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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Tuesday, 12 October 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draught document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, October 12, 2010 at 8:57 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 





Robert E. Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde 





Everett Merrill  


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry

Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr. 

David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 
Eric Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:


Council Members:
Frank Righetti 

Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.        
Council Vice President Hitchcock read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of September 27, 2010.

Council Vice President Hitchcock called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of September 27, 2010:


All in favor. 


MAYORAL PROCLAMATION:

The Mayor read the following Proclamation:


I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, New Jersey, do hereby proclaim that Halloween will be celebrated in the Borough of North Plainfield on Sunday, October 31, 2010.  Door-to-door Trick or Treating shall begin no earlier than 2:00 pm on this date and end no later than 8:00 pm.


Mayor Giordano announced the following appointments: 


APPOINTMENT BY MAYOR REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:

LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE:



Elizabeth Havrilla



Unexpired 3-year term

APPOINTMENT BY MAYOR NOT REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:

BOARD OF PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSIONERS:



Tammy Guevara



Unexpired 5-year term



Derek Haley




Unexpired 5-year term

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council Vice President Hitchcock stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 10-12-10-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

10-12-10-01a, b, c, d, e, f and g
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 10-12-10-01a  WHEREAS, October 10, 2010 was declared Put The Brakes On Fatalities Day® by the Borough of North Plainfield; and

WHEREAS,
across the nation, traffic crashes caused nearly 34,000 fatalities in 2009, and are the leading cause of death for young people aged 5 to 34; and

WHEREAS,
In New Jersey, 583 individuals lost their lives in traffic crashes in 2009, alcohol-related crashes accounted for 31 percent of the State’s traffic fatalities, while 16 percent of all fatal crashes involved traveling at unsafe speeds; and

WHEREAS,
motorcyclists, bicycle riders and pedestrians face increased risks on New Jersey’s roadways, as people opt for alternative modes of transportation; 65 motorcyclists, 14 bicyclists and 157 pedestrians were killed in New Jersey in traffic-related crashes in 2009; and,


WHEREAS,
safer driving behaviors such as buckling up, every ride; obeying posted speed limits; stopping for pedestrians in crosswalks and using crosswalks when walking; avoiding aggressive driving behaviors; never driving impaired; wearing proper safety gear when riding a motorcycle or bicycle; and, focusing solely on driving by avoiding distractions, can dramatically reduce the number of traffic-related injuries and deaths;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the  North Plainfield Borough Council, that it does hereby recognize October 10, 2010, as Put The Brakes On Fatalities Day®, and calls upon everyone to put these lifesaving behaviors into practice to improve safety on the roadways in  our community and throughout the State every day of the year. 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-12-10-01b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council,  ELIZABETH HAVRILLA be and is hereby appointed to the LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE of this Borough to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring  on January 1, 2012 and until her successor shall have been appointed and qualified.


RESOLUTION NO. 10-12-10-01c  WHEREAS, a tax sale was held on August 25, 2010 for unpaid taxes, sewer and special assessments for the year 2009, and;

WHEREAS, a lien was sold on block 203.04 lot 27 for unpaid sewer charges for 2009, and;


WHEREAS, said property already had a municipal lien and should not have been included in the tax sale;


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the following be refunded to House Angels CRE, LLC:


Total amount of Certificate

$ 297.30


Legal Interest @ 1.5%

         .58







_______







$ 297.88


Premium returned


$ 300.00

RESOLUTION NO. 10-12-10-01d  
WHEREAS, BAC Tax Service overpaid third Quarter Taxes on Block 17.01 Lot 6 due to an appeal and have requested refund of that payment be given to the homeowner

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Refund Real Estate Erroneous Tax Payments:


Quadir Lewis



$ 260.40


24 Shady Court


North Plainfield, NJ  07060
RESOLUTION NO. 10-12-10-01e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 106 Lot 4


$      386.92

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP 
Certificate #10-00106


     


