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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 8, 2009 at 8:22 p.m. at the West End School Community Room, 447 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill  





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Agenda/Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on May 28, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building, the Board of Education and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 09-04, AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH AN R-9 AGE RESTRICTED COMMUNITY (ARC) AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING (AH) RESIDENCE ZONE.

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
The following residents expressed their opposition to Ordinance No. 09-04:


Thalia Saloukas, Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield


Robert Gatto, 72 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield


Sabina Helmer, 390 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield


Antoinette Rinehart, 93 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield 


Barbara Habeeb, 73 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield 


Fred Jones, 739 Taft Avenue, North Plainfield 


Nancy Campbell, 677 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield 


Dave Billman, 114 Ridge Avenue, North Plainfield


Tom Mullen, 214 Glenside Place, North Plainfield  


Mary Liebau, 20 Interhaven Avenue, Green Brook 


Henry Stoner, 343 West End Avenue, North Plainfield 


Caroline Mochernuk, 4 Interhaven Avenue, North Plainfield


Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield


Phil McCarthy, 130 Johnston Drive Extension, North Plainfield


Frances Gallagher, 431 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield


Bill Campbell, 8 Interhaven Avenue, Green Brook


John Wagner, 198 Cedar Street, North Plainfield 


Alpar Voegler, 451 Grove Street, North Plainfield 


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield


Yvette Porter, 143 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield


David Lepak, 92 Norwood Avenue, North Plainfield 


Nancy Piro, 352 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield 


Denise Gordon, 245 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield


Tom Margret, 11 (undistinguishable) Court

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Merrill presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-08-09-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-04 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 
CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes questioned the disputed amount of money on the Verizon bill; Mr. Hollod interjected that that amount was settled on after a previous dispute with Verizon.


Mr. Hitchcock requested that item “a” be removed from the consent agenda.


Mrs. Forbes requested that item “f” be removed for a separate vote.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-08-09-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

06-08-09-02b, c, d, e, and g

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 06-08-09-02b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD EXTENDING THE AWARD DATE FOR THE ONEIDA AVENUE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield received a grant for fiscal year 2008 from the NJDOT for pavement, curb, sidewalk and drainage improvements to Oneida Avenue in the Borough; and,

WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. is performing the engineering services related to the 2008 NJDOT Roadway Improvements for Oneida Avenue; and,

WHEREAS, the deadline for awarding the contract for the Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvements project is on or about June 18, 2009; and,

WHEREAS, Birdsall Engineering, Inc. has advised the Borough of North Plainfield that a six (6) month time extension from the award deadline is necessary in order to have sufficient time to design, bid and award the contract for the Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvements project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the deadline for awarding the contract for the Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvements project, for which the Borough of North Plainfield has received a grant for fiscal year 2008 from the NJDOT, is hereby extended six (6) months, so that the contract for the project must be awarded by December 19, 2009.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-08-09-02c  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 161.01 Lot 10


$10,962.16

Plymouth Park Tax Services

Certificate #08-00158





35 Airport Road

Premium



$  4,050.00

P.O. Box 2288









Morristown, NJ  07962-2288

Block 197 Lot 14


$     783.99

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #08-00175





P.O. Box 284









Kingston, NJ  08528

RESOLUTION NO. 06-08-09-02d  WHEREAS, American Red Cross Plainfield, 332 West Front Street, Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an on-premise draw raffle awarding cash as prizes (50/50) on June 13, 2009; and

WHEREAS, American Red Cross Plainfield has been issued Identification No. 396-4-30431 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffles license;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to American Red Cross Plainfield for an on-premise draw raffle awarding cash (50/50) as prizes to be held on June 13, 2009 at the North Plainfield Street Fair on Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-08-09-02e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Aston G. Foster





538 West 7th Street, Apt. B7





Plainfield, NJ 07060





Manuel A. Carchi





379 North 13th Street





Newark, NJ  07107-1340


RESOLUTION NO. 06-08-09-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.10, Saturday, June 13, 2009 is hereby declared to be a day of general civic celebration for purposes of the North Plainfield Street Fair, and any fees provided for in N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.2 and 4-7.3 are hereby waived for vending to be conducted on that date by any nonprofit civic organization.  


Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-08-09-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 8th day of June, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Forbes

Resolution carried 6-0-1.

