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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are  the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 10 May 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draught document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, May 10, 2010 at 8:15 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti 


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Patrick DeBlasio, Chief Financial Officer

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Bernstein.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by Resolution of the Council adopted on December 28, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 26, 2010.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 26, 2010:

All in favor.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8, that the approved 2010 Municipal Budget of the Borough of North Plainfield be read by its title; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the determination of the Council that a complete copy of the approved budget, as aforesaid, has been made available for public inspection at the North Plainfield Memorial Library and the Somerset County Library at least one week prior to today’s date, and that a copy of said budget has been made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during this public hearing. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


HEARING:


MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2010


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-02  HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE NORTH PLAINFIELD ADULT HIGH SCHOOL AND PETITIONING THE NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND GOVERNOR CHRISTIE FOR ITS CONTINUED NECESSARY FUNDING  

WHEREAS, NORTH PLAINFIELD ADULT HIGH SCHOOL was founded in 1981 for the purpose of offering adults and out-of-school sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds a standard, credit-based high school diploma.  Key individuals that have shepherded the School and advanced its many successes over the years have included former School Board member Mary Elizabeth O’Connor, Dr. Marilyn Birnbaum, Superintendent of Schools, Adult School Principal Rosemary McGuinness, the North Plainfield Board of Education and the dedicated Adult High School staff; and


WHEREAS, NORTH PLAINFIELD ADULT HIGH SCHOOL has had 1,533 fully-accredited graduates since 1982. Since 1992, over 12,000 students have benefited from enrollment in the North Plainfield Adult High School; and


WHEREAS, NORTH PLAINFIELD ADULT HIGH SCHOOL boasts many proud graduates, not the least of whom is DR. BOJANA BLAGOJEVIC, born in 1976 in Gorazde, Bosnia and Herzegovina.  In her home country, she worked for the International Committee of the Red Cross, then came to the US in 1996 to continue her war-interrupted education at the North Plainfield Adult High School from which she graduated in January 1997, received her Associate’s Degree from Union County College in 1998, her Bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University (Douglass College) in 2000, her Doctoral Degree from Rutgers in October 2004 with her dissertation on “Ethnic Conflict and Post-Conflict Development:  Peace-Building in Ethnically Divided Societies.”  She has worked as a conflict prevention specialist/consultant at the U.N. Development Group and currently teaches Political Science and Global Studies courses at Rutgers University; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Blagojevic’s is one of many success stories that have originated from NORTH PLAINFIELD ADULT HIGH SCHOOL which, due to budget cuts from the State Department of Education, is now at risk of closing its doors.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby commend the achievements of NORTH PLAINFIELD ADULT HIGH SCHOOL on behalf of its many students from the Borough of North Plainfield and the region, which led to the betterment of many individuals, their families and the community at large; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield hereby petitions the New Jersey State Department of Education to rescind the aforementioned funding cuts in order to continue the invaluable services of this great educational institution to adult students seeking their high school diplomas in a traditional learning environment.



Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. La Ronde questioned Resolution No. 05-10-10-03c; he considered the evening’s earlier comment and questioned if they know which company these two applicants will be driving for?  Council President Stabile interjected that if these two applicants have followed the regulated process to obtain their Taxi Driver’s Licenses, he believes that they will be driving for an authorized North Plainfield company.  


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-03 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

05-10-10-03a, b, c, d, e and f

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-03a  WHEREAS, tangible personal property has come into the possession of the Police Department of the Borough of North Plainfield by finding or recovery; and

WHEREAS, the whereabouts of the owners of said property is unknown and can not be ascertained; and

WHEREAS, said property has not been disposed of and has been in the possession of the Police Department for at least six (6) months; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157 provides for the sale of said tangible property at public auction;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Police Department be and hereby is authorized and directed to sell said tangible personal property at a public auction to be held on the Internet on the website www.propertyroom.com commencing June 15, 2010; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any monies received as a result of said auction shall be paid into the general municipal treasury in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of said auction, designating the time and place therefore, to be published in an official newspaper of the Borough not less than 10 days prior to the date of said public auction.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-03b  WHEREAS, North Plainfield High School PTO, 34 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct an on-premises cash raffle (50-50) and an on-premises merchandise draw raffle, both on June 5, 2010; and


WHEREAS, North Plainfield High School PTO has been issued Identification No. 352-5-38098 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to North Plainfield High School PTO to conduct an  on-premises merchandise raffle, RL-1069 and on-premises cash raffle (50-50), RL-1070 on June 5, 2010 at St. Luke’s Church, 300 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey 07063.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-03c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2010, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:



Gobind D. Mehta


Carlos R. Murillo



1472 East Front Street


601 John Street



Plainfield, NJ  07062-1354

Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-03d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:
Block 71 Lot 3


$   430.70

Clubhouse, LLC

2nd Quarter 2010





347 Watchung Avenue









North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-03e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 75 Lot 3


