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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 9, 2009 at 9:18 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett J. Merrill 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


James Freeman, 414 Tappan Avenue, North Plainfield, congratulated Everett Merrill on his appointment to the Council.  


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 09-01  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER II, ARTICLE III, SECTION 2-22 OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO ADD A NEW SECTION 2-22.6 ENTITLED “EXTRANEOUS EMPLOYMENT OF OFF-DUTY BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD FIRE/EMT PERSONNEL”


The Deputy Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-01 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPOINTMENT BY THE COUNCIL:

The Council President announced the following:

PLAINFIELD AREA REGIONAL SEWERAGE AUTHORITY:

James P. Freeman




Five-year term

William F. Crosby III, Alternate No. 1

Five-year term

APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS NOT REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:

Mayor Giordano announced the following:

BOARD OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSIONERS:

Mark C. Tighe for the balance of an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2014

SPECIAL EVENTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

Robert Foerster for the balance of an unexpired term expiring on January 1, 2011

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Bernstein requested that item “b” be removed.  He also requested that Wilson Jativa be removed from item “h” as the address for Flash Taxi had changed.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-09-09-02a, c, d, e, f, g, h (as amended), i, j, k, l, m, n, o, p and q

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02a  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that JAMES P. FREEMAN be and hereby is appointed as Member to represent the Borough of North Plainfield at all meetings of the Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority (PARSA) and to serve for the term commencing on February 1, 2009 and expiring on January 31, 2014 and until his successor is appointed and qualified; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that WILLIAM F. CROSBY III be and hereby is appointed as Alternate No. 1 to represent the Borough of North Plainfield at all meetings of the PARSA in the absence of member James P. Freeman and to serve for the term commencing on February 1, 2009 and expiring on January 31, 2014 and until his successor is appointed and qualified.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES BY BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has received a revised proposal from Birdsall Services Group to perform professional engineering services to the Borough of North Plainfield; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group proposes to perform various engineering services for the Borough of North Plainfield as set forth in its proposal for a fee of One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500) per month for monthly retainer services, plus certain non-retainer services that would be proposed to the Borough of North Plainfield on an individual basis and must be approved prior to the engagement of such work; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough believes it is in the best interests of its residents to authorize the above-referenced professional engineering services by Birdsall Services Group.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Birdsall Services Group is hereby authorized to perform professional engineering services as set forth in its proposal for the amounts set forth above and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to carry out this Resolution on behalf of the Borough.  

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02d  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL SERVICES BY BIRDSALL ENGINEERING, INC. RELATING TO THE JOHNSTON DRIVE EXTENSION IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Birdsall Engineering Group, Inc. for professional services related to the Johnston Drive Extension Improvements project; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. has performed administration and inspection services relative to the Johnston Drive Extension Improvements project; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield approved a change order for additional work by the Contractor of the project, which extra work requires additional administration and inspection services by Birdsall Engineering, Inc.; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. has requested an amendment to the contract to perform additional services in order to complete the project, which services amount to Three Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($3,350.00) more than the amount provided for in the contract; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that such additional services are justified and necessary in order to complete the project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes Birdsall Engineering, Inc. to perform additional services relative to the Johnston Drive Extension Improvements in order to complete the project, which additional services amount to Three Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($3,350.00) more than the original contract amount and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate this Resolution. 


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AWARDING BIRDSALL ENGINEERING, INC. THE CONTRACT FOR THE 2008 NJDOT ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS FOR ONEIDA AVENUE

WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. submitted a proposal for professional services involving the design of pavement, curb, sidewalk and drainage improvements to Oneida Avenue, as well as construction inspection and administration services related thereto; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has received a grant from the NJDOT in the amount of One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) toward this project; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. has proposed to perform the above-referenced services for the amount of Fifty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($59,900.00); and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to accept the proposal of Birdsall Engineering, Inc. and award it the contract for the 2008 NJDOT Roadway Improvements for Oneida Avenue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the contract for the 2008 NJDOT Roadway Improvements for Oneida Avenue, as set forth above, is hereby awarded to Birdsall Engineering, Inc. and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, on behalf of the Borough, to execute an Agreement with Birdsall Engineering, Inc. to perform the above-referenced professional services for the amount of Fifty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($59,900.00).  A copy of the executed Agreement shall be on file in the office of the Borough Clerk. 


