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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, December 14, 2009 at 9:17 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused)





Frank Righetti (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. La Ronde.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


MAYORAL PROCLAMATION:


Mayor Giordano shared the following Proclamation which he had presented at a recent meeting of the Car Nutz Car Club:


“WHEREAS:  the CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB originated from a notion that a group of car enthusiasts from North Plainfield could form a club dedicated to the enjoyment and love of their muscle and classic cars; and,


WHEREAS:  during the winter of 2004 the CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB’S six charter members got together at the Bagelmasters Deli and held the first meeting of their fledgling car club; and


WHEREAS:  the members of the CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB were Dan Battista, Alan Bender, Neil Gary, Mike Pellegrino, Tony Stanislao and Larry Van Winkle; and,


WHEREAS:  the idea of a name was discussed and North Plainfield resident Ralph Shaeffer’s suggestion of “CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB” was voted on and accepted; and,


WHEREAS:  the CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB soon after in ensuing meetings, more members were added on and Mike Pellegrino was voted in as president, Dan Battista was voted in as VP, Brian Van Winkle as treasurer and Larry Van Winkle as recording secretary and the by-laws were written; and,


WHEREAS, the CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB had the first cruise night at the Outback Steak House in the spring of 2004; and,


WHEREAS:  the CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB will be celebrating the 6th year anniversary in the spring of 2010 and has grown to over 35 members.


WHEREAS:  the CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB holds a car show yearly, participates in parades, rallies and has donated thousands of dollars to many worthwhile causes including Project Graduation, the NPHS Class of 2011 and D.A.R.E.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby congratulate the CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB for their contributions to our Borough; and, hereby urge everyone to join me in wishing the 

CAR NUTZ CAR CLUB

many more years pursuing the love of their hobby, Muscle and Classic cars.”

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of August 10, 2009; Special Meetings of August 27 and September 21, 2009; Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 14, 2009; Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 28, 2009; Board of Health, Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of October 13, 2009; Joint Meeting of October 26, 2009; Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 9, 2009.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference of August 10, 2009:


All five voting aye.

Regular Meeting of August 10, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Special Meeting of August 27, 2009:


Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes, Singleterry


Special Meeting of September 21, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Agenda Conference of September 14, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Singleterry


Abstain:  Stabile


Regular Meeting of September 14, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Singleterry


Abstain:  Stabile 


Executive Session of September 14, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Singleterry


Abstain:  Stabile


Agenda Conference of September 28, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Regular Meeting of September 28, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Executive Session of September 28, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Board of Health Meeting of October 13, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Agenda Conference of October 13, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Regular Meeting of October 13, 2009:  


All five voting aye.


Executive Session of October 13, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Joint Meeting of October 26, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Agenda Conference of November 9, 2009:


All five voting aye.


Regular Meeting of November 9, 2009:


All five voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Hitchcock requested that item “a” be removed for a separate vote.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

12-14-09-01b, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, and k

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01b  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS APPROVED STATE CONTRACT VENDORS FOR CONTRACTING UNITS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c) may by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program for any state contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in the Department of the Treasury; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has the need on a timely basis to purchase goods or services utilizing State contracts; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield intends to enter into contracts with the attached referenced State Contract Vendor through this resolution and properly executed contracts, which shall be subject to all the conditions applicable to the current State contracts;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5(b), the certification of available funds, shall either certify the full maximum amount against the budget at the time the contract is awarded, or no contract amount shall be chargeable or certified until such time as the goods or services are ordered or otherwise called for prior to placing the order, and a certification of availability of funds is made by the Chief Financial Officer; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the duration of the contracts between the Borough of North Plainfield and the referenced State Contract Vendor shall be for the 2008 Year:

A/C#
Name
68766
Allied Oil, Co.

