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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ from  Monday, 8 February 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal commitment of the Governing Body to the official conduct of business and are subject to revision upon approval by the Governing Body.  If changes are necessary, revisions will be posted to the website and/or provided at the meeting, or changes will be announced during the Meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 8, 2010 at 8:57 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde





Frank Righetti 


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mrs. Forbes. 

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by Resolution of the Council adopted on December 28, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 25, 2010.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference (as amended) of January 25, 2010:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Righetti


Regular Meeting of January 25, 2010:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Righetti

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “l” be removed for a separate vote. 


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-08-10-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j and k

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01a   WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Rescue Squad, 334 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey has filed an application for a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways for the purpose of soliciting contributions on Somerset Street at Jackson Avenue on March 13, 14, 20 and 21, 2010 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield reviewed said application and determined that the granting of said application would be in order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways be granted to said North Plainfield Rescue Squad for charitable solicitation on Somerset Street at Jackson Avenue on March 13, 14, 20 and 21, 2010 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 7-19.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01b  WHEREAS, the following organizations have been issued identification numbers by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and have submitted applications to conduct raffles; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that these organizations meet the requirements for the issuance of raffles licenses;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue raffles licenses to the following:

West End School PTA

447 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield

On-premises 50-50 cash raffle - RL-1061

March 25, 2010, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

On-premises merchandise draw raffle – RL-1062

May 22, 2010, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

On-premises 50-50 cash raffle – RL-1063

May 22, 2010, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Saint Joseph Church

41 Manning Avenue, North Plainfield

Off-premises 50-50 raffle - RL- 1064

March 20, 2010, 7:00 p.m. – 12:00 midnight

North Plainfield Lions Club

246 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield

On-premises merchandise draw raffle – RL-1065

March 28, 2010, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

403 Somerset Street 

RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of a limousine/taxicab to the following for calendar year 2010 in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Marco P. Cobo-Ramos, t/a

North Plainfield Taxi

232 Somerset Street

North Plainfield, NJ 07060
RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of  licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2010, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Sonia Cobo

205 Somerset Street

North Plainfield, NJ 07060

Patricio Cordova

1525 South Second Street

Plainfield, NJ 07063

Wilfredo Ortega-Lazo

546 East Second Street

Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH BUSINESS & GOVERNMENT INSURANCE AGENCY FOR PROFESSIONAL RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTING SERVICES 


WHEREAS, the bylaws of the Garden State Municipal Joint Insurance Fund require professional risk management consulting services to be performed; and


WHEREAS, the Business & Government Insurance Agency has offered its professional risk management consulting services to the Borough of North Plainfield for the Fund Year January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010; and


WHEREAS, the Business & Government Insurance Agency has proposed compensation for its services in the amount of seven percent (7%) of the Borough’s annual assessment as promulgated by the Garden State Municipal JIF.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Business & Government Insurance Agency be and is hereby appointed to provide professional risk management consulting services as referenced herein and that the Fund Commissioner and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute all documents relevant to this service.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01f  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY REPAIRS FOR THE SEWER LINE COLLAPSE ON GROVE STREET


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, has experienced a sewer line collapse on Grove Street, and


WHEREAS, the present condition creates an immediate threat to the health, safety and welfare of the Borough’s residents, and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield intends to enter into an emergency contract with D&D Utility Contractors, Inc. to make the repairs to sewer line collapse in the estimated cost of $ 50,000, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield that the proposal submitted by D&D Utility Contractors, Inc. is hereby approved and the appropriate Borough Officials are hereby authorized to enter into an emergency repair contract to perform the required repairs. 

RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01g  RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD URGING THE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS ACT (OPRA) TO ADDRESS VARIOUS TECHNICAL AND PRACTICAL ISSUES

WHEREAS, Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco signed the Open Public Records Act (OPRA), N.J.S.A. 47A:1A-1 et seq., into law on January 8, 2002 to increase public access to state government records, stating that the bill is about access and what open government should be:  government of the people; and


WHEREAS, Governor DiFrancesco stated at the bill signing that the bill was not perfect, and acknowledged the hard work and negotiations between legislators and the many interested parties, including the New Jersey League of Municipalities, that went into the compromise; and


WHEREAS, elected and appointed municipal officials recognize the importance and virtue of access to public records for all citizens, as it encourages openness and transparency in government and increases confidence in the operation of government; and


WHEREAS, along with transparency of government comes the responsibility to safeguard citizens’ reasonable expectation of privacy; and


WHEREAS, the law granting access to public records also created a 13-member Privacy Study Commission whose mission was to study the privacy issues raised by the collection, processing, use, and dissemination of information by public agencies in light of the recognized need for openness in government, and to recommend specific measures, including legislation to deal with these issues and to safeguard the privacy rights of individuals; and