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AWARDING BIRDSALL ENGINEERING, INC. THE CONTRACT FOR THE 2009 NJDOT ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS FOR ROCKVIEW AVENUE

WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. submitted a proposal for professional services involving the design of pavement, curb, sidewalk and drainage improvements to Rockview Avenue, as well as construction inspection and administration services related thereto; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has received a grant from the NJDOT in the amount of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) toward this project; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. has proposed to perform the above-referenced services for the amount of Forty-Eight Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($48,600.00); and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to accept the proposal of Birdsall Engineering, Inc. and award it the contract for the 2009 NJDOT Roadway Improvements for Rockview Avenue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the contract for the 2009 NJDOT Roadway Improvements for Rockview Avenue, as set forth above, is hereby awarded to Birdsall Engineering, Inc. and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, on behalf of the Borough, to execute an Agreement with Birdsall Engineering, Inc. to perform the above-referenced professional services for the amount of Forty-Eight Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($48,600.00).  A copy of the executed Agreement shall be on file in the office of the Borough Clerk. 

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02g  NJ SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM – RESOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY IN A SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to apply for a project under the Safe and Secure Communities Program (Grant #P-4606); and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has reviewed the  application and has approved said request; and


WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the Applicant Local Unit of Government for the purpose described in the application;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that:

1.
As a matter of public policy, the Applicant’s Unit of Government wishes to participate to the fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and Public Safety.

2. 
The Attorney General of New Jersey will receive funds on behalf of the applicant.

3.
The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt and review of the applications for said funds.

4.
The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to the applicant as authorized by law.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab to the following for calendar year 2009 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Marco P. Cobo, t/a North Plainfield Taxi, 232 Somerset Street, North Plainfield,

            New Jersey

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for the calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Victor H. Barrera-Pico, 29 Grandview Avenue, 2nd Floor, North Plainfield,

            New Jersey


Jorge Alberto Garcia, 302 East 7th Street, Apt 1, Plainfield, New Jersey


Rafael M. Salazar, 136 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a limousine for calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to Scot Prokocimer, t/a Adolph’s Limousine Service, 53 Jennings Lane, North Plainfield, New Jersey in accordance with the application heretofore submitted.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02k  MUNICIPAL PARTICIPATION IN COUNTY ENERGY AUDIT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, in January 2008, the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders established the Somerset County Energy Council to advise the Board of Chosen Freeholders on energy issues and opportunities, advocate for energy efficiency and conservation, and promote public understanding of energy-saving and alternative energy opportunities and choices; and

WHEREAS, in support of the Energy Council’s mission and recommendations, the Board of Chosen Freeholders created a new County Energy Audit Program (hereinafter referred to as the “Program”); and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has accepted the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders and County Energy Council’s invitation to voluntarily participate in and assist in implementing the new County Energy Audit Program, and endorsed submission of the completed attached Energy Audit Program Application; and

WHEREAS, in order to facilitate completion of the energy audits and Energy Star Portfolio Manager Tool in accordance with the Program, the County requires establishing a municipal Energy Team whose primary role will be to provide data, information and access to buildings/facilities to the Energy Audit Firm and assist with implementing improvement measures and other follow-up activities as specified in the attached Energy Audit Program Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the Energy Audit Program guidelines specify additional responsibilities of the Energy Team, which include facilitating proposal generation efforts from Energy Audit Firms assigned by the County Energy Council, reviewing EA Firm proposals, and recommending the desired EA Firm to perform the work for the municipality, in accordance with the established Program timeline.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Mayor is hereby authorized to establish an Energy Team and designates its Representative in accord with the Somerset County Energy Audit Program FY 2009 and its section labeled “General Responsibilities of the Municipal Energy Team,” to fulfill the role and responsibilities specified in same, and in addition to authorizing submission of an application to participate in the Program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby directed to forward a copy of this resolution and the name, address, phone and e-mail information for each member of the Energy Team to the Somerset County Planning Board and Somerset County Energy Council.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02l  WHEREAS, the following applicants have filed applications for coin-operated amusement devices licenses for calendar year 2009 and have submitted the required fees; and

