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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, December 8, 2008 at 9:04 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





Also Present:

Janice G. Allen, Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the preceding Board of Health meeting.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No one appeared.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 22 and Agenda Conference of October 14, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Regular Meeting of September 22, 2008:

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry

Abstain:  La Ronde, Stabile

Agenda Conference of October 14, 2008:

Ayes:   Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  La Ronde, Righetti


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Bernstein asked that item “c” be reserved for later consideration.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

12-08-08-01a, b, d, e, f, g and h

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01a  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE SUBMISSION OF A REVISED DISCRETIONARY AID APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT FOR WASHINGTON PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT BLUESTONE SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the execution and submission of a Discretionary Aid Application and Agreement to the New Jersey Department of Transportation for an allotment of aid from the Washington Park Historic District Bluestone Sidewalk Replacement Project.


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01b  RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE YEAR 2008 FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT


WHEREAS, certain employees of the Borough of North Plainfield are not covered by the terms and conditions of a collective bargaining agreement and thus need to have their compensation established for calendar year 2008;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the following titles will receive the following compensation for calendar year 2008 as follows:



TITLE






2008


Administrative Assistant



$52,604



Borough Clerk





  90,940



Deputy Borough Clerk



  41,328



Business Administrator
 


107,120



Chief Financial Officer



  38,018



Construction Official




  15,000



Court Administrator




  71,054



Director of Public Works



  10,712



Fire Chief





134,919*



Municipal Court Judge



  50,631



Municipal Prosecutor




  13,926



Office of Emergency Management Coordinator
    4,285



Police Chief





142,733*



Recreation Director




  16,000



Assistant Recreation Director



  12,554



Tax Assessor





  61,928



Deputy Tax Assessor




  13,970



Tax Collector





  19,364



Treasurer





    4,012



Zoning/Code Enforcement Official


  61,462

*2007 Rate.  2008 Salary subject to outcome of collective bargaining agreement as per employment agreements approved by Council in 2007.


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01d  
PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made in the Borough’s 2008 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

A/C#
     NAME





FROM

TO
CURRENT FUND

23-210-200 Liability Insurance



$21,000.00


25-252-200 Emergency Management – OE




$4,000.00

26-290-200 Streets & Roads-OE





  5,000.00


26-310-200 Buildings & Grounds-OE




  3,000.00

26-315-200 Vehicle Maintenance





  2,000.00

31-430-200 Utilities-Electric






  5,000.00

31-460-200 Utilities-Gasoline




         
  2,000.00_
     Totals






 $21,000.00   $21,000.00

RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01e  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 47  Lot 14


$5,879.89

Plymouth

Certificate #07-00044





35 Airport Road











P.O. Box 2288









Morristown, NJ 07962

Block 55  Lot 5

          $28,418.04

US Bank-Cust./Sass 

Certificate #07-00052





Muni V dtr









2 Liberty Place

Premium


          $  8,500.00

50 S 16th St. Suite 1950









Philadelphia , PA 19102


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01f
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 8th day of December, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that a biennial organization meeting of the Council be called for January 1, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01h
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab to the following for calendar year 2008 in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Amparo Mendez-Cobo, t/a Flash Taxi LLC, 26 Greenbrook Road, 


North Plainfield, New Jersey 


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01c  (as amended)  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is the owner of the following surplus vehicles no longer needed for public use:

     Year/Make

      VIN No.


Mileage     Condition   Minimum Bid 

1.  2004 Ford Crown Vic. 2FAFP71WX4X106132
100,000+        Poor
        $100.00

2.  2006 Ford Crown Vic. 2FAFP71W66X100429      86,000          Poor             $100.00

3.  2004 Ford Crown Vic. 2FAFP71W14X106133      94,000          Poor             $100.00


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to authorize the sale of the above surplus vehicles at public sale pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 to the highest bidder;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of  New Jersey as follows:

1.
The Borough of North Plainfield hereby declares that the above-described surplus  vehicles are no longer needed for public use.

2.
The Borough of North Plainfield, its officers and attorney are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to proceed with a public sale of said surplus vehicles.

3.
The notice of the above, date, time and place of the public sale, together with a description of the surplus vehicles and the conditions of sale, shall be published in the Courier News, the official newspaper of the Borough of North Plainfield, with the sale being held not less than seven (7) days nor more than fourteen (14) days after publication of said notice.  The surplus vehicles will be sold on a cash basis to the highest bidders.

4.
No limit shall be placed on the number of surplus vehicles that can be purchased by any one bidder.

5.
This resolution shall take effect immediately.

  
Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


REPORTS 2008:  

September Monthly:  Police Department

Year to date/December 5, 2008:  Finance – Budget Account Status


COMMUNICATIONS:

Comcast




Re:  Channel Change

Union, NJ

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage 

Re:  Agenda of Regular Meeting of Dec. 4, 

Authority




2008 and minutes of Regular Meeting of

Middlesex, NJ




Nov. 6, 2008

NJ Department of Environmental
 
Re:  Flood Hazard Permit Revision, 614-616

Protection




Parkview Avenue

Division of Land Use Regulation

Township of Bridgewater


Re:  Resolution authorizing a Shared

 





Services Agreement to provide or receive







mutual police aid services between and








among 18 municipalities within Somerset







County and the Somerset County

 

Prosecutor’s Office and Sheriff’s 



Department

NJ Department of Environmental

Re:   Administrative Order and Notice of

Protection




Civil Administrative Penalty Assessment,

Bureau of Coastal and Land Use

27 Rockview Terrace

Compliance and Enforcement

NJ Department of Community Affairs
Re:  Local Finance Notice – Contracting







for Renewable Energy Services

NJ Department of Community Affairs
Re:  Local Finance Notice – Online 







Auctions and Other Procurement 







Related Issues

Borough of Watchung Planning Board
Re:  Continuation of Public Hearing:







Master Plan Amendment-Housing







Element and Fair Share Plan

Frank N. D’Amore Sr.


