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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, November 23, 2009 at 9:04 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. La Ronde.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of June 22, 2009; Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of July 13, 2009; and Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of July 27, 2009. 


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference of June 22, 2009:


All seven voting aye.


Regular Meeting of June 22, 2009:


All seven voting aye.


Agenda Conference of July 13, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Hitchcock, Merrill


Regular Meeting of July 13, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Hitchcock, Merrill


Agenda Conference of July 27, 2009:


All seven voting aye.


Regular Meeting of July 27, 2009:


All seven voting aye.


Executive Session of July 27, 2009:


All seven voting aye.

HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 09-11, BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NO. 98-04 (WHICH PROVIDES FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS) HERETOFORE FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”), ON APRIL 27, 1998, AS AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED, TO AMEND PART OF THE DESCRIPTION THEREOF


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


Council President Stabile presented the Supplemental Debt Statement.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close public hearing by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-11 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.



HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 09-12, BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NO. 07-09 (WHICH PROVIDES FOR ACQUISITION OF EQUIPMENT AND VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS) HERETOFORE FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”), ON JULY 23, 2007, TO AMEND PART OF THE DESCRIPTION THEREOF


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


Council President Stabile presented the Supplemental Debt Statement.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close public hearing by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. Merrill presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-12 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 09-13, A BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 09-05 (WHICH PROVIDES FOR VARIOUS 2009 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS) HERETOFORE FINALLY FOR ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”) ON JULY 13, 2009, TO REAPPROPRIATE $39,000 IN EXCESS BOND PROCEEDS NOT NEEDED FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSE FROM BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 95-17 TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS THEREOF, TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION THEREIN BY $39,000, TO INCREASE THE AUTHORIZATION OF BONDS OR NOTES THEREIN BY $37,000, TO INCREASE THE USEFUL LIFE AND TO AMEND PART OF THE DESCRIPTION THEREOF

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

Council President Stabile presented the Supplemental Debt Statement.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close public comment by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-13 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.  

Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “f” be removed for a separate vote.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-04 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

11-23-09-04a, b, c, d, and e

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-04a  RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR ONEIDA AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT TO LUCAS CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH LUCAS CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC.

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield prepared Bid Specifications and requested Bids for the Oneida Avenue Road Improvements Project in the Borough (the “Project”); and,

WHEREAS, the Borough requested that bidders provide a base bid for the Project, as well as a bid for “Alternate Bid Item A”; and,

WHEREAS, the bid opening was held on October 29, 2009 for the Project; and,

WHEREAS, eleven (11) bidders responded to the bid; and,

WHEREAS, the lowest responsible responsive bidder was Lucas Construction Group, Inc., with a base bid of Three Hundred Twenty-Eight Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars and Ninety-Five Cents ($328,675.95) and a total bid of Three Hundred Thirty-Three Thousand Five Hundred Fifteen Dollars and Ninety-Five Cents ($333,515.95) when adding Alternate A; and,

WHEREAS, Lucas Construction Group, Inc.’s bid is in compliance with all the requirements of the bid specifications for the Project; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract with Lucas Construction Group, Inc. to complete either the Base Project in the amount of Three Hundred Twenty-Eight Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars and Ninety-Five Cents ($328,675.95) or the Base Project plus Alternate A in the amount of Three Hundred Thirty-Three Thousand Five Hundred Fifteen Dollars and Ninety-Five Cents ($333,515.95)

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Lucas Construction Group, Inc. is hereby awarded the contract for the Oneida Avenue Road Improvements Project for the Borough, as set forth in the Bid Specifications, for either the Base Project in the amount of Three Hundred Twenty-Eight Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars and Ninety-Five Cents ($328,675.95) or the Base Project plus Alternate A in the amount of Three Hundred Thirty-Three Thousand Five Hundred Fifteen Dollars and Ninety-Five Cents ($333,515.95), and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Lucas Construction Group, Inc., which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s office.

RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-04b  RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR MEADOWBROOK ROAD/MALI DRIVE PROJECT TO JOHN GARCIA CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH JOHN GARCIA CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield prepared Bid Specifications and requested Bids for the Meadowbrook Road/Mali Drive Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project in the Borough (the “Project”); and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough requested that bidders provide a base bid for the Project, as well as a bid for “Alternate Bid Item A”; and,

WHEREAS, the bid opening was held on October 28, 2009 for the Project; and,

WHEREAS, six (6) bidders responded to the bid; and,

WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bidder was John Garcia Construction Co., Inc. with a base bid of Seventy-Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Seven Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($77,797.86) and a total bid of Ninety-Four Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-Seven Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($94,737.86); and,

WHEREAS, John Garcia Construction Co., Inc.’s bid is in compliance with all the requirements of the bid specifications for the Project; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract with John Garcia Construction Co., Inc. to complete the Base Project only in the amount of Seventy-Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Seven Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($77,797.86).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that John Garcia Construction Co., Inc. is hereby awarded the contract for the Meadowbrook Road/Mali Drive Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project for the Borough, as set forth in the Bid Specifications, for the Base Project only in the amount of Seventy-Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Seven Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($77,797.86) and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with John Garcia Construction Co., Inc., which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s office. 

RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-04c  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING OVER THE LIMIT UNDER ARREST 2009 YEAR END STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN


WHEREAS, impaired drivers on our nation’s roads kill someone every 30 minutes, 50 people per day, and almost 18,000 people each year; and


WHEREAS, 26% of motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey are alcohol-related; and


WHEREAS, an enforcement crackdown is planned to combat impaired driving; and


WHEREAS, the season at the end of the year is traditionally a time of social gatherings which often include alcohol; and


WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Highway Traffic Safety, has asked law enforcement agencies throughout several counties to participate in the Over the Limit Under Arrest 2009 Year End Crackdown; and


WHEREAS, the project will involve increased impaired driving enforcement from December 7th through January 3, 2010; and


WHEREAS, an increase in impaired driving enforcement and a reduction in impaired driving will save lives on our roadways;


THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for the Over the Limit Under Arrest 2009 Year End Crackdown from December 7th through January 3, 2010 and pledges to increase awareness for the dangers of drinking and driving.   
RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-04d  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER FOR THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY ENVIROCON, INC. REGARDING THE HVAC AND ROOF IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT FOR THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD LIBRARY

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Envirocon, Inc. for services regarding the HVAC and Roof Improvements Project for the Borough of North Plainfield Library; and,

WHEREAS, there is a proposed change order reflecting a price adjustment in the contract as a result of a completely clogged roof drain leader which was an unforeseen, emergency condition; and, 

WHEREAS, the cost of this change order is estimated at Eight Hundred Twenty-Two Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents ($822.25).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize a change in the order for the HVAC and Roof Improvements Project for the Borough of North Plainfield Library in the amount of Eight Hundred Twenty-Two Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents ($822.25) so that Envirocon, Inc. can complete the Project as changed, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to execute the change order.  
RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-04e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder

Block 97 Lot 9

$       896.48

Changsheng Lu

Certificate #09-00282

         100.00

6 Johnson Avenue

Premium





Cranford, NJ  07016


Block 105 Lot 6
        
$     1,169.16

Changsheng Lu


Certificate #09-00301

          100.00


Premium





Block 2.01 Lot 1

$       796.33

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital


Certificate #08-00194




50 So 16th St Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102


Block 44 Lot 4

$     1,210.76

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital


Certificate #09-00240
    
          100.00






Premium








Block 199.03 Lot 15

$        367.42

US Bank Cust/Pro Cap Fund

Certificate #09-00365




50 So 16th St Suite 1950








Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 176 Lot 15

$       195.51

Nith I Services LLC

Certificate #09-00345




20 Almadera Dr.








Wayne, NJ  07470

Block 7 Lot 1


$       532.85

Nith I Services LLC

Certificate #09-00210

Block 94 Lot 8

$       912.22

Nith I Services LLC

Certificate #09-00278

Block 79 Lot 14

$        385.69

Elliot Loeb

Certificate #09-00263

          100.00

1 Lakeview Road

Premium





Saratoga Springs, NY  12866

Block 23 Lot 26

$        116.10

FNA Jersey Lien Services

Certificate #09-00225

          100.00

PO Box 103

Premium 





Brick, NJ  08723

Block 203.07 Lot 17

$        369.90

FNA Jersey Lien Services

Certificate #09-00380






Block 199.04 Lot 20

$         181.87

FNA Jersey Lien Services

Certificate #09-00367






Block 84 Lot 14

$         361.15

JN Properties 

Certificate #09-00272




175 Market Street 301








Paterson, NJ  07505


Block 176 Lot 22

$         111.75

Kavita or Ghansham Chainani

Certificate #09-00346




3 Mershon Lane








Plainsboro, NJ  08536

Block 78 Lot 5

$         268.96

Kavita or Ghansham Chainani

Certificate #09-00262




Block 40 Lot 4

$         181.69

Kavita or Ghansham Chainani
Certificate #09-00235



Block 203.04 Lot 23

$      8,650.30

R. Rothman

Certificate #09-00376




411 Grand Avenue

Premium


$      5,100.00

Engelwood, NJ  07631







Block 179 Lot 23

$        119.14

Ahmed Saghir

Certificate #09-00348




20 Richard Road








Monmouth Junction, NJ  08852

Block 67 Lot 13

$        267.84

Certificate #09-00252

Block 157 Lot 13

$        279.08

George Shrier

Certificate #07-00102




201 South Ave PO Box 16

Certificate #08-00153

           422.80

Highland Park, NJ  08904

Certificate #09-00333

           464.20

Block 59 Lot 5

$         421.07

George Shrier

Certificate #09-00250

Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 11-23-09-04f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 23rd day of November, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 6-0-1.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Public Notification:  Sensitive Population & Resource Checklist Toresco Enterprises/Currently Autobacs Strauss, 618-32 US Route 22 East

	
	Re:  North Plainfield Library HVAC Improvements

	Brett Radi, Somerset County Clerk

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Election Statement for Municipal Office General Election November 3, 2009

	
	Re:  November 3, 2009 General Election

	Homesharing

Bridgewater, NJ
	Re:  November 2009 Newsletter  

	NJ Transit

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Invitation to NJSLOM Panel Discussion

	Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC

Warren, NJ 
	Re:  William M. Campbell v. Borough of North Plainfield, et al. Docket No. SOM-L-1347-09 PW

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for October 2009

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re: Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority 4th Quarter 2009 Billing

	
	Re:  Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority 2010 Budget

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities
	Re:  New Law Affecting Members of Local Authorities, Boards and Commissions

	
	Re:  94th Annual Conference

	Frank D’Amore Sr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  GRC Docket No. 2009-248

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Channel Changes

	
	Re:  Price Adjustment 

	New Jersey Mayors Association
	Re:  January 1, 2010 Annual Membership Dues

	Somerset County Governing Officials Association
	Re:  Invite to Stand-up Comedy Routine by Assemblyman Bramnick and Annual Report from the Executive Board and Nomination and Election of New Officers



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes requested that the Council review some of the ideas put forth on commercial vehicles.  Mr. Stabile advised that they may need to correspond further.


Mr. Hitchcock suggested a discussion on the foreclosure notices.


Mr. Merrill requested a discussion on the increase in foreclosures and where North Plainfield ranks among other towns in the county.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, suggested that the Borough could save both time and money by enforcing the current commercial vehicle ordinance.  He also stated that he feels the garage sale ordinance is not being enforced properly, as well as the background checks performed on recreation volunteers.  He then questioned who sits on the North Plainfield Business Association as these individuals are making decisions about North Plainfield and some may not even reside here.  

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano wished the Council and the residents a happy Thanksgiving.  He advised that he will be in touch with John Horensky regarding the H1N1 vaccine.  He also stated that he attended the Optimist Club’s wine tasting.

Mr. Hollod thanked the Council for their support on various projects and wished all a happy Thanksgiving.

Mrs. Forbes expressed how much she enjoyed working with two North Plainfield High School students at the Rutgers game on Sunday.  She also wished everyone a very happy Thanksgiving.

Mr. Hitchcock  wished everyone a happy and healthy Thanksgiving.

Mr. La Ronde seconded Mr. Hitchcock’s sentiments.

Mr. Merrill wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving and requested that all stop by the football game on Thursday morning.

Mr. Righetti wished everyone a happy turkey day.

Mr. Singleterry also wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.

Mr. Stabile wished to address the commercial vehicle ordinance and the enforcement of said ordinance.  He explained that with the changing demographics in town it is time to look into this ordinance.  He wished all present a very happy and healthy Thanksgiving. 

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


11/23/09