WHEREAS, review of the applications with accompanying sketches and investigation of the sites by appropriate Borough officials disclosed that the granting of the applications would be in order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that coin-operated amusement devices licenses be granted to the following applicants for calendar year 2009 in accordance with the filed applications, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2:

Gary & Geraldine Levendusky, t/a

Top Shelf

164 Somerset Street

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02m  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to cancel the following outstanding checks:






Ck#  

Date 

Amount 
Unity # 770002392


6550

04/08

$ 1500.00   Current

Unity # 7700022830

          10148

12/07

       60.84   Payroll





        102176

12/07

       45.97





        102384

12/07

       60.84





        102810    
12/07

     106.70





        103041

01/08

       61.72





        103587

01/08

       64.32





        103790

02/08

     135.63





        103959

03/08

       72.34

Unity # 770002848


1105

12/07

       41.02   AGENCY 






3217

08/08

     360.00

Wachovia # 2000099880190

1075

02/08

     117.25   ESCROW 






1078

02/08

   1100.00

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02n  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Sewer Utility Overpayments:

Block 129 Lot 9.01


$319.84
James C. Older

Cert # 08-00124




87 E Mountain Road

Subsequent Payment




Hillsborough, NJ  08844

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02o  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 61 Lot 7


$     521.42

Issac Moradi

Certificate #08-00065





520 Elm Street









Kearny, NJ  07032

Block 156.02 Lot 27


$   271.74

James C. Older

Certificate #08-00152





87 E Mountain Road









Hillsborough, NJ  08844

Block 99 Lot 34


$  1,705.26

James C. Older

Certificate #08-00099







Block 20 Lot 22


$   988.87

Plymouth

Certificate #07-00035





35 Airport Road









PO Box 2288









Morristown, NJ  07962-2288







Block 199.03 Lot 15


$   166.35

George Shrier

Certificate #08-00176





201 South 2nd Avenue









Highland Park, NJ  08904

Block 3.04 Lot 9


$   453.63

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00008

Block 197 Lot 14


$   212.92

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00119





P.O. Box 284









Kingston, NJ  08528

Block 44 Lot 4


$   230.40

Chun T. Li

Certificate #08-00046





9 Maljim Court









Wayne, NJ  07470

Block 70.01 Lot 1


$   348.17

Chun T. Li

Certificate #08-00068






Block 54 Lot 10


$   321.45

Chun T. Li

Certificate #08-00061





Block 125 Lot 11


$   226.93

Chun T. Li

Certificate #08-00120

Block 22 Lot 25.01


$27,253.21

Plymouth Park

Certificate #08-00036





P.O. Box 2288









Morristown, NJ  07962

Block 81 Lot 2


$10,072.77

Mooring

Certificate #08-00079





8614 Westwood Center Drive

Premium



$  4,500.00 

Suite 500









Vienna, VA  22182

Block 154.03 Lot 6


$    378.45

Elliot Loeb

Certificate #08-00148





1 Lakeview Road









Saratoga Springs, NY  12866

Block 30 Lot 15


$ 3,364.78

James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00040





346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ  07023

Block 15.02 Lot 20


$   285.00

James Older

Certificate #08-00022





87 E Mountain Road









Hillsborough, NJ  08844

Block 91 Lot 18


$ 5,634.59

James Pilewski

Certificate #06-00064





346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ  07023

Block 203.01 Lot 14


$   517.90

Stuart Lasher

Certificate #07-00122





P.O. Box 83









Milltown, NJ  08850

Block 16.01 Lot 11


$ 1,005.57

Issac Moradi

Certificate #08-00031





520 Elm Street









Kearny, NJ  07032

Block 178 Lot 11


$   554.35

Issac Moradi

Certificate #08-00166





520 Elm Street









Kearny, NJ  07032

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02p  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on litigation.

Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-02q  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 9th day of February, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

REPORTS 2008:  
Annual:
      

Board of Adjustment

October-December, 2008
Property Maintenance & Zoning 

COMMUNICATIONS:

	NJ Department of Environmental Protection Division of Land Use Regulation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Permit to replace existing bridge, which carries North Drive over the Crab Brook

	North Plainfield Board of Education
	Re:  Minutes of January 7, 2009 meeting 

	Cultural & Heritage Commission 

County of Somerset
	Re:  2008 Historical Preservation Grant for the Vermeule Mansion (VanDerventer-Brunson House)

	Library Advisory Committee 
	Re:  Minutes of January 13, 2009 meeting

	Somerville Elks #1068

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Pasta night January 16, 2009

	Michelle DeRocco, Deputy Clerk

Watchung, NJ


	Re:  Resolution supporting Assembly Bill A3570

	Raritan Valley Rail Coalition

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  December 8, 2008 meeting summary and February 9, 2009 meeting announcement 

	Tom Fagan

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Democratic candidates resumes

	Virginia Ryan, T-Mobile USA, Inc

Parsippany, NJ
	Re:  Omnipoint Communications, Inc. lease for property at 410-412 West End Ave

	NJ Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Application for an NJDEP Flood Hazard area individual report 

	
	Re:  Application for NJDEP Freshwater Wetlands general permit #10A

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Equipment and digital services changes

	Amy S. Greene, Environmental Consultants, Inc.

Flemington, NJ
	Re:  NJDOT Route 22 ITS Closed Loop System

	NJ Department of Community Affairs

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Change in filing Financial Disclosure Statements for newly appointed or elected officers

	Jack Williams, JTB Enterprises

Lake Ridge, VA
	Re:  Freedom of information/public records request

	Hatch Mott MacDonald

Freehold, NJ
	Re:  West End Avenue sewer replacement notice to bidders

	North Plainfield Board of Education
	Re:  Minutes of January 21, 2009 meeting

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Channel changes 

	NJ State Department of Transportation       Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Stop sign control for Muriel Avenue/Lewis Street and Mobus Avenue/Lewis Street

	NJ Department of State Division of Elections

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  2009 Campaign Contribution Notice

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Franchise Fee and affidavit

	Superior Court of New Jersey

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Martin Greenblatt Civil Action Summons 

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Equipment-Rollout delay

	Tina Totten

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Green Brook Flood Control Commission Meeting 

	NJ Conservation Foundation

Far Hills, NJ
	Re:  2009 NJ Land Conservation Rally 

	Verizon

Newark, NJ
	Re:  2008 Franchise fee

	NJ Historic Trust

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Historic Preservation Conference

	NJ Home Ownership Preservation Effort

State of New Jersey
	Re:  Mayor’s Combat Kit

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Equipment-New date for rollout

	NJ Department of Community Affairs 
	Re:  Women’s History Month 2009-sample resolution

	Sandra G. Jones, Clerk of Bernardsville
	Re:  Resolution supporting Assembly Bill A3570

	Levinson Axelrod, P.A.

Hillsborough, NJ
	Re:  Anthony Torlish Tort Claims Notice

	Plainfield Area Humane Society 

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Animal Care and Control for December, 2008

	NJLM Educational Foundation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  2009 Housing Summit

	The Board of Chosen Freeholders

County of Somerset, NJ
	Re:  Historic Preservation Grant

	Accutech Environmental Services, Inc.

Keyport, NJ
	Re:  Applications to Somerset County Energy Audit Grant Program

	Raritan Valley Rail Coalition

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  NJDOT Commissioner at RVRC meeting February 9, 2009 

	NJ Department of Community Affairs

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Public Finance Issues Conference February 11, 2009

	Somerset County Planning Division

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Energy Audit Grant

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  PARSA Reorganization meeting February 5, 2009

	Rotary Club of Plainfield-North Plainfield
	Re:  Wine Tasting Dinner

	NJ State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  17th Annual Mayors’ Legislative Day January 14, 2009

	
	Re:  WIMG First Annual Celebration Day Brunch March 13, 2009

	
	Re:  Orientation for Municipal Officials

	
	Re:  League Professional Development Seminar February 12, 2009

	
	Re:  H.R. 1 (the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009-Energy and Environment and Housing components)