WHEREAS, in the course of its study, the Commission reviewed the current and proposed means used for the collection, processing, use and dissemination of information by state and local government agencies; and


WHEREAS, the Commission studied three specific areas:  the disclosure of home addresses and telephone numbers, commercial use of public information held by public agencies and the impact of technology on privacy concerns; and


WHEREAS, although municipal officials and municipal clerks have embraced OPRA and support the fundamental purpose of OPRA, compliance with OPRA is a problem for municipalities due to conflicting decisions, requestors testing both the records custodian and OPRA, and a loss of efficiency and out-of-pocket costs to municipalities; and


WHEREAS, municipal officials and municipal clerks believe that OPRA needs to be reformed to create standardization in providing records to the public while protecting citizens’ reasonable expectations of privacy and to prevent individuals, attorneys and businesses from profiting from the provisions of OPRA where they have no legitimate interest in the records they are requesting.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Governor and State Legislature are urged to review the provisions of OPRA and consult with municipal officials, municipal clerks, the Government Records Council, the New Jersey Press Association and the New Jersey League of Municipalities to reform OPRA as follows:


1.
Adoption of the following recommendations of the Privacy Study Commission:

a. Home telephone numbers, including cell phone numbers, should not be disclosed.

b. Individuals should be permitted to opt-out of disclosure of their home addresses.

c. E-mail addresses provided by individuals to government entities should be accorded the same protection as telephone numbers and remain confidential.

d. Access for the commercial use of information should be prohibited by legislation, regulations or by Executive Order.

e. To the extent any commercial user is allowed access, the commercial user should contribute to the cost of recovery or developing and maintaining such records.

2. Amending the current fee schedule to a uniform per page rate and clarifying the term “actual costs” for Special Service Charge to include the cost of labor.

3. When agencies adopt regulations exempting certain records from disclosure, those agencies need to recognize the impact of technology on the ability to search records, and thus make the regulations comprehensive enough to ensure that the adopted regulation cannot be circumvented by technology.

4. The Governor should immediately fill the two vacant public seats on the Government Records Council in order to protect the interest of all parties involved in the proper implementation of the OPRA statute.

5. Clear authorization for the Records Custodian to bill for the time spent organizing data, researching documents or translating documents to a different medium.  An example is scanning documents to provide electronic copies.  Records Custodians should not be required to create a document that is not maintained in the ordinary course by the municipality.

6. The municipality should be entitled to receive a seven (7) business day extension for any large or complicated requests.  Currently, the requestor must agree.  This particularly affects small municipalities with a small or part-time staff.

7. The requestor should be required to pick up the records within a week so that the Records Custodian does not have to keep them indefinitely.  If the records are not picked up within one week, the request should be considered fulfilled.

8. Direct the Government Records Council or Office of Administrative Law to limit any award of attorney’s fees to situations where there was a willful violation of OPRA that resulted in the requestor failing to receive a legitimately requested document.

9. Create regulations to prevent a requestor from repeatedly using OPRA to request the same documents as this creates an unnecessary and unreasonable burden on the taxpayers of the community who must underwrite the costs of these repeated responses.

10. Documents which are already available to the public on a municipality’s website should be excluded from OPRA.

11. The Government Records Council should require mandatory mediation for all complaints.  Currently, mediation takes place only where both parties agree.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs, the Government Records Council, the members of the New Jersey Legislature representing Somerset County, the Governor of the State of New Jersey, Somerset County Municipal Clerks and the Municipal Clerks’ Association of New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01h  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2010 TEMPORARY BUDGET

WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2010;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2010 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2010:

Salaries 
         Other

  A/C # 
CURRENT FUND



& Wages        
       Expenses

20-100

Department of Administration

$46,750.00
       $4,712.50


20-110

Borough Council



         00.00
         1,725.00

20-120

Borough Clerk




  32,500.00
         5,971.75

20-130

Department of Finance


  62,000.00
         3,762.50

20-135

Annual Audit






         9,000.00

20-145

Tax Collection      
            



         2,625.00


20-150

Division of Assessments

              20,250.00
         3,700.00

20-155

Department of Law



    

       58,750.00

20-165

Engineering






       10,000.00

20-175

Historical Commission


       900.00               1,500.00

21-180

Planning Board



       300.00
         1,625.00

21-185

Board of Adjustment



       300.00
         1,875.00


22-195

Uniform Construction Code

              33,500.00                  500.00

23-210

Liability Insurance

   



     337,500.00

23-220

Group Insurance


  
         

