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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on  Monday, 22 November 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, November 22, 2010 at 7:36 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Robert E. Hitchcock

Lawrence La Ronde 




Everett Merrill




Frank Righetti 





Douglas M. Singleterry 
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano Jr. 

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 
Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT: 

Council Member:
Mary H. Forbes (excused)



The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.  

The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Antoinette Rinehart, 93 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield, indicated that the NPCCR group was videotaping tonight’s meeting(s) for playback on their website.  She asked that all present kindly speak distinctly into the microphones so that they would be heard clearly on the video recording.     

Mr. Stabile replied that he was pleased that their viewers would be able to view tonight’s meetings on their website and that the Governing Body always strives to be accessible; further, he added that the Borough’s webmaster might also be able to accommodate their videos on the municipal website, www.northplainfield.org.  
NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Supporting Maintenance of the Borough’s Tree Canopy – D.M.S.  Mr. Singleterry explained that this is part of the Borough’s Sustainable Jersey Certification, and that the town needs to submit a Canopy Goal Statement of which tonight’s resolution is a part.   

Mr. Hitchcock suggested the interjection of a final phrase into the resolution, that being:


“and maintaining the health of existing public trees.”


The Council President indicated his agreement with the amendment as did Council with a show of hands. 

2.
Creating a Green Purchasing Policy – D.M.S.  Mr. Singleterry explained that this proposed resolution was also in connection with the Borough’s Sustainable Jersey Certification.  It supports the purchase of energy efficient equipment by the town.

Mr. Merrill asked if the resolution would satisfy requirements for State certification, and Mr. Singleterry confirmed that these were the last two items required for North Plainfield to earn the State’s bronze certification.  Mr. Merrill lauded the work of the Green Team in having achieved this level for the Borough in less than a year’s time.
Mr. Stabile commented that at its booth at the recently held League of Municipalities conference, Sustainable Jersey had characterized North Plainfield as “poised” for the State’s bronze certification.  He then thanked Mr. Singleterry and the Green Team for their efforts.

OLD BUSINESS:
1.
Authorizing Change Order for the Services Provided by John Garcia Construcation Co., Inc. for Contract No. 2009-01 – Meadowbrook Road/Mali Drive Sanitary Sewer Replacement – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that the change order represented a reduction in the fees being charged for the project.
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS:
Mr. Singleterry summarized that the Council was now up to date on the achievements of the Green Team. 

Mr. Stabile reported on the Santa Arrival plans for December 5th at the Community Center.  The evening’s event will also combine the tree lighting and refreshments, and represents a cooperative effort between the Mayor’s Special Events Committee and the Board of Parks and Recreation Commissioners.  Attendees are being asked to bring non-perishable food donations for the Somerset County Food Pantry as well as toys for the Toys for Tots campaign.  The Council President indicated his enthusiasm for the event, cautioning that much of its anticipated success would be reliant upon favorable weather.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.



















Borough Clerk

Council President
11/22/10


