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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 9, 2009 at 9:45 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Member:
Everett Merrill (excused)


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Righetti.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked Mr. DeBlasio for clarifying the Borough’s debt.  He stated that the Commercial Vehicle Ordinance 22-115.7 needs to be enforced by the proper officials, and related that numerous violations have been brought to the attention of the Borough Council, as well as the proper officials, and yet  nothing was done to correct these violations. 

APPOINTMENT BY MAYOR OF THE TAX COLLECTOR:

NANCY NICHOLS


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-01  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF NANCY NICHOLS AS TAX AND SEWER COLLECTOR (PART TIME) FOR THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD

WHEREAS, the Borough is in need of a certified Tax Collector, as well as collector of Sewer bills (part-time) to collect all taxes and sewer bills owed in the Borough of North Plainfield; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to confirm the appointment of Nancy Nichols as the Tax Collector and Sewer Collector for the Borough of North Plainfield at a salary of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000) per year, retroactive back to January 12, 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Nancy Nichols is hereby appointed as Tax Collector and Sewer Collector for the Borough of North Plainfield at a salary of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000) per year, retroactive back to January 12, 2009 for a term that expires on December 31, 2013.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mayor Giordano administered the Oath of Office to Mrs. Nichols.

APPOINTMENT BY MAYOR NOT REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:

Mayor Giordano announced the following:

SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER COMMITTEE (One-year term):

JANICE G. ALLEN



(Public)


Mayor Giordano administered the Oath of Office to Mrs. Allen.

APPOINTMENT BY COUNCIL REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:

BOROUGH CLERK:

RICHARD K. PHOENIX


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-02  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING RICHARD PHOENIX AS BOROUGH CLERK FOR THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD

WHEREAS, there is a vacancy in the position of Borough Clerk in the Borough of North Plainfield; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Council wishes to appoint Richard K. Phoenix as Borough Clerk for a three (3) year term retroactive back to January 1, 2009, so that the term will have commenced on January 1, 2009 and will expire on December 31, 2011; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Council has determined that Mr. Phoenix’s salary for the first year of such three (3) year term shall be Sixty Four Thousand Dollars ($64,000), retroactive to January 1, 2009; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Council and Mr. Phoenix have agreed that if any Borough employee receives any pay raise during calendar year 2009, Mr. Phoenix shall not be entitled to any such pay raise because he has expressly waived such pay raise.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Richard K. Phoenix is hereby appointed as Borough Clerk for the Borough of North Plainfield for a term of three (3) years, retroactive back to January 1, 2009 to expire on December 31, 2011, with a salary for 2009 of Sixty Four Thousand Dollars ($64,000) per year, retroactive to January 1, 2009.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mayor Giordano administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Phoenix.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-02 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing March 23, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 09-02,  AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, APPROVING THE CERTIFICATE OF TERMINATION OF THE NORTH PLAINFIELD PARKING AUTHORITY

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. La Ronde requested that item “d” be removed for a separate vote.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-09-09-04a, b, c, e, f, g, h, and i

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04a  RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR WEST END AVENUE SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT TO DSC CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield prepared Bid Specifications and requested Bids for the West End Avenue Sewer Replacement project (the “Project”); and,


WHEREAS, there were ten (10) bidders who submitted bids for the Project; and,


WHEREAS, DSC Construction Co., Inc., who submitted a bid of Forty Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Six Dollars ($40,156.00), was the lowest responsible bidder for this Project; and,


WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald submitted a report upon the bids received recommending that DSC Construction Co., Inc. be awarded the contract for the Project; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract with DSC Construction Co., Inc., 308 Lexington Avenue, Bayville, New Jersey 08721 to complete the Project for the sum of Forty Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Six Dollars ($40,156.00).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that DSC Construction Co., Inc. is hereby awarded the contract for the West End Avenue Sewer Replacement project and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with DSC Construction Co., Inc. for such services, which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s office.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:


Miguel A. Jimenez


1213 West Third Street


Plainfield, NJ  07063
RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04c  DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF MARCH AS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

WHEREAS, New Jersey women of every race, class and ethnic background have made historic contributions to the growth and strength of our State in countless recorded and unrecorded ways; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural and social role in every sphere of the life of the State by constituting a significant portion of the labor force working inside and outside of the home; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have played a unique role throughout the history of the State by providing the majority of the volunteer labor force of the State; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women were particularly important in the establishment of early charitable, philanthropic and cultural institutions in our State; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women of every race, class and ethnic background served as early leaders in the forefront of every major progressive social change movement; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement and other movements, especially the peace movement, which creates a more fair and just society for all; and


