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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on  Monday, 15 August 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, August 15, 2011 at 7:56 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Robert E. Hitchcock






Mary H. Forbes 






Lawrence La Ronde






Everett Merrill   






Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry

Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr.

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator




Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Merrill.              
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 25, 2011.  Mr. Merrill advised of a spelling mistake in the last paragraph. 
Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes (as amended):

Regular Meeting of July 25, 2011: 

Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Stabile

Abstain:  Forbes, Singleterry     
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

08-15-11-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE FEDERAL SAFER GRANT

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield applied for a grant from the Federal SAFER Grant program for the purpose of receiving funding to raise the Borough of North Plainfield’s firefighting/EMT staff to the recommended number of twenty-eight (28) firefighters/EMTs; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield’s grant application was approved for three (3) additional firefighters/EMTs to reach the recommended number of twenty-eight (28) firefighters/EMTs; and,


WHEREAS, the Federal SAFER Grant that was awarded will provide the Borough of North Plainfield with Two Hundred Twenty-Nine Thousand Dollars ($229,000) over the course of two (2) years to pay for the three (3) firefighters’/EMTs’ salaries and benefits; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield’s acceptance of the Federal SAFER Grant will promote the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Borough by providing additional firefighting/EMT personnel.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby accepts the Federal SAFER Grant in the amount of Two Hundred Twenty-Nine Thousand Dollars ($229,000) to pay for the salaries and benefits of three (3) additional firefighters/EMTs for the Borough.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Raul Acosta
692 2nd Street
 Trenton, NJ  08611

RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01c  WHEREAS, HSA McAuley School has been issued Identification No. 528-5-23843 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and has applied for a raffles license to conduct calendar raffles from October 1, 2011 through December 22, 2011; and

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to HSA McAuley School to conduct raffles from October 1, 2011 through December 22, 2011.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01d  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Rescue Squad, 334 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey has filed an application for a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways for the purpose of soliciting contributions at the intersection of Jackson Avenue and Somerset Street on August 20, 2011 and August 27, 2011 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on both days; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield reviewed said application and determined that the granting of said application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways be granted to said North Plainfield Rescue Squad for charitable solicitation at the intersection of Jackson Avenue and Somerset Street on August 20, 2011 and August 27, 2011 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  on both days in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 7-19.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01e  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD YEAR 2012 MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE REQUEST FOR APPLICATION WITH SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS   


WHEREAS, the County of Somerset has issued a request for application which would provide $17,420 to the Borough of North Plainfield for the provision of municipal alliance activities for prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse in North Plainfield; and



WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield will secure a 75% match of $13,065.00 of in-kind services and a 25% cash match of $4,355.00 will be raised by the Municipal Alliance Committee or provided by the municipality, and a copy of the proposed agreement is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign the original of this agreement.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Dumpster Bond:

Peter Bartell
 


$ 200.00

308 Muriel Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:


Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder

Block 22 Lot 25.01

$ 3,674.32

Divot Capital  


Certificate #10-00026




200 So. Park Rd., Suite 320

Premium


   2,200.00

Hollywood, FL  33021

Block 83 Lot 7

$ 9,708.67

US Bank/Cust Lien Logic Fund


Certificate #09-00270




50 16th Street, Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA 19102-2513



Block 15.03 Lot 32

$ 9,070.33

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z Zahler 


Certificate #10-00014




1414 Avenue L


Premium


      400.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230


Block 131 Lot 32

$ 1,068.86

US Bank-Cust/Sass Mun VI


Certificate #10-00121




50 S. 16th Street, Suite 1950


Premium                                        300.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102


RESOLUTION NO. 08-15-11-01h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 15th day of August, 2011, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Digital Adapter Service Available 

	New Jersey Transit 

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Senior Citizen and Disabled Resident Transportation Assistance Program Hearings

	New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  NJDOT Municipal Aid, Bikeway and Safe Streets to Transit Programs

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  August 4, 2011 Meeting Agenda and July 7, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

	
	Re:  3rd Quarter 2011 Billing 

	Patricia Klatt

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notification Letter for 47 Myrtle Avenue Applying for Certificate of Appropriateness at the August 9 Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

	County of Somerset 


	Re:  2011 Youth Services Commission Annual Grant

	Coded Systems

Spring Lake Heights, NJ
	Re:  Borough Code

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for July 2011

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 22-115.7

	
	Re:  Violation of 22-115.26

	
	Re:  Violation of 11-4.3

	
	Re:  Violation of 11-4

	Planning Board of the City of Plainfield
	Re:  Notice of Public Hearing 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mrs. Forbes requested further information on the Rescue Squad report as forwarded by the Clerk’s Office.  The Council President stated that they will be asked to attend the next meeting.  


Mr. Merrill explained that a large tree had fallen over the weekend at Greenbrook Road and West End Avenue; he requested a study on the older trees in town.  Mr. Hitchcock will reach out to Mr. D’Amore for this information; he advised that the tree that came down was a relatively healthy locust.  Mr. Merrill reported that the County got involved when a tree on Route 22 came down about a year ago.    
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if taxi drivers are advised to not use their car horns as a doorbell.  He asked how the parking of commercial vehicles in residential zones positively impacts the quality of life.  He announced his objection to commercial vehicles being parked in a driveway next to his home.
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mrs. Forbes thanked the Fire Department for their initiative with the FEMA grant.  She thanked Messrs. Hollod and DeBlasio for their efforts. 

Mr. Hitchcock congratulated the Fire Department.  He announced that the Eagle Scout would start on the landscaping project at the Mansion when school returns to session.  

Messrs. La Ronde, Righetti and Singleterry thanked the Fire Department for their efforts on the FEMA grant. 

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

08/15/11


