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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are the Draught Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on  Monday, 24 May 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draught document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, May 24, 2010 at 7:48 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill (8:00)

Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 


Also Present:

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Board of Health Meeting.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 28, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Gerry Jacala, Regency Village, North Plainfield, expressed his concerns about the T-mobile cell tower variance granted by the Board of Adjustment.  He advised that the Condo Association claims to have the consent of the unit owners, however, they have not held a special meeting of the Condo Association.  The Master Deed speaks of the need for two sets of signatures of the Board of Directors, yet there is only one.  Council President Stabile advised that the Board of Adjustment serves as a quasi-judicial body; he suggested that Mr. Jacala present this information to the Board of Adjustment Attorney for his review.  Mr. Jacala agreed to do so and stated that he would like it on record that this issue was brought to the attention of the Council. 

Frank N. D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, wished to comment on the January 12, 2010 correspondence he provided regarding 27 Rockview Terrace.  The property is abandoned and piles of land fill have been dumped there without a permit.  He contacted the Department of Environmental Protection and they are conducting an investigation to ensure that the dirt is not contaminated.

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, addressed her concerns about DPW not collecting various piles of brush in her immediate neighborhood.  She also stated her concerns about the traffic and unregulated parking during a recent event at West End School.  Being that the Police Department regulates traffic during the Fourth of July Fireworks, maybe when other events are held at the schools, parking should be regulated to ensure the safety of the residents in that area.  

Mr. Hitchcock questioned if the piles of brush left curbside in her neighborhood had been bundled?  Ms. Peters replied that they had not; Mr. Hitchcock advised that DPW will not pick up loose piles of brush.  Ms. Peters requested that DPW report these violations to Property Maintenance so that the problem will be addressed and resolved.  Council President Stabile related that he will look into this matter.  Mr. La Ronde added that the parking on the side streets by West End School is a safety concern during school functions and he would like to see it addressed.      

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Sidewalk Café Application by Mrs. G’s Bagel & Deli – M.G.  Chris Grundman of Mrs. G’s Bagel & Deli, 525 Somerset Street, first apologized for putting the tables outside of the business without permission.  He explained that their main goal is to give their customers the best experience possible when they visit Mrs. G’s Bagel & Deli.  Mrs. Forbes stated that a sidewalk café would add to the streetscape and allow for a very nice experience for customers.  Mr. Merrill questioned if the sidewalk café would be seasonal; Mr. Grundman replied that he would like to have it available for customers from late April through October.  Mr. Bernstein advised that a specific process needs to be followed; the application must be distributed to the proper Borough officials for approval before the Governing Body may approve it.  Council President Stabile requested the application be added to the June 14, 2010 meeting.  Mr. La Ronde added that they must observe the hours of operation in the Ordinance and keep a trash can outside.  

2.
Updated June Meeting Dates for the Borough Council – F.S.S.  Council President Stabile announced that due to the preparation necessary for the Primary Election on June 8, Mr. Phoenix has requested the June Council meetings be rescheduled from June 7 and 21 to June 14 and 28.  No Council members objected.    



OLD BUSINESS:

1.
Property Maintenance & Code Updating – F.S.S.  Mr. La Ronde commented on the amount of garage sales being held in town in which the permits are not properly displayed.  He requested that the garage sale applications be amended to include the need for the permit to be visible during the sale; he also suggested a list be kept of the garage sales in town.  He stated that he would favor stricter enforcement of those residents that do not bundle their brush piles for pickup.  Council President Stabile agreed and advised that this issue will be looked into.  


Mrs. Forbes suggested they find a way to make residents aware of the more frequently ignored ordinances.  Mr. La Ronde followed up by requesting the DPW pick up schedules be amended to include that the Borough Ordinances may be found on the website.  Council President Stabile suggested they speak to the Administrator about adding that information to the schedules, as well as to the tax and sewer notices.        

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS:

Mrs. Forbes reported that a freshman, Kevin Madison, played his composition with the Montclair Art Museum Orchestra.  She further added that a fourth grader from Stony Brook School donated her hair to make a wig for a child with cancer in Israel.  

Mr. Hitchcock reported that the Historic Preservation Commission will meet in June.  He announced that there has been a proposal to display art in the Community Center’s large meeting room.  The Shade Tree Advisory Board has their input ready for the Green Team.  He concluded that the Friends of Vermeule Mansion will begin paying for the utility costs at the mansion.  

Mr. Singleterry announced that the Green Team Committee will meet for the second time next week.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.



















Borough Clerk

Council President
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