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MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, May 26, 2009 at 7:40 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock

Lawrence La Ronde





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


Also Present:

Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor 

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Member:
Everett Merrill (excused)


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Stabile.


Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned the ordinance dealing with R-9, saying that it would not be beneficial and that it should be R-8, restricting housing to one per one-acre lot.  He questioned the effectiveness of fingerprinting and background checks.

Barbara Habeeb, 73 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield, asked about the settlement between the Borough and Villa Maria, saying that they should not have enjoyed a 2/3 reduction in taxes.  She asked for explanation of Mr. McNerney’s tax history, and suggested that nearby towns’ experience with age-restricted zoning be scrutinized for instances where the restriction was lifted on a hardship basis.

Antoinette Rinehart, 93 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield, said that she is pleased with police coverage, then commented that, in reference to the Villa Maria site, the Borough should learn from others’ mistakes.  She reminded the town to remain mindful of preserving its history for future generations.

Jim McGarry, 347 Glendale Avenue, North Plainfield, reminded of the model foreclosure ordinance enacted by the City of Boston, saying that Middlesex Borough now has similar legislation in place, adding that an abandoned property in his neighborhood is an eyesore.

The Council President replied that the ordinance was under review by Mr. Bernstein’s office. 

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Green Brook Multi-Use Trail – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that both North Plainfield and Plainfield’s applications had been declined.  The application is being resubmitted since a new source of funding is becoming available.  The City’s April Stefel was present this evening.  The City of Plainfield recommended filing a joint application.  Mrs. Forbes termed it an interesting project, questioning the source of grant money.  Mr. Hitchcock asked about maintenance of the finished trail, and Ms. Stefel replied that both municipalities’ Public Works Departments would maintain it.  She further advised that the East Coast Greenway Grant had gone to Kenilworth.  A 15% contingency was also put in for Langan Engineering, which had drawn up detailed plans.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:
Mrs. Forbes found the School Board’s mentoring program and its results to mentor young men quite successful in improving their attitudes.  A lot is being achieved through football, basketball, track and field.

Mr. Hitchcock reported on three letters of thanks received by the Senior Citizens/Community Center Committee.  Correspondence came in from the Boy Scouts, Somerset County Senior Services and from the Department of Commerce on behalf of their census project.  All of the above had praised the quality of the meeting space provided.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.
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