	
	Re:  Professional Development Seminars  Re:  February Seminars

	County of Somerset

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Voucher/Purchase Order of 2008 Historic Preservation Grant for the Van Derventer-Brunson House

	Somerset County Clerk’s Office

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Form to certify Municipal Offices to be elected in 2009

	Somerset County Board of Elections

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Dates for 2009 Elections

	Somerset County Governing Officials Association

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  NJ PARIS meeting February 11, 2009

	Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Freeholders Reorganization meeting

	
	Re:  Saturday Recycling Drop-off on February 7, 2009

	
	Re:  Environmental Awareness Green Grants Program Contest

	
	Re:  Freeholders launch E-Newsletter

	
	Re:  Freeholder Palmer is 1st V.P. of NJAC

	
	Re:  Volunteers sought for County Civilian Medical Reserve Corps

	
	Re:  Tickets for Outstanding Women Awards Dinner

	
	Re:  Ballpark Community Box available to nonprofits-requests due by February 27, 2009

	
	Re:  Tax-prep help available 

	
	Re:  County to add 66 acres of open space Re:  County supports ‘National Wear Red Day’

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Wastewater Management Planning Guidance

	NJ Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Borough of North Plainfield Block 119, Lots 1.01, 1.02, and 1.03

	Linda Monetti

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Tax levies for free public libraries

	NJ Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Community Forestry status report year-end 2008


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mrs. Forbes suggested the Council discuss reducing the library tax, as the property values have decreased significantly.  She stated that several municipalities are supporting legislation to abolish the Council on Affordable Housing and to look at the entire process again as they feel it is flawed. She stated that there is a resolution circulating from the State suggesting that North Plainfield honor Women’s History Month.  She also suggested that the Council could sponsor a food drive. 
 

Mr. Hitchcock will present the annual Friends of Vermeule report before the next agenda conference.

Mr. La Ronde inquired about a discussion on changing the zip codes in town.

Mr. Singleterry suggested a discussion with the Chief of Police about installing surveillance cameras in downtown North Plainfield and on the borders with Plainfield.  He would like a continued discussion of the Emergency Management issues brought forth during the Board of Health Meeting.  

Mr. Hitchcock said that he and Mr. Martin had discussed schemes for the emergency distribution of medication to Borough residents.  Mrs. Forbes interjected that people with a medical background were being asked to volunteer.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano congratulated the Board of Education on securing the grant for Krausche Field.  


Mrs. Forbes offered her condolences to William Crosby on the loss of his wife.  She congratulated Mr. Rodino on receiving the Safety Award.


Mr. Hitchcock offered his condolences to the Crosby family.  He thanked Messrs. Freeman, Crosby, Tighe, and Foerster for their time dedicated to Borough organizations.  


Mr. La Ronde wished to second Mr. Hitchcock’s sentiments.  He also thanked those gentlemen for volunteering their time.


Mr. Merrill stated that volunteerism speaks to the heart of our community and thanked those that do so even in these tough economic times.  


Mr. Righetti offered his condolences to the Crosby family and offered thanks to the volunteers. 


Mr. Singleterry also offered his condolences to the Crosby family.  He expressed his disappointment that Green Brook and Watchung rejected the shared service proposal for the Fire Departments; he commended Fire Chief Eaton for all of his efforts in the process. 


Mr. Stabile expressed his condolences to the Crosby family. 

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 9:40 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Stabile moved to come out of Executive Session, and it carried unanimously on voice vote.

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 10:03 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-09-03  WHEREAS, there are tax appeals for 2007 and 2008 between Watchung Hills at North Plainfield, LLC and the Borough of North Plainfield (Docket Nos. 000212-2008 & 011671-2008); and,

WHEREAS, the parties have engaged in discussions that led to a Settlement Agreement between the parties to resolve both tax appeals referenced above.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and the Deputy Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute, on behalf of the Borough, the Settlement Agreement between Watchung Hills at North Plainfield, LLC and the Borough of North Plainfield and the Borough Attorney shall file a fully executed Agreement with the Tax Court and forward a copy to counsel for Watchung Hills at North Plainfield, LLC.

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:06 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


2/09/09


