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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, August 11, 2008 at 8:15 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Barbara Habeeb





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President




ABSENT:


Council Member:
Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)


Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting on 22-115.7, the parking of commercial vehicles in residential zones, said that it was not being enforced.  For example, a commercial vehicle has been parked in a residential driveway on Mercer Avenue for months.  


David Lepak, 92 Norwood Avenue, North Plainfield, expressed his doubts about the renters’ certificate of occupancy ordinance, then added his concerns about garbage trucks operating in the Borough outside of their mandated hours, specifically, before sunrise.  Commenting on commercial vehicles, he said that although not all such vehicles have commercial tags, there are a number of them around town that have commercial designations painted on them.  They are seen not only downtown, but in residential neighborhoods.  There also appears to be a resurgence of Pennsylvania and South Carolina-tagged vehicles in the Borough which remain parked for months at a time.  Patrons of the barroom nearest Somerset Square seem to be monopolizing parking spots for merchants’ patrons on Friday and Saturday nights.  The same patrons are also reportedly being loud and boisterous.  


Tom Mullen, 214 Glenside Place, North Plainfield, asked if fines levied against abandoned and illegally parked vehicles would be solely the property of the Borough or if they would be shared with the state.  Mr. Bernstein replied that if they were cited for a municipal violation, the fine money would remain with the municipality.   The speaker continued that if such violations were consistently enforced, the Borough would be able to reap an impressive revenue stream.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 27, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of June 9, and Agenda Conference of June 23, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the following meetings:  

Regular Meeting of May 27, 2008:

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Habeeb, Righetti

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of June 9, 2008:

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Habeeb

Agenda Conference of June 23, 2008:  All six voted aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-16, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE, AND/OR SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER II, “ADMINISTRATION,” TO ADD A NEW SECTION 2-17, ENTITLED, “POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:   No comments. 

Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Ms. Habeeb and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Ms. Habeeb presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-16 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Habeeb


Resolution carried 5-0-1.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-17,  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND/OR SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, MOST NOTABLY CHAPTER XIII, ENTITLED “BUS STOPS”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-17 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Nay:
Habeeb


Resolution carried 5-1.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-03   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-18 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing September 8, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-18, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22, ENTITLED “SIGNS”


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-19 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing September 8, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-19, AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” SPECIFICALLY, ARTICLE I, ENTITLED “GENERAL PROVISIONS,” SECTION 22-19, ENTITLED “SATELLITE DISHES”

Ms. Habeeb presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-05  WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to preserve open space in the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to ascertain the sentiment of residents of the Borough as to a possible creation of an open space tax on the November 2008 general election ballot; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-15.7 authorizes a municipal governing body to submit to the voters of the municipality at a general election a proposition authorizing imposition of an annual levy at a rate deemed appropriate for the purposes of: (1) acquisition, development and maintenance of lands for open space, recreation and conservation purposes; (2) acquisition and preservation of historic properties, structures, facilities and areas; or, (3) payment of debt service on indebtedness issued or incurred by a municipality for such purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Borough is seeking to impose an open space tax levy of an amount not to exceed $0.01 per $100.00 of assessed value, with a provision that, if approved, this tax shall cease to be in effect as of December 31, 2011, unless the voters of the Borough vote to renew this tax or the tax at a different level of funding.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Borough Council does hereby direct the Somerset County Clerk to place the following Question and Interpretive Statement to be on the November 2008 General Election Ballot as a binding referendum:

“SHALL THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD BE AUTHORIZED

TO CREATE A MUNICIPAL OPEN SPACE AND HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION TRUST FUND AND IMPOSE AN ANNUAL REAL

PROPERTY TAX LEVY AT A RATE NOT EXCEEDING $0.01 PER

$100.00 OF ASSESSED VALUE FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOWING

PURPOSES OR A COMBINATION OF THEM:


(A)
ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR RECREATION, OPEN



SPACE AND/OR CONSERVATION PURPOSES;


(B)
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES,



STRUCTURES, FACILITIES, SITES, AREAS OR OBJECTS



AND THE ACQUISITION OF SUCH PROPERTIES, 



STRUCTURES, FACILITIES, SITES, AREAS OR OBJECTS



FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION PURPOSES; OR,


(C)
PAYMENT OF DEBT SERVICE ON INDEBTEDNESS



ISSUED OR INCURRED FOR THE PURPOSES DESCRIBED




IN SUBPARAGRAPHS (A) AND/OR (B) ABOVE.


