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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 27, 2009 at 8:50 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. La Ronde. 

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-27-09-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, and j

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mrs. Forbes and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01a  CALLING FOR CONTINUED FULL SUPPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE BY THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY  

WHEREAS, the Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) was created pursuant to N.J.S.A.26:2BB-9 to identify alcoholism and drug prevention, education and community needs and to formulate and implement Alliance programs; and


WHEREAS, the Municipal Alliance Committee is composed of the Mayor, Chief of Police, Municipal Court Judge or Municipal Court Administrator, a member of the Youth Services Commission, representatives of the business and labor communities, a representative of the religious community and public citizens; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield supports the efforts of the Municipal Alliance Committee and its diverse membership in their efforts to help maintain a high quality of life in this community; and


WHEREAS, the MAC is supported in its mission by funds from the State of New Jersey as well as matching grants; and


WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey recently transferred funding for MAC from the Treasury Department to the Department of Health and Senior Services, which could ultimately affect the level of support provided by Trenton for this key Committee that serves this community well in so very many ways.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby calls for the State of New Jersey to assure and safeguard its continued full level of support for MAC by way of  the Department of Health and Senior Services; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded by the Borough Clerk to the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, to appropriate state legislators and to the Office of the Governor of the State of New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01b  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS APPROVED STATE CONTRACT VENDORS FOR CONTRACTING UNITS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program for any state contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in the Department of the Treasury; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has the need on a timely basis to purchase goods or services utilizing State contracts; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield intends to enter into contracts with the attached referenced State Contract Vendors through this resolution and properly executed contracts, which shall be subject to all the conditions applicable to the current State contracts;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5(b), the certification of available funds, shall either certify the full maximum amount against the budget at the time the contract is awarded, or no contract amount shall be chargeable or certified until such time as the goods or services are ordered or otherwise called for prior to placing the order, and a certification of availability of funds is made by the Chief Finance Officer; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the duration of the contracts between the Borough of North Plainfield and the referenced State Contract Vendors shall be for the 2009 Year:

A/C #

Name
65808

Air Purifiers, Inc


69942

All Steel Inc

68766

Allied Oil, Co



61419

American Tire Service

71048

Approved Fire Protection

63767

Boises Bus Interiors

71054

Cairns




68645

Cintas Fire Protection

71056

Continental Fire & Safety

70256

Dell Marketing, LP

67899

ESI Equipment




73032

Garden State Highway

71048

Globe Manufacturing

70262

Hewlett Packard


69944

Highpoint Furniture

63522

Innovation Doc Imaging, LLC
69923

KML Technology, Inc

67875

Lanigan Assoc. Inc


67872

Lawman Supply Co.

70142

Mayline Furniture 


53804

Motorola

69830 

Office Business Systems

47705

Pitney Bowes

50329

Sagem Morpho


71063

Scott

71057

Stanfield



67765

Trico Equipment

71054

Turnout Fire & Safety


69933

WB Mason Co, Inc

71642

WE Timmeran Co


73902

Weldon Asphalt

Ergospace Design Inc-Morris County Coop Program  

RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01c  SUPPORTING NEW JERSEY LEGISLATIVE BILLS S-2503 AND A-2872

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield finds and declares that trees are an important part of New Jersey’s environment, and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council recognizes the importance of safe and proper tree care practices for consumer protection, worker safety and the public welfare; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for tree care to be conducted by qualified, licensed and insured tree care experts to prevent injuries and damage to life and property; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 2503 and Assembly Bill No. 2872 are acts concerning the licensure of tree experts and tree care operators and the registration of certain employers, supplementing Title 45 of the Revised Statutes, and repealing P.L. 1940, c. 100 and Sections 7 and 8 of P.L. 1996, c. 20 by (1) providing a new licensing scheme for tree providers, the titles of “Licensed Tree Expert” and “Licensed Tree Care Operator”; (2) re-establishing a “Board of Tree Experts” in the DEP with increased membership from three to nine members; (3) establishing minimum qualifications to take the examinations and identifying specific tree services that each title can perform; (4) requiring that tree care employers are registered and carry minimum levels of liability and workers’ compensation insurances; (5) requiring minimum continuing education units be earned prior to re-issuance of the license; (6) establishing penalties for violating certain portions of the act;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield supports the passage of the New Jersey Legislative Bills S-2503 and A-2872. 
RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01d  
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET

WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2009;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2009 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2009:









Salaries
Other

A/C #

CURRENT FUND



& Wages
Expenses
42-520

NJDEP Permit Fee





$2,500.00

21-185

Board of Adjustment





     500.00

RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01e  OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD MAKING APPLICATION TO THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD FOR A REDUCED PENSION CONTRIBUTION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 43:15A-24(c) AND/OR N.J.S.A. 43:16A-15(9)


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield in the County of Somerset, N.J. desires to make application to the Local Finance Board for its approval of a reduced pension contribution pursuant for its Police and Fire Retirement System contribution pursuant to N.J.S.A. 43:15A-24(c) for certain normal and accrued liability contributions in the amount of:


Police and Fire Retirement System in the amount of $712,112; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Council has made certain determinations concerning this application as required by statute and has completed the required Attachment that documents said determinations; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Council determined that it needs to pay the reduced contribution and said determination is in the public interest; and,



1.  the inability of the Borough of North Plainfield to meet the cap without 



     jeopardizing public safety, health, and welfare or jeopardizing the fiscal

 

     stability of the Borough


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield in the County of Somerset as follows:


Section 1.  The reduced pension contribution Attachment, as attached hereto, is incorporated by reference into this Resolution as if contained fully within.


Section 2.  The reduced pension contribution for PFRS in the amount of $770,676, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 43:15A-24(c) et. seq. have been confirmed by the Chief Financial Officer and are the amounts deemed by the governing body for application to the Local Finance Board and as allowed by the New Jersey Division of Pension and Benefits.


Section 3.  The application to the Local Finance Board is hereby approved, and the Chief Financial Officer, along with other representatives of the Borough of North Plainfield are hereby authorized to submit such application and to represent the Borough of North Plainfield in matters pertaining thereto.


Section 4.  The Certification of the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of North Plainfield, is incorporated into this Resolution as a certification of the truth and accuracy of the facts submitted in the application for pension deferral.


Section 5.  The Clerk of the Borough of North Plainfield is hereby directed to file a copy of the reduced pension contribution resolution as part of the application with the Local Finance Board.


Section 6.  The Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully requested to consider such application and to record its findings, recommendations and/or approvals as provided by law.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01f  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has a bi-annual sewer user bill, and;


WHEREAS, the first bill is due April 1 and has a grace period of ten (10) days and;


WHEREAS, circumstances beyond our control caused the bills to be mailed out after that date;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the due date for the first installment of the bi-annual sewer bill be due on June 1.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there will be a ten day grace period given for that installment in accordance with Borough policy.

 RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 168 Lot 13


$  1,770.52

James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00107





346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ  07023

Block 49 Lot 7


$ 19,507.46

Stuart Lasher

Certificate #07-00046 




P.O. Box 83









Milltown, NJ  08850-0083

Block 115 Lot 1


$   1,500.33   

Edison Tax Services

Certificate #08-00118





1350 Liberty












Hillside, NJ  07205

Block 15.02 Lot 4


$ 16,420.75

Edison Tax Services 


Certificate #08-00021




Block 83 Lot 10





Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #07-00060


$     225.94

P.O. Box 284

Certificate #08-00081


$     475.87

Kingston, NJ  08528






Block 140 Lot 11


$     334.74

J N Properties

Certificate #08-00132





175 Market Street #301









Paterson, NJ  07505

Block 53 Lot 5


$     697.34

J N Properties 

Certificate # 08-00060






Block 129 Lot 14


$     600.00

Sequoia Investments

Certificate # 08-00126




P.O. Box 5600

Premium






Woodbridge, NJ  07095


RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01h  WHEREAS, N.P.R.G.O. 22-111 sets forth provisions for doing business in a B-4 Business Zone and sets specific guidelines for the operation of motor vehicle sales agencies within the zone with limitations placed on the conduct and display of wares in 22-111(l), “accessory uses normally incident and subordinate”; and


WHEREAS, Global Motors Corp., t/a Global Auto Mall, 1099 NJSH 22 West, doing business in the Borough at Block 204, Lot 5, has, for years, been a major destination merchant and employer in North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, Global Motors Corp. has respectfully requested that the Borough Council  grant a waiver of N.P.R.G.O. 22-111(l) in order to allow the conduct of a tent sale within the confines of the Global property on Route 22 West between the dates of 14 May, 2009 and 25 June, 2009; and

