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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 28 February 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 28, 2011 at 10:19 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock
 






Everett Merrill 






Frank Righetti


                                    
            Douglas M. Singleterry
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr. 

David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 
Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Members:

Lawrence La Ronde (excused)
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.       
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
MAYORAL PROCLAMATION:


READ ACROSS AMERICA CELEBRATION


Mayor Giordano explained that several volunteers will be reading to various classes for Read Across America Day, then shared the Proclamation as follows:

WHEREAS, the citizens of the Borough of North Plainfield stand firmly committed to promotion reading as the catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the future and their ability to compete in a global economy; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has provided significant leadership in the area of community involvement in the education of our youth, grounded in the principle that educational investment is key to the community’s well being and long-term quality of life; and


WHEREAS, NEA’s Read Across America, a national celebration of reading, will be conducted on March 2, 2011, which would have been the 107th birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss; and


WHEREAS, Read Across America – NJ is being conducted statewide by the New Jersey Education Association, in partnership with the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, the New Jersey Library Association, and their local affiliates across the state to promote reading and adult involvement in the education of our community’s students:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby call upon its citizens to assure that every child is in a safe place reading together with a caring adult on the evening of March 2, 2011; and


BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano, Jr. enthusiastically endorse NEA’s Read Across America and Read Across America-NJ, and recommit our community to engage in programs and activities to make America’s children the best readers in the world.
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Board of Health, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of  February 14, 2011.
Mrs. Forbes requested that the Board of Health minutes be amended to reflect a change in Mr. Lester’s reply regarding vet bills for stray animals; the Borough will only billed when a stray animal is picked up.  The Borough would not be billed if the owner decided to turn an animal in.  She also advised of a misspelled name in the Agenda Conference, “Renna Media.”

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Board of Health as amended, Agenda Conference as amended and Regular Meeting of February 14, 2011: 
Ayes:  Forbes, Merrill, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Hitchcock, Righetti 


HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 11-02  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT ORDINANCE NO. 07-04 AND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY ARTICLE XII, ENTITLED “ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STANDARDS,” BY AMENDING, REVISING AND SUPPLEMENTING SECTIONS 22-138 AND 22-138.1


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. Merrill, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-02 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 11-03  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 14 OF THE BOROUGH CODE, ENTITLED “STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND SANITATION,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 14-8.1 ET SEQ., ENTITLED “BULK WASTE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED”
The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. Merrill, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-03 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

HEARING:

The Council President opened the floor to public comment on the following:
2011 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION
PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-28-11-03a, b, c, d, e, f, g and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03a   AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2011 TEMPORARY BUDGET

WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2011;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2011 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2011:









Salaries 
         Other

  A/C # 
CURRENT FUND



& Wages        
       Expenses

20-100

Department of Administration

$44,750.00
       $4,125.00


20-110

Borough Council



         00.00
         1,375.00

20-120

Borough Clerk




  27,250.00
         6,700.00

20-130

Department of Finance


  58,750.00
         3,375.00

20-135

Annual Audit






         9,000.00

20-145

Tax Collection      
            



         2,375.00


20-150

Division of Assessments

              17,500.00
         1,277.50

20-151

Tax Appeals






         3,750.00

20-155

Department of Law



    

       55,000.00

20-165

Engineering






         9,000.00

20-175

Historical Commission


       900.00                  750.00

21-180

Planning Board



       300.00
         1,500.00

21-185

Board of Adjustment



       300.00
         1,750.00


22-195

Uniform Construction Code

              30,000.00                  450.00

23-210

Liability Insurance

   



     100,000.00

23-220

Group Insurance


  
         

     600,000.00

23-225

Unemployment Compensation

  
                   11,250.00

25-240

Police




         1,233,750.00
       15,712.50


25-241

Crossing Guards


              40,000.00

    0.00

25-252

Emergency Management


    1,675.00
            650.00

25-260

Rescue Squad Contribution




         2,500.00

25-265

Fire Protection




635,000.00
       12,000.00

25-266 
Fire Hydrant



  


       47,900.00


25-267

Uniform Fire Code



    3,000.00
         1,862.50

25-268

LOSAP




    

