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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on  Monday, 26 September 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 26, 2011 at 9:45 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes 






Lawrence La Ronde






Everett Merrill   






Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry

Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr.

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator




Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:

Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Merrill.                  
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 12, 2011.  
Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 12, 2011:  All in favor. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mrs. Forbes requested that item “f” be amended to eliminate the redundancy in the introductory paragraph.  

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-26-11-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i and j
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Merrill


Resolution carried 5-0-1. 

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP THEREIN FOR THE PERIOD OF OCTOBER 1, 2011 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

WHEREAS, the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council (“MCCPC”) was created in 1974 to conduct a voluntary cooperative pricing system with municipalities, boards of education and other public bodies located in the County of Morris and adjoining counties; and,


WHEREAS, the purpose of the MCCPC is to provide substantial savings on various goods and services to its members through the cooperative public bidding process; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to enter into an Agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein, with the MCCPC, which is administered by Randolph Township as Lead Agency, to renew its membership in the MCCPC for the period of October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2016.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield hereby authorizes the execution of an Agreement with the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council by the Township of Randolph as Lead Agency pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(15) for renewal of membership in the MCCPC for a five (5) year period from October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2016.  The Borough Clerk is hereby directed to submit a copy of this adopted Resolution, along with an executed Agreement, to Randolph Township as Lead Agency of the MCCPC.  The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to perform all required acts to affect the purpose of this Resolution.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01b  AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TREE CUTTING SERVICES 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield was recently subjected to severe weather conditions when the State of New Jersey was declared “Under a State of Emergency”, and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administration determined that the storm conditions required immediate attention that threatened the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Borough of North Plainfield, and


WHEREAS, it was necessary to secure the services of Caffrey Tree Service to alleviate the impending dangerous conditions, and


WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Finance Officer has certified that necessary funds exist in the 2011 Municipal Budget for this purpose.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Borough Council hereby ratifies the emergency contract that was awarded to Caffrey Tree Service in the amount not to exceed $41,220 for emergency tree work.  


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01c  APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE BELMONT AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield formally approves the grant application for the above stated project; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2012-North Plainfield Borough-00401 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of Borough of North Plainfield; now


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of Borough of North Plainfield and that their signatures constitute acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approve the execution of the grant agreement.  

RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01d  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR A SHARED MUNICIPAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR AND SUPPORT SERVICES BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG AND BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD

WHEREAS, the Borough of Watchung and the Borough of North Plainfield are interested in creating tax savings through the implementation of a Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services; and,


WHEREAS, an agreement to enter into a shared service for municipalities is permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., the “Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act”; and,


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 2B:12-1(c) allows for the establishment of Shared Municipal Court Services and provides that:

[t]wo or more municipalities, by ordinance or resolution, may agree to provide jointly for courtrooms, chambers, equipment, supplies and employees for their municipal courts, and agree to appoint judges and administrators without establishing a joint municipal court. Where municipal courts share facilities in this manner, the identities of the individual courts shall continue to be expressed in the captions of orders and process; and,

WHEREAS, Watchung and North Plainfield have secured approval for the Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services pursuant to New Jersey Court Rule 1:33-4(a), which provides that “[t]he Assignment Judge shall be the chief judicial officer within the vicinage and shall have plenary responsibility for the administration of all courts therein”; and,

WHEREAS, Watchung and North Plainfield will take those required steps to implement a Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services, including complying with the requirements of the Assignment Judge and Municipal Court Division; and,

WHEREAS, the Shared Services Agreement for a Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services shall be for an initial term of two (2) years from October 1, 2011 to September 30, 2013, and may be terminated by either party by providing written notice of termination no later than July 1 of the calendar year in which the Shared Services Agreement for a Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services will terminate; and,