WHEREAS, Global Motors Corp. has assured that the tent sale will be conducted with adherence to all state and local regulations pertaining to public safety and accommodation,  that such a sale shall be accomplished without detriment to the residents of the Borough, and that such a sale will be subject to the inspection and favorable findings of local and county officials as required.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council, in its encouragement of commerce by a trusted and respected local merchant, does hereby waive the requirements of N.P.R.G.O. 22.111.2(l) to permit Global Motors Corp to conduct a tent sale on its premises at 1099 NJ State Highway 22 West from 14 May, 2009 until 25 June, 2009 during regularly established business hours in such a manner that said sale shall not prove a detriment to highway traffic or to the citizenry of North Plainfield.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01i  DECLARING MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ WEEK, MAY 3 THROUGH MAY 9, 2009

WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal Clerk, a time-honored and vital part of local government, exists throughout the world, and

WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal Clerk is the oldest amongst public servants, and

WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal Clerk provides the professional link between the citizens, the local governing bodies and agencies of government at other levels, and

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks have pledged to be ever-mindful of their neutrality and impartiality, rendering equal service to all.

WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk serves as the information center on functions of local government and community while playing a key role in the continuity of local government.

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks continually strive to improve the administration of the affairs of their office through participation in education programs, seminars, workshops and the annual meetings of their state, county and international professional organizations.

WHEREAS, it is most appropriate that this Governing Body recognizes the accomplishments of the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it declares the week of May 3 through May 9, 2009, as Municipal Clerks’ Week, and further extends appreciation to our Municipal Clerk, Richard K. Phoenix, RMC and to all Municipal Clerks for the vital services they perform and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-27-09-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 27th day of April, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

REPORTS 2009:

1st Quarter – North Plainfield Rescue Squad Inc.

Activity Report for March, 2009 – Plainfield Area Humane Society 

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Richard Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
	Re:  WPQJ970 1630 Radio announcement of the North Plainfield’s Friends of Vermeule Giant Yard Sale on April 25, 2009

	Bob Hitchcock, President of FOVM

Borough Councilman
	Re:  Memo to Chief Parenti and Jim Rodino of Activity at Vermeule on April 25, 2009

	Fred Tupkielewicz

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter of resignation from the Economic Development Committee

	Jack Fowler

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Commercial Vehicle Ordinance 

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Property Maintenance Violation 11-4.3 at 120 Sycamore Avenue

	
	Property Maintenance Violation 11-4.1 at 40-42 Washington Avenue

	
	Property Maintenance Violation 11-4.2 at 78 Washington Avenue

	McKirdy and Riskin

Morristown, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for Global Motors Corp.

	Leonard Lange and Barbara Lange

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for 246 Watchung Avenue

	Stanley Lewis

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for 76 Mali Drive

	Scott and Amy Six

North Plainfield, NJ


	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for 30 Glen Court 

	James S. McGarry, Jr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for 347 Glendale Road

	Brenda Zamore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for 452 Catalpa Avenue

	Kelly Kenny, Sr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for 577 Ayres Avenue

	Douglas and Noreen Knorr

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for 95 Johnston Drive

	Susan Gordon

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Appeal for 111 Willow Avenue 

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Comcast of Plainfield, LLC Application for Renewal of Municipal Consent

	
	Re:  Comcast Cable Communications, LLC Opposition to Application for Review 

	PSE&G

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Petition filed with the Board of Public Utilities of the State of New Jersey requesting an increase in the charges for electric and gas service

	Cornerstone Architectural Group, LLC


	Re:  Spring 2009 Newsletter

	Aurora Financial Group, Inc.

Marlton, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intention to Accelerate and Foreclosure

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program 

2009 Stormwater Services 

	
	Re:  Recommendation of Final Payment No. 4 to Mark Paving Co., Inc. for FY2007 NJDOT Johnston Drive Extension Roadway Improvements BEI Project #215050070158

	Dauti Construction Co., Inc.

West Orange, NJ
	Re:  Change Order GC-057 from December 22, 2008

	
	Re:  Change Order GC-058 from December 22, 2008

	Board of Education
	Re:  2009-2010 Certification of Taxes and borough Tax Payment Schedule



	Public Archives and Records Infrastructure Support (PARIS) Grants Program
	Re:  Shared Services for Somerset County

	PMA Management Corp.