         2,000.00


25-269

Emergency Medical Services



    
         1,750.00


25-275

Borough Prosecutor



    3,750.00

    0.00

26-290

Streets & Roads


            195,000.00
       90,500.00

26-310

Buildings & Grounds





       14,000.00


26-315

Vehicle Maintenance





       40,500.00

27-330

Health





  48,750.00
       28,250.00


27-340

Dog Regulation





         9,750.00

28-370

Recreation


    

  19,187.50 
         4,250.00

28-375

Maintenance of Parks





         1,625.00


28-380

Shade Tree Advisory Board




         2,500.00

30-415

Retirement Benefits



       

       63,500.00


30-420

Celebration of Public Events




         1,825.00

31-201

Contingent






         1,375.00

31-430

Electricity






       93,750.00

31-440

Telephone






       16,500.00

31-445

Water







         5,000.00

31-446

Natural Gas






       13,750.00

31-460

Gasoline






       39,250.00

31-461

Technology






         3,750.00

31-462 
Postage





                     8,000.00

31-471

Employees Retirement System



     197,086.00

36-472

Social Security





       84,250.00

36-474

Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement



                0.00


36-475

Police/Fireman Retirement




  1,718,777.00

41-899

Matching Funds for Grants




         1,250.00

42-300

COAH Housing





         1,250.00

42-305

Somerset County Recycling




       47,500.00

42-405

Parking Authority



  14,500.00

    0.00

42-520

NJDEP Permit Fee





         3,937.50

45-925

Note Principle





                 181,725.00

43-490

Municipal Court



  71,000.00
         3,795.00

43-495

Public Defender


         


         1,000.00
62-405
 
Capital Equipment  


                              
         9,750.00
Totals



      
       $2,445,362.50      $3,402,723.00



SEWER FUND




55-501

Sewer Operating


          $  46,750.00
   $  10,500.00

55-502

Plainfield Area Regional Sewer



     500,000.00

55-541

Social Security


        

      
         3,500.00
55-542

Unemployment Comp Insurance                                                        250.00


    Totals Sewer Utility

          $  46,750.00         $514,250.00
RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to cancel the following outstanding checks:




Check #
Date

Amount
Unity # 770002392

  7714

01/10

$    40.00  Current





  7744

01/10

      20.00





  9480



     100.00





  9728



   1640.34





  9809



     214.59




           
10157



   2200.00





10262



   1306.87

Unity # 7700022830

104972


     304.61  Payroll





102176


       63.49





102384


     316.58





102810


     156.50





103041

                 920.72





103587


     154.86





103790


     977.82





103959


     863.80





105473


     168.93





105710


       66.84





106405


     103.10





106444


     190.02





106791


     146.66





106835


       16.25




107292


       31.60





107511


     206.14




107831


     373.91





107522


     196.86





107908


     328.23





107982


     212.49





108165


     162.37

Unity # 770002848

3406

12/09

       41.13  Agency





3398

10/09

     138.12
Wachovia # 2000099880190
1179

08/10

     660.00  Escrow 
RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03c  RESOLUTION DEMANDING THAT THE STATE FUND ITS SHARE OF THE PENSION
Recognizing that in recent years the State has required municipalities such as North Plainfield to pay double digit increases into the pension system along with penalties for  deferred payments while simultaneously refusing to pay its share of pension payments, continuing a trend that has perpetuated for over ten years;   

WHEREAS, New Jersey is facing a major fiscal crisis due to the State’s unfunded pension liability that threatens the economic vitality of the State and its municipalities; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey’s defined benefit pension systems are underfunded by more than $170 billion, an amount equivalent to 44% of gross state product and 328 percent of the state’s explicit government debt; and
WHEREAS, depending on market conditions, the State will begin to run out of money to provide benefits between 2013 and 2019; and
WHEREAS, the State’s five defined benefit pension plans cover 780,000 workers, and more than a quarter million retirees who depend on State pensions paying out almost $6 billion per year in benefits; and
WHEREAS, mandatory pension increases and penalties for deferred payment imposed by the State onto municipalities has been a major factor in property tax increases; and
WHEREAS, this year the State refused to contribute its 3.1 billion share into the Pension system while simultaneously requiring municipalities such as North Plainfield to pay a 22% increase in their pension obligations; and
WHEREAS, the current pension policies of the State are unsustainable and will result in further tax increases, in addition to missing out on recent stock market gains; and
WHEREAS, while recognizing the need for reform, the State must lead by example and pay its pension obligations, particularly if it continues to mandate increases and penalties for deferred payment from municipalities;  and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, demand that the State start paying its pension obligations to ensure the fiscal and economic sustainability of the State and its municipalities, particularly if municipalities like North Plainfield are mandated (each year) to pay double digit pension increases and penalties for deferred payments.       

RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:
Block 149 Lot 11

$ 2,773.00

Lindsay G. Gambini

4th Quarter 2010




91 Rockview Avenue








North Plainfield, NJ  07060 
RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 195 Lot 27


$     561.95

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital

Certificate #10-00176





50 So. 16th Street Suite 1950







       

Philadelphia, PA 19102-2313

Block 105 Lot 1


$65,266.05

Plymouth Park Tax Service 
Certificate #08-00109





PO Box 5822
Premium



    2,000.00

New York, NY  10087-5822







Block 203.01 Lot 9


$     233.87

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z Zahler 
Certificate #10-00186





1416 Avenue L


Premium



       100.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230



Block 103 Lot 14


$     225.20

 Ace Plus LLC c/o Z Zahler
Certificate #10-00101

Premium 



       100.00







Block 170.01 Lot 6


$     365.93

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z Zahler 

Certificate #10-00158







Premium 



       200.00



Block 140 Lot 17


$  1,637.70

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z Zahler


Certificate #10-00126







Premium



    1,000.00



Block 2.03 Lot 11


$     407.68

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z Zahler
Certificate #10-00002

Premium



       100.00

Block 95 Lot 6


$  1,173.33

Alterna Tax Cert. Fund 

Certificate #10-00086





200 South Park Rd, Suite 320QQ

Premium



       400.00

Hollywood, FL  33021
Block 84 Lot 10


$     704.51

Alterna Tax Cert. Fund

Certificate #10-00075


Premium



       300.00

Block 195 Lot 27


$16,895.02

JN Properties 

Certificate #07-00117





175 Market Street #301

Premium



    1,100.00

Paterson, NJ  07505
Block 195 Lot 27


$  6,189.90

JN Properties 

Certificate #09-00364

Block 43 Lot 3


$     678.19

Kavita

Certificate #09-00238





3 Mershon Lane









Plainsboro, NJ  08536

Block 146 Lot 7


$     374.07

Matthew Casella

Certificate #10-00136





47 Hickory Avenue

Premium 



       200.00

West Milford, NJ  07480

RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2011 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Robert D. Sarfatty, t/a

B&A Senior Transportation LLC
579 Fisk Place
North Plainfield, NJ  07063
RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Annette Sarfatty 


Blanca C. Shulca

579 Fisk Place



14 Linden Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07063

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 02-28-11-03h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 28th day of February, 2011, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	County Board of Taxation

Somerville, NJ 
	Re:  Preliminary Equalization Table for 2011

	Constantine Stamos, Esq.

Northvale, NJ
	Re:  Public Notice of North Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjustment Public Hearing 

	State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Land Use Regulation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Authorization for Freshwater Wetlands Statewide General Permit, Water Quality Certification and Waiver of Transition Area for Access 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mrs. Forbes requested a resolution recognizing March as Women’s History Month. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that he would appreciate more clarity on the microphones.  He recalled that the Historic Preservation Commission volunteered many years ago to get the Borough certified as many properties appeared to be out of compliance.  The State Historic Preservation Office advised that they may have a copy of the 2008 CLG report on file.  He expressed the need for the CLG status to be kept current.

John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, commended Chief Parenti for his information tonight.  He announced his support for the local dispatchers as a short response time is needed.    
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mrs. Forbes thanked Chiefs Eaton and Parenti for their terrific presentation. 

Mr. Hitchcock explained that the Historic Preservation Commission inherited a file cabinet of information; there are several other cabinets between the mansion and community center which are not labeled.  A timely CLG report for 2010 will be submitted.   It’s possible to compose a 2009 report as well.  If there is a 2008 report extant, the Borough’s original copy will be sought. 
Mr. Singleterry commented that the study for the Fire Department was done at no cost to the Borough tax payers. 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Merrill, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:37 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

02/28/11