200 So. Park Road
Premium



        500.00

Suite 320QQ








Hollywood, FL  33021

Block 48 Lot 6


$      340.78

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP 

Certificate #10-00048







Premium 



        600.00



Block 16.01 Lot 11


$     494.07

Ace Plus C/O Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00017





1416 Avenue L
Premium 



       500.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230



Block 102 Lot 9.01


$   1,051.15

Ace Plus
Certificate #10-00099






Premium 



     1,000.00



Block 199.04 Lot 16


$   1,507.64

Sequoia Investments 
Certificate #09-00366





PO Box 5600








Woodbridge, NJ  07095
Block 109 Lot 10.01


$  74,494.06

US Bank/Sass Muni VI DTR
Certificate #10-00108





50 So. 16th St., Suite 1950
Premium



    29,900.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 3.03 Lot 12


$  24,824.93

R. Rothman
Certificate #09-00196





411 Grand Avenue


Premium 



    15,300.00

Englewood, NJ  07631
RESOLUTION NO. 10-12-10-01f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:

Block 17.01 Lot 6

$     260.40

Tameka & Quadir Lewis

3rd Quarter 2010 




24 Shady Court 








North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Block 104 Lot 11

$   2,403.89

Tsetop Namgyal

3rd & 4th Quarter 2010




263 Duer Street








North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Block 135 Lot 1

$   2,552.32

Black Star Holding, LLC

4th Quarter 2009




109 Walnut Street








PO Box 438








Roselle Park, NJ  07204-0438
Block 21.02 Lot 8

$   2,163.44

BAC Tax Services Corp.

3rd Quarter 2010




PO Box 10211








MS CAO-911-01-03








Van Nuys, CA  91410-0211  
RESOLUTION NO. 10-12-10-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 12th day of October, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Mrs. P. Bzik

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Loud Music Played at 621 Warfield Road on September 23, 2010

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  HD Technology Fee

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation 22-115.7

	
	Re:  Violation 22-122.10 a(3)material change

	
	Re:  Violation 22-122.10 6(a)

	
	Re:  Violation 22-115.7 

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Proposed Membership Dues 

	Bob Hitchcock

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Recreation Liaison to the Community Center Usage Committee

	
	Re:  Safety at Vermeule 

	Somerset County Planning Board 

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Planning Chair Breakfast Forum – November 9, 2010

	Plainfield Area Humane Society 

Plainfield, NJ

Charles L. Smith III, Director

Government & Regulatory Affairs

Comcast of  Plainfield, LLC

Union, NJ

James Freeman via Richard K. Phoenix, RMC

Borough Clerk
	Re:  Activity Report for the Month of September

Confirming Receipt of Ordinance. No. 10-06

Granting Renewal of Municipal Consent

Invitation to American Legion’s Veterans’ Day

Ceremony at Memorial Park – 11/11/2010


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented that the Borough currently has a commercial vehicle ordinance in place which needs no amendments, just consistent enforcement.  He recalled the difficulties the Historic Preservation Commission had in the past trying to contact the owners of 40-42 Washington Avenue and is pleased to learn that the Commission will attempt again.  He inquired if the Mayoral Proclamation for Halloween includes enforcing the curfew of 8:00 p.m.? 

Herb Tarbous, 200 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, commented on the Council’s discussion of changing the bar hours for Monday mornings.  He inquired as to when the Police Department may become involved with the crowds that gather outside of the bars and what constitutes orderly versus disorderly in regards to large groups of intoxicated individuals?  Finally, he expressed his displeasure with the bars playing loud music at 1:00 a.m. on Monday mornings.        
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that the Health Fair will be held on Saturday morning; they will have test kits available to test items for lead poisoning.  He also congratulated the new appointees for Library Advisory Committee and the Board of Parks and Recreation Commissioners.  

Mr. Singleterry agreed with Mr. Tarbous’ comments about the need for uniformity with neighboring towns in regards to bar hours.  He reported that the Sustainable New Jersey Program won a national award for strong communities. 
Mr. Merrill encouraged Mr. Tarbous to revisit the bar situation three to four months down the road if he still feels it is a quality of life issue.  

Mr. La Ronde welcomed the three new volunteers.

Mrs. Forbes thanked Mr. Rodino, Chief Parenti and the NJ American Water representatives for their input tonight, as well the residents that came out and shared their useful comments.  

Mr. Hitchcock congratulated the new volunteers.  Addressing Mr. D’Amore’s comment, he advised that the Historic Preservation Commission will make every effort to reach the owner of 40-42 Washington Avenue.    

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


10/12/10