$     928.04

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital

Certificate #09-00257





50 So. 16th St. Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513

Block 140 Lot 10.06 condo

$   1,144.67



Certificate #08-00130

Block 169 Lot 3


$   1,245.69

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital

Certificate #09-00338

Premium



$      100.00

Block 54 Lot 15


$   1,345.05

Mooring Tax Asset Group

Certificate #08-00062





c/o Bank of America 









P.O. Box 281856









Atlanta, GA  30384

Block 3.09 Lot 24


$ 35,234.58

Plymouth

Certificate #07-00010





35 Airport Road

Premium



$   2,800.00

Morristown, NJ  07962-2288

Block 6.01 Lot 6.06 condo

$ 14,594.96

Plymouth

Certificate #07-00019

Premium



$      100.00

Block 79 Lot 28


$      552.63

George Shrier

Certificate #09-00266





201 So. 2nd Ave. PO Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904

Block 158 Lot 5.03


$      456.27

US Bank/Pro Cap

Certificate #09-00334





50 So. 16th St., Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 15.03 Lot 11


$   2,014.14

James Pilewski

Certificate #07-00024





346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ  07023


RESOLUTION NO. 05-10-10-03f   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 10th day of May, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Somerset County Clerk’s Office

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Somerset County Primary Election June 8, 2010 County Candidates 

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Recommendation of Partial Payment No. 2 to Lucas Construction Group, Inc. For FY2008 NJDOT Municipal Aid Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvements 

	
	Re:  Change Order No. 2 for the North Plainfield Library HVAC and Roof Improvements  

	New Jersey League of Municipalities Educational Foundation, Inc. 
	Re:  Conference on New Jersey’s Economy:  Stabilizing, But Fiscal Problems Intensify July 9, 2010

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Release of Maps Illustrating Draft Proposed Sewer Service Areas for Your Municipality  

	
	Re:  Master Plan Reexamination Report 

	Borough of Watchung

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Certified Copy of Ordinance 10/08 

	Administrator’s Office of the County of Somerset 

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Board of Chosen Freeholders Discontinues Funding for Youth Athletic and Recreation Grant Program

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  May 6, 2010 Agenda and April 1, 2010 Meeting Minutes 

	North Plainfield Recreation Commission

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Field Use Permit for the Ball Kirch American Legion Post #265 Flag Retirement Service 

	Borough of North Plainfield
	Re:  Memorandum of Agreement Between the Borough and Teamsters Local Union No. 469

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Funds Available From the Department of Environmental Protection’s Green Acres Program for Land Preservation and Park Development Projects 

	Somerset County Division of Transportation

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Public Hearing on Senior Citizen and Disabled Resident Transportation Assistance Program on June 15, 2010 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  


Mr. La Ronde suggested recognizing some of the volunteers who have taken the time to clean up the town and/or maintain certain parks, perhaps a plaque for the Boy Scouts or whomever.  Council President Stabile agreed and added that the Veterans help to maintain Memorial Park.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, advised that the current noise ordinance states that loud music from a motor vehicle is enforceable by summons.  He then stated that the fence at 158 Grove Street was permitted by Mr. Rodino against code; and, if there were an accident, the Borough could become involved.  He then advised that the five foot high shrubs at 3 Myrtle Avenue are causing a vision obstruction.  He expressed his concerns about vehicles which are parked on the street being broken into; he suggested considering bans on street parking during certain hours to decrease access.

Jack Fowler, 92 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, advised that the trees planted by the Shade Tree Advisory Board, specifically the London Plane, look very dismal; he would prefer to see maples planted.   

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that the May 31, 2010 Memorial Day services will include a ceremony at the Memorial Library World War II monument.  

Mr. Hollod stated that the situation at 27 Rockview Avenue is a DEP matter and they will handle it directly; the Borough has not had any correspondence with them.  He announced that the Clerk’s Surplus Vehicle Sale will pull in approximately $5,900.00.  He also commented that in February, March and April approximately 600 summonses were issued for zoning and property maintenance violations.  

Mrs. Forbes suggested that it might be useful to pin-down responsibility for enforcement on certain violations.   Recalling the earlier discussion regarding unlicensed cabs operating in the Borough, she warned that some real violations could be brought into play and asked who would be responsible for appropriate enforcement.

Mr. Hitchcock advised that the Shade Tree Advisory Board discussed London Plane trees.  The variety offers unusually good disease resistance, particularly to leaf rust.  The town has been planting this type of tree in lieu of maples which have a greater tendency to lift sidewalks.  He added that the London Plane displays a different leafing cycle, and that they might give the impression of being dead or dying when in a normal dormant state. 

Mr. Merrill thanked Mr. Stabile, Mrs. Forbes, Mr. Righetti and Mayor Giordano for attending the recent Birdsall ceremony.

Mr. Righetti suggested a cleanup of the Brook by Clinton Avenue.  

Mr. Singleterry thanked Mr. Merrill for organizing the Birdsall ceremony, then thanked all that attended.    

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


05/10/10


