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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, October 14, 2008 at 8:25 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Barbara Habeeb





Robert E. Hitchcock


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





ABSENT:


Council Member:        Frank Righetti (excused)



Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, said that he remained concerned about a number of reported property maintenance problems in the Borough

and wanted to know why these violations were not addressed.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference of July 28, 2008.


Mrs. Forbes indicated that there appeared to be a word missing on the last page of the minutes in question concerning the replacement of trees.  Following discussion, Council President Stabile said that approval of the minutes, with a correction of the wording, would be carried to the next Council meeting.


APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR:

Mr. Hollod, on behalf of Mayor Allen, announced the appointment of Quanae P. Chambliss to the Library Advisory Committee for the balance of an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2009.

CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes asked about the request of Washington Park Association for a garage sale permit.  She had understood that the Friends of the Library would also be made a part of the blanket permit.

Mr. Bernstein suggested that Mr. D’Amore, President of the Association, be asked for his input.  Frank D’Amore Sr. came forward and specified that the request was for any member of the Association, inclusive of the Friends of the Library who happen to be located within the district, to be permitted to hold a yard sale.

Mr. Bernstein explained that resolutions “a” and “c,” which were not included in the agenda packets, were authorizing resolutions to respectively allow the Mayor and Clerk to execute the agreement with Somerset County for the $7,000 EDIP grant, while the latter would authorize an amendment to the existing agreement between the Borough and Friends of the Carpenter for an additional $100,000 for projects as per the agenda item.  The Attorney asked Council to adopt both of these resolutions, which will be reduced to writing and provided to Council.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

10-14-08-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, o and p

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and, following comments by Mrs. Forbes expressing her displeasure with the procedure described by the Borough Attorney concerning items “a” and “c,” the Resolution on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has received grant money for the purpose of performing improvements to Somerset Street; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into an Interlocal Services Agreement with the County of Somerset for the provision of those improvements to Somerset Street; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that it is in the best interests of the Borough to enter into such an Interlocal Services Agreement with the County of Somerset; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an Interlocal Services Agreement with the County of Somerset  for the provision of improvements to Somerset Street.



RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD INCREASING FEES FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES



WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has examined the various fees charged in connection with emergency medical services to determine a fair and equitable fee structure for Emergency Medical Services within or without the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Council believes it necessary to increase certain fees in order to keep up with increased cost of operations; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council believes that 911 emergency services fees should be increased to a base rate of Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($550.00), with a mileage rate of Fourteen Dollars ($14.00) per mile; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Council believes that the medic contract between the Borough of North Plainfield and the Solaris/Mercy medics should be increased to a contracted rate of Three Hundred Seventy Eight Dollars ($378.00), based on the Medicare allowable rate. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the fee for Emergency Medical Services shall hereby be increased to Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($550.00), with a mileage rate of Fourteen Dollars ($14.00) per mile, and the contract rate for the EMS medics shall be Three Hundred Seventy Eight Dollars ($378.00).


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE FRIENDS OF THE CARPENTER COAH REHABILITATION AGREEMENT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into an Agreement with the Friends of the Carpenter for assistance with the planning, administration and implementation of its COAH housing rehabilitation program; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to that Agreement, the Borough of North Plainfield agreed to make available to the Friends of the Carpenter an amount not to exceed Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000), for the completion of rehabilitation of residential structures through a deferred loan process; and


WHEREAS, the Friends of the Carpenter has recently requested an amendment to the Agreement which would allow them to do an additional five (5) to eight (8) housing rehabilitation projects at a cost not to exceed One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000); and 



WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to amend said Agreement so as to permit the Friends of the Carpenter to perform additional housing rehabilitation services;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an amendment to the Agreement between the Borough of North Plainfield and the Friends of the Carpenter to provide for an additional One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) to the Friends of the Carpenter for additional housing rehabilitation.


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01d  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, New Jersey, has experienced natural hazards that result in public safety hazards and damage to private and public property; and


WHEREAS, the hazard mitigation planning process set forth by the State of New Jersey and the Federal Emergency Management Agency offers the opportunity to consider natural hazards and risks, and to identify mitigation actions to reduce future risk; and


WHEREAS, the New Jersey Office of Emergency Management is providing federal mitigation funds to support development of the mitigation plan; and


WHEREAS, the Somerset County Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan has been developed by the Mitigation Planning Committee; and


WHEREAS, the Somerset County Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan includes a prioritized list of mitigation actions including activities that, over time, will help minimize and reduce safety threats and damage to private and public property; and


WHEREAS, two public meetings were held on March 26, 2008 and March 27, 2008, to introduce the planning concept and to solicit questions and comment; and to present the Plan and request comments, as required by law;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield:


1.
The Somerset County Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan



is hereby adopted as an official plan of the Borough of North Plainfield; 



minor revisions recommended by the Federal Emergency Management



Agency and/or the New Jersey Office of Emergency Management may



be incorporated without further action.


2.
The Borough of North Plainfield departments identified in the Plan are



hereby directed to pursue  implementation of the recommended high



priority activities that are assigned to their departments.


