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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 9, 2008 at 8:58 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Katherine Watt, 96 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, asked if there was a council member or subcommittee responsible for doing the property maintenance study.  Council President Stabile replied that Messrs. Rodino or Krisburg would be asked to appear before the governing body for an overview on facts and figures.


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on property maintenance enforcement in the Borough.  


Fred Jones, 739 Taft Avenue, North Plainfield, assured that shade tree concerns in the Borough were of great import in town, and that a well-written and enforced ordinance could help provide leverage against overdevelopment.  


The Hearing on Ordinance No. 08-09, the Sign Ordinance, which was scheduled for this evening was rescheduled to June 27, 2008, due to a publication issue.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-10 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing June 23, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-10, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND/OR  SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD BY CREATING A NEW SECTION OF CHAPTER XI, TO BE KNOWN AS SECTION 11-12, “PORTABLE STORAGE UNITS”


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-11 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing June 23, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-11  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY CHAPTER IX OF THE CODE, ENTITLED “PERSONNEL”


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-12 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing June 23, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 08-12  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER IV, “GENERAL LICENSING,” TO ADD A NEW SECTION 4-15, ENTITLED, “MASSAGE, BODYWORK AND SOMATIC THERAPY”


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Hitchcock requested that item “g” be removed for a separate vote.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

06-09-08-04a, b, c, d, e, f, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, o and p

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04a  
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE LIBRARY RE-ROOFING AND HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM RENOVATION PROJECT FOR THE BOROUGH TO ENVIROCON, LLC AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH ENVIROCON, LLC


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield prepared Bid Specifications and requested Bids for the re-roofing and heating and air conditioning system renovation project for the Borough of North Plainfield Library (the “Project”); and


WHEREAS, the bid opening was held on June 5, 2008 for the Project; and


WHEREAS, two (2) bidders responded to the bid; and


WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bidder was Envirocon, LLC with a bid of Two Hundred Twenty-Four Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Eight Dollars ($224,588.00); and


WHEREAS, Envirocon, LLC has met all the bid specifications for the Project; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract with Envirocon, LLC, 490 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 to complete the Project in the amount of Two Hundred Twenty-Four Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Eight Dollars ($224,588.00).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Envirocon, LLC is hereby awarded the contract to do the re-roofing and heating and air conditioning system renovation project for the Borough of North Plainfield Library, as set forth in the Bid Specifications and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Envirocon, LLC, which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s Office.


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04b  
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MASTER PUBLIC WORKS SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR SHARING PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT BETWEEN SOMERSET COUNTY MUNICIPALITIES, THE COUNTY AND EACH OTHER


WHEREAS, various County of Somerset municipalities are desirous of sharing public works equipment and public works employees with the County and/or any designated municipality to provide public works services, general maintenance and related services; and


WHEREAS, the County of Somerset is desirous of providing those services to the County of Somerset municipalities in accordance with the terms of an agreement, copy of which is on file with the Clerk of the Board; and


WHEREAS, the Interlocal Services Act (NJSA 40:8A-1 et seq) authorizes and empowers the County of Somerset and the County of Somerset municipalities to enter into such an agreement.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize the Mayor and Clerk of the Borough of North Plainfield to execute agreements, as prepared by County Counsel and on file with the Clerk of the Board to provide the services to the County of Somerset municipalities as described in said agreements.


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04c  
REQUESTING BUS SHELTER

WHEREAS, NJ Transit has funds for the purchase of bus shelters throughout the State of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the governing body of a municipality in New Jersey or the Board of Chosen Freeholders of a county may apply to the New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation of bus shelters at legally designated bus stops; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, in the interest of promoting public transportation, conservation of energy, traffic safety and the convenience of the public, endorses the concept of providing bus shelters within its jurisdiction;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that application is hereby made by the Borough of North Plainfield to the New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation of one (1) bus shelter as set forth in Exhibit A, made a part hereof; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be authorized to execute an agreement with New Jersey Transit to arrange for the purchase and installation of the shelter.


