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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, August 10, 2009 at 8:13 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Members:  
Everett Merrill (excused) 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mrs. Forbes.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


The Mayor announced the following appointment:


APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION:



Keiona R. Miller



Public Citizen 


HEARING: 


ORDINANCE NO. 09-07, AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC,” SECTION 7-3 ENTITLED “PROHIBITED PARKING,” MOST NOTABLY SECTIONS 7-3.3, SCHEDULE I, ENTITLED “TEMPORARY NO PARKING FOR SNOW REMOVAL,” 7-3.5, SCHEDULE III, ENTITLED “PARKING PROHIBITED CERTAIN HOURS” AND 7-3.7, SCHEDULE V, ENTITLED “PARKING TIME LIMITED”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the residents of Somerset Street north of Route 22 will be advised individually of this change.  Council President Stabile stated that the signs will be taken down.


Motion to close public comment by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried all six voting aye. 


Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-07 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 09-08, ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AMENDING THE NORTH PLAINFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS MANUAL


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close public comment by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried all six voting aye.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-08 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-09 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing September 14, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 09-09, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XI ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE,” TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED, “ABANDONED PROPERTY”

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Phoenix interjected that a fifth taxi driver was added to Resolution No. 08-10-09-04f after the Police Department returned the approved application to the Clerk’s office today.

Mr. Bernstein requested item “k” be removed for a separate vote and Mr. Hitchcock requested item “j” be removed for a separate vote.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

08-10-09-04a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, and i

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04a  RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE LIBRARY HVAC AND ROOF IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR THE BOROUGH TO ENVIROCON, LLC AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH ENVIROCON, LLC

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield prepared Bid Specifications and requested Bids for the HVAC and Roof Improvement Project for the Borough of North Plainfield Library (the “Project”); and,

WHEREAS, the bid opening was held on July 30, 2009 for the Project; and,

WHEREAS, three (3) bidders responded to the bid; and,

WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bidder was Envirocon, LLC with a bid of Four Hundred Eighty-Nine Thousand One Hundred Forty-Four Dollars ($489,144.00); and,

WHEREAS, Envirocon, LLC’s bid is in compliance with all the requirements of the bid specifications for the Project; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract with Envirocon, LLC, 490 Schooley’s Mtn. Road, Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 to complete the Project in the amount of Four Hundred Eighty-Nine Thousand One Hundred Forty-Four Dollars ($489,144.00).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Envirocon, LLC is hereby awarded the contract for the HVAC and Roof Improvement Project for the Borough of North Plainfield Library, as set forth in the Bid Specifications and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Envirocon, LLC, which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s office. 


RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, KEIONA R. MILLER is hereby appointed to the YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2012 and until her successor shall have been appointed and qualified.  

RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04c  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND OTHER AGREEMENTS.

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that certain agreements need to be entered into by the Borough and executed by the Mayor and Borough Clerk at such times when no meetings are scheduled and/or held by the Borough Council or where otherwise appropriate or necessary; and,

WHEREAS, these agreements consist of professional services agreements and other agreements; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to enter into and execute these agreements on behalf of the Borough until such time as superseding resolutions are passed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all professional service agreements and other agreements through at least September 15, 2009 and until superseding resolutions are passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder

Block 3.01 Lot 11

$     294.87

George Shrier


Certificate #08-00006




201 So 2nd St PO Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904


Block 96 Lot 7

$ 18,369.42

CCTS Capital


Certificate #08-00094




1415 Route 70, E Suite 504


Premium


$   1,100.00

Cherry Hill, NJ  08034


Block 142 Lot 14

$ 60,102.13

US Bank – Cust/Sass


Certificate #07-00088




2 Liberty Place









50 S 16th St. Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102


Block 48 Lot 16

$   1,533.05 

Sequoia Investments


Certificate #08-00053




P.O. Box 5600









Woodbridge, NJ  07095



RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Escrow Balance:


Philip & Diana Lagola
$ 1,100.00


252 Oneida Place


North Plainfield, NJ  07060


BA-09-002

RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Jorge Chavarriaga-Velas


Manuel Mangui

925 Jersey Avenue, Apt. F4


39 Prospect Place

Elizabeth, NJ  07202



North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Abel V. Reinoso



Alex Tapia

24 Jackson Avenue



49 Grandview Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


North Plainfield, NJ  07060




Marcos A. Leiva




540 West Front Street, Apt. 2




Plainfield, NJ  07060 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04g  RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR D.A.R.E. PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield conducted a Car Nutz Club 2009 Car Show in order to raise money for the North Plainfield Police Department’s D.A.R.E. program; and,

