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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on  Monday, 12 September 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 12, 2011 at 8:24 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Robert E. Hitchcock






Mary H. Forbes 






Lawrence La Ronde






Everett Merrill   






Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry

Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr.

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator




Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.               
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of August 15, 2011.  
Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of August 15, 2011:  All in favor. 

Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-09 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing October 11, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

 The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 11-09  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC”, MOST NOTABLY SECTION 7-4.2, “GENERAL PROHIBITIONS FOR PARKING OF CERTAIN VEHICLES” AND CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 22-115.7, “COMMERCIAL VEHICLES IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES”. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. Bernstein requested that item “h” be amended to indicate personnel matters- municipal court administrator. 


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-12-11-02a, b, c, d, e, f, g and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02a  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT PUBLIC WORKS COMMODITIES AND SERVICES THROUGH COOPERATIVE AND JOINT PURCHASING AND SERVICES WITH SOMERSET COUNTY, JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021

WHEREAS, the County of Somerset is a leader in the concept of shared services as evidenced by a history of Interlocal Services Agreements pursuant to N.J.A.C. 40:8A-1 et seq. and Cooperative Pricing System #2-SOCCP pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5) and N.J.A.C.  5:34-7 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the County of Somerset is desirous of contracting public works services of the county municipalities and public units in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq. and the terms of an agreement, copy of which is on file with the Clerk of the Board; and


WHEREAS, the County of Somerset is desirous of implementing a Commodity Resale System in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-7 for the resale of gasoline, diesel fuel, snow removal chemicals and public works materials and supplies and will act as lead Agency for the County municipalities and public units desiring membership; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of North Plainfield wishes to enter into this Master Agreement for services as described above.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize execution of the agreement by the Mayor and Borough Clerk to accept public works commodities and services through cooperative and joint purchasing and services with Somerset County for the period of January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2021.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Ana Perez




Jose B. Perez

315 Franklin Place, Apt. B2


382 Somerset Street, Apt. 3

Plainfield, NJ  07060



North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Herberth R. Lopez-Martinez


Abdul R. Rana

1161 South 2nd Street



301 Maple Avenue, Apt. 239

Plainfield, NJ  07063



North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02c  WHEREAS, HSA McAuley School,  107 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct a three-month Calendar Raffle from November 1, 2011 through January 24, 2012; and


WHEREAS, HSA McAuley School has been issued Identification No. 528-5-23843 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


WHEREAS, this Resolution rescinds Resolution No. 08-15-11-01c previously adopted by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield at its Regular Meeting of 15 August 2011, and corrects the dates of the three-month Calendar Raffle accordingly.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to HSA McAuley School for a three-month Calendar Raffle  to be held November 1, 2011 through January 24, 2012 at 107 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02d  WHEREAS,  the United States Postal System, its reliable, accessible service to the populace and its availability to every resident at convenient locations has been a reality and expectation since the days of Founding Father Doctor Benjamin Franklin,  the Nation’s First Postmaster.  Local post offices nationwide have served as centers of commerce and communications in great cities and frontier towns alike; and

WHEREAS, in the twenty-first century, a time of instant global communication, the need for a local post office for each community has not diminished.  It is part and parcel of a town’s identity and a source of needed services for the populace, and able to provide this range of services unavailable elsewhere, including affordable international shipping, certified legal mailing services and postal money orders amongst many other post office based services; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has fought for years to maintain its own clear identity for itself and its residents.  It is part of a busy neighborhood of municipalities in this County and State as well as being frequently and readily mis-identified with its neighbors and similarly named towns.  The local post office, conveniently and centrally located in this town buttresses our town’s vital identity and unique character; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield desires to assure the continued operation and staffing of its own centrally-located post office, convenient to all North Plainfielders of all ages and walks of life; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield is acknowledging that our post office provides more than simple but necessary services.  With its central location, it is part of the very heart and soul of this proud community.

NOW, therefore, be it resolved by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that this Council does support the continued operation of the North Plainfield Post Office, centrally located and convenient to all, and does hereby implore the U.S. Postmaster General and the President of the United States to join in this wholehearted support and continued operation of this hometown facility.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:

Block 203.06 Lot 39
 

$ 4,010.98
GMAC Mortgage

3rd Quarter 2011




Post Office Box 961219








Ft. Worth, TX  76161-021

RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:


Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder

Block 203.08 Lot 38

$      684.85

V. Gupta & Co.

Certificate #10-00195




2449 Kennedy Boulevard


Premium 


        100.00

Jersey City, NJ  07304


Block 34 Lot 7

$ 42,701.02

US Bank/Cust Lien Logic Fund


Certificate #08-00041




50 16th Street, Suite 1950


Premium


   22,000.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513


Block 47 Lot 14

$      593.37

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z Zahler


Certificate #10-00045




1416 Avenue L


Premium                                          600.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230


RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 12th day of September, 2011, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-11-02h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall convene in executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on: 

Personnel Matters – Municipal Court Administrator 

Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.   The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken following end of executive session.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  New Bundles, Comcast Channels Deletions and Service Name Changes

	Tyree Environmental Corp.

