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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are  the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 22 February 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 22, 2010 at 8:50 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes




Robert Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde




Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti 


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. La Ronde. 
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by Resolution of the Council adopted on December 28, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of February 8, 2010.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference of February 8, 2010:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Regular Meeting of February 8, 2010:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Merrill 

Executive Session of February 8, 2010

Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Merrill 

Mayor Giordano announced the following appointment:


APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE:

Two-year term:


Rev. Shannan R. Vance-Ocampo

Religious Community

Mr. Merrill presented the following resolution (as amended) and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-03 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing March 8, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 10-03  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 4-11, ENTITLED “GARAGE SALES”
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Singleterry requested that item “g” be removed for a separate vote.
Mr. Hitchcock requested that item “l” be removed for a separate vote. 
Mr. Merrill questioned a $20.57 charge for the Police Department on the Consolidated Bill List; Mr. Hollod advised that charge is for the McDonald’s prisoner meals.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-22-10-04a, b, c, d, e, h, i, j and k
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04a   WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has launched its pioneering Public Archives and Records Infrastructure Support (PARIS) grant program to meet the strategic records management, preservation, and storage needs of county and municipal governments; and
WHEREAS, a top priority of the PARIS grants program is to achieve efficiencies of cost and operation through shared services and to create a service structure for municipalities that do not have the resources to create one for themselves; and

WHEREAS, in the 2010-2011 grant cycle, priority funding will be given to county projects that serve the records management needs of the municipalities in their county; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield desires to collaborate with the County of Somerset in the performance of County-run Records Management Projects including but not limited to EDMS Expansion, and Backfile Conversion; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield is acknowledging that their eligible funding of $40,000.00 will be leveraged with Somerset County; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield is acknowledging that the County of Somerset would be the applicant, lead agency and project manager for such a proposal; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that this Council does support and commit to cooperation and participation in the PARIS grant for the purposes set forth above, and to execute and deliver all documents required incident thereto.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04b  RESOLUTION OPPOSING LEGISLATION AMENDING THE TIME OF DECISION RULE
WHEREAS, S-82 and A-437 are intended to modify the “time of decision” rule, which currently allows municipalities to change the zoning regulations during the pendency of an application for development; and

WHEREAS, the bills would deem as complete the ordinances in effect at the time of an application and shall govern the review of that application, and any decision made following upon that review;

WHEREAS, “the time of decision rule” is a judicially recognized principal that decisions are to be made on the basis of laws, ordinances and regulations in effect at the time the decision is rendered, not upon application; and

WHEREAS, courts have applied the “time of decision rule” to correct errors in zoning ordinances, thus giving local legislators the opportunity to correct legislative policy that had been found to be imperfectly expressed; and

WHEREAS, the “time of decision rule” has permitted a municipality to give additional legislative consideration to serious and substantial land use planning concerns that, for whatever reason, had not been previously addressed in the ordinance; and

WHEREAS, application and zoning changes require public discussion and hearings, and S-82/A-437 would permit developers to “beat the clock” by filing applications and freezing the ability of local officials to act;    

                

        
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield  in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby urges our State Legislators to oppose A-4 and S-82, and any legislation which would eliminate the “time of decision” rule at the local level; and

        
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to State Senator Scutari, Assembly Representatives Green and Stender, the New Jersey State League of Municipalities and the Office of the Governor.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of a limousine/taxicab to the following for calendar year 2010 in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:



Cesar V. Soria



Scot Prokocimer



140 Somerset Street


53 Jennings Lane



North Plainfield, NJ  07060

North Plainfield, NJ  07060




RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of  licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2010, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:



Hector Fonseca


Manuel J. Rico


450 West End Ave., Apt 41

114 Carlisle Terrace



North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Plainfield, NJ  07062



Jose F. Ramos



Sergio B. Portero



213 Johnston Avenue


384 Somerset Street, Apt. 6



Plainfield, NJ  07062


North Plainfield, NJ  07060






Marco A. Vasconez






144 Somerset Street, Apt. 2-B






North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, REV. SHANNAN R. VANCE-OCAMPO be and hereby is appointed as Religious Community member to the Municipal Alliance Committee for the legal term expiring on January 1, 2012, and until her successor shall have been appointed and qualified.  

RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04h  WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of North Plainfield has been notified by the Assessor of a 100% disabled veteran having lived at the below listed residence, and;


WHEREAS, the Assessor has certified this exemption effective October 22, 2008, and;


WHEREAS, the homeowner has requested the taxes that were paid by her from that time to present be refunded; 


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Refund Real Estate Taxes:

Dorothy Gilpatrick


$ 13,655.79


7-11 Magnolia Avenue


North Plainfield, NJ  07063

RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04i  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificate


Amount 

Lienholder 
Block 180 Lot 13


$      399.57

Herbert Sehgel
Certificate #07-00114





PO Box 284





        



Kingston, NJ  08528
Block 180 Lot 13


$      339.64

Herbert Sehgel
Certificate #08-00170






Block 180 Lot 13


$      236.11

Herbert Sehgel              Certificate #09-00349






Block 88 Lot 5.02


$      569.21

Changsheng Lu 

Certificate #09-00273





6 Johnson Avenue
Premium



$      100.00

Cranford, NJ  07016
Block 103 Lot 14


$      343.85

Amhed Saghir
Certificate #09-00295





20 Richard Road








Monmouth Junction, NJ  08852

Block 200 Lot 11.01 condo

$      145.99

Kavita
Certificate #09-00368





3 Mershon Lane








Plainsboro, NJ  08536

Block 184 Lot 9


$      198.26

US Bank Cust/Pro Cap Fund
Certificate #09-00355





50 So. 16th St, Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513 


RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04j  WHEREAS, a tax sale was held October 1, 2009 in accordance with State Statutes, and;

WHEREAS, a lien was sold for 2008 delinquent sewer charges on Block 164 Lot 7 otherwise known as 380 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, NJ  07060 and assessed in the name of Walter A. Podpora to JN Properties in the amount of $171.82, and;


WHEREAS, said owner of the property has since provided proof that there is no sewer service at this location and he utilizes a septic system.