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01d  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO CREATE THE PLAN ENDORSEMENT CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of North Plainfield desire to obtain Plan Endorsement from the State Planning Commission; and,

WHEREAS, Plan Endorsement is a voluntary review process developed by the State Planning Commission to provide the technical assistance and coordination of the State for municipalities, counties, and regional agencies to better achieve the goals of the State Planning Act and State Development and Redevelopment Plan; and,

WHEREAS, the State Planning Act recognizes that coordination of State action is necessary to help municipalities develop New Jersey’s economy while protecting the  natural, historic, and recreational resources, providing adequate and diverse housing and redeveloping our cities and older suburban areas; and,

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Plan Endorsement process is to improve the degree of consistency among municipal, county, regional and state agency plans with each other and with the State Plan and to facilitate the implementation of these plans with the primary focus on where and how development and redevelopment can be accommodated in accordance with the State Plan; and,

WHEREAS, State Planning Rules and Plan Endorsement Guidelines establish a comprehensive and coordinated planning process in order for a municipality to consider and update as necessary master plans, functional plans, development regulations and capital plans to be consistent with the State Plan and achieve plan endorsement; and,

WHEREAS, through plan endorsement, master plans, functional plans, development regulations and capital plans should be coordinated and supportive of each other; and,

WHEREAS, the State Planning Rules and Plan Endorsement Guidelines incorporate and expand upon the principles of the Municipal Land Use Law in order to help towns plan for a sustainable future; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-27 the Mayor may appoint one or more persons as a citizen’s advisory committee to assist or collaborate with the planning board in the duties, including adoption of, and amendment to, the master plan to guide the use of lands within the municipality in a manner which protects the public health and safety and promotes the general welfare of the community; and,

WHEREAS, the Plan Endorsement Guidelines and State Planning Rules require the appointment of a Plan Endorsement Advisory Committee to guide the municipality through the Plan Endorsement process; and,

WHEREAS, the Plan Endorsement Advisory Committee shall consist of between 5 and 10 members, including one representative of the governing body, a Class IV member of the planning board, one representative of a local board commission or committee who is not a member of the planning board and two representatives of the public that do not hold a position, employment of office with the municipality; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby approves and adopts the following:

The Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield authorized to establish a Plan Endorsement Citizens’ Advisory Committee consisting of between 5 and 10 members as follows:

1.  Members of the Governing Body:  Mary Forbes and Larry La Ronde

2.  Class IV Member of the Planning Board:  Thomas Fagan

3.  Representative of local board and commission or committee:  Leonard Lange

4.  Member of the public:  Daniel Batista 

5.  Optional Member:  Nathan Rudy

6.  Optional Member:  Peter Eddy

The members of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee shall serve at the pleasure of the Mayor, and the Citizens’ Advisory Committee shall report findings and conclusions of its actions, performed pursuant to the State Planning Rules and Plan Endorsement Guidelines, to the Planning Board on next steps, but shall have no power to vote or take another action required of the Planning Board; and

The Citizens’ Advisory Committee is established for the purpose of:

Guiding the plan endorsement process for the municipality;

Increasing public awareness of, and participation on the plan endorsement process for the Community;

Serving as the liaison with the state, county, regional agencies and local officials throughout the plan endorsement process;

Assisting the municipality in meeting the deadlines of plan endorsement;

Take the lead on completing the municipal self-assessment and submitting the required planning documents to the Office of Smart Growth;

Helping to facilitate community visioning as described in the Plan Endorsement Guidelines and community visioning standards;

Reporting the findings and conclusions of the self-assessment and community visioning to the local planning board for its review; and,

Negotiating a draft Action Plan with the Office of Smart Growth, in-collaboration with the planning board and governing body, to consist of actions that should be taken to adopt and/or update plans, ordinances and regulations in order to meet the plan endorsement requirements:

Facilitating completion of the Action Plan items in order to achieve endorsement by the State Planning Commission and enjoy the benefits available to the municipality as a result of the endorsed plan.

