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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 22, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Barbara Habeeb





Robert E. Hitchcock

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


ABSENT:


Council President:       Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused)


Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


In the absence of Council President Stabile, Council Vice President Giordano took the chair.


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Hitchcock.

Council Vice President Giordano read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Thalia Saloukas, 280 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield, representing the Shade Tree Advisory Board (STAB), acknowledged receipt of a copy of the Shade Tree Ordinance, asked about the apparent rush to implement a shade tree ordinance at this time.  She asked that the ordinance be tabled until more complete legislation could be realized.


Laurie Grier, 76 Myrtle Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after staffing of the Borough’s permits office, a problem with incomplete paperwork being made available to her and the operating hours of the office.   Mr. Hollod assured that he would be in touch with Ms. Grier regarding her concerns.


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on the need for patching at the corner of Sycamore and Rockview.  He said that he, too, had experienced difficulties in accessing services in the permits office.


Tom Mullen, 214 Glenside Place, North Plainfield, expressed his thanks for the recent work done on the Columbia Avenue sidewalks and the improved drainage at that location.  He called attention to speeding on Warfield Road, asking if a stop sign and directional warning sign could be installed at Warfield and Clinton, and added that there was an unkempt property in the neighborhood that might be Borough-owned.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 14, 2008.


Council Vice President Giordano called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 14, 2008:   All six voted aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-20, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” ARTICLE VI, ENTITLED “SUBDIVISION AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22​-58, ENTITLED “OFF-TRACT IMPROVEMENTS”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-20 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-21, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” ARTICLE VI, ENTITLED “SUBDIVISION AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL,” TO ADD A NEW SECTION 22-72, ENTITLED “ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT” AND A NEW SECTION 22-73, ENTITLED “COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close public hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-21 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-22, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” ARTICLE VIII, ENTITLED “ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22-101, ENTITLED “WATER RUN-OFF CONTROL”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC HEARING:  No comments.


Motion to close public hearing by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Ms. Habeeb presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-22 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-23, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CHAPTER II ENTITLED, “ADMINISTRATION,” SPECIFICALLY REPEALING AND REPLACING IN ITS ENTIRETY SECTION 2-28 ENTITLED, “SHADE TREE ADVISORY BOARD”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENTS:


Rick Benson, 237 Norwood Avenue, North Plainfield, member of Shade Tree Advisory Board, said that the ordinance represents a step in the right direction, that private trees need protection and that shade trees play an important environmental role in supporting clean air for all.


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, said that the ordinance should be tabled until it could be scrutinized by the Shade Tree Advisory Board.


Antoinette Rinehart, 93 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield, expressed her agreement with Mr. Benson and Ms. Saloukas, asking that the ordinance be tabled for further study until it could be thoroughly researched.


Motion to close public hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-23 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-24, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER XI, ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,” SECTION 11-6, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS,” TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION, 11-6.22 ENTITLED “RENTAL CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY”


The Clerk read the ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close public hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-05  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-24 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Giordano


Abstain:   Habeeb


Resolution carried 5-0-1.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-25, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 7-4.2, “GENERAL PROHIBITIONS FOR PARKING OF CERTAIN VEHICLES” AND CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 22-115.7, “COMMERCIAL VEHICLES IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by it title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, said that the prior ordinance applying to commercial vehicles was better, but police maintained it was not enforceable.  He disagreed, saying that any interested party could enforce the earlier measure, and that 08-25 should be a public referendum.


Jack Fowler, 92 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, was pleased that the ordinance was now before the governing body and supported it in and its enforcement in its present form.


Robert Gatto, 72 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, asked about the process for waiver applications before the Board of Adjustment.  


Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, asked for clarification regarding parties charged with enforcement of the ordinance.


Mr. Bernstein advised that the Chief of Police had indicated that enforcement is not in the jurisdiction of the Police Department, and that it is within the purview of the zoning officer and/or any other person.  Primary enforcement, he continued, is a police matter when a complaint is made.


Mr. Hitchcock moved to close public hearing, seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Forbes, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Giordano


Nay:
Habeeb


Motion carried 5-1.