  1,276,000.00

23-225

Unemployment Compensation

  
                   36,250.00

25-240

Police




         1,527,500.00
       17,456.25


25-241

Crossing Guards


              40,000.00

    0.00

25-252

Emergency Management


    4,000.00
                0.00

25-260

Rescue Squad Contribution




         5,000.00

25-265

Fire Protection




630,143.00
       10,762.50

25-266 
Fire Hydrant



  


       47,900.00


25-267

Uniform Fire Code



    3,000.00
         1,862.50

25-268

LOSAP




    

         5,500.00


25-269

Emergency Medical Services



    
         2,125.00


25-275

Borough Prosecutor



    3,750.00

    0.00

26-290

Streets & Roads


            215,500.00
       78,250.00

26-310

Building & Grounds





       14,175.00


26-315

Vehicle Maintenance





       37,750.00

27-330

Health





  42,250.00
       27,750.00


27-340

Dog Regulation





       10,000.00

28-370

Recreation


    

  19,187.50 
         4,250.00

28-375

Maintenance of Parks





         1,625.00


28-380

Shade Tree Advisory Board




         5,250.00

30-415

Retirement Benefits



       

       35,000.00


30-420

Celebration of Public Events




         1,825.00

31-201

Contingent






         1,500.00

31-430

Electricity






       87,500.00

31-440

Telephone






       16,250.00

31-445

Water







         3,750.00

31-446

Natural Gas






       13,000.00

31-460

Gasoline






       40,750.00

31-461

Technology






         2,500.00

31-462 
Postage





                     7,750.00

31-471

Employees Retirement System



       46,750.00

36-472

Social Security





       82,000.00

36-474

Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement



                0.00


36-475

Police/Fireman Retirement




     192,669.00

42-300

COAH Housing





         1,250.00

42-305

Somerset County Recycling




       47,500.00

42-405

Parking Authority



  16,000.00

    0.00

42-520

NJDEP Permit Fee





         1,875.00

43-490

Municipal Court



  68,250.00
         3,607.50

43-495

Public Defender


         


         1,500.00
62-405
 
Capital Equipment  


                              
       41,250.00
Totals



      
       $2,766,080.50      $2,655,379.50






  
Salaries
        Other

  A/C # 
SEWER UTILITY FUND

            & Wages   
        Expenses


55-501

Sewer Operating


          $  46,750.00
   $  11,625.00

55-502

Plainfield Area Regional Sewer



     382,500.00

55-541

Social Security


        

      
         3,500.00

55-542

Unemployment Comp Insurance                                                        250.00



    Totals Sewer Utility

          $  46,750.00         $397,875.00

RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:
Block 203.06 Lot 28


$   1,418.72

Duyen Pham

3rd Quarter 2009





6 Glen Court









North Plainfield, NJ  07062

Block 200 Lot 9.08 – condo

$   1,050.78

Michael Favor, III

3rd Quarter 2009





952 Route 9









Bayville, NJ  08721

Block 4.04 Lot 19


$   3,808.43

Betty Ann Calvi

1st 3rd and 4th Quarter 2009




475 Mountain Avenue









North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01j  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount 

