, through its designated representatives and Doubletree Structures.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05b  
WHEREAS, the Borough needs to submit a Treatment Works Approval Permit Application with NJDEP for the West End Avenue Sewer Replacement project; and


WHEREAS, the Borough’s Sewer Engineer is in need of the permit application fee, as well as a Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute all Treatment Works Approval Permit documents related to this project on behalf of the Borough.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, on behalf of the Borough, to execute all Treatment Works Approval Permit documents related to the West End Avenue Sewer Replacement project and authorizes the amount of $850.00 for a permit application fee in support of this Application.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05c  
WHEREAS, Adamsville Maintenance, Inc. was awarded work by the Borough as to Mountain Avenue Drainage Improvements; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has certified the completion of all proposed drainage systems, concrete sidewalk and other restoration/ancillary work related to the project and recommends the final payment of the Contract to Adamsville Maintenance, Inc., subject to the conditions below.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the final payment of $2,384.70 be made to Adamsville Maintenance, Inc. for the Mountain Avenue Drainage Improvements Project, subject to the prior receipt of a Maintenance Bond in the amount and duration specified within the terms and conditions of the contract document.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05e  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.10, Saturday, June 21, 2008 is hereby declared to be a day of general civic celebration for purposes of the North Plainfield Street Fair, and any fees provided for in N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.2 and 4-7.3 are hereby waived for vending to be conducted on that date by any nonprofit civic organization.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05f  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.10, Friday, July 4, 2008 is hereby declared to be a day of general civic celebration for purposes of the North Plainfield Annual 4th of July Parade, and any fees provided for in N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.2 and 4-7.3 are hereby waived for vending to be conducted on that date by any nonprofit civic organization.

RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05g  
WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Economic Development Committee has requested that it be permitted to conduct a Farmers’ Market on the municipal parking lot on Somerset Street on Saturdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. beginning on or about July 5, 2008 and ending on or about October 25, 2008; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.11, the Borough Council may, by resolution, permit any nonprofit or civic organization to conduct a “Special Event” on Borough property upon certain conditions;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the North Plainfield Economic Development Committee be permitted to conduct a Farmers’ Market on the municipal parking lot on Somerset Street on Saturdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. beginning on or about July 5, 2008 and ending on or about October 25, 2008.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council waives the fifty dollar ($50.00) license fee otherwise required by N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.11c for this “Special Event.”

RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05h  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Hector Fiallos, t/a Flash Taxi LLC, 26 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield,


New Jersey


Cesar V. Sorio, t/a Sorio Taxi Cab LLC, 477 Somerset Street, North Plainfield,


New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05i  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Victor Barrera, 29 Grandview Avenue, 2nd Floor, North Plainfield, New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05j  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET

WHEREAS, the Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2008;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2008 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the Fiscal Year 2008:









Salaries

 Other

  A/C # 
CURRENT FUND



& Wages        
       Expenses

20-100

Department of Administration

$44,750.00
      $ 2,000.00


20-110

Borough Council



          0.00
         2,000.00
         20-120

Borough Clerk




  32,000.00
         6,615.00

20-130

Department of Finance


  50,000.00
         5,437.50

20-135

Annual Audit






                0.00

20-145

Tax Collection      
            



         2,375.00


20-150

Division of Assessments

              19,000.00
       11,225.00

20-155

Department of Law



    

       56,250.00

20-165

Engineering






       10,000.00

20-175

Historical Commission


    1,000.00
         1,000.00
    

21-180

Planning Board



       250.00
         1,250.00

21-185

Board of Adjustment



       250.00
         1,250.00


22-195

Uniform Construction Code

              31,500.00                  625.00

23-210

Liability Insurance

   



                0.00

23-220

Group Insurance


  
         

     365,500.00

23-225

Unemployment Compensation

  
         
       17,500.00

25-240

Police




         1,123,000.00
       17,687.50


25-241

Crossing Guards


              40,500.00

    0.00

25-252

Emergency Management




            500.00

25-260

Rescue Squad Contribution




       10,875.00

25-265 
Fire Protection




574,280.75
       10,425.00

25-266 
Fire Hydrant



  


       45,250.00


25-267

Uniform Fire Code



    4,000.00 
         2,559.50

25-268

LOSAP






         2,500.00

25-269

Emergency Medical Services



    
         1,625.00


25-275

Borough Prosecutor



    4,000.00

    0.00

26-290

Streets & Roads


          
206,250.00
       50,212.50

26-310

Buildings & Grounds





       16,000.00


26-315

Vehicle Maintenance





       36,250.00

27-330

Health





  38,750.00
       26,937.50


27-340

Dog Regulation





       11,000.00

28-370

Recreation


    

  25,000.00 
         6,000.00

28-375

Maintenance of Parks





         1,625.00


28-380

Shade Tree Advisory Board




         5,250.00

30-415

Retirement Benefits



  37,500.00      

       