Mr. Bernstein advised that in light of some internal discussions he was having with individuals and some outside agencies, as well as some of the comments made, he asked that the governing body not take action on Resolution 09-22-08-06 this evening and that the matter be carried until a future time when he can come back to the governing body with some comments regarding such.    


Motion by Ms. Habeeb to carry Resolution No. 09-22-08-06, the adoption and advertising of Ordinance No. 08-06, was seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mr. Bernstein commented that the Council President will advise the Clerk when the item will be placed back on the agenda.


At this time, Mr. Hitchcock commented that he favored modifying the ordinance to allow commercial vehicles to carry a basic complement of tools.


 APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR:


Acting Mayor Hollod, on behalf of Mayor Allen, announced the following appointments to the Historic Preservation Commission:


Laly Espinoza Kuga for the unexpired term expiring on January 1, 2009


Dr. Patricia Poitevien-LeBlanc for the unexpired term expiring January 1, 2011


CONSENT AGENDA

Council Vice President Giordano stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Hitchcock noted that certain written confirmation for a taxi driver license applicant in item “h” appeared to be missing.  He asked that the item be amended to exclude Cesar L. Franco in absence of the paperwork.  Mr. Bernstein agreed that it would be appropriate to amend the item, excluding Mr. Franco’s name in the absence of written confirmation.

Mrs. Forbes asked that item “g” be removed for a separate vote.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-22-08-07a, b, c, d, e, f, h, as amended, and i

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07a   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET FOR THE SOMERSET COUNTY YOUTH ATHLETIC AND RECREATION FACILITY GRANT PROGRAM


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has made application to the County of Somerset for financial assistance under the Youth Athletic and Recreation Facility Grant Program; and


WHEREAS, the County of Somerset has reviewed said application and has found it to be in conformance with the guidelines and intent of the Grant Program and has approved the Borough’s request for funding;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an Agreement with the County of Somerset for the Somerset County Youth Athletic and Recreation Facility Grant Program for the period ending March 31, 2009.



RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO AUTHORIZE A CHANGE ORDER FOR THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY MARK PAVING CO., INC. REGARDING THE JOHNSTON DRIVE EXTENSION ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Mark Paving Co., Inc. for services regarding the Johnston Drive Extension Roadway Improvements Project; and


WHEREAS, there is a proposed change order reflecting a price adjustment in the contract as a result of changing the curb material from concrete to granite block and the increased limits of the proposed curb and sidewalk; and


WHEREAS, the cost of this change order is estimated at Thirty-Three Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Dollars ($33,520).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize a change in the order for the Johnston Drive Extension Roadway Improvements Project in the amount of Thirty-Three Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Dollars ($33,520) so that Mark Paving Co., Inc. can complete the Project as changed.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to execute the change order. 


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07c  
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO AUTHORIZE CHANGE ORDERS FOR THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY MARK PAVING CO., INC. REGARDING THE COLUMBIA AVENUE, VERMEULE PLACE AND ROCKVIEW AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT #3


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Mark Paving Co., Inc. for services regarding the Columbia Avenue, Vermeule Place and Rockview Avenue Improvements Project: and


WHEREAS, there is a proposed change order for additional sidewalk and driveway aprons on Columbia Avenue in the amount of Thirteen Thousand Three Hundred Ten Dollars ($13,310), as well as a decrease in contract price as a result of the as-bid versus as-built adjustment in the amount of Fifteen Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Eight Dollars and Thirty Eight Cents ($15,888.38); and


WHEREAS, Mark Paving Co., Inc. has also made an application for Final Payment #3 in the amount of Nineteen Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-Four Dollars and Ten Cents ($19,734.10); and


WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc., has recommended that the change orders and final payment application be approved.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize the changes described above for the Columbia Avenue, Vermeule Place and Rockview Avenue Improvements Project and also authorizes Final Payment #3 to Mark Paving Co., Inc. in the amount of Nineteen Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-Four Dollars and Ten Cents ($19,734.10).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to execute the change order. 