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to make the following refund to the lien holder with legal interest of 4% as a refund for Tax Sale Certificate #09-00337 which was sold in error.

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
#09-00337



$  214.59

JN Properties

Block 164  Lot 7





175 Market Street #301









Paterson, NJ  07505


RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it hereby approves the annexed Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough will take to correct the findings of the 2008 annual audit; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a certified copy of this Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan to the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan are on file and available for inspection by the public in the office of the Borough Clerk.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04g  OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL S-458


WHEREAS, Senate Bill 458 calls for a referendum to consolidate the municipal tax assessor, municipal tax collector, municipal health services and municipal animal control services at the county; and


WHEREAS, Senate Bill 458 does not give the municipality any option if the county voters cast a majority to consolidate; and


WHEREAS, consolidation would cause unnecessary hardship on citizens who rely on the municipal tax office for information and assistance, particularly the community’s senior citizens who depend on tax offices for assistance in completing tax freeze and rebate forms.  Without proper study there is no proof that consolidation will save any public money; and


WHEREAS, Senate Bill 458 calls for a master plan for the consolidation of the tax assessment and tax collection functions after enactment of the proposal without giving the public the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed master plan; and


WHEREAS, current state statutes place responsibility for tax assessment and tax collection under municipal jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, it is the municipality’s responsibility to collect all property taxes due and distribute same to the other taxing authorities, as well as enforcing laws on delinquents; and


WHEREAS, current statute provides for the reserve for uncollected taxes to be included in the municipal budget;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby oppose the passage and enactment of Senate Bill 458; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be sent to Senate President Stephen Sweeney, Senator Jeffrey Van Drew, Chairman of the Community & Urban Affairs Committee and Senator Nicholas P. Scutari representing this district as a sign of our opposition to this proposal.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill


Nays:  Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  Stabile


Resolution carried 4-2-1.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-22-10-04l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 22nd day of February, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Hitchcock

Resolution carried 6-0-1.


REPORTS:


Fire Department – 2009 December Monthly


Friends of Vermeule Mansion – Management Report for the Year 2009
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for January 2010

	NJLM Education Foundation, Inc.

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Registration Information for “Social Media for Public Officials” on March 30, 2010

	Somerset Medical Center

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Invitation to Attend Healthier Somerset 2010 and Beyond on March 11, 2010

	Bob Hitchcock

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Utility Costs at the Vermeule Mansion

	Comcast
	Re:  Franchise Fee Increase

	
	Re:  Xfinity

	The Church of the Holy Cross

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter Offering a Portion of the Church to be Used as a Polling Place



	David Hollod

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter to Mr. Robert Bzik, the Director of the Somerset County Planning Board Regarding COAH Rules

	Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

New Brunswick, NJ
	Re:  New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station Registration Information for Spring 2010 Courses 

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Recommendation of Progress Payments #5 to Envirocon, Inc. for the North Plainfield Library HVAC and Roof Improvements 

	Linda Monetti

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Resolution R12: 2/11/10

	Debra A. Secola, Tax Administrator 

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Preliminary Equalization Table for County of Somerset for the Year 2010



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Henry Stoner, 343 West End Avenue, commented on the dumpster ordinance, advising that dumpsters containing hazardous wastes should be labeled appropriately.  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented that he read Bill 458 which would place some of the municipality’s functions at the county level.  He questioned why the Council members opposed Bill 458 being decided by the voters.  Further, he questioned if anyone had contacted the county about their ability to handle these functions required of them if Bill 458 were to pass.  Mayor Giordano advised Mr. D’Amore to speak with the Freeholder Director who favors the consolidation of several of the municipality’s functions to the county level.  
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that there will be a dinner honoring the Board of Education’s Linda Bond-Nelson and others for their selections to the Somerset County Commission on Status of Women.  He then stated that at the last meeting there were several property maintenance complaints made; upon review of the Quarterly Report from the Zoning Officer, it was determined that numerous summonses were issued to those addresses in question and several other complaints had been abated. 
Mr. Hollod advised that the Bus Stop Resolution will be presented to the Council again after the Police Department has completed the research on the two stops in question.  He then announced the need for a Special Meeting of the Council for next Monday, March 1st as the CD Block Grant applications are due next Wednesday.  Upon review of the latest project application with the sewer engineer, it was determined that the Borough must solicit Public Comment, and it was too late to add it to this meeting’s agenda.  The application is for a project on Leland Avenue which has an estimated cost of $156,500; the Borough is hoping to receive approximately $100,000 from Somerset County in the CD Block Grant cycle.
Mayor Giordano then reported that he and Mr. Hollod will attend a legislative day in Trenton on Wednesday regarding the budget.

Mrs. Forbes congratulated Rev. Shannan R. Vance-Ocampo on her appointment.  Further, she expressed her appreciation to the 9-11 Committee.  
Mr. Hitchcock announced that the Friends of Vermeule Mansion will now pay for the  utilities expenses at the mansion.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


02/22/10


