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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at 9:17 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of March 9, 2009; and the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of March 23, 2009.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of March 9, 2009:  


Aye:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Merrill


Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of March 23, 2009:  


Aye:  Forbes, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Hitchcock, Merrill 

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “b” be removed for a separate vote.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 10-13-09-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

10-13-09-01a, c, and d

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 10-13-09-01a  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder

Block 144 Lot 7

$       291.21

George Shrier

Certificate #08-00140




201 South 2nd Avenue








P.O. Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904


Block 129 Lot 2
        
$       410.23

George Shrier


Certificate #08-00123


Block 160.01 Lot 13

$    1,767.23

72 Oak Street Holding LLC


Certificate #07-00103




P.O. Box 653









Montvale, NJ  07645


Block 57 Lot 20

$    9,576.22

Plymouth Park Tax Service


Certificate #08-00064




115 S Jefferson Road









Whippany, NJ  07981


Premium 


           50.00


#08-00064




 


RESOLUTION NO. 10-13-09-01c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:

Personnel


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.


RESOLUTION NO. 10-13-09-01d  RESOLUTION APPOINTING MICHAEL MITZNER, ESQ. AS COUNSEL TO REPRESENT OFFICER ROBERT KROPEWNICKI IN HARASSMENT ACTION


WHEREAS, North Plainfield Police Officer Robert Kropewnicki has been charged with harassment pursuant to Summons No. S-2009-000371, based on an incident which occurred on September 6, 2009; and,


WHEREAS, Officer Kropewnicki has requested that Michael Mitzner, Esq. be appointed as defense counsel to represent him with respect to the harassment charge; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to appoint Michael Mitzner, Esq. as defense counsel for Officer Kropewnicki at the rate of One Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars ($125.00) per hour, the total amount of which shall not to exceed Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00), including costs and fees.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Michael Mitzner, Esq. is hereby appointed as defense counsel for Officer Kropewnicki with respect to the harassment charge against Officer Kropewnicki at the rate of One Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars ($125.00) per hour, the total amount of which shall not to exceed Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00), including costs and fees, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract, on behalf of the Borough, with Mr. Mitzner for such services.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 10-13-09-01b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 13th day of October, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 6-0-1.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities
	Re:  Invitation to Attend 18th Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day

	
	Re:  Awards Program Luncheon November 17th 

	
	Re:  Notice of Proposed Membership Dues

	
	Re:  Verizon and  NJ Shares Offering Hope and Delivering Help Reception on November 17th 

	
	Re:  12th Annual Elected Officials Hall of Fame 

	Somerset County Governing Officials Association
	Re:  Meeting Notice for October 14th at Mannion’s Irish Pub and Restaurant 

	Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC

Warren, NJ
	Re:  William M. Campbell v. Borough of North Plainfield, et al.

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for the Month of August, 2009

	The Elm Group, Inc.

Princeton, NJ
	Re:  NJDEP Biennial Certification

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Channel Changes

	
	Re:  Channel Additions 

	Somerset County Park Commission
	Re:  Putting Your Garden to Bed Workshop on October 17th 

	Paradigm Liaison Services, LLC


	Re:  Invitation to Attend Safety Emergency Response Program on October 15th

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Agenda for October 1st Meeting and Minutes of Regular Meeting of September 3rd 

	Law Offices of S.P. DiFazio

Flemington, NJ
	Re:  Pasquerello v. North Plainfield, et al.

	Frank D’Amore Sr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Memo Of Violation 22-115.26 at 120 Grove Street 

	
	Re:  Memo of Violation 22-115.26 (safety hazard) at 3 Myrtle Avenue 

	
	Re:  Memo of Property Maintenance Ordinance Violation at 6 Willow Avenue 

	
	Re:  Memo of Land Development Ordinance Violation at 11 Rockview Avenue

	
	Re:  Memo of Violation of 22-122.10 (3&4) at 11 Rockview Avenue 

	State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Certification of Approved and Amended Budget

	North Plainfield Education Foundation, Inc.

