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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, November 24, 2008 at 8:15 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Barbara Habeeb

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Member:        Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)



The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on attending the recent School Board meeting, and questioning the Schools’ policies regarding pupils attending the district schools illegally.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 8, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 8, 2008:  

All six in favor.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-26, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE  AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII, SECTION 7-9, SCHEDULE XIII, ENTITLED “BUS STOPS”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  None


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. Giordano presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-26 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Ms. Habeeb presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-27 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing December 22, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.

Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 08-27, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER XXII, ARTICLE VI, ENTITLED “SUBDIVISION AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL” TO ADD A NEW SECTION 22-72, ENTITLED “PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS”

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-28 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing December 22, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-28, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22-119, ENTITLED “SIGNS”


APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR:


Mr. Hollod, on behalf of Mayor Allen, announced the appointment of Henry R. Stoner to the Environmental Commission for the balance of an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2011.


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Bernstein asked that item “b” be removed from consideration.  

On consensus, Council agreed.  

The removed Item “b” was titled as follows:

Resolution of the Borough of North Plainfield authorizing professional 

architectural historian and consulting services by Wayne T. McCabe &

Associates, Inc. 


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

11-24-08-04a, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j and k

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04a  
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR LEAF AND GRASS REMOVAL SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH TO S. ROTONDI & SONS, INC.


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield prepared Bid Specifications and requested Bids for leaf pick up and removal and grass removal services for the Borough (the “Project”); and


WHEREAS, S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc. was the only bidder for the Project; and


WHEREAS, it is determined that S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc. is the lowest responsible bidder for this Project; and


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract with S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc., P.O. Box 1407, Summit, NJ 07901 to complete the Project for  the sum of Two Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($249,800.00).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that S. Rotondi & Sons Inc. is hereby awarded the contract to perform leaf and grass removal services for the Borough and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with S. Rotondi & Sons, Inc. for such services, which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s office.


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04c  
WHEREAS, the following applicants have been issued identification numbers by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission, have applied for bingo licenses for calendar year 2009 and have submitted the required fees:


St. Luke’s Church


St. Luke’s Holy Name Society


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicants meet the requirements for the issuance of bingo licenses;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue bingo licenses to the said applicants for games as listed on applications filed for calendar year 2009.


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04d  
WHEREAS, a Tax Court appeal has been granted on Block 134  Lot 1 in the amount of $5,410.50 on 2007 taxes.


WHEREAS, Yeshiva Tiferes Boruch has submitted a request for refund of this amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer be instructed to refund the following:


Refund Tax Court appeal for tax year 2007 on Block 134  Lot 1 - $5,410.50


Make check payable to:  Yeshiva Tiferes Boruch, Inc.


Mail to:
Shlomo Yoffe, Admin.




Springfield Yeshiva




21 Rockview Avenue




North Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04e  
WHEREAS, a duplicate payment was made on Block 115  Lot 4, in the amount of $4,310.63 by Angela Dowd of Dunkin Donuts LLC the tenant.


WHEREAS, Dunkin Donuts LLC has submitted a request for refund of this amount, along with proof of payment.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the treasurer be instructed to refund the following:


Duplicate tax payment on Block 115  Lot 4 - $4,310.63


Make check payable to:  DBA Dunkin Donuts LLC


Mail to:
NP Route 22 W. Donuts, LLC




Attn:  Angela Dowd




413 King George Rd-Bldg D




Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04f  
WHEREAS, a payment was made for the purchase of a certificate of redemption on Block 187  Lot 2, in the amount of $100.00 by Milstead & Assoc LLC.  The owners have located the original certificate.  Therefore, the agency is requesting a refund of the $100.00 fee.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the treasurer be instructed to refund the following:


Certificate of Redemption fee-Block 187   Lot 2 - $100.00


Make check payable to:  Milstead & Assoc LLC


Mail to:
Milstead & Assoc LLC




Attn:  Cheryl Erickson




220 Lake Dr East – Suite 301




Cherry Hill, NJ 08002


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 1  Lot 21


$  254.75

George Shrier

Certificate #06-00002





201 So. 2nd Ave., Unit 16









Highland Park, NJ 08904

Block 1  Lot 21


$  483.40

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00005



RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04h  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel the tax amount for Block 48  Lot 14, owned by William Parks.  Mr. Parks has been determined to be 100% totally disabled by the Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs.  Disability start date:  April 6, 1995.  He has ownership of the property since July 11, 2008.  He is entitled to a refund of the prorated amount for 2008:  $4,028.10.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Treasurer be instructed to refund the following:


Prorated 2008 taxes:  $4,028.10


Make check payable to:  William Parks


Mail to:
William Parks




68 Fairview Avenue




North Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04i  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 24th day of November, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 11-24-08-04j  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on property located at 80-90 Somerset Street.


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.


RESOLUTION NO. 11-2408-04k 
PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS


WHEREAS N.J.S. 40:4-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made in the Borough’s 2008 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule:


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately:

A/C #
  NAME






FROM

TO

CURRENT FUND

23-220-200 Group Insurance




     $49,600.00

20-120-200 Clerk-OE







     $  2,000.00

21-185-200 Board of Adjustments-OE




         2,000.00

28-370-200 Recreation-OE







600.00

31-430-200 Utilities-Electric






       35,000.00

31-446-200 Utilities-Natural Gas/Propane




       10,000.00
     Totals






     $49,600.00
     $49,600.00



REPORTS 2008:  

October Monthly:  Health Department


COMMUNICATIONS:

Comcast




Re:  Channel Correction

Union, NJ

Public Service Electric and Gas Company
Re:  Proposed rate increase

Newark, NJ

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Re:  Activity Report for October 2008

Plainfield, NJ

Borough of Watchung



Re:  Public Hearing:  Master Plan

 





Amendment – Housing Element and







Fair Share Plan

Kris Kolluri, Commissioner


Re:  Notice of funding from the NJDOT

NJ Department of Transportation

Fiscal Year 2009 Municipal Aid Program







for Roadway Improvements to Rockview







Avenue in the amount of $200,000.00

Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk

Re:  Bid Summary – Leaf and Grass 

Borough of North Plainfield


Removal Services

Green Brook Flood Control Commission
Re:  Notice of meeting to be held on Dec.







3, 2008 at Plainfield City Hall Library


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Ms. Habeeb requested that a resolution be created to formally request that the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders be called upon to purchase the Villa Maria site for use as a county park.


Mrs. Forbes reported on a recent League of Municipalities session on the “Mortgage Meltdown,” saying that there were suggestions made on how the Borough could help residents. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, wished all present a very Happy Thanksgiving.

Larry La Ronde, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, reminded of a December 1st meeting at the Community Center regarding an adult sports program in the Borough and wished all present a happy Thanksgiving.


COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr. Hollod, on behalf of Mayor Allen, announced the planned December 5th tree lighting at the Community Center.   Further, he announced the receipt of a Board of Health contract from the County.

Mrs. Forbes conveyed her appreciation for the contract with the YMCA, then congratulated Jeffrey Meyer and Henry Stoner on their appointments.  She was pleased to see the resumption of adult athletics in town, and wished all a Happy Thanksgiving.

Mr. Giordano congratulated Messrs. Meyer and Stoner, then wished all a Happy Thanksgiving.

Ms. Habeeb congratulated Messrs. Meyer and Stoner, while wishing everyone a wonderful “Turkey Day.”

Mr. Righetti agreed.

Mr. Singleterry commented that last week’s meeting involving the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment had been most productive, then wished all a good holiday.  

The Council President wished all present a Happy Thanksgiving while congratulating tonight’s new appointees.

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 8:46 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Hitchcock moved to come out of Executive Session, seconded by Ms. Habeeb and carried unanimously.

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 8:52 p.m. with all six council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.

Mr. Bernstein advised that all council members present at the beginning of tonight’s meeting, in addition to the Administrator, the Borough Attorney and Borough Clerk, were present for the Executive Session and remained in attendance.  There was a discussion relative to the litigation surrounding  80-90 Somerset Street, North Plainfield.  No formal action is required at the present time.


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at  8:55 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

11/24/08