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Borough of North Plainfield shall transmit a copy of this resolution and the notice as required in the State Planning Rules to the New Jersey office of Smart Growth for transmission to the State Planning Commission; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Borough of North Plainfield shall also transmit a copy of this resolution and said notice to the Somerset County Planning Board.

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01e  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made in the Boroughs’ 2009 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule: 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately:


A/C #

NAME




FROM

    TO

CURRENT FUND


20-120-100
Borough Clerk-S&W

         $ 19,000.00


22-195-100
Uniform Construction-S&W    
10,000.00


26-290-100
Street & Roads-S&W


44,000.00


25-240-100
Police-S&W





$  63,000.00


26-290-200
Street & Roads-OE




      5,000.00


26-310-200
Building & Grounds-OE



      2,000.00


26-315-220
Vehicle Maintenance-PW



      3,000.00



Totals





$73,000.00
  $73,000.00
RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01f BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 104 Lot 16

$  1,667.45

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital

Certificate #09-00299




50 So 16th St Suite 1950








Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 94 Lot 9

$  8,947.64

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital

Certificate #09-00279

Premium 


    3,100.00

Block 173 Lot 21

$  6,822.56

Elliot Loeb

Certificate #09-00342




1 Lakeview Road

Premium 


    2,500.00

Saratoga Springs, NY  12866

Block 203.01 Lot 14

$     397.77

JN Properties 

Certificate #09-00369




175 Market Street








Paterson, NJ  07505

Block 4.02 Lot 34

$  2,415.63

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital

Certificate #09-00200




50 So 16th St Suite 1950








Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:

Block 174 Lot 12

$ 1,146.64

Mr. & Mrs. John Nero








11800 Ave. OF PGA Unit 14








Palm Beach, FL  33418

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01h  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Marriage Ceremony Fee:
Elizabeth Silva
$ 165.00

39 Mountain Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01i  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Dumpster Bond:

Ms. Amira Valjevac

$  200.00

Apt A-03 Property Manager

375 North Drive 

North Plainfield, NJ  07060-3713

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:

Personnel

Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 14th day of December, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-01a  WHEREAS, Holy Cross Church, 40 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an off-premises 50-50 raffles on February 28, 2010; and

WHEREAS, Holy Cross Church has been issued Identification No. 352-1-38411 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to Holy Cross Church for an off-premises 50-50 raffles to be held on February 28, 2010 at 40 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Hitchcock


Resolution carried 4-0-1.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Supplemental Debt Statement of Borough of North Plainfield as of October 7, 2009

	Sovereign Consulting Inc.

Robbinsville, NJ
	Re:  Former Shell Service Station Route 22 & 240 Watchung Avenue

	State of New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control
	Re:  Notice of Final Determination (Offer in Lieu of Suspension) and Notice of Disposition of Prima Facie Contraband

	Brett Radi, County Clerk

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  General Election Results



	
	Re:  Minimum Number of Signatures Required on a Petition for 2010 and 2011

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Division of Land Regulation Use

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Authorization for Freshwater Wetlands Statewide General Permit, Water Quality Certification and Waiver of Transition Area for Access

	Joseph A. Paparo, Esq.


	Re:  Notice of Public Hearing on Thursday, December 3, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. in the Borough of Watchung Municipal Building, 15 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, New Jersey, by the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of Watchung for Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan, Use and Bulk Variance Approvals

	Michelle D. Harlan

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Homeowners Applying to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection for Freshwater Wetlands General Permit for Bank Stabilization

	1630 Radio, WPQJ970 Radio

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Announcement for Free Clinic Offering H1N1 Vaccine on December 12th 

	Dauti Construction Co., Inc.