Lehigh Valley, PA
	Re:  Letter of Denial for Claim for 1997 GMC Dump Truck Involved in Accident on 12-11-08

	Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders
	Re:  Freeholder Board Launches Long-Term Economic Development Initiative in Somerset County

	
	Re:  Information about the Eighth Annual Youth Leadership Somerset, Applications due by May 15

	
	Re:  Displays, Programs to Celebrate County Government Week



	
	Re:  Artists Invited to Submit Artwork, deadline is May 1st

	
	Re:  2009- Proclamation – Somerset County

	State of New Jersey
	Re:  GovConnect Update:  April 13, 2009

	
	Re:  Main Street New Jersey Seminar

	
	Re:  Scholarships are Available to Municipalities!

	State of New Jersey Board of Public Utilities

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Comcast of Plainfield, LLC Application for Renewal of Municipal Consent to Construct and Operate a Cable Television System in the Borough of North Plainfield

	New Jersey Department of Community Affairs
	Re:  Newsletter for April 2009 

	New Jersey Department of Education
	Re:  Division of Finance Certificate and Report of School Taxes 2009-2010 School Year

	New Jersey Department of Transportation
	Re:  NJDOT Announces Transportation Enhancement Grant Program

	
	Re:  US Route 22 ITS Closed Loop System

	
	Re:  NJDOT Accepting Applications for the Transportation Enhancement ARRA (Economic Recovery) Program

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities
	Re:  Blight to Revitalization

	
	Re:  Protecting Our Children- Press Release

	
	Re:  Destination Marketing Organizations and Protecting Our Children- Criminal History Record Background Checks to be Addressed

	
	Re:  We Work for Health Campaign

	
	Re:  Please Complete our Mandates Survey and League Alerts- Fax Numbers

	
	Re:  Extended Unemployment Benefits

	
	Re:  Working Together to Solve New Jersey’s Blood shortage through Workplace Blood Drives;  Date CORRECTION for 2nd Annual Central Jersey “Mayors Healthy Cook-off”

	
	Re:  League e-bulletin Grant Writing  

	
	Re:  Legislative Bulletin 2008-2009 Legislative Session April 2009


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mrs. Forbes inquired about the status of the Plainfield Area Humane Society.  Council President Stabile informed her that he had already requested that Mr. Phoenix reach out to them for the update.  She then suggested passing a resolution opposing the proposed raises for the utility companies.  She suggested a resolution for curing hunger month.  

Mr. Hitchcock inquired about the large packet from Comcast.  Mr. Bernstein interjected that the packet is the start of the renewal process.  

Mr. Merrill suggested a presentation on the new turf field from North Plainfield Athletic Director Carl Gordon and head Football Coach Bob Lake.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, announced that he will have to look up probable cause as he thinks the meaning may have changed.  He questioned the poor enforcement of the Commercial Vehicle Ordinance and explained that he feels some changes need to be made.  He questioned why the seven unregistered vehicles parked in the backyard of 120 Sycamore Avenue are still there after the house has changed owners.  He stated his concerns with the direction the neighborhood is going due to lack of enforcement by the proper officials.  He felt that the North Plainfield website needs to be kept up to date and expressed his worries about everyone retreating to a centralized location during a pandemic; due to panic.   Having three locations would be safer.  

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, expressed her concerns with having enough volunteers to assist with people during a potential pandemic.  She also stated that the Plainfield Area Humane Society is making strides towards being where they need to be in terms of the Board of Health.  

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod announced that the new collection calendar will be posted in the Community Center, the Library, in Borough Hall and on the website.  He announced that Mariam Moran started her employment in the Mayor’s and Administrator’s Office two weeks ago and is a fine addition to the Borough staff.  

Mrs. Forbes announced her appreciation for the time the Chief of Police spent with the Council.

Mr. Hitchcock wished to congratulate Stephanie Sherwood on successfully completing her first Clerk’s course.

Mr. Merrill reported that the opening day for baseball and softball went well.  He said that the Recreation Commission is hoping to make the parade into more of a community event in the future.  He said that although he was not on hand for the Fishing Derby, it was well organized and well attended.

Mr. Singleterry thanked the Police Chief for joining them that evening.  He reported that the Tri County Red Cross Gala was a success as they were able to make money.

Mr. Stabile announced the Clean the Town and Clean up the Brook event that will be held on Saturday.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Merrill, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:04 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


4/27/09