WHEREAS, despite these contributions, the role of women in history has been consistently overlooked and undervalued in the literature, teaching and study of American history; and


WHEREAS, the Department of Community Affairs, specifically the Division on Women’s goals are to remember and celebrate New Jersey women and to:

· Ensure that NJ women are offered equal opportunities in education, the workforce and health care regardless of age, sexual orientation, income, ethnicity, race or religion.

· Identify, implement, measure and coordinate programs that address the needs of women.

· Engage in continuous study and research on issues affecting NJ women and their families, develop policy papers and legislative recommendations.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that March 2009 is designated as “Women’s History Month” under the National Women History Project’s 2009 theme:  Women Taking the Lead to Save our Planet. 

RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 81 Lot 1


$ 14,677.85

Sequoia Investments

Certificate #08-00078





PO Box 5600









Woodbridge, NJ  07095

Block 46 Lot 12


$     608.44

James C. Older

Certificate #08-00050 




87 E Mountain Road









Hillsborough, NJ  08844

Block 1 Lot 5



$     220.89   

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00002





PO Box 284




Certificate #08-00001


$     279.73

Kingston, NJ  08528

Block 154.01 Lot 2


$     901.98

CCTS Capital LLC

Certificate #08-00145





1415 Rt 70 E Suite 504









Cherry Hill, NJ  08034

Block 154.01 Lot 10


$  4,615.45

Plymouth Park Tax Services

Certificate #08-00146





115 S Jefferson Ave Bldg D-4

Premium



$        50.00

Whippany, NJ

Block 92 Lot 7


$  1,153.84

US Bank-Cust/Sass Muni V dtr

Certificate #08-00089





2 Liberty Pl









50 S 16th St Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102

RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04f  
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AMENDMENT TO N.J.S.A. 40:54-8 REGARDING TAX LEVIES FOR FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:54-8 requires the Governing Body of every municipality which is governed by the law concerning free public libraries to annually appropriate, and raise by taxation, an amount equal to one third of a mill on every dollar of assessable property within the municipality, based on the equalized valuation of such property; and

WHEREAS, this law was first enacted in 1944 and has only been amended once, that being in 1985; and

WHEREAS, the last amendment was over 23 years ago, and the initial law is now 64 years old; and

WHEREAS, the equalized value of property within New Jersey in 1944, as well as in 1985, was substantially less than the equalized value of property today, considering the rate of  inflation and the boom in the real estate market in the mid-to-late 80’s and again in the early-to-mid 2000’s; and

WHEREAS, though the equalized values of real estate have increased many times over – perhaps as much as 50 times the equalized values in 1944, and as much as two or three-fold since 1985 - - the state law (40:54-8) has not changed the fractional obligation of each municipality to contribute toward its free public library; and

WHEREAS, the amount each municipality is required to contribute under the current statute far exceeds the reasonable needs and requirements of the free public libraries in the municipalities governed by this law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, hereby supports the New Jersey State League of Municipalities in its efforts to urge the Legislature to revise the statutory requirements, in order to reduce the mandated financial obligation on the municipalities and their taxpayers under 40:54-8; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield urges that N.J.S.A. 40:54-8 be amended to read as follows:

“The governing body or appropriate board of every municipality governed by this article shall annually appropriate and raise by taxation an amount of not less than one-sixth of a mill on every dollar of assessable property within such municipality based on the equalized valuation of such property as certified by the Director of the Division of Taxation in the Department of the Treasury.  Nothing herein shall prevent the municipality from appropriating a greater amount where the governing body, in its discretion, determines that such amount is appropriate,” and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Governor, the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, Senator Nicholas P. Scutari, Assembly Members Gerald B. Green and Linda Stender, and municipalities in Somerset County.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04g  RESOLUTION CALLING FOR COMMISSIONER OF THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES TO ENFORCE AND MONITOR ALL CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR THE ISSUANCE OF THE CERTIFICATE OF NEED IN FAVOR OF SOLARIS HEALTH SYSTEMS’ CLOSING OF MUHLENBERG REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