30-420

Celebration of Public Events




         3,750.00

31-201

Contingent






         1,250.00

31-430

Electricity






       67,250.00

31-440

Telephone






       17,500.00

31-445

Water







         3,500.00

31-446

Natural Gas






                0.00

31-460

Gasoline






       50,000.00

31-461

Technology






         2,500.00

31-462 
Postage





                     7,250.00

31-471

Employees Retirement System



         1,000.00

36-472

Social Security





       75,000.00

36-474

Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement



                0.00

36-475

Police/Fireman Retirement




         2,000.00

42-300

COAH Housing






500.00

42-305

Somerset County Recycling




       47,500.00

42-405

Parking Authority



   16,000.00

    0.00

42-520

NJDEP Permit Fee





         2,800.00

43-490

Municipal Court



   68,000.00
         3,700.00

43-495

Public Defender





         1,875.00
  

62-405

Capital Equipment 

              

       
       15,525.00      
TOTALS



        $2,316,030.75     $1,030,624.50






  
Salaries
        Other

  A/C # 
SEWER UTILITY FUND

            & Wages   
      Expenses 


55-501

Sewer Operating


          $  42,500.00
   $  11,707.40

55-502

Plainfield Area Regional Sewer



     352,500.00

55-541

Social Security


        

      
         3,250.00


    Totals Sewer Utility

          $  42,500.00         $367,457.40

RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05k  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds, effective May 12, 2008:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount
Lienholder
Block 70.01  Lot 1


$  30.00
George Shrier

Certificate #07-00055




201 South 2nd Ave., Unit 16

Recording Fee





Highland Park, NJ 08904


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05l  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount
Lienholder
Block 16  Lot 25


$ 666.75
George Shrier

Certificate #07-00026




201 South 2nd Ave., Unit 16








Highland Park, NJ 08904

Block 203.04  Lot 19


$ 273.34
(same as above)

Certificate #07-00123

Block 62  Lot 9


$ 737.45
72 Oak Street Holdings LLC

Certificate #07-00053




P.O. Box 653








Montvale, NJ 07645

Block 16.01  Lot 31


$ 283.34
Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00028




P.O. 284








Kingston, NJ 08528

Block 95  Lot 2


$ 371.05
(same as above)

Certificate #07-00071

Block 126  Lot 5


$ 246.71
(same as above)

Certificate #07-00079

Block 203.08  Lot 31


$ 379.50
James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00125




346 South Avenue 








Fanwood, NJ 07023

Block 15.03  Lot 1


$ 532.67
Elliot Loeb

Certificate #07-00023




1 Lakeview Road








Saratoga Springs, NY 12866




RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05m  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Refund Property Tax Overpayments:


Block 147  Lot 4

$   77.32
Robert & Maryanne Foerster


3rd Quarter 2008



127 Myrtle Avenue








North Plainfield, NJ 07060


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-27-08-05n  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 27th day of May, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. Singleterry with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Giordano, Hitchcock, Singleterry, Stabile


Nays:
None


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 4-0-1.


REPORTS 2008:  

February Monthly:  Health Department

March Monthly:  Police Department


COMMUNICATIONS:

Councilwoman Jennifer A. Flynn

Re:  Resignation as Council Member,







effective May 13, 2008

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Re:  Activity Report for April 2008

Plainfield, NJ

Comcast




Re:  $1,000 Comcast Leaders and

Union, NJ




Achievers Scholarship awarded to







Robert W. Pittenger, North Plainfield







High School

Senator Thomas H. Kean, Jr.


Re:  Acknowledging receipt of the Borough 

New Jersey Senate, District 21

Resolution Opposing the Failure of the 







Governor’s Proposed State Budget to Treat







Property Tax Relief as Our Priority

Borough of Watchung



Re:  Resolution urging the Governor and







Legislature to implement a stay on further







implementation of the COAH Third 







Round Proposals and the Fair Housing Act

Richard S. Blundin



Re:  Submission of names and candidates

Republican Party Municipal Chairman
to replace former Councilwoman Jenny







Flynn until the November election

New Jersey Transit



Re:  Senior Citizen and Disabled

Newark, NJ




Resident Transportation Assistance 







Program Hearings

Comcast




Re:  Channel Changes

Union, NJ






Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  Special Planning Chairs Forum –







June 5, 2008

Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk

Re:  Bid Summary:  Vermeule Pole

Borough of North Plainfield


Building Project


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes asked that the enforcement of ordinances be placed on the next agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on various subjects.

COMMENTS BY ACTING MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod commented on the 200th anniversary of the Vermeule Mansion.  He said that a Proclamation was issued to the Friends of Vermeule Mansion with particular thanks to Nick Ciampa and Bob Hitchcock for their years of dedication to the Mansion, its maintenance and improvement.

Mr. Hollod then commented on the enthusiastic participation in the town’s various Memorial Day exercises and observances.  He offered special thanks to Tina Totten, Skip Hansen, to Public Works and to the High School’s Senior Services. 

Mr. Hollod advised of the submission of an application for an $85,000.00 EDIP grant from the County for façade improvement. 

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Giordano and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

5/27/08


