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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 24 January 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, January 24, 2011 at  8:57  p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes

Robert E. Hitchcock  






Lawrence La Ronde 






Everett Merrill





Frank Righetti  


                                    
            Douglas M. Singleterry
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr. 

David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 
Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:

Council President:

Frank “Skip” Stabile, (excused)
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Hitchcock.        
Council Vice President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Organizational Meeting of January 1, 2011 and the Board of Health, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 10, 2011.
Council Vice President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Organizational Meeting of January 1, 2011:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry

Abstain:  Hitchcock 

Board of Health, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 10, 2011:
All in favor.
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 11-01  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CHAPTER XIII, ENTITLED “WATER AND SEWER,” SPECIFICALLY ARTICLE II, ENTITLED “SEWER,” APPENDIX, ENTITLED “SCHEDULE OF RATES”

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-01 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 
Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council Vice President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mrs. Forbes stated that item “e” should be removed as the application is not complete.  Vice President Singleterry agreed to withdraw item “e” from the Consent Agenda.   


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

01-24-11-02a, b, c, d, f, g, h, i, j, k and l
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02a   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPROVING FINAL PARTIAL PAYMENT #5 TO LUCAS CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC. FOR THE 2009 CAPITAL ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PROJECT 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Lucas Construction Group, Inc. for the 2009 Capital Roadway Improvement Program Project (the “Project”) in the Borough of North Plainfield; and,

WHEREAS, Lucas Construction Group, Inc. has submitted an application for Partial Payment #5 (Final) in the amount of Twenty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Four Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($22,544.86), which marks final completion and close-out of the Project; and,

WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has reviewed said request for final payment and has recommended that the Borough of North Plainfield process the payment in the amount of Twenty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Four Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($22,544.86).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council does hereby authorize that Partial Payment #5 (Final) be made to Lucas Construction Group, Inc. in the amount of Twenty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Four Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($22,544.86), representing final completion and close-out of the 2009 Capital Roadway Improvement Program Project, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to execute the final payment. 


RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT WITH DONNELLY ENERGY SOLUTIONS FOR THE PROVISION OF SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE NJ CLEAN ENERGY SMART START DIRECT INSTALL PROGRAM 
WHEREAS, Donnelly Energy Solutions has submitted a 2010 Direct Install Program Application and Participation Agreement, as well as a Direct Install Contractor Agreement, to the Borough of North Plainfield for the provision of services in connection with the NJ Clean Energy Smart Start Direct Install Program, copies of which are attached hereto and made a part hereof; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into such agreements with Donnelly Energy Solutions for the provision of services in connection with the NJ Clean Energy Smart Start Direct Install Program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the 2010 Direct Install Program Application and Participation Agreement and Direct Install Contractor Agreement on behalf of the Borough for the provision of services by Donnelly Energy Solutions in connection with the NJ Clean Energy Smart Start Direct Install Program.  

RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ENTERING INTO AN APPROPRIATE JURISDICTIONAL AGREEMENT FOR HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE AND CONTROL OF MAINTAINING SNOW REMOVAL ON THE SIDEWALKS
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Borough of North Plainfield represents that it agrees to, and will, enter into an appropriate Jurisdictional Agreement for Highway Maintenance and Control with the State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation by which the Borough of North Plainfield will assume responsibility of maintaining the sidewalks (only snow removal on the sidewalks).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey acknowledges that the State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation, will rely upon the aforesaid representation in determining whether to continue with the design and construction of the project known as Route 22 Sidewalk Improvements project located in Green Brook Township, North Plainfield Borough and Watchung Borough in Somerset County.  

RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02d  WHEREAS, Giving Nest Preschool and Kindergarten located at St. Luke’s Roman Catholic Church, 300 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct an on-premises (50-50) cash raffle (RA-1074) and an on-premises merchandise raffle (RA-1075) on March 19, 2011; and

WHEREAS, St. Luke’s Church has been issued Identification No. 352-01-14479 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to St. Luke’s Church to conduct an on-premises cash raffle (50-50) and an on premises merchandise raffle (tricky tray) on March 19, 2011 at 300 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.
RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Cesar Ispin



Marco A. Vasconez

350 Leslie Avenue


144 Somerset Street, Apt. 2B

Piscataway, NJ  08854

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Hector A. Fiallos


Luis A. Pocon-Gonzalez

17 Myrtle Avenue


259 Manning Avenue, Apt. 1

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

North Plainfield, NJ  07060
RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02g  ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS ASSESSMENT

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has launched its pioneering Public Archives and Records Infrastructure Support (PARIS) grant program to meet the strategic records management, needs of county and municipal governments; and

WHEREAS, in support of this program Access Systems has been contracted through Somerset County to perform Disaster Preparedness Assessments focused on essential records and develop draft Business Records Continuity Plans (BRCP) and Disaster Preparedness Assessment Reports for each of the 21 municipalities within the County.

