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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are  the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 24 April, 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 26, 2010 at 9:22 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes




Robert Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde




Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti 


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Merrill.
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by Resolution of the Council adopted on December 28, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of April 12, 2010.
Mr. Bernstein requested that the Executive Session minutes of April 12, 2010 be carried to the next meeting.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 12, 2010:

All in favor.

HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 10-04  CALENDAR YEAR 2010 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Henry Stoner, 343 West End Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned how an increase in the budget of approximately $170,000 will help to promote the health, safety and welfare of the residents.  Council President Stabile interjected that these funds may be used for Police, Fire, the library or street repairs.  Mr. Hitchcock added that the cap bank is established periodically as a cushion in the event those funds should be needed.     


Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-04 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Stabile


Abstain:  Singleterry


Resolution carried 6-0-1.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 10-05  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER III, ENTITLED “POLICE REGULATIONS”, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 3-15, ENTITLED, “CLOTHING DONATION BINS” 


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Stabile


Abstain:  Singleterry 


Motion carried 6-0-1.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-05 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-26-10-03a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k and l
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING TWO (2) CHANGE ORDERS FOR THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY LUCAS CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC. REGARDING THE ONEIDA AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Lucas Construction Group, Inc. for services regarding the Oneida Avenue Road Improvements project for the Borough; and,

WHEREAS, there is a proposed change order requesting an additional One Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($1,200.00) for an adjustment to the pipe material from R.C.P. pipe to D.I.P. pipe; and,

WHEREAS, there is a second (2nd) proposed change order requesting an additional Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) in order to reconstruct the existing drainage inlets with additional reinforcement of the top slab because the existing inlets were not constructed with adequate support for vehicular traffic. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset , State of New Jersey that the Borough Council does hereby authorize two (2) changes in the order for the Oneida Avenue Road Improvements project in the amounts of One Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($1,200.00) and Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00), as detailed above, so that Lucas Construction Group, Inc. can complete the project as changed, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to execute the change orders. 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION TO BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP RELATING TO THE ROCKVIEW AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Birdsall Services Group for professional services relative to the Rockview Avenue Road Improvements project in the Borough; and,


WHEREAS, during the course of performing the above-referenced professional services, a representative from Birdsall Services Group was required to attend two (2) meetings of the North Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission and was subsequently required to make an application to the State Historic Preservation Office; and,


WHEREAS, application to the State Historic Preservation Office and attendance at the Historic Preservation Commission meetings were not included in the original scope of work and therefore, an additional One Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($1,375.00) is requested by Birdsall Services Group as compensation for the above-referenced additional services, pursuant to a Work Authorization Form dated April 13, 2010; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that such additional work was justified and necessary in order to complete the project.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Birdsall Services Group is hereby granted an additional One Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($1,375.00) above the original contract amount for the Rockview Avenue Road Improvements project as a result of being required to attend two (2) meetings of the North Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission and submit an application to the State Historic Preservation Office, as set forth on the Work Authorization Form dated April 13, 2010, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate this Resolution. 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP FOR 2010 MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING SERVICES


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional and/or firm to perform engineering services for the Borough for calendar year 2010; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Birdsall Services Group to perform such engineering services for the Borough for calendar year 2010 for the sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,550.00) per month, plus additional amounts for non-retainer services; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Birdsall Services Group to perform various engineering work for the Borough and believes that Birdsall Services Group is eminently qualified to perform such municipal engineering services.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Birdsall Services Group to perform municipal engineering services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2010 calendar year for the sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,550.00) per month, plus additional amounts for non-retainer services is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute an Agreement with Birdsall Services Group on behalf of the Borough.



RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03d  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH’S 2010 STORMWATER REGULATION PROGRAM

WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield for professional engineering services to assist the Borough with its New Jersey Pollution Discharge Elimination System Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program Tier A Stormwater General Permit requirements for 2010 (the “2010 Stormwater Permit”); and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group proposes to perform the Borough’s Annual Reporting and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan updates, as well as provide employee training, both of which are required for the 2010 Stormwater Permit, as set forth in Birdsall’s March 29, 2010 proposal letter; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group proposes to perform the above-referenced professional engineering services for the amount of Five Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($5,200.00).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Birdsall Services Group to perform professional engineering services to assist the Borough with its 2010 Stormwater Permit for the amount of Five Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($5,200.00) is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.  

RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE MALCOLM AVENUE AND MANNING AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield for professional engineering services relative to the Malcolm Avenue and Manning Avenue Roadway Improvements Project (the “Project”) in the Borough; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group proposes to provide engineering services for the design of the pavement, curb, sidewalk and drainage improvement relative to the Project, as well as services relative to construction observation and administration, as set forth in Birdsall’s March 2, 2010 proposal letter; and,

WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group proposes to perform the above-referenced professional engineering services for a fixed fee of Eighty-Six Thousand One Hundred Seventy Dollars ($86,170.00).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Birdsall Services Group to perform professional engineering services relative to the Malcolm Avenue and Manning Avenue Roadway Improvements Project in the Borough for the fixed amount of Eighty-Six Thousand One Hundred Seventy Dollars ($86,170.00) is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.  


RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF HATCH MOTT MACDONALD FOR GENERAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 2010


WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield to provide general engineering services for sanitary sewer related issues in the Borough for calendar year 2010; and,


WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald proposes to provide such general engineering services for calendar year 2010 for an amount not to exceed Forty-Eight Thousand Dollars ($48,000.00), as set forth in its proposal letter of January 27, 2010; and,


WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald also proposes to provide the services of Mr. Scherzer, a C-4 Licensed Operator, for a period of four (4) hours per month for consultation on the Borough’s operational and regulatory needs for a fee of Seven Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars ($725.00) per month; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Hatch Mott MacDonald to perform general engineering services for sanitary sewer related issues in the Borough for calendar year 2010.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Hatch Mott MacDonald to perform general engineering services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2010 calendar year for an amount not to exceed Forty-Eight Thousand Dollars ($48,000.00) and to provide the services of Mr. Scherzer for a period of four (4) hours per month for a fee of Seven Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars ($725.00) per month is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute an Agreement with Hatch Mott MacDonald on behalf of the Borough.  

RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03g  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF HATCH MOTT MACDONALD FOR SERVICES RELATIVE TO THE CLEANING AND INTERNAL INSPECTION OF VARIOUS SANITARY SEWERS

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield to provide services relative to the design, inspection and assistance during public bidding for a project to clean and internally inspect various sanitary sewers throughout the Borough; and,


WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald proposes to provide such services for a lump sum of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($12,500.00), as set forth in its proposal letter of February 8, 2010.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Hatch Mott MacDonald to provide services relative to the cleaning and internal inspection of various sanitary sewers throughout the Borough for the lump sum of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($12,500.00) is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are herby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.  


RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03h  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF LEFSKY PLANNING CONSULTANTS FOR PLAN ENDORSEMENT SERVICES 


WHEREAS, Lefsky Planning Consultants has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield for professional services relative to the Plan Endorsement Process through the Office of Smart Growth (the “Project”); and,


WHEREAS, Lefsky Planning Consultants proposes that oversight of the Project will include the gathering of required information, attendance at all meetings, drafting minutes and resolutions and other services necessary to complete the Plan Endorsement Process, as set forth in Lefsky Planning Consultant’s December 4, 2009 proposal letter; and,


WHEREAS, the Project will utilize reprogrammed grant dollars granted through the Somerset County Municipal Planning Partnership Grants in an amount not to exceed Fourteen Thousand Fifty Dollars ($14,050.00).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Lefsky Planning Consultants to provide professional services relative to the Plan Endorsement Process through the Office of Smart Growth, as set forth in its December 4, 2009 proposal letter, is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2010, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:



Victor H. Barrera-Pico


Dora L. Vides



29 Grandview Avenue, 2nd Floor

151 Sandford Avenue 



North Plainfield, NJ  07060


North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03j  WHEREAS, an application has been filed by George Santos, t/a Autoworld of New Jersey Inc, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-10, for a license to utilize the lot at 897 Route 22 westbound, North Plainfield for the display or storage for sale of motor vehicles for the period April 27, 2010 through June 30, 2010; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has received certifications from the appropriate Borough officials that the applicant has satisfactorily complied with all applicable laws, ordinances and regulations;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue a license in accordance with the filed application to George Santos, t/a Autoworld of New Jersey Inc, for the utilization of the lot at 505 Somerset Street, North Plainfield for the display or storage for sale of motor vehicles for the period May 12, 2009 through June 30, 2009.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03k  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificate


Amount 

Lienholder 
Block 78 Lot 9


$   1,345.90

Isaac Moradi 
Certificate #08-00073





520 Elm Street









Kearny, NJ  07032
Block 203.06 Lot 76


$ 33,893.00

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital
Certificate #08-00179





50 So. 16th St. Suite 1950








Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513

Block 35 Lot 11


$ 22,254.30

Mooring Tax Asset Group
Certificate #09-00255





c/o Bank of America
Premium



     4,000.00

P.O. Box 281856









Atlanta, GA  30384

RESOLUTION NO. 04-26-10-03l   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 26th day of April, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

REPORTS:


Police Department, February Monthly 

Fire Department, March Monthly  
COMMUNICATIONS:

	George Santos

Gillette, NJ
	Re:  Application for Motor Vehicle Sales License

	Mr. and Mrs. Cichowski

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Removal of Damage Due to Northeasterner 

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  One 6,000 Gallon #2 Heating Oil Underground Storage Tank System 

	Laureen B. Fellin, RMC

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Ordinance 10/08 

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Malcolm Avenue, Manning Avenue and Chatham Place

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Recommendation of Partial Payment No. 1 to Lucas Construction Group, Inc. For FY2008 NJDOT Municipal Aid Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvement   

	
	Re:  Recommendation of Progress Payments #6 to Envirocon, Inc. for the North Plainfield Library HVAC and Roof Improvements

	County Board of Taxation


	Re:  Equalization Table for the Year 2010

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Property Maintenance Violation 

	
	Re:  Violation 22-122.10 6(a)

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Authenticating Devices Required 

	World Harvest Communications, Inc.

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Harvest Radio

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  2nd Quarter 2010 Billing

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice to Public Service Electric and Gas Company Electric and Gas Customers

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  April 2010 Bulletin 

	WPQJ970 1630 Radio
	Re:  Vermeule Yard Sale/Youth Fishing Derby Announcement 

	North Plainfield Board of Education
	Re:  2010-2011 Certification and Report of School Taxes and Tax Payment Schedule 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde questioned the status of Comcast.  Mr. Bernstein advised that his office is working on a draft ordinance. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, said that there is a need to establish a uniform procedure for reporting illegal weekend construction.  After being advised by Mr. Hollod and Mayor Giordano that there is an established procedure, Mr. D’Amore requested through OPRA a copy of such.  His request yielded a General Order from the Police Department which does not detail reporting illegal weekend construction.


Henry Stoner, 343 West End Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned why a 15” concrete sewer line was replaced with two smaller diameter ductile iron types; Mr. Hollod advised that this was done to avoid conflict with a gas line at the recommendation of the engineer.       
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced the Cleaning of the Town and Brook will be held this Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  He thanked the Friends of the Vermeule Mansion for their successful yard sale and for the installation of the new floor in the camera museum.  
Mr. Hollod stated that he did not recall advising Mr. D’Amore of an ordinance for reporting illegal weekend construction, only that there is an established policy.  He also advised that North Plainfield will participate in the Somerset County solar initiative which will generate cost savings from some of our facilities’ accommodating solar panels.   
Mrs. Forbes congratulated Mr. Singleterry for his appearance on the front page of the Courier-News. 
Mr. Hitchcock recommended gloves and boots to those participating in Clean the Town and Brook.  He thanked DPW for their assistance with the Friends of Vermeule Mansion yard sale.  Lastly, he advised Mr. D’Amore that any illegal weekend construction taking place in the Historic District should be reported to the Police Department, as they will contact the Code Enforcement Officer to stop it.

Mr. La Ronde congratulated Mr. Singleterry on his achievement. 

Mr. Merrill stated how much he enjoyed participating in the Recreation’s Baseball and Softball parade for opening day.  He announced that Birdsall Bath and Design will receive a Silver Certificate from the U.S. Green Building Council; there will be a free “green” seminar which Congressman Lance and the Freeholders will attend, which the Councilman characterized as quite an honor for a business that has been in town less than two years.     
Mr. Righetti also stated that he, too, enjoyed attending Recreation’s opening day baseball and softball parade.  He offered his congratulations to Mr. Singleterry for his article in the paper. 

Mr. Singleterry thanked everyone for their compliments.  He announced that the Tri-County Red Cross will hold its 2nd Annual Gala on May 8, 2010 at the Westwood in Garwood.
Council President Stabile congratulated Mr. Singleterry for catching the world’s attention with his article.   
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


04/26/10