3.
Any action proposed by the Plan shall be subject to and contingent upon



budget approval, if required, which shall be at the discretion of the 



Borough Council, and this resolution shall not be interpreted so as to 



mandate any such appropriations.


4.
The North Plainfield Office of Emergency Management Coordinator is



designated to coordinate with other offices and shall periodically report 



on the activities, accomplishments, and progress, and shall prepare an 



annual progress report to be submitted to the New Jersey Office of



Emergency Management.  The status reports shall be submitted by



October 1st of each year.


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01e
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE 

RENEWAL OF THE NORTH PLAINFIELD COMMODITY RESALE SYSTEM 

(99022-NPCRS) WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF LOCAL

GOVERNMENT SERVICES


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has previously entered into an Agreement with the New Jersey Division of Local Government Services to participate in the State of New Jersey’s Commodity Resale System; and


WHEREAS, registration in such program expired on October 7, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to continue to participate in such program on behalf of the Borough and the Board of Education of the Borough of North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield finds it desirous and necessary to continue to seek ways to save taxpayer dollars by participating in such programs which may help accomplish this goal;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the completion of the necessary documentation which will allow the continued participation in the State of New Jersey’s Commodity Resale System for a period of five (5) years;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough, acting as Lead Agency, wishes to extend any such benefits from this program to the Board of Education of the Borough of North Plainfield.



RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01f  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PUT THE BRAKES ON FATALITIES DAY OCTOBER 10, 2008


WHEREAS, across the nation, traffic crashes caused more than 41,000 fatalities in 2007 and are the leading cause of death for young people ages 15 to 34; and


WHEREAS, in New Jersey, 724 individuals lost their lives in traffic crashes in 2007; and


WHEREAS, alcohol-related crashes accounted for 28 percent of the State’s traffic fatalities, while 25 percent of all fatal crashes involved traveling at unsafe speeds; and


WHEREAS, motorcyclists, bicycle riders and pedestrians face increased risks on New Jersey’s roadways as people opt for alternative modes of transportation; and


WHEREAS, 78 motorcyclists, 12 bicyclists and 144 pedestrians were killed in New Jersey in traffic-related crashes in 2007; and


WHEREAS, safer driving behaviors such as buckling up every ride; obeying posted speed limits; avoiding aggressive driving behaviors and aggressive drivers; never drinking and driving; wearing proper safety gear when riding a motorcycle or bicycle; and focusing solely on driving by avoid distractions, can dramatically reduce the number of traffic-related injuries and deaths;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day on October 10, 2008 and calls upon everyone to put these life-saving behaviors into practice to improve safety on the roadways in our community and throughout the state.

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01g
BE IT RESOLVED  by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab/limousine to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Marco P. Cobo Ramos, t/a North Plainfield Taxi, 232 Somerset Street,

North Plainfield, New Jersey

Amparo M. Cobo, t/a Flash Taxi L.L.C., 26 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield,

New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01h
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2008, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Luis E. Calvache, 606 Crescent Avenue, Apt. 3C, Plainfield, NJ


Manuel A. Carchi, 379 North 13th Street, Newark, NJ


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01i
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, QUANAE P. CHAMBLISS be and is hereby appointed to the LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE of this Borough to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring on January 1, 2009 and until her successor shall have been appointed and qualified.


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01j
WHEREAS, Washington Park Association, Inc. is a nonprofit corporation located in North Plainfield, which was formed to protect and preserve the Washington Park Historic District; and


WHEREAS, said Association is interested in conducting a district-wide garage sale for the purpose of raising money to assist the Association in its endeavor; and


WHEREAS, due to its nonprofit status, the Association has requested that a waiver of individual permit fees be granted to allow each member of the Washington Park Association who wishes to participate in a garage sale to be held on Saturday, October 25, with a rain date of November 1, 2008, to conduct such sale and for the Association to pay a $5.00 fee for a garage sale permit for all of the participants, due to the fact that they are conducting a district-wide garage sale and the Borough Council is interested in granting such waiver due to the nonprofit status of the Association;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, due to its nonprofit status, a waiver be granted to each participating  member of the Washington Park Association, as documented by the Association’s membership list, upon the filing of an application to conduct a garage sale on Saturday, October 25, with a rain date of November 1, 2008, and the fee for such sale be limited to $5.00 to be paid by the Association for all garage sale participants who are members of the Association.


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01k
REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $15,000.00 FOR THE 2008 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE YOUTH ATHLETIC GRANT


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount threreof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2008 in the sum of $15,000.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the Youth Athletic Grant.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $15,000.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:


Youth Athletic Grant


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01l  REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $37,500.00 FOR THE 2008 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2008 in the sum of $37,500.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the NJ Department of Transportation Grant.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $37,500.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:


NJ Department of Transportation Grant


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01m
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Tax Sale Certificate


Amount  

Lienholder
Block 178  Lot 29


$   228.92

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00112





P.O. Box 284










Kingston, NJ 08528


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01n
WHEREAS, a Tax Court appeal has been granted on Block 159  Lot 6.01 in the amount of $20,036.22 on 2007 taxes.