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04d  
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield is dedicated to improving the quality of life in the Borough; and


WHEREAS, careful maintenance of buildings (commercial and residential) and their respective grounds, including, but not limited to, prompt disposal of trash and garbage are essential elements in achieving this goal; and


WHEREAS, citizens of the Borough increasingly have expressed concern over evidence of poor property maintenance and/or excessive accumulations of trash and garbage; and


WHEREAS, although the Council regularly receives reports of large numbers of violations and repeated summonses for the same property, remediation does not appear to be occurring in some cases; and


WHEREAS, the longstanding nature of property management violations have led Borough residents to feel that not enough is being done to preserve that appearance of neighborhoods and thus the quality of life in the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the result is an apparent disconnect between the ordinances governing these issues and enforcement which provides for remediation of the problems;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it shall commence to undertake a study of the state of property maintenance in the Borough, both regarding ordinances and enforcement, in order to ensure more rapid and effective remediation of violations.


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04e  
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield in conjunction with the North Plainfield Board of Education desires to improve the overall safety and security of the students and staff in the school environment; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield and the North Plainfield Board of Education desire to improve the level of communication, cooperation and effectiveness between the Community Police Department and the School System; and


WHEREAS, the US Department of Justice is providing an opportunity to apply for funding for the Borough and the School District to make improvements in the level of security in and around the schools through the “Community Oriented Policing Services” (COPS) known as the Secure Our Schools Grant; and


WHEREAS, the total cost being submitted for consideration is $117,348.00.  The grant is funding 50% or $58,674.00.  The local share is $58,674.00, which has been committed in the 2008-2009 school budget;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it hereby approves and authorizes the Chief of Police and the School Business Administrator to submit all necessary applications for the successful funding of this program.


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04f  
WHEREAS, application has been made by the Zerbini Family Circus, 25940 L & J Road, Myakka City, Florida, and sponsored by Stony Brook School PTA, 269 Grove Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-8, to conduct a circus on June 14, 2008 on the Stony Brook field located at 269 Grove Street, with show times at 2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.; and


WHEREAS, the Zerbini Family Circus has provided copies of a Certificate of Liability Insurance and other documents to qualify them to conduct this circus and has paid the required fee; and


WHEREAS, this event is a fund raiser benefiting the students of Stony Brook School;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby authorize and direct the Borough Clerk to issue a license to the Zerbini Family Circus to conduct a circus, sponsored by the Stony Brook School PTA, on June 14, 2008; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the fee for the license to conduct the circus be waived.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04h  
WHEREAS, the following applicants have applied for renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption, Plenary Retail Distribution or Club Licenses for the period July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 and the submitted application forms are complete in all respects; and

WHEREAS, the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all statutory, regulatory and local government ABC laws and regulations; and


WHEREAS, with respect to club licenses, the submitted applications are complete in all respects, including submission of the club member list; the officers and directors of the clubs are qualified according to all statutory, regulatory and local governmental ABC laws and regulations; and the clubs maintain all records required by N.J.A.C. 13:2-8.8 (special events open to non-club members) and N.J.A.C. 13:2-8.12 (true books of account for receipts and disbursements);


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licenses in accordance with the filed applications to the following applicants for the period July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009:

1814-33-001-003
L. Penaloza, LLC, t/a The Bridge




    50-54 Watchung Avenue

1814-33-007-007
Italian American Social Club of North Plainfield, N.J., Inc.




    403 Somerset Street 

1814-33-008-006
Mi Mundo Latino LLC, t/a Mi Mundo Latino




    375 Somerset Street


1814-44-005-008
Clinton Liquors of North Plainfield, Inc., t/a Clinton Liquors




    64 Watchung Avenue

1814-44-006-005
Star Discount Liquors, Inc., t/a Star Discount Liquors




    25 Greenbrook Road

1814-33-010-009
Ruby Tuesday, Inc., t/a Ruby Tuesday




    1250-54 Route 22 East 

1814-44-012-004
Glaadstone, LLC, t/a Herb's Liquor







    194 Somerset Street

1814-31-017-001
Plainfield Gesang-und Turn-Verein, Inc.




    220 Somerset Street


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04i 
WHEREAS, applications have been filed pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-10 for licenses to utilize certain lots within the Borough of North Plainfield for the display or storage for sale of motor vehicles; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has received certifications from the appropriate Borough officials that the applicants have satisfactorily complied with all applicable laws, ordinances and regulations;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licenses in accordance with the filed applications to the applicants listed below for the utilization of certain lots within the Borough for the display or storage for sale of motor vehicles for the period July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009.


