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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, December 22, 2008 at 7:49 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Michael Giordano Jr.





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde

Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President





Also Present:

Janice G. Allen, Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney


Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Giordano.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Jim McGarry, 347 Glendale Road, North Plainfield, commended the Council on their pursuit of Ordinance 08-27 which will allow the sharing of financial burdens between businesses and residents.  He commented on the careers of both Mayor Janice Allen and Borough Clerk Gloria Pflueger, expressing his pleasure at having worked with both throughout their careers with the Borough.


Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, asked if Mrs. Forbes had any further information to help Borough homeowners facing foreclosure.  He also inquired about any new developments in how the Office of Emergency Management would release important materials to Borough residents in an emergency.


Mrs. Forbes responded that there is a group called the North Plainfield Forum to assist residents with such issues as foreclosure.  Mayor Allen further elaborated that residents may seek out assistance at the Somerset County Social Services Office located in the Quick Check parking lot.


Mr. Hitchcock explained that the Coordinator of OEM, Brian Martin, was looking into the best way to distribute materials in an emergency and would let the Council know how they could assist in the process, if necessary.   

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 14, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 10, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 14:  

Ayes:
Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  La Ronde, Righetti

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 10:

Ayes:  Forbes, Giordano, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  La Ronde 


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-27, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER XXII, ARTICLE VI, ENTITLED “SUBDIVISION AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL” TO ADD A NEW SECTION 22-72, ENTITLED “PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS” 


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Giordano and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-27 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 08-28, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22-119, ENTITLED “SIGNS,” (placing a time limitation on how long building construction signs may remain on a property)


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close Public Hearing by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 08-28 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “h” be removed for a separate vote.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

12-22-08-03a, b, c, d, e, f, g and i

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03a  WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, adopted the Housing Element of the Master Plan on December 18, 2008; and

WHEREAS, a true copy of the resolution of the Planning Board adopting the Housing Element is attached pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-2.2(a)2; and


WHEREAS, the Planning Board adopted the Fair Share Plan on December 18, 2008; and


WHEREAS, a true copy of the resolution of the Planning Board adopting the Fair Share Plan is attached pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-2.2(a)2.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, hereby endorses the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan as adopted by the North Plainfield Planning Board; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 5:96-3.2(a), submits this petition for substantive certification of the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan to the Council on Affordable Housing for review and certification; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a list of names and addresses for all owners of sites in the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan has been included with the petition; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that notice of this petition for substantive certification shall be published in a newspaper of countywide circulation pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-3.5 within seven days of issuance of the notification letter from the Council on Affordable Housing’s Executive Director indicating that the submission is complete and that a copy of this resolution, the adopted Housing Element and Fair Share Plan and all supporting documentation shall be made available for public inspection at the Borough of North Plainfield municipal clerk’s office located at 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey, during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday through Friday for a period of 45 days following the date of publication of the legal notice pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:96-3.5. 

RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03b  The governing body of the Borough of North Plainfield desires to further the public interest by obtaining a grant from the State of New Jersey in the amount of approximately $10,000 to fund the following project:  Preparation of an Historic Preservation Element for the North Plainfield Master Plan.

Therefore, the governing body resolves that Janice G. Allen or the successor to the title of Mayor is authorized (a) to make application for such a grant (b) if awarded, to execute a grant agreement with the State for a grant in an amount no less that $7,500 and not more than $10,000 and (c) to execute any amendments thereto.


The Borough of North Plainfield Borough Council further acknowledges that there is no grant match required for this CLG agreement grant.  The Grantee agrees to comply with all applicable federal, State, and municipal laws, rules and regulations in its performance pursuant to the agreement. 


RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Ana Perez, 195 North Avenue, Floor 2, Apt. A, Plainfield, NJ


Milton D. Vargas, 46 Myrtle Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ


RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03d  WHEREAS, the following applicants have filed applications for coin-operated amusement devices licenses for calendar year 2009 and have submitted the required fees; and

WHEREAS, review of the applications with accompanying sketches and investigation of the sites by appropriate Borough officials disclosed that the granting of the applications would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that coin-operated amusement devices licenses be granted to the following applicants for calendar year 2009 in accordance with the filed applications, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2:





Luis Penaloza, t/a The Bridge





50-54 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield





Mi Mundo Latino LLC





375 Somerset Street, North Plainfield





Tesoro Salvadoreño Restaurant Inc.





64 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03e  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made in the Borough’s 2008 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately:

A/C # 

NAME 




FROM 
TO 
CURRENT FUND

23-210-200 
Liability Insurance



$29,000.00

25-252-200
Emergency Management-OE




$2,000.00

31-445-200
Utilities-Water






  1,000.00

31-430-200
Utilities-Electric




           
26,000.00

     Totals






$29,000.00     $29,000.00
RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 167 Lot 9