WHEREAS, also included as a part of this project was a preparedness review of all of the County’s departments and divisions with regards to their respective abilities to protect and readily access essential records in event of a disaster.
WHEREAS, this document addresses the project’s findings within the various functional units of each municipality as well as provides recommendations for the municipality to further protect its own records and ensure their accessibility in the event of a disaster. 

WHEREAS, a separate document given to the county called the “Municipal Business Records Protection Assessment Summary Report,” presents a summary of the findings among the 21 municipalities and their ability to respond to a disaster affecting electronic and hardcopy records.  Additionally, the summary document also identifies common areas needing improvements in disaster prevention and recovery among the municipalities, and where the County may be able to provide further assistance related to protecting essential municipal records.  This document will be used by the county to identify further potential grant funding to assist the municipalities in their endeavors to enhance their disaster preparedness and Business Records Continuity Plans (BRCP)

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough has received the Disaster Preparedness Assessment in addition to the Business Records Continuity Plans (BRCP) prepared by Access Systems per the contract with Somerset County.  
RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02h  WHEREAS, the following applicants have filed application for coin-operated amusement devices license for calendar year 2011 and have submitted the required fees; and

WHEREAS, review of the applications with accompanying sketches and investigation of the sites by appropriate Borough officials disclosed that the granting of the application would be in order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that coin-operated amusement devices licenses be granted to the following applicants for calendar year 2011 in accordance with the filed applications, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2:

Gary Levendusky, t/a Top Shelf
164 Somerset Street

North Plainfield

Luis Chavez & Juan Duran, t/a

Tesoro Savadoreño

64 Somerset Street

North Plainfield 
RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02i  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 3.09 Lot 14


$     381.04

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital

Certificate #10-00006





50 So. 16th Street Suite 1950

Premium



       400.00

Philadelphia, PA 19102-2313

Block 128 Lot 3


$     176.77

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 


Certificate #10-00117






Premium



    1,800.00



Block 104 Lot 34


$  4,106.34

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital
Certificate #08-00108





50 So 16th Street Suite 1950








Philadelphia, PA  19102-2313
Block 125 Lot 16


$     492.76

Stonefield Invest. Fund 1, LLC
Certificate #10-00114





21 Robert Pitt Dr. Suite 202
Premium



       100.00

Monsey, NY  10952









Block 178 Lot 20


$     607.86

Stonefield Investment 
Certificate #10-00166






Premium



       400.00



Block 94 Lot 20


$ 11,516.24

Diane Scotland/Lionhart Fin.
Certificate #10-00085





PO Box 3059
Premium



     4,800.00

Upper Montclair, NJ  07043
Block 4.02 Lot 10


$ 15,108.02

James Pilewski
Certificate #07-00014





346 South Avenue








Fanwood, NJ  07023
Block 140 Lot 10.15 condo

$       724.65

Matthew Casella
Certificate #10-00125





47 Hickory Avenue
Premium



         200.00

West Milford, NJ  07480
Block 184 Lot 5


$       373.92

V. Gupta & Co., Inc.
Certificate #10-00172





2449 Kennedy Blvd.
Premium



         100.00

Jersey City, NJ  07304
Block 49 Lot 5


$       720.44

V. Gupta & Co., Inc.
Certificate #10-00051







Premium



         300.00

Block 47 Lot 15


$    1,091.66

V. Gupta & Co., Inc.
Certificate #10-00046







Premium



         600.00









Block 94 Lot 10


$    1,255.93

V. Gupta & Co., Inc.
Certificate #10-00084







Premium



         400.00



Block 92 Lot 38


$       686.12

V. Gupta & Co., Inc. 

Certificate #10-00083







Premium



         300.00









Block 92 Lot 19


$   1,374.92

V. Gupta & Co., Inc.
Certificate #10-00081







Premium



        500.00









Block 94 Lot 10


$      321.58

Ahmed Saghir
Certificate #09-00280





20 Richard Road 








Monmouth Junction, NJ  08852
Block 59 Lot 5


$   1,010.85

Ace Plus/LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00059





1416 Avenue L
Premium



        500.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230
Block 101 Lot 45


$      858.19

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00097







Premium 



        400.00


Block 176 Lot 3


$      416.19

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00160



Premium



        200.00

Block 7 Lot 1



$      786.67

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00012
Premium



        500.00

Block 84 Lot 6


$      499.58

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler 
Certificate #10-00074






Premium



        300.00

Block 203.02 Lot 14


$      417.16

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00187
Premium



        300.00

Block 16 Lot 25


$      768.04

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00016
Premium



        500.00

Block 10 Lot 6


$      428.67

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00013
Premium 



        400.00

Block 199.03 Lot 3


$      878.78

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler

Certificate #10-00178

Premium 



        400.00 

Block 50 Lot 7


$      887.74

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler

Certificate #10-00053

Premium 



        400.00

Block 97 Lot 12.01


$      627.48

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00089

Premium



        400.00

Block 161.01 Lot 8


$      416.39

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00155

Premium



        200.00

Block 180 Lot 19


$      372.89

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler

Certificate #10-00169

Premium



        200.00

Block 176 Lot 22


$      374.68

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00163





200 South Park Rd., Suite 320QQ

Premium                                                      100.00

Hollywood, FL  33021

Block 91 Lot 19


$       761.38

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00080

Premium                                                       300.00
Block 52 Lot 23


