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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are  the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 8 March  2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 8, 2010 at 7:53 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes




Robert Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde 





Frank Righetti 


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:


Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused)
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. La Ronde. 
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by Resolution of the Council adopted on December 28, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 22, 2010 and the Special Meeting of March 1, 2010.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 22, 2010:


All in favor.

Special Meeting of March 1, 2010

Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry
Abstain:  Stabile   

Mayor Giordano announced the following appointment:


APPOINTMENT BY MAYOR NOT REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION:



David Danois




Four-Year Term

HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 10-03  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 4-11, ENTITLED “GARAGE SALES”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Barbara Habeeb, 73 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that an 8:00 a.m. start time for garage sales may lead to early preparation and noise; she requested the start time remain at 9:00 a.m.  She also requested the fee remain at $5.00.


Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that an 8:00 a.m. start time may lead to early birds making noise which is bothersome, as some people like to sleep in.  He declined to comment aloud about the fee increase.

John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, emphasized the need for the enforcement of illegally posted signs on trees and utility poles. 


Barbara Habeeb, 73 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that many people conduct garage sales without permits now and a fee increase will only aggravate this issue.


Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that this new ordinance will punish the people that do obtain garage sale permits.  She questioned if the ordinance is being enforced.  She suggested a hefty fine to those who do not obtain permits, as this should be a cash cow if people are abusing the situation.  She then questioned how much the ordinance is currently enforced.

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that he used OPRA to review the summonses issued for violating the garage sale ordinance and there has only been one summons issued since 2007.


Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-08-10-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-03 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.  

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-08-10-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-01 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing March 22, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption. 


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 10-01  AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE RETROFITTING OF EXISTING STORM DRAIN INLETS WHICH ARE IN DIRECT CONTACT WITH REPAVING, REPAIRING, RECONSTRUCTION OR RESURFACING OR ALTERATIONS OF FACILITIES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, TO PREVENT THE DISCHARGE OF SOLIDS AND FLOATABLES (SUCH AS PLASTIC BOTTLES, CANS, FOOD WRAPPERS AND OTHER LITTER) TO THE MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM(S) OPERATED BY THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD SO AS TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, AND TO PRESCRIBE PENALTIES FOR THE FAILURE TO COMPLY, THEREBY, AMENDING, REVISING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 22 OF THE BOROUGH CODE, ENTITLED “WATER RUN-OFF CONTROL”

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-08-10-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-02 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing March 22, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:


ORDINANCE NO. 10-02  AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING DUMPSTERS AND OTHER REFUSE CONTAINERS THAT ARE OUTDOORS OR EXPOSED TO STORMWATER TO BE COVERED AT ALL TIMES AND PROHIBITS THE SPILLING, DUMPING, LEAKING OR OTHERWISE DISCHARGE OF LIQUIDS, SEMI-LIQUIDS OR SOLIDS FROM THE CONTAINERS TO THE MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM(S) OPERATED BY THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AND/OR THE WATERS OF THE STATE SO AS TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE AND TO PRESCRIBE PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY; THEREBY AMENDING, REVISING AND SUPPLEMENTING SECTION 14-13 OF THE BOROUGH CODE, ENTITLED “IMPROPER DISPOSAL OF WASTE”
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-08-10-04 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-08-10-04a, b and c
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-08-10-04a   WHEREAS, St. Luke’s Church, 300 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an on-premises merchandise draw raffle on April 24, 2010; and
WHEREAS, St. Luke’s Church has been issued Identification No. 352-1-14479 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to St. Luke’s Church for an on-premise merchandise draw raffle (“Tricky Tray”) to be held on April 24, 2010 at 300 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-08-10-04b  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificate


Amount 

Lienholder 
Block 203.03 Lot 7


$ 13,596.88

Edison Tax Services, LLC
Certificate #09-00372





1290 Wall Street, W Ste 301

Premium



$      500.00

Lyndhurst, NJ  07071
Block 6.01 Lot 24.04 - condo

$   5,004.00

Edison Tax Services
Certificate #09-00207

Premium



$      300.00






Block 47 Lot 7


$ 22,478.57

Crusader Lien Services               Certificate #07-00043





179 Washington Lane

Premium



$   1,000.00

Jenkintown, PA  19046






Block 69.01 Lot 6


$   9,280.56

Elliot Loeb 

Certificate #09-00254





1 Lakeview Road
Premium



$      100.00

Saratoga Springs, NY  12866
Block 194 Lot 11.01


$ 12,677.22

James Older
Certificate #08-00173





87 E Mountain Road








Hillsborough, NJ  08844
Block 3.09 Lot 7


$ 33,148.95

US Bank/Sass Muni V dtr
Certificate #08-00009





250 S 16th Street








Philadelphia, PA  19102
Block 49 Lot 21


$ 15,785.63

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital
Certificate #08-00056





50 So. 16th St, Suite 1950

Premium



$   1,900.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102 


RESOLUTION NO. 03-08-10-04c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 8th day of March, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

REPORTS:


Police Department – 2009 Annual 
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Preconstruction Meeting NJDOT Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvements 

	
	Re:  Proposal for Professional Services 2010 NJDOT Roadway Improvements – Malcolm Avenue and Manning Avenue

	
	Re:  Oneida Avenue Road Improvements NJDOT Municipal Aid FY2008 

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Channel Changes



	
	Re:  Price Adjustments



	Dennis Scalera

South Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Preserving Our Veterans Foot Markers

	Jon Bramnick, New Jersey General Assembly

Westfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter Acknowledging the Borough’s Resolution Advocating Reforms to the Open Public Records Act



	North Plainfield Rescue Squad
	Re:  Profit & Loss Standard for January 2010



	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 22-122.10a(3) Historic Preservation Ordinance 



	Frederick Coles, III

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Maria Broadnax v. Borough of North Plainfield, et al.



	Homesharing, Inc.

Bridgewater, NJ
	Re:  Winter/Spring 2010 Newsletter

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  March 4, 2010 Meeting Agenda and February 7, 2010 Meeting Minutes  

	State of New Jersey Government Records Council

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Frank D’Amore v. Borough of North Plainfield, GRC Complaint No. 2010-08

	NJ Public Employment Relations Commission

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Labor Law Conference 2010

	NJ Transit

Newark, NJ
	Re:  FY09/FY10 Section 5310 Grant Application 



	Telsys Install, Inc. 

Bayville, NJ
	Re:  Change Order NP021810

	Somerset County Clerk’s Office

Somerville, NJ

Stein McGuire Pantages Gigl LLP

Livingston, NJ
	Re:  Homelessness Trust Fund Act Effective June 1, 2010

Re:  Tax Appeals:  Maillaros’ Realty Co., LLC

960 Rte. 22 East:  Block 157, Lot 14; Block 157,

Lot 15; 367-71 Somerset Street, Block 99, Lot 30

	NJ Transit.com

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Public Hearing Notice-various proposed

changes



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde questioned if anything new has been learned from Comcast.  Mr. Bernstein replied that he and Mr. Hollod met with them last Thursday and an ordinance may be ready for next meeting or the first meeting in April.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned why the garage sale ordinance is changing the start time to 8:00 a.m.   Council President Stabile answered that it ties into the Borough noise ordinance which will keep certain activities in sync.  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, stated the need for a uniform procedure to halt illegal construction on the weekends.  He then questioned who will enforce the ordinance about the enclosure of waste containers for multi-family dwellings.  
John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, wished to commend the North Plainfield High School wrestling team.

Barbara Habeeb, 73 Mountain Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired as to where job openings are posted.  Mayor Giordano stated that they are posted in Borough Hall.  Ms. Habeeb then questioned why the job openings are not posted in the paper. 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that he attended the 25th Anniversary of the Fleetwood Camera Museum; it was well attended and very nice.
Mrs. Forbes stated that the entertainers at the Fleetwood Camera Museum were a talented family from North Plainfield. 
Mr. Hitchcock stated that David Danois will bring a lot to the Historic Preservation Commission.
Mr. Singleterry wished everyone a happy St. Patrick’s Day.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


03/08/10