(D)
THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION IF APPROVED,



SHALL BE IN EFFECT FOR THREE (3) YEARS, UNTIL



DECEMBER 31, 2011, UNLESS THE VOTERS OF THE 



BOROUGH VOTE TO RENEW THE TAX, EITHER AT THE



LEVEL HEREIN OR AT A HIGHER RATE.”




YES






NO



Interpretive Statement:

A “yes” vote on this question would allow North Plainfield Borough to acquire additional land, easement and/or development rights for open space and/or the acquisition/preservation of historic properties, structures, facilities, sites, areas and/or objects of historic significance within the Borough by establishing a Municipal Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund to be funded annually through the collection of a dedicated open space tax in the amount not to exceed one cent ($0.01) per one hundred dollars ($100.00) of assessed value.  This tax would be dedicated to the maintenance, improvement and/or acquisition of land for recreation, open space and/or conservation purposes, as well as the historic preservation of historic properties, structures, facilities, sites, areas or objects and the acquisition of such properties, structures, facilities, sites, areas or objects for historic preservation purposes or for the payment of debt service or indebtedness issued and/or incurred  by the Borough for any and/or all of these purposes.  Approval would also enhance the Borough’s ability to qualify for NJ State Green Acres funding under the Planning Incentive Acquisition Program and enable the Borough to qualify, where applicable/available, for any future programs not in existence which might condition a municipality’s eligibility to receive open space funds on the adoption of a tax levy and the creation of a “Municipal Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.  The provisions of this question, if approved, will be in effect until December 31, 2011 unless the voters of the Borough vote to renew this tax, either at the proposed tax rate or at a higher rate.

The Somerset County Clerk is hereby requested to print the above question and statement on the official ballots for the general election to be held on November 4, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

APPOINTMENT BY THE COUNCIL:

Council President Stabile announced the appointment of John Langenbach to the Board of Adjustment for the balance of an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2012.


APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR:


Mr. Hollod announced the appointment of Elizabeth Brumbaugh to the Board of Parks and Recreation Commissioners for the balance of an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2009.


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

08-11-08-06a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k and l

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06a  
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE OVER THE LIMIT UNDER ARREST 2008 STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN


WHEREAS, impaired drivers on our nation’s roads kill someone every 30 minutes, 50 people per day, and almost 18,000 people each year; and


WHEREAS, 28% of motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey are alcohol-related; and


WHEREAS, an enforcement crackdown is planned to combat impaired driving; and


WHEREAS, the end of the summer season is traditionally a time of social gatherings which often include alcohol; and


WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Highway Traffic Safety, has asked law enforcement agencies throughout the state to participate in the Over the Limit Under Arrest 2008 Statewide Crackdown; and


WHEREAS, the project will involve increased impaired driving enforcement from August 15 through September 1, 2008; and


WHEREAS, an increase in impaired driving enforcement and a reduction in impaired driving will save lives on our roadways;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for the Over the Limit Under Arrest 2008 Statewide Crackdown  from August 15, through September 1, 2008 and pledges to increase awareness of the dangers of drinking and driving.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06b  
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL SERVICES BY PMK GROUP RELATING TO THE MOUNTAIN AVENUE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with PMK Group for professional services related to the Mountain Avenue Drainage Improvements project; and


WHEREAS, PMK Group has performed construction observation services and contract administration services relative to the Mountain Avenue Drainage Improvements project; and


