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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are the Draught Minutes of the Agenda Conference  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on  Monday, 16 August 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draught document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, August 16, 2010 at 7:40 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde 





Everett Merrill 


Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 


Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT: 

Council Members:
Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Stabile.     


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, requested that the Council pass a resolution in support of the “tool kit.”  Council President Stabile advised that it will be on a forthcoming agenda.     

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Marching Band Competition – F.S.S.  Mr. John Fellin, representing North Plainfield High School Music Parents Association, began by explaining that North Plainfield has been granted October 2, 2010 for a marching band presentation.  It will be an eight-band competition held from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. with the Canucks receiving the final 15 minutes to perform.  In the event of rain, they will conduct a standing performance in the gym.  Mr. Fellin requested assistance from the Police Department to close the surrounding streets, DPW to set up and remove the barricades and the Rescue Squad to be present for any potential emergencies.  


Mr. Fellin explained that this will be a volunteer competition and it will bring recognition and respect to the school and the community.  Mr. Merrill stated that this should be a great event and inquired if food would be served; Mr. Fellin requested that the hut be opened for concessions as they anticipate approximately 2,000 people attending.  Mr. Fellin requested the Council’s guidance regarding road closures, Rescue Squad and publicizing the competition.  Mr. Merrill asked that he be contacted for media relations.  Council President Stabile offered to put Mr. Fellin in touch with Steve Phillips for information about the Rescue Squad.  Mr. La Ronde questioned the amount of time necessary for the road closures; Mr. Fellin interjected that he anticipates the need for an hour prior and a half hour following the competition.  Mrs. Forbes proposed that the basic information be e-mailed to her and she would see that it is advertised on the websites.  Council President Stabile announced his hopes of seeing more districts involved in the competition as we get into the school year; this is a great project and we are happy to help in any way possible.  


Council President Stabile called for a recess at 8:05 p.m. 


RECESS


Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 8:11 p.m. with all six council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.  

2.
Plainfield Area Humane Society Update – F.S.S.  Mr. Dave Lester began by advising that the Humane Society (PAHS) is still up and running, even during this difficult economy.  Several new events for fund raising have been introduced including a Tricky Tray in South Plainfield and a motorcycle run; a vendor day in South Plainfield was compromised by the 98 degree weather.  The old president, Marge Green, is coming back and PAHS is back in state compliance, but still renovating.  Some really great work has been done by an Eagle Scout.  


Mrs. Forbes shared that she had read about their financial difficulties in the Courier News.  She requested that they let the Council know in advance of any newspaper reports as North Plainfield has a big vested interest in them.  Mr. Lester advised that they would love to see greater involvement from the municipalities and getting the animals adopted, too.  PAHS has 180 members, one mail list and a Facebook page.  Mr. Merrill questioned if they still accept newspapers.  Mr. Lester answered in the affirmative and advised that they periodically advertise their wish list.  Mr. Singleterry questioned how many municipalities they currently serve; Mr. Lester advised that they are at their capacity and cannot expand at this point.  The towns cover 30% of their expenses.  Mr. Merrill asked if they considered partnering with the 4H Fair; Mr. Lester advised that they are looking into that.  Council President Stabile thanked him for the update.    

3.
Oneida Ave, Roadway Improvements – Final Payment to Lucas Construction – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that this project was partially funded by the State Department of Transportation.  The Borough’s final payment amount is just under $8,800.     

4.
Birdsall Engineering Services Extra Work – NJDOT Bluestone Mitigation – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod announced that this has been an on-going issue that was recently brought back to us.  The State Historic Preservation Office is seeking a formal application with $750.00 for the Borough Engineer to coordinate it.    

5.
Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 09-04 – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod advised that this amendment was brought about by COAH regulations being changed by State Legislature.  North Plainfield will be exempt from building any additional units.  Ms. Wiebalk advised that what is now before the Assembly is in keeping with New Jersey’s direction on Affordable Housing.   


OLD BUSINESS:

1.
Borough Memorials – R.E.H., M.H.F., L.L.R., F.S.S.  Council President Stabile announced that Mr. Hitchcock had organized a work detail at the Blue Star Memorial.  Summer annuals were planted and we will continue to water them and collect litter from the site.  Mr. Merrill stated that Memorial Park is one of our Memorial Day centerpieces and it could use some sprucing up.  He advised that he has reached out to Somerset County Vo-Tech about a potential project; they expressed interest in a spring project for about 20-30 kids, some from North Plainfield.   

2.
Sustainable Green Jersey Resolutions – D.E.S.  Mr. Singleterry explained tonight’s Green Team resolutions; they endorse certain Green policies and give us points for when we submit our applications.  

3.
Comcast Cable Update – F.S.S.  Council President Stabile stated that the Office of Cable TV of the Board of Public Utilities approved our ordinance and it will likely appear on the September 27th agenda.    

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS:

Mr. Singleterry reported that there will be a Farmer’s Market Festival on September 18, 2010.  The Municipal Alliance Committee will hold an end of the summer picnic on Thursday.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.



















Borough Clerk

Council President

08/16/10