WHEREAS, North Plainfield desires to enter into the attached Shared Services Agreement for a Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services between the Borough of Watchung and Borough of North Plainfield in order that the Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services becomes operational on October 1, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor desires to authorize Jodi Hansen-Rodriguez to serve as Acting Borough of Watchung Municipal Court Administrator for a period of one (1) year effective October 1, 2011, subject to the terms and conditions in the Shared Services Agreement for a Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services between the Borough of Watchung and Borough of North Plainfield.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the attached Shared Services Agreement for a Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services between the Borough of Watchung and Borough of North Plainfield in order that the Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services becomes operational on October 1, 2011; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Jodi Hansen-Rodriguez is hereby authorized to serve as the Acting Borough of Watchung Municipal Court Administrator for a period of one (1) year effective October 1, 2011, subject to the terms and conditions in the Shared Services Agreement for a Shared Municipal Court Administrator and Support Services between the Borough of Watchung and Borough of North Plainfield; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01e  WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield that its originally drawn meeting calendar for the year 2011 contained a date which, in reality, was a movable federal holiday, that being Columbus Day which is observed in this year on October 10; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Governing Body to meet on a regular schedule exclusive of holidays in order to maintain maximum public participation and to help assure consistent attendance by the various elected officials and certain employees of the Borough of North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough Council to maintain a coherent, consistent annual meeting calendar with meetings accessible to one and all where the business of the Borough is conducted effectively and efficiently; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of North Plainfield that its first Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting in the month of October 2011 will be rescheduled to Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, and that the newly rescheduled meeting be appropriately advertised through its established channels of communication to the public.  


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01f   SUSTAINABILITY LAND USE RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, well planned land use can create transportation, provide for a range of housing options, create transportation choices, provide for a range of housing options, create walkable communities, preserve open space, provide for adequate recreation, and allow for the continued protection and use of vital natural resources; and

WHEREAS, Given New Jersey’s strong tradition of home rule and local authority over planning and zoning, achieving a statewide sustainable land use pattern will require municipalities to take the lead; 

NOW THEREFORE, we the Borough of North Plainfield, resolve to take the following steps with regard to our municipal land-use decisions with the intent of making North Plainfield a truly sustainable community. It is our intent to include these principles in the next master plan revision and reexamination report and to update our land-use zoning, natural resource protection, and other ordinances accordingly.

Regional Cooperation:  We pledge to reach out to administrations of our neighboring municipalities concerning land-use decisions, and to take into consideration regional impacts when making land-use decisions.

Transportation Choices:  We pledge to create transportation choices with a Complete Streets approach by considering all modes of transportation, including walking, biking, transit and automobiles, when planning transportation projects and reviewing development applications. We will reevaluate our parking with the goal of limiting the amount of required parking spaces, promoting shared parking and other innovative parking alternatives, and encouraging structured parking alternatives where appropriate.

Natural Resource Protection:  We pledge to take action to protect the natural resources of the State for environmental, recreational and agricultural value, avoiding or mitigating negative impacts to these resources. Further, we pledge to complete a Natural Resource Inventory when feasible to identify and assess the extent of our natural resources and to link natural resource management and protection to carrying capacity analysis, land-use and open space planning.

Mix of Land Uses:  We pledge to use our zoning power to allow for a mix of residential, retail, commercial, recreational and other land use types in areas that make the most sense for our municipality and the region, particularly in downtown and town center areas.

Housing Options:  We pledge, through use of our zoning and revenue generating powers, to foster a diverse mix of housing types and locations, including single-and multi-family, for sale and rental options, to meet the needs of all people at a range of income levels.

Green Design:  We pledge to incorporate the principles of green design and renewable energy generation into municipal buildings to the extent feasible and when updating our site plan and subdivision requirements for residential and commercial buildings.

Municipal Facilities Siting:  We pledge, to the extent feasible, to take into consideration factors such as walkability, bikability, greater access to public transit, proximity to other land-use types, and open space when locating new or relocated municipal facilities.       