WHEREAS, the Irwin Law Firm has submitted a request for refund of this amount, for the Blitz Family Realty Trust to be sent to their attention.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer be instructed to refund the following:


Refund Tax Court appeal for tax year 2007 on Block 159 Lot 6.01 - $20,036.22


Make check payable to:  Blitz Family Trust, c/o Irwin Law Firm

Mail to:  Irwin Law Firm



  Attn:  Richard Danzis


  
  80 Main Street – Suite 410


  
  West Orange, NJ 07052



RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01o
WHEREAS, a Sewer Bill appeal has been granted to several properties for tax year 2008.


WHEREAS, they have paid their sewer fees in full therefore refunds of overpaid amounts are requested.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer be instructed to refund the following:


Refund overpaid sewer amounts due to appeals on the following Blocks and Lots:

Cobos, Edgar & Eva
  Block 137 Lot 10
        Refund amount:  $278.30

St. Joseph Church
  Block   81 Lot 9



$369.60

Plainfield Lodge #885
  Block 102 Lot 3



$108.90

Luis Perez

  Block 104 Lot 18



$262.40

Milagros Galarza
  Block 183 Lot 5



$119.90

Clara Lamperti
  Block   89 Lot 13



$262.90


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-08-01p
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 14th day of October, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


REPORTS 2008:  

Finance Department:  Budget Status Report – Year to date as of September 30, 2008


COMMUNICATIONS:

Public Service Electric and Gas Company
Re:  Notice of Filing and Public Hearings

Newark, NJ




for Proposed Demand Response Program 







and Associated Cost Recovery Mechanism

Comcast




Re:  Notice of adjusting of prices

Union, NJ

Katherine Watt



Re:  Saving Villa Maria, Status Report – 

North Plainfield Citizens for Community
September 2008

Rights

Juman & Juman, Esqs.


Re:  Civil Action Summons:  Barbara 

Edison, NJ




Nicholson v. Maggie Anderson-Matthews,







et al.

Somerset County Planning Board

Re:  October 27, 2008 Planning Chair







Breakfast Forum

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage 

Re:  Agenda of Regular Meeting of Oct. 2,

Authority




2008 and minutes of Regular Meeting of 

Middlesex, NJ




Sept. 7, 2008

Lord & Kobrin, Esqs.



Re:  Notice of Claim:  Tammy Tucker, Date

Mountainside, NJ



of Loss:  7/25/08

Comcast




Re:  Channel Change

Union, NJ


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Ms. Habeeb commented that she had been in touch with Freeholders Palmer and Ciattarelli as to the possibility of the Borough purchasing the Villa Maria tract as a county park.  The Borough would be given the opportunity to go before the Somerset County Open Space Committee with its formal request which would qualify North Plainfield for full funding using the County’s Open Space Trust Fund. Ms. Habeeb suggested forming a bi-partisan subcommittee of two elected officials from the Council to meet with County Counsel Tom Miller to help navigate the process.  The Council President suggested that the proposition be made part of the Council’s regular November meeting agenda.


Mrs. Forbes requested that the issue of enforcement be revisited. 


PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, on behalf of the Washington Park Association, thanked the Council for approving the Washington Park yard sale resolution.

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked Mr. Hitchcock for his 

sharing at a previous Council meeting about Somerset County’s Journey Through the Past that happened this past weekend and in which Friends of Vermeule participated.  The Vermeule Mansion was headlined as one of 28 vital historical points of interest across the county.  Further, she indicated that Mr. Hitchcock successfully appeared in costume for the occasion in the personage of “Cornelius Vermeule.”

COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod said that he, too, had participated in the Journey Through the Past weekend, conducted tours at Somerville’s historic municipal building, and that the experience was thoroughly enjoyable.

Mr. Singleterry said that he was eager for the scheduled joint meeting with the Board of Adjustment.

Mr. Hitchcock interjected that, in real life, Cornelius Vermeule was acquainted with George Washington.   He said that he appreciated the compliments and that 225 people came through the mansion that weekend.  He welcomed Ms. Chambliss to the Library Advisory Committee, then said that the Friends of Vermeule were pleased to receive the full $118,540 grant check from the county for the restoration of the mansion’s exterior.  He invited all to participate in the 12th annual Haunting of Vermeule and said that following the haunting, there would be a fund drive for Carrie Mullen who has been battling leukemia.

Ms. Habeeb congratulated Ms. Chambliss on her appointment to the Library Advisory Committee, then suggested that Mr. Hitchcock volunteer to portray Dr. Justice Cooley from the Villa Maria.

Mr. Giordano assured that it was good to have Ms. Chambliss returning to her post on the Library Committee, then said he would look forward to seeing everybody at The Haunting.  

Mrs. Forbes welcomed Ms. Chambliss to the Library Committee.  She then described the activities taking place at the Mansion on Saturday along with the Journey Through the Past, and stated that it is truly a vital community center and the Mansion is definitely being used.  She concluded by welcoming all to attend The Haunting.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Ms. Habeeb and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:48 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

10/14/08