WHEREAS, the event resulted in donations in the total amount of Four Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Four Dollars and Thirty-Two Cents ($4,374.32) for the North Plainfield Police Department D.A.R.E. program; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to accept the above-referenced donations for the North Plainfield Police Department D.A.R.E. program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby accepts the donations in the amount of Four Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Four Dollars and Thirty-Two Cents ($4,374.32) for the North Plainfield Police Department D.A.R.E. program.  A list of said donations shall be on file with the Borough Clerk’s office. 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04h  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET

WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2009;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2009 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2009:







Salaries

Other

A/C # 

Current Fund


& Wages

Expenses
23-220

Group Insurance




$ 282,250.00

25-252

Emergency Management



       5,000.00

26-290

Streets and Roads




   100,000.00

26-310

Building & Grounds




       5,000.00

27-330

Health






     25,000.00

30-420

Celebration of Public Events



       1,675.00

31-445

Utilities-Water





       3,750.00


Totals






$ 422,675.00
RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04i  WHEREAS, N.P.R.G.O. 14-4.1 prohibits the outdoor display of merchandise in a manner which obstructs the public streets or sidewalks, but permits the Borough Council to waive the provisions of that Ordinance in certain limited circumstances; and


WHEREAS, established North Plainfield merchant “Bob’s Place” has respectfully requested relief from N.P.R.G.O. 14-4.1 for purposes of holding a sidewalk sale in front of the store, located at 389 Somerset Street in the Somerset Square Shopping Center during regular business hours on the following dates:  Thursday, August 27 through Saturday, August 29; then, Tuesday, September 1 through Saturday, September 5, 2009.


WHEREAS, Bob’s Place is a boutique selling women’s clothing and accessories, and would conduct the sidewalk sale professionally during regular business hours with clothing racks placed on the sidewalk directly in front of the store/windows.  Sale signs would be placed inside the windows with advertising in the local newspaper.  The Borough Council recognizes that Bob’s represents a unique, successful and responsible retailer in North Plainfield and that such a sale may be accomplished without detriment to the residents of the Borough;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council does hereby waive the requirements of N.P.R.G.O. 14-4.1 to permit Bob’s Place to conduct a sidewalk sale from August 27 through 29th; and, again from September 1 through 5, 2009 during regular business hours at 389 Somerset Street, North Plainfield in a manner that does not interfere with pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 10th day of August, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  La Ronde, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes, Hitchcock, Righetti


Resolution carried 3-0-3.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-04k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session, as amended, from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:

Labor Negotiations PBA Local 85 PBASO Local 85, Teamster Local 469 White Collar

Pending or Anticipated Litigation Campbell v. North Plainfield et al.


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	North Plainfield Citizens for Community Rights
	Re:  Initiative and Referendum Petition for “North Plainfield Sunshine Act”

	The Superior Court of New Jersey

Law Division, Special Civil Part
	Re:  Civil Action Summons Docket No. UNN-DC 10195-09

	Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, L.L.C.

Warren, NJ
	Re:  Comcast Franchise Renewal 

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Review of Bids and Recommendation of Award for the North Plainfield Library HVAC and Roof Improvements

	Bob’s Place

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Request for Permission for a Sidewalk Sale

	Office of the Borough Clerk

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Copy of Ordinance 09/12 Amending the Age Restriction in the R-M-L VI Zoning Districts to Fifty-Five Years of Age or Older for Permanent Residents With No One Under Nineteen Years of Age

	IBT Local 469-PW
	Re:  Memorandum of Agreement Between Local Union No. 469, IBT and the Borough of North Plainfield

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice of a Filing and Notice of Public Hearings 

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ


	Re:  Agenda for August 6, 2009 Meeting and Minutes of the July 9, 2009 Meeting 

	WPQJ970 Radio
	Re:  Announcement of the National Night Out Scheduled for August 4, 2009 From 6:30 to 8:30pm

	Carmela Hurling

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Tax Appeal for Property Located at 250 Brook Avenue 