West Orange, NJ
	Re:  Change Order Number GC – 068 

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice to Public Service Electric and Gas Company Electric and Gas Customers

	Courier News
	Re:  Affidavit Advising Rate to be Charged for Official Publishing

	New Jersey American Water


	Re:  Discontinuance of Fire Protection Service/ 8 Fritz Place, North Plainfield, NJ

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Agenda for December 3rd Meeting and Minutes of November 5th Meeting

	Timmerman Equipment Company

Whitehouse, NJ
	Re:  Street Sweeper Bid Opened 10/1/09

	Comcast
	Re:  Channel Change

	North Plainfield Shade Tree Advisory Board
	Re:  Review of Tree Inventory Throughout Somerset Street Streetscape

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities
	Re:  League Conference Resolutions 

	
	Re:  Invitation to Attend An Orientation for Municipal Officials that are Newly Elected, Re-Elected or Experienced

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Memo of Violation 22-115.26 at 120 Grove Street

	
	Re:  Memo of Violation of Property Maintenance Ordinance 11-4.2 at 166 Sandford Avenue

	Green Brook Flood Control Commission

Green Brook, NJ
	Re:  Information Regarding The 2010 Budget

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  NJDOT Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvements 2008 Capital Roadway Improvement Program

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Bureau of Northern Field Operations

Cedar Knolls, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Deficiency for Bristol Motors Inc, 545 Route 22, North Plainfield, NJ 

	WPQJ970 Radio
	Re:  Flood Watch Announcement for 1630 Radio Airing December 9, 2009



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mrs. Forbes requested a report on the H1N1 clinic. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, asked if the Borough has a working street sweeper, then inquired after the membership of the local Business Association and the status of salary negotiations.  He concluded that the state’s Title 39 defines commercial vehicles, and that weight is the factor.

Mr. Stabile recommended that since the Business Association is a private group, that Mr. D’Amore should reach out directly to Mr. Eddy of P&E Plastics for the very latest roster since any such listing of membership held by the Borough might not be current.

Mr. Rodino replied that the street sweeper is in daily operation, especially now, during the leaf pickup season.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano announced that Steve Novak will be retiring on December 31, 2009 after numerous years of service.  He stated that the visit with Santa Claus and the holiday tree lighting were well organized and received.  The NPHS band and trumpet chorale added immeasurably to a wonderful event.  He stated that he attended the Car Nutz Club with a Proclamation regarding their good deeds in town.  Finally, the Mayor wished happy holidays to everyone. 

Mr. Hollod confirmed that Mr. Eddy’s office could provide the latest listing of Business Association membership, and that a partial list could now be found on the Borough’s website.  Further, Mr. Hollod announced that the Borough’s rating system for flooding has now been improved from 5% to 10%.  The award of the recent street sweeper bid is scheduled for the Council’s December 28th meeting.  Public Service Electric and Gas will be upgrading street lighting in town, resulting in a $7,000.00 savings per annum in electric bills.  The upgrade will be supported by a resolution of Council at the December 28th meeting.  

Mrs. Forbes congratulated Chris Bond and the Car Nutz Club.  She thanked everyone involved for a wonderful Santa Comes to Town and wished everyone happy holidays.

Mr. Hitchcock wished everyone happy holidays.

Mr. La Ronde stated that Santa Comes to Town was excellent and he wished everyone happy holidays.

Mr. Singleterry thanked Steve Novak for his valued years of service, and Chris Bond.  He then wished everyone happy holidays.

Mr. Stabile wished season’s greetings to all.

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 9:35 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 9:41 p.m. with all five council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.


Mr. Bernstein explained the separation agreement for retiring Police Sergeant Michael Fahs.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following the resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-14-09-02  WHEREAS, an agreement has been reached between the Borough of North Plainfield and Michael Fahs, a former Sergeant for the Borough of North Plainfield Police Department, which agreement is embodied in the Terminal Leave Agreement (the “Agreement”) attached hereto and made a part hereof; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into the Agreement in order to memorialize the terms of retired Sergeant Fahs’ separation of employment from the Borough.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the above-referenced Agreement on behalf of the Borough.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried all five voting aye.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


12/14/09