1.
Dibre Auto Group LLC, t/a North Plainfield Nissan



545 Route 22 West 


2.
Global Motors Corp., t/a Global Auto Mall



1099 Route 22 West


3.
VIP Cycle & Sport Center Inc., t/a VIP Honda Inc.



700 Route 22 East 


4.
VIP Cycle & Sport Center Inc., t/a VIP Honda Inc.



726-750 Route 22 East 


5.
VIP Cycle & Sport Center Inc., t/a VIP Honda, Inc.



767 Route 22 West 


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04j  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab for calendar year 2008 to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Miguel Yanez, t/a Las Americas Taxi, 46B Pearl Street, North Plainfield, 

New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04k  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Luciano Santana, 347 Grove Street, Perth Amboy, New Jersey


Silvia J. Serrano, 248 Garfield Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey 


Patrick Williams, 22-24 Mariner’s Place, Plainfield, New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04l  
WHEREAS, American Red Cross Plainfield, 332 West Front Street, Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an on-premise draw raffle awarding cash as prizes (50/50) on June 21, 2008; and


WHEREAS, American Red Cross Plainfield has been issued Identification No. 396-4-30431 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffles license; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to American Red Cross Plainfield for an on-premise draw raffle awarding cash (50/50) as prizes to be held on June 21, 2008 at the North Plainfield Street Fair on Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04m  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Dumpster Bond Refund


Mr. & Mrs. Szatkowski


$200.00


538 Mountainview Drive


North Plainfield, New Jersey 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04n   BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate  


Amount
Lienholder
Block 92  Lot 8


$  387.59
M P R Properties

Certificate #07-00066




2118 Washington Valley Rd.








Martinsville, NJ 08836

Block 4.02  Lot 3


$  191.74
Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00013




P.O. Box 284








Kingston, NJ 07645

Block 179  Lot 2


$  624.40
James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00113




346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ 07023


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04o  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Sewer Utility Overpayments:


Block 81  Lot 13


$   324.62
Hany Abraham


2nd Half 2008





P.O. Box 871









Scotch Plains, NJ 07076


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04p   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 9th day of June, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-04g  WHEREAS, application has been made by Ray’s Sport Shop, Inc., 559 Route 22, North Plainfield, New Jersey, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 3-3.4, for a license to operate an indoor pistol and/or rifle range; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has received certifications from the appropriate Borough officials that the applicant has satisfactorily complied with all applicable laws, ordinances and regulations; 


NOW, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue a license to Ray’s Sport Shop, Inc. for the operation and maintenance of an indoor pistol and/or rifle range in accordance with the filed application at 559 Route 22, North Plainfield, New Jersey for the period July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, Giordano, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile 


Nays:  None


Abstain:  Hitchcock


Resolution carried 5-0-1.


REPORTS 2008:  

April Monthly:  Fire Department


COMMUNICATIONS:

Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Re:  Notice of meeting on June 4, 2008 at







the Piscataway Municipal Building

Comcast Cable Communications, LLC
Re:  Consent Motion for Extension of Time

on behalf of its subsidiaries and affiliates
to file a reply to the Comments of the N.J.







Division of Rate Counsel in the proceeding

before the Federal Communications 

Commission

Barbara H. Douglas



Re:  Notice of hearing before the North

North Plainfield, NJ



Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission







on June 17, 2008 on application to do work







on the exterior of house located at 41 







Washington Avenue

Franklin Township



Re:  Resolution #08-251 – Supporting “New







Jersey Hero Act”







Re:  Resolution #08-249 – Supporting 







Snowmobile and All-Terrain Vehicle 







Regulations

Watchung Hills at North Plainfield by:
Re:   Notice of hearing before the North

Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie

Plainfield Planning Board on June 25, 2008 

Attorneys for Applicant


at the North Plainfield Community Center at 







7:30 p.m. on the appeal of application for







preliminary and final major subdivision







approval for premises located at 641 







Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Re:  Activity Report for May 2008

Plainfield, NJ







Re:  Shelter/Pound Survey of Stray 







Animal Intake and Disposition for 2007

Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk

Re:  Bid Summary:  Library Re-Roofing

Borough of North Plainfield


and Heating/Air Conditioning System







Renovation Project

NJ Department of Environmental

Re:  Green Acres Funding

Protection

Green Acres Program

Township of Bedminster


Re:  Resolution Opposing Proposed







Assembly Bill A2867 (and Identical Senate







Bill S1919) Known as the “Permit







Extension Act of 2008”

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & 

Re:  Third Party Complaint:  Elena Rincon,

Carpenter, LLP



Plaintiff by Defendant/Third-Party Plaintiff,

Morristown, NJ



Katty C. Wong-Taylor, Esq.