Lienholder 
Block 146 Lot 9


$   4,076.43

Sequoia Investments

Certificate #09-00323





PO Box 5600


Premium



        100.00

Woodbridge, NJ  07095

Block 21.02 Lot 8


$ 12,764.68

R. Rothman

Certificate #09-00224





411 Grand Avenue

Premium



$   9,600.00

Engelwood, NJ  07631

Block 15.03 Lot 20


$ 34,270.15

Crusader Lien Services Certificate #07-00025





179 Washington Lane

Premium



     6,000.00

Jenkintown, PA  19046

Block 61 Lot 10


$      248.02

George Shrier 

Certificate #09-00251





201 South 2nd St PO Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904

Block 52 Lot 23


$      268.27

George Shrier

Certificate #08-00059

Block 52 Lot 23


$      586.81

George Shrier

Certificate #09-00246

Block 101 Lot 30


$      531.73

George Shrier

Certificate #08-00105 

Block 101 Lot 45


$      257.02

Ahmed Saghir

Certificate #09-00290





20 Richard Road









Monmouth Junction, NJ  08852

Block 183 Lot 8


$      104.55

Kavita or Ghansham Chainani

Certificate #09-00353





3 Mershon Lane









Plainsboro, NJ  08536

Block 16 Lot 21


$      231.43

Certificate #09-00217

Block 140 Lot 10.15


$      104.55

Kavita or Ghansham Chainani

Certificate #09-00313

Block 176 Lot 3


$      224.44

US Bank/Pro Cap

Certificate #09-00344





50 So. 16th St, Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 157 Lot 5


$      144.55

US Bank/Pro Cap

Certificate #09-00332

Block 140 Lot 10.08- condo

$      377.18

Changsheng Lu

Certificate #09-00311







Premium



        100.00

Block 37 Lot 17


$      519.58

Changsheng Lu

Certificate #09-00233





6 Johnson Avenue

Premium 



        100.00

Cranford, NJ  07016

Block 203.04 Lot 19


$      403.88

Changsheng Lu

Certificate #09-00375

Premium



        100.00

Block 4.02 Lot 20


$      463.71

Changsheng Lu

Certificate #09-00199







Premium



        100.00

Block 16 Lot 21


$   1,474.04

Isaac Moradi

Certificate #08-00026





520 Elm Street









Kearny, NJ  07032

Block 103 Lot 31


$      932.60

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital

Certificate #09-00297





50 So. 16th St, Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513

Block 16 Lot 25


$      869.64

J N Properties

Certificate #08-00027





175 Market Street #301









Paterson, NJ  07505

Block 16 Lot 25


$      770.70

J N Properties

Certificate #09-00218


RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:

Litigation


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken at end of executive session.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-08-10-01l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 8th day of February, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 5-0-1.


REPORTS:


Police Department – 2009 November Monthly


Plainfield Area Humane Society – Annual Report for 2009

COMMUNICATIONS:

	New Jersey Conservation Foundation

Far Hills, NJ
	Re:  2010 New Jersey Land Conservation Rally

	NJ Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Community Forestry Status Report for 2009

	
	Re:  NJDEP Child Care Facility Approval Letter  for Klubhouse Kids, 447 Greenbrook Road

	Somerset County Department of Public Works

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  North Plainfield Borough Resolution 01-11-10-02j Designating Bus Stops

	Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc.

Elmwood Park, NJ
	Re:  Application for Freshwater Wetland General Permit No. 17 and Individual Flood Hazard Area Permit/Hardship Exception Green Brook Multi-Use Trail 

	PSE&G Gas Asset Management

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Road Repairs Scheduled for 2010

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  1st Quarter 2010 Billing

	
	Re:  Agenda for February 4, 2010 Meeting and Minutes of January 7, 2010 Meeting

	Verizon

Woodlawn, MD
	Re:  Custom Payphone Service 

	
	Re:  Verizon Franchise Fee

	Community Child Care Solutions

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Services Offered to Residents of Somerset County

	Robin Stabile

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter of Resignation from Rent Stabilization Board

	Municipal Clerks’ Association of New Jersey
	Re:  Municipal Clerks’ Association Membership

	NJ Government Records Council

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Frank D’Amore v. Borough of North Plainfield, GRC Complaint No. 2009-248

	Joan Long

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Minutes of Senior Citizen/Community Center Committee Meeting, 25 January 2010

	Margaret J. Gould

Borough Clerk of Peapack and Gladstone
	Re:  Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Peapack and Gladstone Urging the Legislature to Amend the Open Public Records Act to Address Various Technical and Practical Issues

	Catherine DeAppolonio

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter of Resignation from Board of Adjustment 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:


Mr. La Ronde requested a discussion with Comcast.  Mr. Bernstein interjected that he and Mr. Hollod are meeting with Mr. Charles Smith to discuss the Borough’s renewal with Comcast.


Mrs. Forbes reported that she was uncomfortable with the intent of a bill requiring a binding referendum that  would call for the removal of certain functions from municipalities and place them at the county level.  It would impact such titles as tax collectors and tax assessors.  Mr. Bernstein replied that he had heard that the proposed legislation was in accordance with municipalities as wards of the state.  There is now a pilot program to this degree in Gloucester County.


Mr. Stabile said that he would rely on Ms. Wiebalk to devise the language for a revised Garage Sale ordinance.


Mr. Hitchcock stated he will present the report from the Friends of Vermeule Mansion on the management of the Mansion.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, congratulated the Boy Scouts and their leaders.  He then stated that he had learned that several employees were terminated due to budgetary cuts.  He suggested the elimination of take-home Borough owned vehicles as a more efficient way to cut costs. 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano congratulated the Boy Scouts of America and their leaders.

Mrs. Forbes, a former Girl Scout, offered her congratulations to the Boy Scouts of America and stated how nice it was to see the group from Richard Way.

Mr. Hitchcock congratulated the Scouts; he also advised that an Eagle Scout had done major restoration at the Mansion.

Mr. La Ronde stated that as a former Scout, it was good to see how they’re doing.

Mr. Righetti congratulated the Scouts and wished them another 100 years.

Mr. Singleterry echoed the same sentiments.

Mr. Stabile affirmed that the Scouts did a terrific job on their ceremony.  

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 9:12 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on voice vote carried unanimously.

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 9:42 p.m. with all six council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.

Mr. Bernstein explained that discussions during the Executive Session surrounded on-going employment issues that will lead to negotiations with employees and unions as well as the status of the completion of renovations at Borough Hall. 

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


02/08/10


