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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 22 November 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, November 22, 2010 at 7:51 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Robert E. Hitchcock  






Lawrence La Ronde 






Everett Merrill





Frank Righetti  


                                    
            Douglas M. Singleterry
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr. 

David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 
Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:


Council Member:

Mary H. Forbes (excused)


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mayor Giordano.        
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 8, 2010.

Mr. La Ronde offered to table the minutes for the time being so that they could be perused and double-checked.  With no second to the motion, the Governing Body indicated their unanimous agreement with tabling the minutes by a show of hands.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

11-22-10-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i and j
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

(Resolution No. 11-22-10-01g appears with the amendment requested at this evening’s earlier Agenda Conference)

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01a   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPROVING FINAL PAYMENT #3 TO JOHN GARCIA CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. FOR THE MEADOWBROOK ROAD/MALI DRIVE SANITARY SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with John Garcia Construction Co., Inc. for the Meadowbrook Road/Mali Drive sanitary sewer replacement project (the “Project”) in the Borough of North Plainfield; and,


WHEREAS, John Garcia Construction Co., Inc. has submitted Final Payment Application #3 in the amount of  Fourteen Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Two Dollars and Sixty-Two Cents ($14,722.62), which marks final completion and close-out of the Project, pending the submission of a one (1) year maintenance bond acceptable to the Borough; and,


WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald has reviewed said request for final payment #3 and has recommended that the Borough of North Plainfield process the payment in the amount of Fourteen Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Two Dollars and Sixty-Two Cents ($14,722.62); and,


WHEREAS, John Garcia Construction Co., Inc. has also submitted a proposed change order indicating a Nine Thousand Five Hundred One Dollars and Sixty-Nine Cents ($9,501.69) reduction in the total contract price from the bid amount of Seventy-Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Seven Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($77,797.86) to the actual built amount of Sixty-Eight Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-Six Dollars and Seventeen Cents ($68,296.17).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council does hereby authorize that final payment #3 be made to John Garcia Construction Co., Inc. in the amount of Fourteen Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Two Dollars and Sixty-Two Cents ($14,722.62), representing final completion and close-out of the Meadowbrook Road/Mali Drive sanitary sewer replacement project, and also hereby authorizes the proposed change order indicating a reduction of Nine Thousand Five Hundred One Dollars and Sixty-Nine Cents ($9,501.69) in the total contract price, as detailed above, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to execute the final payment and the change order.




RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01b    RESOLUTION SUPPORTING OVER THE LIMIT UNDER ARREST 2010 YEAR END STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN
WHEREAS, impaired drivers on our nation’s roads kill someone every 30 minutes, 50 people per day, and almost 18,000 people each year; and

WHEREAS, 26% of motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey are alcohol-related; and

WHEREAS, an enforcement crackdown is planned to combat impaired driving; and

WHEREAS, the season at the end of the year is traditionally a time of social gatherings which often include alcohol; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Highway Traffic Safety, has asked law enforcement agencies throughout several counties to participate in the Over the Limit Under Arrest 2010 Year End Crackdown; and

WHEREAS, the project will involve increased impaired driving enforcement from December 6th through January 4, 2011; and

WHEREAS, an increase in impaired driving enforcement and a reduction in impaired driving will save lives on our roadways;

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for the Over the Limit Under Arrest 2010 Year End Crackdown from December 6th through January 4, 2011 and pledges to increase awareness for the dangers of drinking and driving.

   RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2011 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Marco P. Cobo-Ramos, t/a

North Plainfield Taxi-Limo

205 Somerset Street, Apt. 3

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Blanca E. Mejia

301 Maple Avenue, Apt. 201

North Plainfield, NJ  07060
RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 110 Lot 19.01


$     246.43

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital

Certificate #10-00109





50 So. 16th Street Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA 19102-2513

Block 45 Lot 29


$  5,487.04



Certificate #10-00043

Premium



    6,700.00

Block 40 Lot 24


$  5,301.66

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital

Certificate #10-00035

Premium



  17,000.00

Block 17.01 Lot 12


$  8,974.41

US Bank Cast/Pro Capital

Certificate #10-00020

Premium



    7,400.00
Block 98 Lot 3


$  9,233.82

FNA Jersey Lien Services

Certificate #10-00091





575 Rte 70, 2nd Floor

Premium 



    5,900.00 

PO Box 1030









Brick, NJ  08723

Block 23 Lot 32


$     262.28

FNA

Certificate #09-00226






Premium



       100.00

Block 76 Lot 10


$30,290.49

Crusader Lien Services 

Certificate #08-00069





179 Washington Lane









Jenkintown, PA  19046
RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01f  RESOLUTION CREATING A GREEN PURCHASING POLICY 
WHEREAS, The Borough Council and Administration strive to save tax dollars, assure clean air and water, improve working and living environments to build a community which would thrive well into the new century; and

WHEREAS, The Borough Council and Administration wish to build a model of government which benefits our residents now and far into the future with green community initiatives that are easy to replicate and economically feasible; and

WHEREAS, The Borough Council and Administration seek to improve energy efficiency, reduce health hazards, increase purchase of energy star and recyclable products where economically feasible and in accordance with Local Public Contracts Law.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the following guidelines are established as general recommendations when purchasing:


1.  Aim to use products that have least negative impact on the environment as 


     possible, both when they are manufactured and when they are used.


2.  Aim to use products that are not harmful or toxic to consumers, users, to the 


     environment, or to working environments. 


3.  Aim to use products that do not unnecessarily consume energy and natural

                 resources.