Cinnaminson, NJ
	Re:  Public Notification and Outreach Letter Former Getty Service Station 58 Greenbrook Road

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Make Plans to Attend the Annual Business Meeting: November 17, 2011

	
	Re:  League Compliance With the Open Public Records Act 

	
	Re:  Governor Declares State of Emergency in Anticipation of Hurricane Irene 

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Resolution Appointing Legal Counsel 

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Joseph L. Benham Notice of Violation Block 166, Lot 6 

	
	Re:  Ray’s Sport Shop, 559 Route 22 West

	
	Re:  2011 Mid-Year Status Report 

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 11-4 

	
	Re:  Violation of 11-4.3

	North Plainfield Citizen’s for Community Rights

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Numerous Health, Housing and Property Violations  

	Somerset County Planning Board


	Re:  Final Draft “Making Connections: Somerset County’s Circulation Plan” and Public Hearing

	The Star Ledger
	Re:  Judge Bars Private E-Mails For Boro’s Official Business

	Motiva Enterprises LLC

Oldwick, NJ
	Re:  Notification of Environmental Investigation 

	Somerset County Park Commission Horticulture Department
	Re:  Putting Your Garden to Bed Field Study

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice to Public Services Electric and Gas Company Customers 

	WPQJ970 Radio
	Re:  Farmers’ Market/Schools’ In Announcement Airs Summer 2011

	La Hacienda Restaurant Inc.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Transfer of Liquor License

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Local Aid District 3 Office Address Change

	
	Re:  Request for NJDEP Freshwater Wetlands General Permit US Corridor 

	Superior Court of New Jersey Municipal Division

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  2011/2012 Annual Visitation of the North Plainfield Municipal Court 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde questioned the status of the taxi ordinance amendments.  The Council President advised of several items brought to the attention of the governing body regarding local taxi operations that go beyond the state legislation.  He suggested the formation of a subcommittee in the fall. 

Mr. Singleterry requested the green building design ordinance.


Mr. Merrill requested an update on the Borough tree survey.  Mr. D’Amore spoke of the State required tree inventory being conducted now by the Shade Tree Advisory Board.  In the beginning of this year, a list was comprised of 28 trees that after inspection need to come down; to date, those trees have not been touched.  Mr. Hitchcock reminded everyone that perfectly healthy trees can and will come down during storms.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, was impressed with Mr. Bernstein’s explanation of the commercial vehicle ordinance.  He disagreed with the Police Chief’s concerns regarding enforcement; police officers have the authority to go onto private property.  He questioned why the same commercial vehicle which is parked in a driveway on Chestnut Avenue daily has not been issued a summons.

Jack Fowler, 92 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, apologized to Mr. Righetti for not wearing an Hawaiian shirt to the last meeting.  Regarding the commercial vehicle ordinance, he inquired as to how “secured” is defined.  The Council President explained that some vehicles have an actual lock to secure items on the vehicle.  Mr. Fowler stressed the need to be more specific with the language in the ordinance.  Mr. Bernstein advised that an ordinance cannot be written to cover every single eventuality.

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked everyone involved for their efforts with the cleanup after Hurricane Irene.

Wendy Wright-Schaefer, 110 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, began by explaining that she is not easily impressed with professionals and their job performances.  She commented on the Borough’s outstanding efforts with the recent storm activity.  Caffrey Tree Service, she said, removed an elderly neighbor’s fallen tree.  PSE&G was working furiously at restoring electric.  The PSE&G CEO was in the neighborhood along with Verizon and Comcast.  The Fire Department responded for a gas leak.  A police officer walked from yard to yard with a flashlight making sure the residents were okay after several trees had fallen.  The Department of Public Works did a great job of cleaning up in the days following the storm.  The Mayor walked their street which made them feel looked after.  She thanked the efforts of OEM.  This storm recovery was second to none and all should be very impressed with the efforts of everyone involved, she concluded enthusiastically.        
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mayor Giordano thanked all of the participants in the 9/11 Ceremony including the North Plainfield Forum and Clergy.  He thanked OEM, the Police and Fire Departments and Public Works for their efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane Irene.  He also extended thanks to Ed Ostroff and the Board of Education for opening the high school as a shelter.  The Senior Picnic will be held October 1.  The public meeting with the Post Office will be September 21 at 7:00 p.m. at East End School; he urged residents to attend.  


Mr. Hollod advised that the Borough received a lot of hurricane information from numerous sources which has been posted to the website and made available at Borough Hall.  He thanked everyone involved for their efforts in assisting the residents and offered special thanks to Mr. Phoenix for getting storm information out on the radio.  


Mrs. Forbes echoed the previous sentiments.  She thanked the residents for pulling together, too.


Mr. Merrill commented on the job done by the Fire Department in ensuring the residents’ safety both during and after the storm; anyone who questions the need for a paid Fire Department should examine what they did.  We are fortunate to have their dedication, he assured.   


Mr. Righetti commented that everyone pitched in to help all residents get through.


Mr. Singleterry congratulated the Mayor and Borough Hall for a job well done.  He also thanked the Raritan Valley Red Cross.  


Council President Stabile reiterated that the senior picnic will be October 1.  He thanked the Council members who attended the 9/11 ceremony.  

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 8:53 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.   

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 9:18 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 

Mr. Bernstein explained that the evening’s Executive Session was a discussion relative to the municipal court administrator position which will appear on the September 26 agenda.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:19 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

09/12/11