$ 1,629.86

Sequoia Investments

Certificate #06-00108 




P.O. Box 5600









Woodbridge, NJ  07095

Block 75 Lot 23


$ 1,661.69

James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00056 




346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ  07023

Block 116 Lot 5


$    213.91

George Shrier

Certificate #08-00119





201 South 2nd Avenue

10 Day Redemption 





P.O. Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904

Block 16 Lot 30


$    226.24

Chun T. Li

Certificate #08-00028 




9 Maljim Court

10 Day Redemption 





Wayne, NJ  07470

Block 94 Lot 8


$    680.72

Mooring Secured Liquidity

Certificate #08-00093 




Box 952804

10 Day Redemption 





1640 Phoenix Blvd Suite 110









Atlanta, GA  30349-5563

Block 3.10 Lot 1


$    741.91

Elliot Loeb

Certificate #08-00011 




1 Lakeview Road









Saratoga Springs, NY  12866

Block 40 Lot 24


$    546.59

Chun T. Li

Certificate #05-00011 




9 Maljim Court









Wayne, NJ  07470

Block 50 Lot 10


$    432.39

Sequoia Investments

Certificate #08-00058 




P.O. Box 5600

10 Day Redemption 





Woodbridge, NJ  07095

Block 200 Lot 3.06 Condo

$    227.04

Sequoia Investments

Certificate #08-00178 
10 Day Redemption 

Block 179 Lot 21


$    171.96

George Shrier

Certificate #08-00168 




201 South 2nd Street

10 Day Redemption 





P.O. Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904

 
RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03g BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Sewer Utility Overpayments:

Block 56 Lot 8


$ 27.26
Paulino & Margarita Yumiguano

2nd Half 2008 Overpayment



39 Regent Street








North Plainfield, NJ  07060

  
RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03i WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a place-to-place transfer (Contraction of Premises) of Plenary Retail Distribution License No. 1814-44-006-006, issued to R & R Spirits Inc., for purposes of de-licensing a portion of the premises under license wherein the sale, service and storage of alcoholic beverages are authorized; and

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby approve, effective December 24, 2008, the contraction of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Distribution licensed premises located at 25 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey, to place under license the area delineated in the application form and the sketch of the licensed premises attached thereto. 

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-22-08-03h BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 22nd day of December, 2008, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Giordano, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 6-0-1.

REPORTS 2008:  
October Monthly:  Police Department

October and November:  Fire Department

Year to Date/December 8:  Finance – Budget Account Status

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Comcast Government and Community Affairs

Union, NJ
	Re:  Channel Change

	Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders
	Re:  Invitation to Annual Organization Meeting

	Green Brook Flood Control Commission

Green Brook, NJ
	Re:  Proposed 2009 Budget

	Cozen O’Connor, P.C.

Cherry Hill, NJ
	Re:  In the Matter of the Petition of New Jersey American Water Company for Authorization to Implement a Distribution System Improvement Charge (“DSIC”) BPU Docket No. WO08050358

	Franklin Township

Somerset County
	Re:  Resolution endorsing Senate Bill No. 1816, which authorizes counties and municipalities to acquire real property, and to resell or lease it with agricultural deed restrictions attached, for farmland preservation purposes

	Somerset County United Way
	Re:  Open House & Celebration

	NJ State League of Municipalities 
	Re:  Notice of Women’s Celebration Day brunch to be held March 13, 2009

	NJ Council on Affordable Housing

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  COAH’s Proposed Rule Amendment

	NJ Department of Community Affairs

Division of Local Government Services
	Re:  Local Finance Notice – Update on Proposed Pension Deferral Initiative

	Jack Fowler

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Appreciation for the planting of new trees by the Shade Tree Advisory Board

	Rafano & Wood, Esqs.

South River, NJ
	Re:  J & J Mechanical vs. Borough of North Plainfield, et al.

	Nick Del Vecchio

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Request to meet with the Rent Stabilization Board

	Hodulik & Morrison, P.A.

Highland Park, NJ
	Re:  Borough of North Plainfield Financial Statements and Supplementary Data and Information for the Fiscal Years ended December 31, 2007 and 2006

	
	Re:  Annual Audit Report for the Year 2007 of the Municipal Court of Borough of North Plainfield



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Gloria Pflueger, 166 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that after 28 years, this is the last Borough Council meeting she will attend as the Borough Clerk.  She stated it has been a privilege and her pleasure to serve the Borough of North Plainfield, its elected officials, its residents, her fellow employees and the general public for 36 years.   She recalled many wonderful opportunities afforded by the position, including her rewarding affiliation with the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) which also involved travel in the U.S. and Canada.  She spoke of looking forward to staying home on Monday nights, never having to deal with meeting minutes again, and finally wished all present much success in the coming year.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Janice Allen commended Gloria Pflueger on her tenure as the Borough Clerk of North Plainfield and her years of distinguished service.  She stated that it will be her last Council meeting as the Mayor of North Plainfield and thanked everyone with whom she had had the pleasure to work.  She looked forward eagerly to the municipal building’s completed renovation and extended special thanks to Mr. Hollod, to the Chiefs of Fire and Police as well as other key members of administration who constituted the great team at Borough Hall that had helped make her tenure such a success.

Administrator David Hollod thanked Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Pflueger for their work in the Borough and wished them both a happy retirement. 

Mrs. Forbes thanked both Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Pflueger for their hard work in the Borough and wished them both a happy and healthy retirement.

Mr. Giordano thanked both Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Pflueger for their work and wished them both a happy retirement.  He also wished happy holidays to all.

Mr. Hitchcock thanked both Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Pflueger and wished them both a happy and healthy retirement.  He also wished happy holidays to all.  

Mr. La Ronde echoed the sentiments and wished both Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Pflueger a happy retirement and wished happy holidays to all.

Mr. Righetti thanked both Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Pflueger for their hard work for the Borough and wished them both well on their retirement.

Mr. Singleterry thanked both Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Pflueger for their accomplishments and wished them both well in their retirement.  He also wished everyone happy holidays.

Mr. Stabile thanked both Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Pflueger for all of their hard work and all that they have accomplished in their time with the Borough.  He wished them both a happy and healthy retirement.  He wished everyone a happy holiday season.   

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


12/22/08


