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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, July 25, 2011 at 7:33 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Robert E. Hitchcock






Lawrence La Ronde






Everett Merrill   






Frank Righetti
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr.

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator




Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes (excused)




Douglas M. Singleterry (excused)  

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Righetti.            
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of July 11, 2011.
Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of July 11, 2011:  All in favor.    
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 11-06  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER II, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE I, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATIVE CODE,” SECTION 2-7 ENTITLED “DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE,” TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION 2-7.7

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-06 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 11-07  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII ENTITLED, “TRAFFIC,” SECTION 7-15.1 ENTITLED “HANDICAPPED PARKING ON STREET,” SCHEDULE XXII, ENTITLED “ON-STREET HANDICAPPED PARKING,” SECTION 7-16, ENTITLED “ON-STREET PARKING FOR POLICE VEHICLES,” SCHEDULE XXV, ENTITLED “ON-STREET PARKING RESERVED FOR POLICE VEHICLES,” AND SCHEDULE II, ENTITLED “NO PARKING” AND TO ADD A NEW SCHEDULE XXVIII, ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL VEHICLE PARKING”

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the handicapped parking space will have a time restriction; he related his concerns about an individual with a handicapped placard who may work in the area using this space for the whole day.      
Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-07 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 11-08  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53 FOR PREPARATION OF THE MASTER PLAN


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the $75,000 was already listed in the Budget.  Mr. Hollod answered that the current line item was approximately $21,000; the additional amount will fund the Historic Preservation element.  Mr. La Ronde questioned if the $75,000 is to be spread over five years; Mr. Hollod answered in the affirmative and advised that they may put the $21,000 appropriation toward the payback.  Mr. Hitchcock explained that the historic preservation element in the Master Plan will be funded by the State Department of Transportation as part of the Grove Street sidewalk remediation.     

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-08 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

07-25-11-04a, b, c, d and e
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-04a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP FOR 2011 MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING SERVICES
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a professional and/or firm to perform engineering services for the Borough for calendar year 2011; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough has received a proposal from Birdsall Services Group to perform such engineering services for the Borough for calendar year 2011 for the sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,550.00) per month, plus additional amounts for non-retainer services; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to retain the services of Birdsall Services Group to perform various engineering work for the Borough, subject to the certification of sufficient funds, and believes that Birdsall Services Group is eminently qualified to perform such municipal engineering services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Birdsall Services Group to perform municipal engineering services for the Borough of North Plainfield for the 2011 calendar year for the sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,550.00) per month, plus additional amounts for non-retainer services is hereby accepted, subject to the certification of sufficient funds, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute an Agreement with Birdsall Services Group on behalf of the Borough.  

RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-04b  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO ACT AND EXECUTE AGREEMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH DURING THE TIME THE BOROUGH COUNCIL IS NOT IN SESSION

WHEREAS, there are certain periods of time when the Borough Council is not in session and no meetings are scheduled and/or held by the Borough Council; and,


WHEREAS, during such time when the Borough Council is not in session, or where otherwise appropriate and/or necessary, certain actions may need to be taken by the Borough of North Plainfield with respect to paying bills, executing agreements and other such items; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Council will only be holding one (1) meeting during the time period between July 25, 2011 and September 12, 2011; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the Mayor and/or Mayor and Borough Clerk to take any necessary action on behalf of the Borough during the time the Borough Council is not in session including, but not limited to, paying bills and executing agreements on behalf of the Borough.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and/or the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to pay bills, execute any and all agreements and/or take any other action on behalf of the Borough which becomes necessary during the time the Borough Council is not in session and no meetings are scheduled and/or held by the Borough Council.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-04c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Alondra D. Torres
319 Franklin Place, Apt. C

 Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-04d  WHEREAS, the mortgage company and title company paid fourth quarter taxes on Block 6.01 Lot 30.06 CONDO, 401 Highway 22, B30 U6 in the name of Janet Serrano, and;