WHEREAS, PMK Group has requested an amendment to the contract to perform additional services in order to complete the project, which services amount to Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000) more than the amount provided for in the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that such additional services are justified and necessary in order to complete the project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes PMK Group to perform additional services relative to the Mountain Avenue Drainage Improvements in order to complete the project, which additional services amount to Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000) more than the original contract amount.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06c  
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL SERVICES BY CORNERSTONE ARCHITECTURAL GROUP, LLC RELATING TO THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING RENOVATION PROJECT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Cornerstone Architectural Group, LLC for services related to the municipal building renovation project; and


WHEREAS, Cornerstone Architectural Group, LLC has requested an amendment to the contract in order to perform the following additional services:  revision of construction drawings to incorporate floor plan layout changes in the amount of Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000), revision of construction drawings to incorporate a new vehicle exhaust drop in the amount of Two Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($2,750), redesign of the gas service piping as required by the utility company in the amount of One Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety Dollars ($1,890), design of the necessary structural support for an existing bearing wall in the amount of Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750), design services to address the unforeseen conditions of floor framing within the existing building in the amount of Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($3,500) and design services to revise and update the construction drawings based on floor plan layout changes in the amount of Six Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($6,900); and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that such additional services are justified and necessary in order to complete the project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes Cornerstone Architectural Group, LLC to perform the additional services referenced above relative to the municipal building renovation project in order to complete the project, which additional services amount to Thirty One Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety Dollars ($31,790) more than the original contract amount.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby update the mileage reimbursement rate for the business use of a personal vehicle to $0.585 per mile, effective August 11, 2008.



RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06e  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Cesar V. Soria Jimenez, t/a Soria Taxi Cab LLC, 477 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06f  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Andres Melendez, 945 West Front Street, Plainfield, New Jersey


Jose Moya, 526 West Sixth Street, Plainfield, New Jersey 


Salvador A. Varela, 188 Rock Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06g  
WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Rescue Squad, 334 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey has filed an application for a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways for the purpose of soliciting contributions at the intersection of Jackson Avenue and Somerset Street on August 16-17, 30-31, September 6-7, 20-21 and October 4-5, 2008 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield reviewed said application and determined that the granting of said application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways be granted to said North Plainfield Rescue Squad for charitable solicitation at the intersection of Jackson Avenue and Somerset Street on August 16-17, 30-31, September 6-7, 20-21 and October 4-5, 2008 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 7-19.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06h  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that John C. Langenbach is hereby appointed to the Board of Adjustment of this Borough to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring on January 1, 2012, and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06i  
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO ACT ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH DURING THE TIME THE BOROUGH COUNCIL IS NOT IN SESSION


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield will not be meeting from August 12, 2008 through September 8, 2008; and


WHEREAS, during the above-referenced time period, certain actions may need to be taken by the Borough with respect to paying bills, executing agreements and other such items; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to take any necessary action on behalf of the Borough during the time the Borough Council is not in session.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County 
of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to pay bills, execute any and all agreements and/or take any other action on behalf of the Borough which becomes necessary from August 12, 2008 through September 8, 2008, during which time the Borough Council will not be meeting.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06j  
WHEREAS, a duplicate payment was made on Block 200  Lot 10.03 Condo, in the amount of $966.00 by the lender, FIS Tax Services; and


WHEREAS, FIS Tax Services have submitted a request for refund of this amount, along with proof of payment.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer be instructed to refund the following:


Duplicate tax payment on Block 200  Lot  10.03 Condo - $966.00


Make check payable to:  FIS Tax Services c/o Saxon Mortgage


Mail to:
FIS Tax Services c/o Saxon Mortgage




Attn:  Beatriz Ponce




3100 New York Dr – Suite 100




Pasadena, CA 91107


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06k  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 28th day of July, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-08-06l  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Refund Property Tax Overpayments:


Block 176  Lot 8


$2,258.84
Robert J & Robin Y. Savage


3rd Quarter Duplicate Payment


567 Fisk Place









No. Plainfield, NJ 07060


Block 89  Lot 19


$2,980.00 
David Eghelshi


3rd Quarter Duplicate Payment


71 Somerset Street









No. Plainfield, NJ 07060


Block 89  Lot 20


$1,002.77
David Eghelshi


3rd Quarter Duplicate Payment


71 Somerset Street 









No. Plainfield, NJ 07060


COMMUNICATIONS:

New Jersey Council on 


Re:  Affordable Housing Reform Statute, 

Affordable Housing



P.L. 2008, c.46

Comcast




Re:  Channel Changes

Union, NJ







Re:  Channel Additions

Zipp & Tannenbaum, L.L.C.


