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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, July 14, 2008 at 7:46 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Michael Giordano Jr.

Barbara Habeeb



Robert E. Hitchcock


                                    Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry



               Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Acting Mayor/Business Administrator 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Ms. Habeeb.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 28, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 28, 2008:  

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Habeeb


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-11, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY CHAPTER IX OF THE CODE, ENTITLED “PERSONNEL”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Jeffrey Holtz, North Plainfield Professional Firefighter, requested a nay vote from the governing body on the proposed ordinance 08-11, saying that the firefighters were anticipating fair and collective bargaining, and that the ordinance as written would limit their ability to negotiate fairly.  He said that it would be more appropriate to consider such legislation after their contract is settled.


Mark Messinger, North Plainfield PBA Local 85, requesting a “no” vote, said that he had concerns about potential liability originating from 08-11 and doubts about calculations on end-of-career payouts on sick time being made.   He added that he was also concerned about provisions for on-the-job injuries and grandfather provisions as well as the possible confiscation of accumulated benefits.


Robert Gatto, 72 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, said that as a member of the Communications Workers of America, he remained concerned about on-the-job injuries (OJI).  It was his experience that any employee with an OJI is covered immediately by Workers’ Compensation, and is not expected to tap sick time.     


Jack Fowler, 92 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, said that as a teacher, it was his experience that the option remains to go to your own doctor or Workers’ Compensation.  He further commented on the ceiling for accrued sick leave time.


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-11 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile 


Nays:
Habeeb


Resolution carried 6-1.

Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-13 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing July 28, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title:

ORDINANCE NO. 08-13, AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND/OR SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CHAPTER IV, ENTITLED “GENERAL LICENSING,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 4-1, ENTITLED “TAXICABS”


Ms. Habeeb presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-14 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing July 28, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title:

ORDINANCE NO. 08-14, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND/OR SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER IV, “GENERAL LICENSING,” TO ADD A NEW SECTION 4-16, ENTITLED, “TANNING BOOTH ESTABLISHMENTS”


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mrs. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

07-14-08-04a, b, c, d, e, and f

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

BIDS:


Bids for Johnston Drive Extension Roadway Improvements had been opened on July 2, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. at the Borough Clerk’s Office.  The following bids were received:

Name of Bidder


Address


      Total Amount Bid

Mark Paving Co.


51 Noll Terrace


$197,000.00






Clifton, NJ 07013

John Garcia Construction Co., Inc.
183 Friar Lane



$236,305.00






Clifton, NJ 07013

DeFino Contracting Company
28 Industrial Drive


$279,000.00






Cliffwood Beach, NJ 07735

Adamsville Maintenance, Inc.
548 East Main Street


$240,685.00






Bound Brook, NJ 08805

Top Line Construction Corp.

22 Fifth Street



$241,529.95






Somerville, NJ 08876

Montana Construction


80 Contant Avenue


$522,150.00






Lodi, NJ 07644

Tony & Son, Inc.


625 Leesville Avenue


$348,341.00






Rahway, NJ 07065


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-04a  
 WHEREAS, the Borough went out for bids, which were received on July 2, 2008 for roadway improvements for Johnston Drive; and


WHEREAS, seven (7) bids were received and reviewed by Birdsall Engineering, Inc., the Borough’s Engineer, in a letter dated July 9, 2008; and


WHEREAS, it appears that the apparent low bidder for the job is Mark Paving Company, Inc. at $209,600.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough awards the bid for the Johnston Drive roadway improvements to Mark Paving Company, Inc., 51 Noll Terrace, Clifton, New Jersey in the amount of $209,600.00 and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute, on behalf of the Borough, all documents necessary to effectuate this bid.



RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-04b  
WHEREAS, the Borough presently uses a third-party billing service to handle the billing for EMS calls; and


WHEREAS, the Borough, through the recommendation of the Fire Chief believes the Borough can obtain more exemplary services with a new third-party billing provider; and


WHEREAS, the Fire Chief believes that DM Medical Billings, LLC, of Berlin, New Jersey, which presently handles this type of service for municipalities and fire companies throughout the State of New Jersey, will provide said exemplary third-party billing services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough wishes to enter into a billing and accounts receivable service agreement with DM Medical Billings, LLC, 20 East Taunton Road, Suite 500, Berlin, New Jersey and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute said Agreement with DM Medical Billings, LLC on behalf of the Borough.


RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-04c  
WHEREAS, the following applicants have applied for renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption or Plenary Retail Distribution Licenses for the period July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 and the submitted application forms are complete in all respects; and


WHEREAS, the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all statutory, regulatory and local government ABC laws and regulations;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licensees in accordance with the filed applications to the following applicants for the period July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009:


1814-32-002-005
La Hacienda Restaurant Inc., t/a La Hacienda Restaurant





210 Somerset Street, North Plainfield


1814-33-003-004
El Salvador, Inc., t/a Tesoro Salvadoreño Restaurant





64 Somerset Street, North Plainfield


1814-33-004-003
164 Somerset St., LLC, t/a Top Shelf





164 Somerset Street, North Plainfield


1814-44-013-012
Rock Discount, LLC, t/a North Plainfield Discount Liquors





1196 Route 22 East, North Plainfield


RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-04d  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Tania Alvarado, 402 East Sixth Street, Plainfield, New Jersey


Juan C. Menendez, 454 West Seventh Street, Plainfield, New Jersey


Luz A. Rivera, 701 Kensington Avenue, Apt. D, Plainfield, New Jersey


Julio A. Vera, 56 Lincoln Place, North Plainfield, New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-04e  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 148  Lot 52


$   192.55

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00099





201 South 2nd Ave., Unit 16









Highland Park, NJ 08904

Block 128  Lot 22


$   525.22

72 Oak Street Holdings

Certificate #07-00084





P.O. Box 653









Montvale, NJ 07645

Block 101  Lot 50


$   263.15

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00076





P.O. Box 284









Kingston, NJ 08528

Block 196  Lot 1


$9,813.89

Elliot Loeb

Certificate #07-00118





1 Lakeview Road









Saratoga, NY 12866

Block 144  Lot 9


$1,240.65

James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00093





346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ 07023

Block 108  Lot 21


$   763.78

James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00078














RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-08-04f  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 14th day of July, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


REPORTS 2008:   April and May Monthly:  Police Department

                                 May Monthly:  
             Fire Department


COMMUNICATIONS:

Grant & Program Management Bureau
Re:  U.S. Emergency Operation Center

NJ Office of Homeland Security &

Competitive Grant Program

Preparedness

Public Service Electric and Gas Company
Re:  Notice of increase in the charges for

Newark, NJ




electric and gas service

NJ Department of Environmental  

Re:  15 Dupont Street, Restoration work 

Protection




completed as required by the NJ Department







of Environmental Protection

Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Re:  Notice of meeting to be held on July 2,







2008 at Scotch Plains Municipal Building

Comcast




Re:  Comcast of New Jersey returns as a 

Toms River, NJ



sponsor of North Plainfield’s 4th of July 







Parade

Borough of Watchung



Re:  Resolution in Support of S-1785,







Establishing “Court Security Enhancement







Fund”

New Jersey Council on Special

Re:  Requesting support for Assembly Bill

Transportation




2046 and Senate Bill 1830, A Revised 







Funding Percentage for the Senior Citizen







and Disabled Resident Transportation 







Assistance Program

Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk

Re:  Bid Summary:  FY2007 NJDOT

Borough of North Plainfield


Municipal Aid Program – Johnston Drive







Extension Roadway Improvements

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  Special Somerset County Planning







Chair’s Forum – Proposed COAH Third







Round Rule Amendments

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage 

Re:  Agenda of Regular Meeting of July 10,

Authority




2008 and minutes of Regular Meeting of

Middlesex, NJ




June 5, 2008

Somerset County Planning  Board

Re:  Smart Housing Zone Proposal

Martin Greenblatt



Re:  Notice of hearing before the North

North Plainfield, NJ



Plainfield Board of Adjustment on July 16,







2008 to consider the appeal of Martin







Greenblatt for a use variance “D” from







warehouse to café and billiard hall for







property located at 75 Somerset Street

Birdsall Engineering, Inc.


Re:  Review of Bids and Recommendation

Cranford, NJ




of Award for the Johnston Drive Roadway







Improvements

Porzio Bromberg & Newman P.C.

Re:  Maillaros’ Realty Company, LLC v. 