Katherine Watt



Re:  Villa Maria, Block 110, Lot 2,

North Plainfield Citizens for 


North Plainfield

Community Rights

Borough of Watchung



Re:  Resolution calling for the continued

 





full-service operation of Muhlenberg 







Regional Medical Center


Mr. Hitchcock acknowledged correspondence from Ms. Douglas regarding her home and the correct date of the Historic Preservation Commission’s next meeting. 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes asked for resolution to the shade tree ordinance as soon as possible, and Mr. Hitchcock assured that it would soon be placed before the subcommittee.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Robert Gatto, 72 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the third-party complaint listed under communications, and the Borough Attorney replied that it involved an allegation of a fall outside a residence on Borough property.

Katherine Watt, 96 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, asked for a summary of bids received for the project at the Memorial Library.  Mr. Bernstein explained that two bids were received, one from Envirocon LLC in Hackettstown for $225,588.00 and the other from Encon Mechanical Corp. in Ocean for $293,007.00.  The Council awarded the contract to Envirocon.  

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on a stop sign reported as obstructed by a tree at the southwest corner of Sycamore and Willow and said that the tree in question had come down.  He noted that there is a utility pole on the southeast corner causing a similar obstruction to a sign.  At Sycamore and Rockview, he said, there is a persistent pothole problem that needs attention.

NOMINATIONS   BY   COUNCIL   MEMBERS   FOR   A    REPUBLICAN

CANDIDATE TO FILL A COUNCIL VACANCY UNTIL THE 2008 GENERAL ELECTION

Names of nominees submitted by the Municipal Committee of the North Plainfield Republican Party to temporarily fill a Council vacancy until the 2008 General Election:

Robert Gatto


Frank D’Amore Sr.

Barbara Habeeb

Mr. Giordano nominated Barbara Habeeb to fill the council vacancy, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock.  

There being no further nominations, Mr. Hitchcock moved to close nominations. Motion seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-08-05  WHEREAS, a vacancy has occurred in the membership of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield and has existed since May 13, 2008; and

WHEREAS, said vacancy has occurred at a time other than subsequent to September 1 of the next-to-the-last year term of the officer whose office has become vacant; and

WHEREAS, the incumbent whose office has become vacant was elected to office as the nominee of the Republican Party; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Committee of the Republican Party has submitted three nominees for the selection of a successor to fill the vacancy temporarily by appointment;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that 

BARBARA HABEEB

one of the nominees of the Republican Municipal Committee, be and is hereby appointed to fill the office of a member of the Council temporarily until a successor is elected to serve for the unexpired term and said successor’s election shall have been certified and said successor shall have qualified in accordance with law.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


SWEARING IN OF COUNCIL MEMBER-ELECT TO FILL COUNCIL VACANCY


The Borough Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Habeeb, who then took her seat with the Council Members.

COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod congratulated Ms. Habeeb on her election to the Council.  In response to Mr. D’Amore’s comments regarding the pothole problem, the Administrator explained that an application process had begun for state aid to do that portion of Rockview Avenue and to eliminate the problem.

Mr. Hollod reported on his meeting with the Somerset County Economic Development Committee.  The Borough had submitted an application for an increase in funding for the façade improvement program.  Out of seven applicants, North Plainfield ranked second in the process behind Manville, which was top ranked.   North Plainfield will distribute monies to business owners up and down Somerset Street for façade improvement.

Mr. Singleterry welcomed Ms. Habeeb to the Council, as did Mr. Righetti.

Mr. Giordano extended his best wishes to Ms. Habeeb, then congratulated the Reach Out 2008 youngsters.  

Mr. Hitchcock extended his congratulations to all of the Reach Out 2008 kids, then offered kudos to Mr. Hollod for his success at obtaining the façade improvement monies.  Finally, he welcomed Ms. Habeeb on board the Council.

Ms. Habeeb expressed thanks to all on Council for her unanimous election, and said that she was looking forward to working with everyone to make North Plainfield a better place.   She, too, congratulated the Reach Out 2008 youth.

Mr. Stabile noted the achievements of Reach Out 2008, then welcomed Ms. Habeeb on board the Council.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Giordano and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

6/9/08