Re:  Violation of the NJ Register of 

North Plainfield, NJ



Historic Places Act that took place







in the Washington Park Historic 







District

Somerset County Energy Council and
Re:  Somerset County Energy Audit

Planning Board



Program, Dec. 16, 2008, Somerset







County Freeholder Meeting Room


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mr. Singleterry suggested that the Council review disaster planning.  The Council President replied that it would likely fall under the purview of the Council’s Board of Health responsibilities, and that the Director of the Office of Emergency Management could be asked to appear before the Board at a future date, possibly in January or February.


Mrs. Forbes requested discussion on the School Board’s effective website during the anticipated joint meeting.


The Council President asked that council members think on questions for the School Board so that they could be compiled by Mrs. Pflueger for the joint meeting. 


Mrs. Pflueger requested a brief recess in order to converse with the Borough Attorney and Administrator.


RECESS (at 9:40 p.m.)


RECONVENE (at 9:45 p.m.) with all seven council members present as before.


Mr. Bernstein announced that, in consultation with the Clerk and Administrator, it was determined that an amendment to Resolution No. 12-08-08-01c would be appropriate.  There was no minimum bid for any of the items contained, and since the resolution must indicate the amount of the minimum bid, the resolution should be amended to include the minimum bid of $100.00 per vehicle.  The amended resolution will include another column for minimum bid.  Mr. Hitchcock so moved to amend.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. Hitchcock thereupon moved the Resolution as amended:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-08-08-01c  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is the owner of the following surplus vehicles no longer needed for public use:


Year/Make

VIN No.

       Mileage
Condition     Min. Bid

1.
2004 Ford Crown Vic. 2FAFP71WX4X106132  100,000+
Poor
         $100.00

2.
2006 Ford Crown Vic. 2FAFP71W66X100429     86,000
Poor
         $100.00

3.
2004 Ford Crown Vic. 2FAFP71W14X106133     94,000
Poor
         $100.00


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to authorize the sale of the above surplus vehicles at public sale pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 to the highest bidder;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey as follows:

1.
The Borough of North Plainfield hereby declares that the above-described surplus vehicles are no longer needed for public use.

2.
The Borough of North Plainfield, its officers and attorney are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to proceed with a public sale of said surplus vehicles.

3.
The notice of the above, date, time and place of the public sale, together with a description of the surplus vehicles and the conditions of sale, shall be published in the Courier News, the official newspaper of the Borough of North Plainfield, with the sale being held not less than seven (7) days nor more than fourteen  (14) days after publication of said notice.  The surplus vehicles will be sold on a cash basis to the highest bidders.

4. 
No limit shall be placed on the number of surplus vehicles that can be purchased by any one bidder.

5.
This resolution shall take effect immediately.


Seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield,  said that it would be difficult to convince taxpayers that across-the-board salary increases were appropriate.  Further, he suggested that rate reduction be prioritized during difficult economic times.  He suggested developing a network of block captains charged with disseminating vital municipal information to their neighbors.

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, conveyed her appreciation for salary negotiations, then offered congratulations to her husband, Mr. La Ronde, on his new position on Council.  She commented on the variety of activities in the schools, saying how useful she found the website and how laudable extracurricular activities were.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mayor Allen offered congratulations to Mr. La Ronde on joining Council, then thanked Mr. Stabile for his efforts on the recent Santa arrival.  Recreation plans a tree lighting on the Vermeule grounds at 7:00 p.m. on Friday night.


Mr. Singleterry commented on a new County open space program that would allow the Borough to get aid for recreational fields.  He suggested that the topic be brought up at the upcoming joint meeting with the School Board after the first of the year.  The Council President agreed, advising that it was likely that the Board of Education was already pursuing the issue.


Mr. Hitchcock suggested making toilet facilities for West End field an agenda item.

Mrs. Forbes congratulated Mr. La Ronde, saying that he had done a great deal of training prior to his swearing-in on Council.  She also extended her best wishes to the Council President on the Santa arrival.

Mr. Giordano congratulated Mr. La Ronde and the Council President for their recent achievements.

Mr. Hitchcock warmly welcomed Mr. La Ronde, referencing their shared New England roots.  Mr. Hitchcock referred to the tree, which was planted by Mr. Dickerson and Public Works, saying that any time a tree could be planted in the Borough, it represented a positive act.

Mr. La Ronde expressed his thanks to all for their support on his council position.  He also thanked the Council President for his help with the Santa arrival.

Mr. Righetti said how very happy he was to have Mr. La Ronde on Council, and also thanked the Council President for his assistance with the Santa arrival.  

Mr. Singleterry enthusiastically welcomed Mr. La Ronde to Council, as did the Council President, who then spoke to Mr. La Ronde’s tireless efforts and enthusiasm for every task he is assigned.   


Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at  9:51 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

12/08/08