Re:  Appeal from County Tax Board 

Jamesburg, NJ




Judgment, Raceway Realty, LLC, 643-7







Highway 22, North Plainfield

Schneck Holtzman LLC


Re:  2008 Tax Appeal Complaint, Summit

West Caldwell, NJ



Street Development, Inc., 76 Summit







Avenue, North Plainfield

Borough of Carlstadt, NJ


Re:  Resolution urging the State Legislature







and Governor Corzine to amend the Fair







Housing Act to remove the burden of the 







affordable housing obligation generated by







Xanadu and the Stadium Project from the 







backs of the citizens and taxpayers of 







East Rutherford

Law Office of S.P. DiFazio


Re:  Amended Notice of Claim Pursuant to

Flemington, NJ



New Jersey Tort Claims Act – Dominique,







Anthony & Diane Pasquarello

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage 

Re:  Agenda of Regular Meeting of Aug. 7,

Authority




2008 and minutes of Regular Meeting of

Middlesex, NJ




July 10, 2008

County of Somerset 



Re:  Notice of Public Meeting on Sept. 3,







2008 at the Montgomery Township 







Municipal Building to receive public 







comment as to the proposed diversion of a







certain portion of County of Somerset-







owned lands located in the Township of







Montgomery and the Township of 







Hillsborough

County of Somerset



Re:  Notice of Public Meeting on Sept. 4,







2008 at the Hillsborough Township







Municipal Building to receive public 







comment  as to the proposed diversion







of a certain portion of County of Somerset-







owned land in the Township of Hillsborough

 




and the Township of Montgomery

Frank N. D’Amore Sr.


Re:  Violation of 22-115.26 (safety hazard)

North Plainfield, NJ



at 120 Grove Street







Re:  Violation of 22-115.7 at Willow

 





Avenue

Public Service Electric and Gas Company
Re:  Notice of a Petition filed with the New

Newark, NJ




Jersey Board of Public Utilities requesting

 





an increase in the charges for electrical







service

NJ State League of Municipalities

Re:  Economic Development Workshop at







Rutgers, Sept. 12, 2008


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Ms. Habeeb proposed that provisions be made in the Historic District ordinance for a section naming the Villa Maria as an historic site.  She said that she had inquired after the state D.E.P. as to its possible classification and had received the reply that the Borough would first have to declare its historic status.  As North Plainfield already has an ordinance in place dealing with historic districts in town, making the Villa part of it could prevent the demolition of the historic buildings on site by the current owners.

Mr. Singleterry suggested that the Council hold a joint meeting in the fall with the Planning Board to take up the Master Plan.  


Mrs. Forbes suggested a separate joint meeting with the Board of Education to discuss the sharing of technology and to review code enforcement and rental occupancy.  With reference to historic preservation, she suggested a report on satellite dish regulation  from the Historic Preservation Commission.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on a history of property maintenance violations in the Historic District.

COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod said that he would seek out the individual referenced earlier by Ms. Rinehart.  He added that the building inspector and construction official titles have been combined into one person who would keep regular hours daily, and would be available to answer residents’ questions on permits as they arise.  

Mrs. Forbes congratulated Mr. Langenbach and Ms. Brumbaugh on their appointments.  She wished all present an enjoyable break before the Labor Day holiday.

Mr. Giordano discussed flooding concerns in the Borough and the resulting increase in insurance premiums.   He also commented on the sign ordinance, saying that there seemed to be some confusion relative to first amendment rights.

Ms. Habeeb expressed her agreement with Mrs. Forbes’ earlier comments.

Mr. Righetti commented on satellite dish positioning on homes, saying that he agreed that they should be kept at a lower profile and not attached to the front of the house.  

Mr. Singleterry extended best wishes to all for a good rest of the summer.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

8/11/08