4.  The preference for energy star and recyclable appliances will be reflected in 


     the borough’s updated employee manual.  
RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01g  SUPPORTING MAINTENANCE OF NORTH PLAINFIELD BOROUGH’S TREE CANOPY 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of North Plainfield has determined that the preservation, protection and planting of trees aid in the stabilization of soil by preventing erosion and sedimentation; reduce stormwater runoff and the potential damage it may create; aid in the removal of pollutants from the air and assists in the generation of oxygen; provide a buffer and screen against noise and pollution; provide protection against severe weather; aid in the control of drainage and restoration of denuded soil subsequent to construction or grading; provide a haven for birds and other wildlife and otherwise enhance the environment; protect and increase property values; conserve and enhance the borough’s physical and aesthetic appearance; and generally protect the public health and safety as well as the general welfare;

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has a state approved tree management plan, which has been approved twice for five years at a time and is currently active;

WHEREAS, the Borough Council provides annual funding for the planting of public trees throughout the borough;

WHEREAS, the planting of public trees is a collaborative effort conducted by the Shade Tree Advisory Board and Public Works;

WHEREAS, the Shade Tree Advisory Board is in the process of conducting a tree inventory of all existing tree canopy throughout the borough;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that it is the tree canopy goal of the Borough of North Plainfield to make sure anytime a public tree is removed for whatever reason that a new public tree is planted; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the tree canopy goal of the Borough of North Plainfield to maintain and expand existing tree canopy through continuous tree plantings, and maintaining the health of existing public trees.          
RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01h  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:
Block 17.01 Lot 6

$  2,274.12

Quadir & Tameka Lewis

4th Quarter 2010




24 Shady Court








North Plainfield, NJ  07062

Block 127 Lot 20

$     835.91

Alicia Fonseca

3rd Quarter 2010




160 Jefferson Avenue 








North Plainfield, NJ  07060  

RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 22nd day of November, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 11-22-10-01j   PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS 


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made in the Borough’s 2010 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately:

A/C #

NAME




FROM


TO
CURRENT FUND

25-265-100 Fire-S&W


            $26,000.00

21-185-200 Board of Adjustment-OE



   
$ 1,000.00

22-195-200 Construction Office-OE

  



   1,000.00

23-225-200 Unemployment Insurance




 10,000.00  

25-269-200 Emergency Medical Services




 10,000.00

26-310-200 Building & Grounds-OE





   4,000.00      


Totals




           $ 26,000.00
          $ 26,000.00
COMMUNICATIONS:

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities 
	Re:  Newly Elected Officials 

	
	Re:  2010-2011 Legislative Session

	Mr. and Mrs. Levendusky 

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Request for Waiver for Extended Hours for New Years Eve

	David Hollod, Administrator 
	Re:  Grove Street Roadway Improvements Washington Park Historic District New Jersey Register of Historic Places Act Application for Project Authorization 

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  “Electronic Waste Management Act”

	
	Re:  Remedial Investigation Report/Remedial Investigation Workplan dated:  10-26-10 Former Exxon S/S #3-3088

	H. Melissa Kloc

Neptune, NJ
	Re:  Former Exxon Service Station #3-3088, 611-613 Route 22 West

	Somerset County Clerk’s Office

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  November 2, 2010 General Election

	State of New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Retail License Non-Renewal Notice

	Jason C. Mandia, Esq.

Neptune, NJ
	Re:  NuMarket Transfer to J & N 

	Lucas Construction Group, Inc.

Morganville, NJ
	Re:  Certified Payroll

	Comcast 

Union, NJ
	Re:  WPIX This TV, NEO Cricket and CBS College Sports 

	Stryker, Tams & Dill

Newark, NJ
	Re:  In the Matter of the Petition of Comcast of Plainfield, LLC for a Renewal Certificate of Approval to Continue to Construct, Operate and Maintain a Cable Television System in and for the Borough of North Plainfield 

	Tyree Environmental Corp.

Cinnaminson, NJ
	Re:  Getty #00666 1299 US Highway 22 West

	State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs Division of Local Government Services

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Certification of Approved and Amended Budget

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  4th Quarter 2010 Billing 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
Mayor Giordano announced that the Administration will honor Dr. Birnbaum as Superintendent of the Year.  
Mr. La Ronde requested the Planning Board give an update on the Master Plan.  Council President Stabile suggested the Chair or Vice Chair of the Planning Board provide the update to the Council.   
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Antoinette Rinehart, 93 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after building lots reportedly being put on the market by Watchung Hills.  Mr. Bernstein replied that he had no answer to the question.
  Zainab Nawaz, 222 Grove Street, North Plainfield, asked if  Consent Items “c” and “d” on tonight’s agenda had any relationship to discussions that had occurred regarding the regulation of commercial vehicles.  The Council President replied in the negative, adding that  the topic of commercial vehicles would be discussed further at the December 13th meeting.
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mayor Giordano announced that he will attend an assembly on voting at the Middle School with Assemblywoman Stender.  He congratulated the boys’ soccer team and the football team for their undefeated season.  Lastly, he wished a happy Thanksgiving to all.


Mr. Hollod stated his pleasure with having worked with Mr. Singleterry on Sustainable Jersey; he was pleased to see that several items were already in place, especially the energy efficient items.  


Mr. Singleterry thanked Mr. Hollod for his help and support with Sustainable Jersey.  North Plainfield is ahead of the curve on several of these initiatives.  He wished all present a happy Thanksgiving.


Mr. Righetti wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.


Mr. Merrill congratulated both the boys and girls soccer teams on their seasons, as well as the coaches. 

Mr. La Ronde wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.  He announced that he is looking forward to the tree lighting on December 5, 2010.

Mr. Hitchcock stated that they now have a complete eagle atop our flag thanks to Nick Ciampa. 

Council President Stabile expressed his anticipation of viewing the video of tonight’s meeting.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

11/22/10