WHEREAS, over the strong and widespread objection of elected officials and residents of surrounding communities, the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services on July 29, 2008, approved the issuance of a Certificate of Need to close Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center as an acute care facility subject to a series of conditions to be satisfied by Solaris Health Systems; and

WHEREAS, recognizing the substantial loss of healthcare capabilities as a result of the closure, many parties continued discussions with the Commissioner and Solaris in an effort to maximize the availability of an appropriate and meaningful medical protocol that would ensure quality service to all those in need of medical assistance, of whatever kind; and

WHEREAS, despite the filing of the Appeal by the City of Plainfield and others on or about September 8, 2008, no Order staying the Commissioner’s decision and imposition of conditions has been entered to stall or otherwise suspend the Commissioner’s directives thereby allowing the closure of Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center to proceed subject to its compliance with the Commissioner’s conditions; and

WHEREAS, because of its unresponsiveness to repeated complaints from elected officials and the surrounding public-at-large, concerning, among other things, Solaris’ poor medical treatment at the “Muhlenberg Campus” and its JFK Medical Center, its non-compliance with the Commissioner’s conditions of approval and its apparent disregard for the need to complete negotiations regarding the supplementation of the Commissioner’s July 29, 2008 conditions, the North Plainfield Borough Council is calling for the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services to immediately enforce and monitor all existing and future conditions regarding its approval to close Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield recognizes the urgency and the need for compliance by Solaris of all conditions and the review and enforcement by the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services to ensure the delivery of quality medical services to the residents of the region;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield on behalf of its residents and those of surrounding communities does hereby demand that the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services review, monitor and enforce all existing and future conditions regarding the approval to close Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center as expressed by the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services in the written decision issued by Commissioner Heather Howard on July 29, 2008;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the resolution be forwarded by the Borough Clerk to the Honorable Heather Howard, Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, Solaris Health Systems and all appropriate news media.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on negotiations.

Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 9th day of March, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-09-09-04d  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Lions Club, 246 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an on-premise draw raffle awarding merchandise as a prize on April 5, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Lions Club has been issued Identification No. 352-8-25800 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and 

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to the North Plainfield Lions Club for an on-premise draw raffle awarding merchandise as a prize to be held on April 5, 2009 at 403 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.  


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  La Ronde, Stabile  


Resolution carried 4-0-2.

REPORTS 2008:  
Police Department Annual

REPORTS 2009:

Records Disposition and Inventory 

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Eric M. Bernstein, L.L.C.

Warren, NJ
	Re:  Watchung Hills at North Plainfield, LLC (Tax Appeal)

	Laureen B. Fellin, RMC, Borough Clerk of Watchung
	Re:  Ordinance Codifying the Land Development Ordinance of the Borough of Watchung

	Rutgers, the State University of NJ

Piscataway, NJ
	Re:  Advanced Leadership Development Program

	Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg


	Re:  County to host Sen. Lautenberg’s Mobile Constituent Services Staff

	Joseph M. Zidek

Parsippany, NJ
	Re:  Auction Division of Coldwell Banker, Residential Brokerage

	CMX

Parsippany, NJ
	Re:  Notification of Application for Wetlands General Permit #6

	Tina Totten

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Green Brook Flood Control Commission meeting on March 4, 2009

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Minutes of their February 5, 2009 meeting 

	Martin Greenblatt

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Superior Court of NJ Law Division-Somerset County Civil Action-In Lieu of Prerogative Writ Complaint

	Debra A. Secola, Tax Administrator
	Re:  Preliminary Equalization Table, County of Somerset for the Year 2009

	Somerset County Governing Officials Association

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Notice of meeting March 11, 2009

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Somerset County Planning Board Planning Chair Breakfast 

	NJ Department of Community Affairs

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Smart Future 2004 Grant 

	
	Re:  CY 2009 Extraordinary Municipal Aid Program

	NJ Council on Affordable Housing

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Letter acknowledging receipt of North Plainfield’s petition for substantive certification of the Borough’s Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