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Invitation to Attend the Upper Krausche Athletic Field Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on October 9th

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  NJDOT FY2008 Municipal Aid Program Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvements

	Tax Court of New Jersey
	Re:  Case Information Statement for Monticchio Warehousing Corp. v. Borough of North Plainfield

	
	Re:  Case Information Statement for Nathan E. Enwerekowe v. Tax Assessor, Borough of North Plainfield

	
	Re:  Case Information Statement for Tervalou Land Company v. Borough of North Plainfield

	Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
	Re:  Registration Information for Introduction to Plant Identification on November 5 and 6, 2009 

	Getty Petroleum Marketing, Inc.

East Meadow, NY
	Re:  Public Notification – Sign Posting Photo Documentation 

	Delta

St. Paul, MN
	Re:  Public Notification – Sign Posting Photo Documentation 

	NJ Government Records Council

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Frank D’Amore v. Borough of North Plainfield GRC Complaint No. 2009-216

	
	Re:  Frank D’Amore v. Borough of North Plainfield GRC Complaint No. 2009-136


PUBLIC COMMENT:

Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, suggested the Council should consider banning clothing bins in North Plainfield.  However, if clothing bins continue to be permitted, it seems odd to charge responsible charities such as the Red Cross or Salvation Army and make a profit off of them.  He questioned what the penalty would be for the neglect of a clothing bin and who would enforce this?  He suggested that the property owners be held responsible to some degree for the maintenance of the bins.    

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the 7 p.m. curfew for trick-or-treaters on Halloween will be enforced by the Police Department.  Mayor Giordano advised that he will speak with the Chief about this. 

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, wished to echo Mr. Hirsch’s sentiments about the clothing bins.  She stated that she agrees with Mr. Righetti about doing away with the bins altogether to eliminate any further issues. 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano offered congratulations to the Board of Education for their ribbon cutting ceremony celebrating the new turf on Krausche Field.

Mr. Hollod wished to address the memos received from Mr. D’Amore.  He stated that a summons was issued to 120 Grove Street in September.  He also stated that summonses were issued to 11 Rockview Avenue for the absence of permits.  The people living in the basement of the house were advised to get out.  He requested the Somerset County Business Partnership be placed on the November 9 agenda.  Finally, he stated that he is glad to see the sign at Borough Hall being noticed and it will be adjusted to make it more readable.  

Mrs. Forbes offered her condolences to Mr. Rodino and his family for the loss of his wife.  

Mr. Hitchcock offered his condolences to Mr. Rodino and his family for their loss.  He congratulated the schools on the new field and then announced that over 250 people attended the mansion over the weekend.

Mr. La Ronde offered his condolences to Jim Rodino and his family.

Mr. Merrill stated that Friday night was wonderful for the community.  He specifically wished to thank the North Plainfield Education Foundation for their work. 

Mr. Righetti offered his condolences to Jim Rodino and his family.

Mr. Singleterry commended everyone on the field and stated he was glad to see a return from the open space tax monies.

Mr. Stabile stated how sorry he is for the Rodino family’s loss.  He stated that Krausche Field was spectacular and it was great to see the community come together for the ribbon cutting ceremony.  

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 9:35 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of executive session by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 9:58 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 

Mr. Bernstein briefly explained the separation agreement with retired Borough Clerk Pflueger that had been discussed in the executive session.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 10-13-09-02  WHEREAS, an agreement has been reached between the Borough of North Plainfield and Gloria Pflueger, the former Borough Clerk, which agreement is embodied in the Separation of Employment and Final Compensation Agreement (the “Agreement”), which is attached hereto and made a part hereof; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into the Agreement in order to memorialize the terms of Gloria Pflueger’s separation of employment from the Borough.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the above-referenced Agreement on behalf of the Borough.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Merrill


Resolution carried 6-0-1.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:01 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


10/13/09