$        524.00 

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00055

Premium 



          500.00

Block 126 Lot 5


$        311.41

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00115

Premium



          400.00

Block 68 Lot 20


$        621.45

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00061

Premium



          400.00

Block 18 Lot 22


$        727.71

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00022

Premium



          500.00 

Block 161.01 Lot 10


$        915.87

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00156

Premium 



          400.00

Block 86 Lot 11


$     1,756.31

US Bank Cust/Sass Mun. VI

Certificate #10-00078





50 South 16th St., Suite 1950

Premium



     13,900.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 84 Lot 14


$     4,479.19

JN Properties 

Certificate #07-00061





175 Market Street #301









Paterson, NJ  07505

Block 129 Lot 2


$        848.59

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler 

Certificate #10-00118





1416 Avenue L

Premium



          400.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230

Block 146 Lot 1


$        441.38

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00135





200 South Park Rd., Suite 320QQ

Premium



          100.00

Hollywood, FL  33021

Block 178 Lot 10


$        536.51

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00165

Premium



          300.00

Block 96 Lot 9


$        469.14

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00088

Premium



          400.00

Block 176 Lot 9


$     1,273.84

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP
Certificate #10-00161

Premium



          400.00 

Block 3.04 Lot 8


$        374.68

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00005

Premium



          400.00 
Block 203 Lot 20


$        685.12

Stonefield Invest Fund 1 LLC

Certificate #10-00185





21 Robert Pitt Dr Suite 202
Premium



          500.00

Monsey, NY  10952

Block 103 Lot 32


$      1,069.24

Stonefield Invest Fund 1 LLC

Certificate #10-00102

Premium



           400.00

Block 160.02 Lot 9


$         225.20

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler

Certificate #10-00154





1416 Avenue L

Premium



           200.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230

Block 96 Lot 2


$         675.04

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler

Certificate #10-00087

Premium



           300.00

Block 101 Lot 38


$       1,141.53

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00096



Premium



            500.00

Block 100 Lot 4


$       5,002.63

Diane Scotland/Lionhart

Certificate #10-00095





PO Box 3059

Premium



         1,800.00

Upper Montclair, NJ  07043

Block 143 Lot 21


$       3,293.92

US Bank Cust/ProCapital

Certificate #10-00134





50 So. 16th Street, Suite 1950

Premium



            600.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 2.01 Lot 6


$          330.45

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 

Certificate #10-00001

Premium



            400.00


RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02j  WHEREAS, a County Board Appeal was granted on Block 128 Lot 3, 37 Wilson Avenue, in the name of Robert & Nelida Hayes, and;


WHEREAS, a credit of $1,136.93 was entered on the fourth quarter of 2010, and;


WHEREAS, the full amount of taxes were paid by the mortgage company in error;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Refund Real Estate Taxes:

Robert J. Hayes

$  1,136.93


37 Wilson Avenue


North Plainfield, NJ  07060
RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02k  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Emergency Transport Fee:
Marie Fonte


$     704.00

 

215 North Jackson Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060










 

RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 24th day of January, 2011, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

The withdrawn Resolution No. 01-24-11-02e, which was neither introduced nor adopted this evening contained the following text:
RESOLUTION NO. 01-24-11-02e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2011 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Juan P. Yanez, t/a

Flash Taxi
63 Watchung Avenue
North Plainfield, NJ  07060

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Channel Changes 

	Sunoco Logistics

Sinking Springs, PA
	Re:  Pipeline Safety and You

	The McAuley School for Exceptional Children

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Invitation to the Newly Renovated McAuley School for Exceptional Children 

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Membership Dues 

	Rutgers Center for Government Services

New Brunswick, NJ
	Re:  New Jersey Legislative District Data Book 

	State of New Jersey Department of Workforce Development

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Annual Governor’s Occupational Safety and Health Awards Program 

	Somerset County Community Development Office

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Municipal Participation in the Somerset County Housing Rehabilitation Program – Program Year 2011


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
Mr. La Ronde requested the Council look at the Budget. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that there are still several vehicles parked on the streets which are covered with snow.  The Abandonment of Motor Vehicles statute allows for the towing of such vehicles; this would allow for thorough plowing of the streets.  Mayor Giordano advised that he made a list of abandoned vehicles and requested that the Police Department look into it.    
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod thanked the Council for their support of the consent resolutions.

Mrs. Forbes announced that the Senior Citizens Club and the High School Drama Club will together perform a professional show on April 3, 2011.
Mr. La Ronde inquired after the possibility that a town newsletter could be published to keep residents up to date, if funding were available.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

01/24/11