	NJ League of Municipalities 
	Re:  2009 Housing Summit

	
	Re:  March 2009 Seminars

	
	Re:  NJLM Legislative Recap

	
	Re:  NJLM Sustainable Jersey Goes Live

	
	Re:  Seminar March 27, 2009

	
	Re:  NJLM Educational Foundation’s 2009 Housing Summit March 31, 2009

	
	Re:  Health Insurance Seminar 

	
	Re:  Cost Saving Ideas

	
	Re:  NJLM Labor Counsel Update

	
	Re:  Five Mayor’s Letters 

	
	Re:  Housing Summit Registration

	
	Re:  Municipal Library Contribution Relief

	
	Re:  Five Mayors Letters 

	
	Re:  Two Mayors Letters

	Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders
	Re:  County to participate in National Consumer Protection Week

	
	Re:  Saturday Recycling Drop-off March 7

	
	Re:  Freeholders to Celebrate ‘Read Across America’ Day with Local Students

	
	Re:  Outstanding Women Release with link to photos

	
	Re:  Public Hearing March 17 on County Budget 

	
	Re:  NJTPA Mobility Plan- March 9 Presentation 

	
	Re:  Transportation, Senior Centers Closed Due to Snow 

	
	Re:  Performers Sought for ‘Senior Stars on Parade’ Talent Show

	Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission
	Re:  Make Reservations by March 16 for Gala Centennial Dinner 

	Henry I. Schanzer

Edison, NJ
	Re:  The State of New Jersey vs Martha Greenblatt

	Sudhir and Smith Shah

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	Bharat and Malini Shah

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	Giuseppe Abrusci

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	Edith Delman

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	LPB Associates
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	952 Rt. 22 Investors, LLC
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	Reinaldo and Hilda Ponce

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	James K. Barrett

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal 

	Frank N. D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  March 11th Meeting

	James S. McGarry, Jr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Information on the City of Boston’s Ordinance to maintain abandoned, foreclosed residential properties


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mrs. Forbes stated that after reviewing the information Jim McGarry provided on the city of Boston’s Ordinance requiring the maintenance of abandoned and foreclosed residential properties, she would like the Council to look into passing a similar ordinance for North Plainfield.  
 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano thanked Mrs. Forbes for her input on a potential ordinance about the maintenance of foreclosed and abandoned properties.  He stated that he had attended a breakfast for “nutrition week” with the kids at school, as well as participating in Read Across America in both East End and West End Schools.  

Mr. Hollod reported that he worked with the sewer engineer to put together the Community Development Block Grant Application for the Wells Road and Sewer Replacement project.  He is lobbying for help from Congressman Lance, Senators Lautenberg and Menendez for funding for the completion of the Somerset Streetscape project, as well as the Sidewalks to Schools project.  In all, they are hoping to receive approximately $700,000 to put into an appropriations bill.  He also reported that the commercial vehicle parked at 63 Mercer Avenue which was pointed out at the last meeting is being investigated.  It has been determined that the property was cited back in 2008, inspected on September 10, 2008, and the vehicle was removed by November 1, 2008; the property was also cited for repairing and painting exterior trim, windows and the porch.  A utility trailer parked on the front lawn of 92 Rockview Avenue is being investigated, as well as a report of two commercial vehicles parked in the driveway of 168 Greenbrook Road

Mr. Singleterry congratulated Mr. Phoenix on his appointment as the Borough Clerk.  He thanked Mayor Giordano for his Proclamation on the Tri-County Red Cross.  

Mr. Righetti congratulated Mr. Phoenix and Ms. Nichols on their appointments.  

Mr. La Ronde congratulated Mr. Phoenix and Ms. Nichols on their appointments.  He announced that all are welcome to attend the Lions Club breakfast on April 5th.  He encouraged the public to continue to use the Public Comment portion of the meeting.

Mr. Hitchcock thanked the Chief, Mr. DeBlasio and Mr. Rodino for coming out and giving information on the budget.  He congratulated Mr. Phoenix on his appointment.

Mrs. Forbes congratulated Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Nichols on their appointments.  She also congratulated Mr. Phoenix on his appointment and related that he and Gloria were the first people that she and Alex met after moving to North Plainfield.  

Mr. Stabile thanked Mr. D’Amore and Mrs. Forbes for sharing the Senior Citizen’s Newsletter with the members of the Council.  He also congratulated Mr. Phoenix on his appointment as Borough Clerk.  

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 10:10 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried unanimously.  

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 11:32 p.m. with all six council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.  

Mr. Bernstein stated that the Executive Session held a discussion of the on-going labor negotiations involving the municipality.  Mr. DeBlasio was present during the Executive Session and no formal action was necessary at this time.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 11:35 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


3/09/09


