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MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Robert E. Hitchcock

Lawrence La Ronde

Everett J. Merrill





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


Also Present:

Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

James F. Rodino 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Phoenix.


Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:  


James McGarry, 347 Glendale Road, North Plainfield, reported on memorial services for Kathy Crosby, terming the presence of the town’s uniformed services and the Mayor an exemplary showing.


Cyndi Dilts, 622 Townsend Place, commented on visiting the new Birdsall green-certified building. 


PRESENTATION:

GARDEN STATE MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND

Jim Rodino, Fund Commissioner, reported that the Borough is trying to keep its costs down, one of the efforts to this end being training in the areas of safe driving and work practices.  The North Plainfield Police Dept. is one of few that have state accreditation.  The Joint Insurance Fund awarded the Borough a rebate check which will be utilized for training.  The Borough is one of the Fund’s founding members and a further future reimbursement is anticipated.


NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Endorsing Somerset County Energy Audit Grant – M.G.  Mr. Hollod discussed aspects of the county energy audit grant.  Somerset County will perform energy audits through twenty-one municipalities and nineteen school districts.  Much of this is relatively new, including the Green Buildings Toolkit as well as the element regarding alternate fuels.   

An endorsement of this application appears on tonight’s consent agenda.  There will be four members, Mr. Hollod, Mr. Rodino, Mr. Hitchcock and possibly Council President Stabile.  It is a very useful program and a moneysaver for the Borough.  Mr. Hitchcock asked about the first planned meeting, and Mr. Hollod advised that it would be within the month.  Mr. Hitchcock questioned what its benefit might have been a year ago or if it will be strictly something for the future.  Mr. Hollod replied that it would be a matter of what the energy auditors find.  Mr. Hitchcock noted that there is a new energy efficient boiler installed at Vermeule, and Mr. Hollod suggested that the county energy auditors would look at the Memorial Library.

2. 
2009 Salary Resolution for Non-Union Employees  – M.G. & F.S.S.   Mr. Stabile noted that there were two positions under the Council’s control, and the Governing Body would soon finalize its position on them.  Mr. Hollod recalled going through the same process at the end of last year.  This year’s process is running earlier, with a 2.75% increase being offered.  The exempt employees are already contributing up to 2% of their salaries toward health benefits.  The chiefs of police and fire have separate agreements tied to collective bargaining agreements.  Mr. La Ronde inquired after an appropriate time to give out the increases in these economic times.

Mr. Hollod reminded that they are also subject to vacation and sick time caps.  They are working harder with less resources, and the raises are effectively much less than the aforementioned 2.75%.  Councilman Merrill asked about the COLA index, and Mr. Hollod advised that the SSI was 4.5%.   Mr. Merrill retorted that it was closer to 6%, and Mr. Hollod replied that it was on the low side.  Their 2% went into effect last year, with a 1% increase for 2008.  Mr. Hitchcock noted that the math seemed to work out to a .75% increase overall.

Mrs. Forbes confirmed that it was good to see the figures appear in a more timely fashion.  Things are being done that impact the budget before it can be seen, although the exempt employees deserve their salaries.  The threat around the state has been to cut staff.  Mr. Hollod characterized this as being a $19.3 million budget with the largest increases for union employees.    Mr. Stabile conveyed his appreciation for the Mayor and administration bringing figures tonight instead of at the end of the year.  

Mayor Giordano reminded that two unions with arbitration settlements would be coming this year, and they will get their money.  After further deliberations and with the agreement of counsel, it was the consensus of Council to remove the exempt employees’ salaries from the Consent Agenda so that they might be considered at a later date.

3.
Proposed 2009 Birdsall Engineering Municipal Services   –  M.G.  Mr. Hollod

explained that there are four resolutions on the consent agenda concerning Birdsall Engineering.


a.  Professional Services – NJDOT Roadway Improvements:  Discussions ensued regarding certain projects and funding provided by the State Dept. of Transportation.


b.  Additional Work for Johnston Drive Improvements:  Aspects of the project with Birdsall Engineering were discussed in detail.   Mr. Hollod advised that a portion of the road overlay was being defrayed by DOT monies.  Further, he cautioned that delays in the project should be avoided, since between $150,000-180,000 in grant monies could be compromised.  

4. 
Authorizing amendment to the 2009 Temporary Budget – M.G. Mr. Hollod explained the rationale and formula supporting the temporary budget and amendments vis-à-vis prior year expenditures.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:
Mrs. Forbes commented that the Board of Education is working on energy saving schemes.  They have received money from the program for heating, lighting and Krausche Field.  Further, she reported on meeting with Mr. Rodino and the Mayor regarding property violations.  Mr. Stabile thanked Mrs. Forbes for her dedication.


Mr. Hitchcock advised that the Shade Tree Advisory Board would meet tonight.  He thanked DPW for sending two employees to Rutgers for tree trimming training.  The Architectural Design Review Board met and approved projects before them.


Mr. La Ronde reported on the Community Compliance & Resource Committee’s recent meeting.  Rent Stabilization Board met for the first time in seven years for a complaint.  The Special Events Advisory Committee met to discuss the fireworks and concert, as well as a possible Somerset Street parade route.


Mr. Merrill advised of attending the basketball rally at the High School with the Mayor on Saturday night.  Mr. Tarver and the Parks & Recreation Commissioners put on a well-run event.


Mr. Righetti reported on latest developments concerning the Green Brook Flood Control Commission, and the fact that federal monies are being released for on-going projects.


Mr. Singleterry announced that the Economic Development Committee will meet this week and all are welcome.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President
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