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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are  the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 12 July 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draught document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, July 12, 2010 at 8:25 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde 





Frank Righetti 


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           


Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano Jr.

Patrick DeBlasio, Chief Financial Officer





Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Board of Health meeting. 

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of June 28, 2010.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of June 28, 2010:

All in favor. 

HEARING:

AMENDMENTS TO MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2010

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.  

Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 
Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-07 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing July 26, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.  

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 10-07  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” SPECIFICALLY, ARTICLE I, ENTITLED “GENERAL PROVISIONS,” SECTION 22-19, ENTITLED “SATELLITE DISHES”

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Hitchcock commented on the Consolidated Bill List.  He indicated that the Cypreco Industries bill for the work on the mansion is at $86,000, but to please not authorize further payment until the work has been completed to our satisfaction.  


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

07-12-10-03a, b, c, d, e, f, g and h

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03a  WHEREAS, the following applicants have applied for renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption Licenses for the period July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011 and the submitted application forms are complete in all respects; and

WHEREAS, the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all statutory, regulatory and local government ABC laws and regulations; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licenses in accordance with the filed applications to the following applicants for the period July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011:

1814-33-003-004
El Salvador Inc, t/a Tesoro Salvadoreño




64 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ  07060

1814-33-001-003
L. Penaloza LLC, t/a The Bridge




50-54 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ  07060




RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03b  WHEREAS, Colonel Ed Rogers, Auctioneer of Antique Mystique, 610 County Road 627, Bloomsbury, New Jersey, has filed an application for a license to conduct an auction on Sunday, July 18, 2010, with a rain date within 14 days of said date, at 171 Rockview Avenue, North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Rogers has complied with the requirements of N.P.R.G.O. 4-3 and paid the required fee;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that a license be issued to Col. Ed Rogers of Antique Mystique for an auction to be held on July 18, 2010, with a rain date within 14 days of said date, at 171 Rockview Avenue, North Plainfield.


RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03c  WHEREAS, The Organic Grower, 478 Somerset Street, North Plainfield has filed an application for an Outdoor Sidewalk Café license for the period ending October 31, 2010; and

WHEREAS, review of the application and investigation of the site by appropriate Borough officials discloses that the granting of said application would be in order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an Outdoor Sidewalk Café license be issued to the applicant in accordance with the filed application, subject to all requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 14-10 and the following conditions: 


1.  Restaurant management shall keep the outdoor dining area clear of litter, food


     scraps and soiled dishes and utensils at all times.


2.  Trash receptacles shall be provided in outdoor dining areas used for consuming


     take-out items unless public trash receptacles are located nearby.


3.  At the end of each business day, the establishment is to clean and sweep the


     entire sidewalk in and around the outdoor dining area.


4.  No debris shall be swept, washed, or blown into the sidewalk, gutter or street.


5.  Trash receptacles shall be emptied daily.


6.  If awnings or umbrellas are used, they shall be washed whenever they become


     dirty.


7.  Applicant must not block adjacent doorway with any tables, chairs 

or planters, and must maintain six (6) feet of clear space between tables/planters

and curb and/or structures to ensure A.D.A. compliance.


RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03d  CALLING FOR IMMEDIATE REPEAL OF KYLEIGH’S LAW

WHEREAS, parents and teens across the State of New Jersey have voiced their strong opposition to Kyleigh’s Law decal requirements for Graduated Driver License holders under the age of 21; and

WHEREAS, the decals make it easier for criminals and other predators to identify and target drivers under the age of 21;  and

WHEREAS, these decals have also been cited as discriminatory to young drivers; and
WHEREAS, legislation has been introduced in both the Assembly and the Senate to immediately repeal the “teen decal” requirements; and

WHEREAS, the safety of our young drivers must be preserved and protected without infringing on their rights or unintentionally putting them in harm’s way;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield implores the General Assembly and the Senate of the State of New Jersey, along with Governor Chris Christie, to act swiftly to rescind the decal requirements stipulated under Kyleigh’s Law, and support the passage of bills A2650 and S1908, and any floor amendments that would result in the repeal of the decals; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be sent to Governor Chris Christie and electronic copies forwarded to state legislators in both the Senate and Assembly representing Somerset County as well as all municipalities in Somerset County.


RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF LUCAS CONSTRUCTION GROUP FOR THE CAPITAL ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 


WHEREAS, Lucas Construction Group has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield for paving and construction services relative to the Capital Roadway Improvements Project (the “Project”) in the Borough; and


WHEREAS, Lucas Construction Group proposes to perform the above-referenced paving and construction services for a fixed fee of Nine Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand One Hundred Seventy-Four Dollars and Fifty Cents ($949,174.50);


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Lucas Construction Group to perform paving and construction services relative to the Capital Roadway Improvements Project in the Borough for the fixed amount of Nine Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand One Hundred Seventy-Four Dollars and Fifty Cents ($949,174.50) is hereby accepted, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal. 

RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2010 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Wilson S. Jativa, d/b/a

Flash Taxi LLC

63 Watchung Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 4.04 Lot 12


$  8,072.22

Stuart Lasher

Certificate # 09-00202




PO Box 83

Premium



    1,900.00

Milltown, NJ  08850

Block 140 Lot 10.18 condo

$12,475.89

Mooring Tax Asset Group  

Certificate # 08-00131




c/o Bank America 

Premium



    2,900.00 

PO Box 281856









Atlanta, GA  30384














Block 128 Lot 15


$  2,009.13 

Changsheng Lu

Certificate # 09-00308




6 Johnson Avenue 

Premium



       100.00

Cranford, NJ  07016


RESOLUTION NO. 07-12-10-03h   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 12th day of July, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	North Plainfield Residents:

Barbara Ahles

James S. Bills

Ophelia Boyd-Webb

Linda Darge

John DeSotelle

Robert Labate

Matthew Miller

Anthony Pasquarello

Diane Pasquarello

Edith Plaza
	Re:  Letter to Mayor and Council Requesting an Ordinance be passed Restricting Parking on Certain Borough Streets So That the Streets May Be Cleaned Properly 

	Vastola, Fackelman, Sullivan & Spengler

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Claim RE:  Robert Goldsmith

	Middlebrooks Shapiro & Nachbar, P.C.

Union, NJ
	Re:  NuMarket LLC Case No. 09-40553 (DHS)

	Eric M. Bernstein, Esq.

Warren, NJ
	Re:  Satellite Dish Ordinance Revisions 

	Somerset County Park Commission 

Rich Phoenix, RMC

Borough Clerk
	Re:  Garden Party July 17, 2010 in Millstone, NJ

Re:  Updated Farmers’ Market/Furlough 

Announcement on WPQJ970


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  


Mrs. Forbes requested information on how the State Budget will affect coming years with the 2% cap.  Council President Stabile suggested a discussion at the next meeting.


Mr. Righetti suggested taking a month off.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the town is currently issuing permits for Satellite Dish installation.  Mr. Bernstein advised that the ordinance is not currently being enforced because of certain issues brought to their attention which would be addressed in the new ordinance.  

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if there may be discounts for purchasing the tree gators in bulk; Mr. Hitchcock advised that he would look into this.  Ms. Peters then addressed Kyleigh’s Law, suggesting that it would be better to enforce the use of cell phones and texting while driving.  The use of cell phones while driving is a public safety concern for everyone.  

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mayor Giordano thanked the Fourth of July Committee Co-Chairs for their hard work.  The parade was well attended and everyone enjoyed the fireworks display.  Lastly, he congratulated the new firefighters.


Mrs. Forbes congratulated the new firefighters.  The Fourth of July was a super celebration, especially the fireworks; she thanked the Department of Public Works and the Police Department for their efforts. 


Mr. Hitchcock commented that he would love to see the parade route include Somerset Street next year.


Mr. La Ronde thanked the Police and Fire Departments for their efforts on the Fourth of July.  


Mr. Righetti also thanked everyone involved in the parade and fireworks; he also would like to see the parade extended next year to include Somerset Street. 


Mr. Singleterry congratulated the town on its 125th Anniversary. 


Council President Stabile stated that this was the best ever Fourth of July celebration, including a huge turnout for the wonderful display of fireworks.  He also agreed that the parade route be extended to include Somerset Street next year.    

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


07/12/10