WHEREAS, an overpayment of $1,175.87 exists on this property because of the double payment on the fourth quarter of 2010, and,

WHEREAS, the mortgage company has instructed the Borough to refund the overpayment to the homeowner;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:


Refund Real Estate Taxes:

Janet Serrano 


$ 1,175.87


401 Highway 22 B30 U6


North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 07-25-11-04e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 25th day of July, 2011, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Kleinfelder

Hamilton, NJ
	Re:  PI #007677, Exxon #33249, 922 US Highway 22, North Plainfield

	WPQJ970 Radio
	Re:  Car Cruise July 18 Announcement 

	Borough of Dunellen Recreation Department
	Re:  Summer Camp Games

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for June 2011

	Shade Tree Advisory Board
	Re:  Letter to Department of Public Works Concerning Borough Trees

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 11-4.2

	
	Re:  Violation 22-115.7

	
	Re:  Violation of 11-4.2

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  June 2011 Bulletin 

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice to Public Service Electric and Gas Company Customers 

	Comcast 

Union, NJ
	Re:  New Bundles and the Jewish Channel on Demand Launch 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
Mr. Righetti commented on how pleased he was to see the State Department of Transportation working on the Somerset Street overpass today.  Council President Stabile added that they were picking up litter, cutting the grass, weeding, patching pot holes and they will pave the overpass in the fall.  Mayor Giordano explained that he had called the Governor’s office and the State Senator in order to get this done.  Tongue in cheek, the Council President said that it was his understanding that the Governor would be sent a property maintenance citation if the overpass was not cleaned up. 

Mr. Hitchcock expressed the need for a resolution on the Vermeule Mansion agreement.  The Council President advised that it would be done soon.

Mr. La Ronde requested that the website be checked to ensure that all information has been updated.  Mr. Phoenix explained that the webmaster is currently upgrading the website.

Mr. Righetti suggested obtaining a piece of the World Trade Center for display.  

Council President Stabile explained that a concerned resident informed him that many people walk their dogs on the Vermeule lawn and do not pick up after them; he proposed that “curb your dog” signs be put up around the property.    
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, explained that his comments from the July 11 meeting about amending the commercial vehicle ordinance referenced comments made by the Council at the May 9 meeting.  He advised that the North Plainfield Business Association supported limiting the parking of commercial vehicles to those under 4 tons.  He strongly urged effective and efficient enforcement of the current ordinance.  He also commented that were it not for the efforts of Mr. Apgar, there would be a dog dropping disaster on the Vermeule lawn.   
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mayor Giordano commented that the July 18 Car Cruise on Somerset Street was well attended.  He announced that National Night Out will be held on August 2; there will be a display by the public safety services and a free shredding from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  The North Plainfield Forum and the Mayor’s Office will hold a memorial service on the tenth anniversary of September 11 at 3:00 pm at the Community Center, in the event of inclement weather it will be held at St. Luke’s Church.  


The Mayor announced that he and Mr. Hollod had met with representatives of the Postal Service regarding the possible closure of the North Plainfield branch.  The Post Office requested a community meeting on August 30 at the East End School Community Room at 7:00 pm.  He explained that even with part time hours, the branch had brought in $2,500,000 last year, particularly through stamp and money order sales.  

Mr. Hollod added that the Mayor strongly urged a later date for the meeting as late summer may be difficult for some residents to attend.  He suggested it would be a travesty for a town of approximately 23,000 residents to lose their post office when significantly smaller towns would keep theirs.  The estimated tax bills went out; both Somerset County and the State have advised that they will be striking their tax rate in the upcoming week.  
Mr. Merrill announced that Eric Fredericks, a senior from North Plainfield High School, received the Nestor J. MacDonald Memorial Scholarship from the New Jersey State Golf Association.  This prestigious scholarship is only awarded once every four years; he will attend Rutgers in the fall.  Mr. Fredericks also received a high math award from the High School.  An article is posted on NJ.com under the high school sports blog heading.     

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

07/25/11