REPORTS 2008:  Fire Department Annual

REPORTS 2009:

Fire Department, April monthly

Police Department, April monthly

Somerset County Department of Health, February monthly

COMMUNICATIONS:

	North Plainfield Board of Education
	Re:  Application For Use of Buildings/Grounds

	North Plainfield Rescue Squad
	Re:  Profit and Loss Standard for May 2009

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Application For Renewal of Municipal Consent to Construct and Operate a Cable Television System in the Borough of North Plainfield 

	
	Re:  Addition of HD Channel

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice of a Filing and Notice of Public Hearings



	Tom Fagan, Planning Board Chair
	Re:  Memo about Ordinance 09-04



	Colleen Mahr, Mayor

Borough of Fanwood
	Re:  Proposed Improvements to PARSA Facilities

	PowersKirn, Counselors at Law

Moorestown, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Foreclosure on Property at 125 Lawrence Avenue

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Animal Care and Control for Month of April, 2009

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Agenda for June 4, 2009 Meeting and Minutes of May 7, 2009 Meeting 

	
	Re:  Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority 2nd Quarter 2009 Billing

	State of New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Social Affair Permit Issued to the Borough of North Plainfield for Street Fair 

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of Ordinance 22-115.26

	
	Re:  Violation of Ordinance 22-115.26

	
	Re:  Violation of Zoning Ordinance; Possible Addition to the Garage and Cellar Apartment Added to the House Without the Owner Obtaining the Necessary Permits


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mrs. Forbes suggested bus stop, traffic control signs and satellite dish ordinances.  She questioned if the Historic Preservation Commission had come up with a design for satellite dishes in the historic district.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired about the status of the talent bank application he had submitted; he commented that the Historic Preservation Commission has made several appointments recently,  then questioned when the renovations to Borough Hall will be completed.  

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mr. Bernstein was recognized by the Council President, and commented on the Age Restricted Community (ARC) bill under consideration by the state.  The zoning ordinance taken up by the Borough Council this evening represented an opportunity for property to be developed in accordance with the Master Plan.  It will be up to the developer to submit an application, which will then go before the Planning Board and a potential series of appeals.  The maximum number of units in question would be 196 of which 160 would be age-restricted and thirty-six on a separate subdivision to include market-rate non age-restricted affordable housing to meet the Borough’s “Mount Laurel” (COAH) obligation.  In lieu of the ARC, the site would support forty-eight single-family homes.  The developer would have the right to apply for that instead.  Mr. Bernstein advised of protracted conversations with Somerset County, and the possibility of their acquisition of the property for open space.   As opposed to investing in open space at the Villa Maria site, the county chose to support the upgrade of Krausche Field.  The attorney reminded that it was an ordinance that had come before the Council and that this ordinance would, by definition, carry with it the same force and effect as any other ordinance in terms of benefits, opportunities and results.  

Mr. Hollod reported that most Borough employees will move into their new offices after the final inspection, which should be within the next couple of weeks, also reliant on the installation of various data lines.

Mayor Giordano commented on the zoning ordinance, stating that they had nothing to gain from it.  He added that they had done their job and chose what was for the betterment of North Plainfield.  He reported that he visited the complex in Bound Brook which is on a dead end street, in a flood zone behind Rt. 287, and could see why those units did not sell.

Council President Stabile echoed the Mayor’s sentiments and stated that the Council can only do the best job they can.

Mrs. Forbes first wished to second the Council President’s comments and stated that the name-calling behavior by certain individuals was because their argument is weak.  She then said that the Council reached their decision based on a lot of information.

Mr. Hitchcock explained that if money had been no object, the town would have purchased the land, torn down the asbestos filled buildings and built a park; however, with no money available from Somerset County, that would have raised taxes.  The Council chose to pass this ordinance because they felt it was the best choice for everybody in the Borough.  

Mr. La Ronde wished to echo the other sentiments.  

Mr. Merrill stated that the Council members are not interlopers, as they all have a lot of pride in the community and want what is best for the future of North Plainfield.

Mr. Righetti reminded that this process began in 2001 and they did what’s best for the community.

Mr. Singleterry first noted that North Plainfield received a substantial increase in school funding last year which allowed the school portion of property taxes to decrease slightly.  He suggested passing a resolution specific to North Plainfield and in support of the current funding levels.  As for the Villa Maria property, he stated that voting down this ordinance would’ve meant that houses would have gone up on that property.  He supported an update of the Master Plan.   

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:28 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


6/08/09