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07d  
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF BIRDSALL ENGINEERING, INC. FOR ENGINEERING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE LIBRARY HVAC REPLACEMENT PROJECT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to undertake replacement of the North Plainfield Library HVAC equipment/system and has a need for professional services to design the upgrade to the HVAC equipment/system; and electric, plumbing and fire protection engineering for the project; and


WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield to provide professional services for the design of the HVAC electric, plumbing and fire protection engineering for the project; and


WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. has proposed to perform the above-referenced professional services for the amount of Forty-Four Thousand Dollars ($44,000).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Birdsall Engineering, Inc. to perform professional services in connection with the design/engineering of the library HVAC replacement project for the amount of Forty-Four Thousand Dollars ($44,000) is hereby accepted, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07e  
WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Exempt Firemen’s Association, 300 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey has filed an application for a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways for the purpose of soliciting contributions on Somerset Street at Jackson Avenue on October 11 and October 18-19, 2008 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield reviewed said application and determined that the granting of said application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways be granted to said North Plainfield Exempt Firemen’s Association for charitable solicitation on Somerset Street at Jackson Avenue on October 11 and October 18-19, 2008 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 7-19.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 142.01  Lot 1

          $     476.73

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00089





P.O. Box 284









Kingston, NJ 08528

Block 2.03  Lot 7

          $     262.16

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00007



Block 128  Lot 13

          $     217.18

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00083

Block 11  Lot 3

          $     197.30

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00020

Block 149  Lot 29

          $     309.28

72 Oak Street Holdings

Certificate #07-00100





P.O. Box 653









Montvale, NJ 07645

Block 18  Lot 12

          $  2,062.28

72 Oak Street Holdings

Certificate #07-00057

Block 81  Lot 13

          $  1,336.72

Hany Abraham

Certificate #07-00059





P.O. Box 871









Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Block 161.01  Lot 10

          $     576.00

MPR Properties

Certificate #07-00105





2118 Washington Valley Rd.









Martinsville, NJ 08836

Block 4.02  Lot 32

          $     285.54

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00015





201 S. 2nd Ave. Unit #16









Highland Park, NJ 08904

Block 178  Lot 11

          $     288.14

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00111

Block 3.09  Lot 26

          $     553.26

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00011

Block 20  Lot 25

          $     517.59

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00036

Block 79  Lot 6

          $     482.25

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00057

Block 148  Lot 10

          $     661.44

Stuart Lasher

Certificate #07-00097





P.O. Box 83









Milltown, NJ 08850

Block 18  Lot 22

          $  5,791.87

James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00034





P.O. Box 284









Kingston, NJ 08528

Block 160.02  Lot 3

          $  1,355.12

James Pilewski

Certificate #05-00043

Block 97  Lot 18

          $10,876.79

NJ Real Property LLC

Certificate #07-00072





P.O. Box 473

Premium


          $  6,500.00

Holmdel, NJ 07733

Block 170.03  Lot 12

          $17,289.34

Crusader Servicing Corp.

Certificate #07-00109





179 Washington Lane

Premium


          $  6,000.00

Jenkintown, PA 19046

Block 102  Lot 11

          $24,192.00

Daniel Pilgrim

Certificate #06-00072





P.O. Box 4152









Allentown, PA 18105

Block 22   Lot 6

          $     100.00

Elliot Loeb

Certificate #00037





1 Lakeview Road

Premium






Saratoga Springs, NY


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07h  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Marco Delgado, 7 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ


Luis R. Lopez, 43 Terrill Road, Plainfield, NJ


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07i  
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATION OF A GAS GRILL FROM THE NORTH PLAINFIELD LIONS CLUB


WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Lions Club has a MagiKitch’n, Model MagiCater LPG-60 gas grill that it wishes to donate to the Borough of North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the grill is a commercial grade five foot (5’) stainless steel gas grill mounted on six inch (6”) industrial casters with eight (8) burners, and has an approximate retail value of Four Thousand One Hundred Dollars ($4,100); and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to accept the donation of the gas grill from the North Plainfield Lions Club.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby accepts the donation of the above-described gas grill from the North Plainfield Lions Club.


Ms. Habeeb presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-08-07g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 22nd day of September, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:
Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Giordano


Abstain:  Forbes, Habeeb


Resolution carried 4-0-2.