Morristown, NJ



North Plainfield Borough, Appeal from 







County Tax Board Judgment, Property







Address:  950 Route 22 East

NJ Department of the Treasury

Re:  Borough of North Plainfield found

Division of Contract Compliance

to be in compliance with Affirmative 







Action Regulations

Joseph V. Doria, Commissioner

Re:  North Plainfield awarded $500,000 in 

NJ Department of Community Affairs
CY 2008 Municipal Property Tax Relief







Act Extraordinary Aid

Senator Nicholas P. Scutari


Re:  Award of Extraordinary Aid to the

New Jersey Senate, 22nd District

Borough


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Ms. Habeeb proposed that a non-binding open space tax referendum be considered for the November ballot, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.1.  She then referenced discussions with Mr. Hollod regarding required escrow accounts, and the possible addendum to the ordinance requiring builders to perform certain tasks at the request of the Borough, including a community impact study, environmental impact assessment, requiring a builder to pay a pro-rata share of the cost of providing off-tract improvements as stated in the Municipal Land Use Law 4055D-42.  Further, she called for an addendum to require a builder to post a development bond to ensure completion of public improvements.  She requested that these topics be explored at the next Agenda Session.


Mrs. Forbes asked that court security be considered, and that potential grant funding be investigated and tapped.   Further, she asked that the information regarding financial reporting budget status provided by Mr. Hollod be shared and that it be circulated amongst the Council before agendizing the topic for the next Agenda Conference. 

COMMENTS BY ACTING MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL

MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod advised that the Borough had received $500,000 in extraordinary aid from the State.  The monies will be applied to offsetting tax increases to Borough residents.   It will amount to an $80.00 per year reduction in the tax bill.  This year’s award is double the amount received from the state last year, and was the result of a concerted effort by the Borough Auditor, the Mayor and the Attorney.   Mr. Hollod suggested that the Council be prepared to adopt the budget with the reduction in place, and that it be included as an agenda item at the next meeting of the Council.   He asked that the Capital Budget request also be agendized for the next meeting and that stormwater management ordinances from Somerset County also be considered.  

Mrs. Forbes thanked Mr. Singleterry for his work on the Farmers’ Market.  Regarding sick leave and pensions and benefits, she commented that past practice was out of touch with the real working world of today.  Carry-over monies, she said, are amazing, and the privilege of having a job in government versus the cost of benefits was reaching a choke point.

Mr. Giordano thanked administration for their efforts leading to the extraordinary aid.  He extended compliments to Marie Cushnir, Joe Irovando and the entire 4th of July Committee for their efforts leading to a highly successful parade and fireworks display.  

Ms. Habeeb reiterated her compliments for a highly successful 4th of July celebration in town.   Further, she complimented Mrs. Forbes on bringing forth the article concerning sick leave and benefits.  She added that all current employees should be grandfathered-in and that the ordinance should be made to apply strictly to new hires.  

Mr. Hitchcock reported on the success of the recent 4th of July parade and said that he would like to see the parade go down Somerset Street next year.  He then thanked administration for their efforts in acquiring the extraordinary aid.    He commented that he would like to know how many North Plainfield firefighters are actually Borough residents, and added that the proposed ordinance represents something that had to be done.


Mr. Righetti congratulated Ms. Cushnir and Mr. Irovando on their efforts leading to the successful, well-received 4th of July celebration.  Agreeing with Mr. Hitchcock, he agreed that Somerset Street and its commercial activity should be part of the parade route.  He added his compliments to administration for working for the extraordinary aid.  


Mr. Singleterry endorsed pension and benefits reform, saying that both topics represented large parts of controlling the cost of government.   He added thanks to North Plainfield High School for their part in the recent success of a Red Cross blood drive.  


Mr. Stabile added his thanks for the efforts leading to a successful 4th of July parade, then advised that the Borough was one of the higher-ranking recipients of extraordinary aid in the state – the highest in the legislative district as well as one of the highest in Somerset County. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jack Fowler, 92 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, said that the aid received from the state was extremely high and that administration was highly deserving of thanks for the effort.  He acknowledged that it would take courage to call upon employees to yield on certain aspects of pensions and benefits, but that the time had come for change.  

Mark Williams, 7 Hurley Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked Mr. Singleterry for his efforts at the Freeholders’ meeting toward getting a reduction on certain items utilized at the 4-H Fair.  

Tom Mullen, 214 Glenside Place, North Plainfield, asked that DPW survey storm drains all over town in preparation for the coming hurricane season.  

Lawrence LaRonde, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, said that the website was in need of updating of the Council’s agendas.  Further, he advised that he had been trying to reconstitute adult recreation in North Plainfield, and would like to hear what sorts of activities were of interest.  Finally, he endorsed a Somerset Street route for the 4th of July parade.

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, indicated her agreement with comments from Messrs. Fowler and Singleterry and Mrs. Forbes regarding pension reform.   She concluded that public servants needed to be conscious of the advantages they enjoy through their pension and benefit programs.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:51 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council Vice President

7/14/08