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:


Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder

Block 70.01 Lot 1

$   9,325.95

Stonefield Invest. Fund I

Certificate #10-00063




21 Robert Pitt Drive, Suite 202

Premium 


        500.00

Monsey, NY  10952

Block 77 Lot 18

$ 29,906.39

US Bank/Cust Sass Muni VI

Certificate #10-00066




50 16th Street, Suite 1950


Premium


   15,100.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01h  WHEREAS, St. Joseph’s Church, 99 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an off-premises cash raffle (50-50) on November 12, 2011; and


WHEREAS, St. Joseph’s Church has been issued Identification No. 352-1-11754 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of Raffles License No. RL-1087;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to St. Joseph’s Church to conduct an off-premises cash raffle (50-50) on November 12, 2011 at 99 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01i  PUT THE BRAKES ON FATALITIES DAY ® OCTOBER 10, 2011


WHEREAS, October 10, 2011, has been declared Put The Brakes on Fatalities Day® by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield;


WHEREAS, across the nation, traffic crashes caused 32,788 fatalities in 2010, and are the leading cause of death for young people aged 15 to 34; and


WHEREAS, in New Jersey, 556 individuals lost their lives in traffic crashes in 2010; and


WHEREAS, alcohol-related crashes accounted for 20 percent of the State’s traffic fatalities, while speed-related crashes for 2010 climbed to 35,039 from 23,011 recorded in 2009; and


WHEREAS, motorcyclists, bicycle riders and pedestrians face increased risks on New Jersey’s roadways, as people opt for alternative modes of transportation; and


WHEREAS, 72 motorcyclists, 13 bicyclists and 141 pedestrians were killed in New Jersey in traffic-related crashes in 2010; and

WHEREAS, safer driving behaviors such as buckling up, every ride; obeying posted speed limits; stopping for pedestrians in crosswalks and using crosswalks when walking; avoiding aggressive driving behaviors; never driving impaired; wearing proper safety gear when riding a motorcycle or bicycle; and, focusing solely on driving by avoiding distractions, can dramatically reduce the number of traffic-related injuries and deaths; now,


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that October 10, 2011 is declared Put The Brakes On Fatalities Day ®, and calls upon everyone to put these lifesaving behaviors into practice to improve safety on the roadways in our community and throughout the State.  


RESOLUTION NO. 09-26-11-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 26th day of September, 2011, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Mr. Bernstein requested that in lieu of Resolution No. 09-26-11-02, the Council adopt a motion authorizing the Clerk to notice in the official newspapers that Ordinance No. 11-09 as published is withdrawn and at the appropriate time in October another ordinance will be introduced. 

Motion made by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried all six voting aye.  

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation:  Trash and Debris Piled in and Around The Dumpster for More Than Two Weeks

	Wagner, Falconer & Judd, Ltd.

Minneapolis, MN
	Re:  Johnson Controls Inc. 

	WPQJ970 Radio
	Re:  Irene Cleanup Update Airs September 12

	
	Re:  Irene Cleanup Update Airs September 19

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report For August 2011

	Duane Morris LLP

Philadelphia, PA
	Re:  Black Rock Realty Advisors, Inc. 289-347 Route 22, North Plainfield 

	Somerset County Planning Board 

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Planning Chair Breakfast Forum September 26, 2011

	Township of Montgomery 
	Re:  Resolution Entitled “Supporting Proposed Amendment to the Open Public Records Law to Preserve Its Original Intent”

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities 

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Proposed 2012 Membership Dues 

	
	Re:  Sustainable Jersey Awards Luncheon November 15, 2011

	State of New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Retail License Non-Renewal Notice

	United States Postal Service

Washington, DC
	Re:  Area Mail Processing Study 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
Council President Stabile requested discussion of Senate Bill 1153.  He called for the formation of a taxi subcommittee; Mr. Merrill and Mrs. Forbes volunteered.     
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Jack Fowler, 92 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, commended the Council for their work on the commercial vehicle ordinance.   

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, announced that Ordinance No. 22-115.7 is very clear and concise on commercial vehicles.  The passage of a new ordinance will only complicate matters.  For the past five years Sandford Avenue residents have been reporting a deteriorated house in their neighborhood.  The Borough has the authority and responsibility to make repairs and recover the costs involved by placing a lien on the property.  
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano commented on the public meeting with the post office last week and advised that the rumors of a closure on October 30 are not accurate.  Congressman Leonard Lance will be in attendance for the presentation of a SAFER grant on September 28.  The Senior Picnic will be held on October 1 at the Community Center from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

Mr. Singleterry offered commendations to the Mayor and Administrator for their efforts with the shared services agreement for the municipal court. 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

09/26/11