REPORTS 2008:   June Monthly:
Fire Department







Police Department




       August Monthly:
Finance Department – Budget Report







Health Department


COMMUNICATIONS:

Public Service Electric and Gas Company
Re:  Notice of increase in rates

Newark, NJ

Comcast




Re:  Channel Changes – Effective

Union, NJ




Oct. 15, 2008, Comcast will add







MSG HD to Channel 196 and MSG+







HD to Channel 197 on the Expanded







level of service

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Re:  Activity Report for August, 2008

Plainfield, NJ

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage 

Re:  Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage

Authority




Authority 3rd Quarter 2008 Billing

Middlesex, NJ

Peter Beckman



Re:  Notice of public hearing before the

North Plainfield, NJ



North Plainfield Board of Adjustment on







Oct. 1, 2008 to consider the appeal of Peter







Beckman to move an easement, get a new 







curb cut and allow for a fence in a flood







zone

Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie, 
Re:  Watchung Hills at N. Plainfield LLC

L.L.P.





v. Borough of North Plainfield re Complaint

Fort Lee, NJ




(Real Property Tax), property located at 641







Somerset Street, North Plainfield

NJ Department of Environmental 

Re:  New rules for public notification and

Protection




outreach when certain work is conducted at







contaminated sites

Somerset County Department of Health
Re:  Annual Report Summary and Environ-







mental Health Assessment and Improvement







Plan

NJ State League of Municipalities

Re:  Notice of Proposed Dues Increase

NJRA Redevelopment Training Institute
Re:  2008 Fall Training Dates

Comcast 




Re:  September Channel Line-up –

Union, NJ




correction

Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Re:  Notice of meeting on Oct. 1, 2008 at







the Middlesex County Department of







Planning, New Brunswick

Ms. Habeeb, referencing the Gittleman, Muhlstock & Chewcaskie communication, questioned property taxes being paid by the builder on the Villa Maria property.   Mr. Bernstein said that the assessment on the evaluation was being questioned.  

It is an appeal for this year and last.


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes requested a joint meeting of the Council with one or more of the other principle agencies, possibly the school board, planning board or board of adjustment to discuss issues of mutual interest. 


Mr. Singleterry suggested looking into taking advantage of the County’s energy audit program. 


Ms. Habeeb indicated her agreement with Mrs. Forbes’ suggestion and said that she was interested in discussing the master plan and the historic portion of it.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, recalled grant-supported work in 2003 on a portion of Grove Street within the Washington Park Historic District.  In the process, between 200-300 feet of bluestone sidewalk and curbing was lost.  Although the zoning officer was advised, no action was taken.  The speaker commented on reaching out to the State Department of Transportation (DOT) with the result that nothing was apparently done.

Mr. Hollod explained that the Borough Engineer had applied twice for grant money to replace the lights and to install new bluestone sidewalks in the historic district.  The Borough was turned down on both occasions.  The Engineer was in touch with the DOT, it is a matter that has endured for years and he will see to it that as much as possible which is due and owing from the DOT will be obtained by the Borough.   

COMMENTS BY ACTING MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod reported that he had asked the engineer to consult with the county regarding an energy audit at the Memorial Library which would coincide with HVAC work being conducted there.

Mr. Hitchcock thanked the Council for the passage of the shade tree ordinance, saying that the ordinance would establish a good working relationship with DPW, and that all should be happy with it.  Further, he added his enthusiasm for the new appointees on Historic Preservation, reminded of the upcoming senior picnic and concluded by discussing communication with Mr. Hollod regarding the recent success of Friends of Vermeule in receiving the full $118,000.00 grant for the exterior painting of the mansion.

Ms. Habeeb offered her congratulations to the Historic Preservation Commission appointees, then said that the grant was great news.

Mrs. Forbes added her appreciation for the Historic Preservation Commission appointees, then thanked the Administrator for the update on budget status.  She offered congratulations to Mr. Hitchcock for the successful grant and encouraged all interested parties to grab a paintbrush.  Further, she thanked the Lions for the gas grill that would be used at the seniors’ picnic and said that she found the minutes from the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment meetings to be of great interest.

The Council Vice President offered his congratulations to the two new Historic Preservation Commission members, thanked the Shade Tree Advisory Board subcommittee on their efforts, the Friends of Vermeule on a successful yard sale, the Friends and Bob Hitchcock as well as the County Freeholders for the recently approved grant.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Ms. Habeeb and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

9/22/08