	Frank D’Amore, Sr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Property Maintenance Violation at 104 Sycamore Avenue 

	
	Re:  Violation of Ordinance 22-115.7 at 22 Prospect Place

	
	Re:  Property Maintenance Ordinance Violations at 127 Sycamore Avenue 

	
	Re:  Violation of 22-115.26 (safety hazard) at 120 Grove Street

	Nicholas A. Ciampa

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter Requesting Use of the Community Center for the Public

	Bank of America

Getzville, NY
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 350 Redmont Road

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 324 Jefferson Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 359 Harvey Avenue

	Bank of America

Plano, TX
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 261 Manning Avenue

	Chase Home Finance LLC

Columbus, OH
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 41 Mali Drive

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 46 Myrtle Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Dwelling Unit Located at 401 Rt. 22 

	Phelan Hallinan & Schmieg, PC

Mt. Laurel, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 184 Westervelt Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 51-3 Greenbrook Road

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 383 Brook Avenue 

	PowersKirn

Moorestown, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 360 Malcolm Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 328 Glendale Road 

	Washington Mutual

Jacksonville, FL
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 33 Regent Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 94 Fairview Avenue 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 247 Duer Street 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 190 Lewis Street 

	Zucker, Goldberg & Ackerman, LLC

Mountainside, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 362 Watchung Avenue

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities 
	Re:  Emergency Response Guidebook 

	
	Re:  Membership Dues Amount $1,430 Paid in Full With Check # 8289

	
	Re:  Pre-Registration Form for 2009 Annual League Conference Scheduled for November 17-20

	William Campbell

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Civil Action Summons In Lieu of Prerogative Writ


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mr. Singleterry stated that the Planning Board is working on updating the Master Plan; he suggested a joint meeting in either September or October for a discussion on it.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned why the Commercial Vehicle Ordinance is not being enforced.  He also stated that the Ordinance limiting the height of shrubs and natural growth is not being enforced; this is causing obstruction of stop signs and limited vision at intersections.  He then questioned when the Borough Council meetings will be held in Borough Hall again.   

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano thanked the Police and Fire Departments and the Rescue Squad for their National Night Out.  He then stated that they have received $125,000 in extraordinary  aid and that $300,000 in Federal aid is coming.  He announced that the Violations Bureau has moved to their new offices in Borough Hall.  He then wished to comment about commercial vehicles, stating that the Police are indeed enforcing the commercial vehicle ordinance.

Mr. Hollod stated that the parts are on order for the elevator upgrade and it should be in effect shortly.  He stated that the Court has moved their offices and will be reopening for business tomorrow; he then added that the Police Department will be moving soon, too.  

Mr. Singleterry apologized for his dress code violation as he came from a meeting in Philadelphia.  He reported that he had a productive meeting with Richard Scalia last week in which they discussed the Master Plan, as well as business development in North Plainfield and ways to restrict future residential development.

Mr. Hitchcock thanked all involved for a wonderful National Night Out.  He added that he hopes someone from the Construction Office will participate in the meeting about the Vermeule Mansion; they will need to discuss the inclusion of the historic buildings in the Master Plan.  He then reminded everyone of the Somerset County Four H Fair this week.

Mrs. Forbes congratulated Keiona Miller on her appointment.  She thanked all involved in the National Night Out.  She offered her thanks to the Clerk for his excellent presentation on the petition the Council had received from the NPCCR.  She then announced that there will be a ceremony to commemorate the closing of Muhlenberg Hospital.

Mr. Stabile congratulated the administration for their work on the Extra Aid applications and over $125,000 in monies received.  

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 8:42 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of executive session by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 9:57 p.m. with all six council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 

Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 08-10-09-05  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH TEAMSTERS LOCAL 469

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has been engaged in negotiations with Teamsters Local 469, the union which represents white collar employees in the Borough, for a new collective bargaining agreement; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield and Teamsters Local 469 have reached an agreement to create a new collective bargaining agreement for the period of January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2013; and,

WHEREAS, the terms of the new agreement are contained in a Memorandum of Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough hereby approves the Memorandum of Agreement between the Borough of North Plainfield and Teamsters Local 469 (White Collar) and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute said Memorandum of Agreement on behalf of the Borough.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


8/10/09


