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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday , 14 November 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, November 14, 2011 at 8:45 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde






Everett Merrill 






Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council Vice President
Also Present:


Michael Giordano, Mayor




David E. Hollod, Business Administrator





Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:

Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)

Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Board of Health meeting.                    
In the absence of Council President Stabile, Council Vice President Singleterry took the Chair.

Council Vice President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of October 24, 2011.  
Council Vice President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of October 24, 2011:  

Ayes:  Forbes, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry
Abstain:  La Ronde
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 11-10  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22-56, ENTITLED “SUBMITTAL PROCEDURE”

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-10 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council Vice President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

11-14-11-02a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h and i
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02a  REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $1,000.00 FOR THE 2011 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE NJLM JERSEY SMALL GRANT
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and
WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2011 in the sum of $1,000.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the NJLM Jersey Small Grant. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $1,000.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

NJLM Jersey Small Grant

RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02b  REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $1,000.00 FOR THE 2011 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE YOUTH SERVICES MINI-GRANT
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2011 in the sum of $1,000.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the Youth Services Mini-Grant. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $1,000.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

Youth Services Mini-Grant
RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02c  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield was recently subjected to severe weather conditions when the State of New Jersey was declared “Under a State of Emergency,” and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administration determined that the storm conditions required immediate attention that threatened the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Borough of North Plainfield; and
WHEREAS, it was necessary to secure the services of Messercola Excavating Company to alleviate the impending dangerous conditions, and


WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Finance Officer has certified that necessary funds exist in the 2011 Municipal Budget for this purpose.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Borough Council hereby ratifies the emergency contract that was awarded to Messercola Excavating Company in the amount not to exceed $49,445.00 for emergency work. 

RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02d  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS 
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made in the Boroughs’ 2011 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately:

A/C #
NAME





FROM


TO
CURRENT FUND

25-265-105 Fire Dept – S&W



$ 14,000.00



31-430-200 Utilities-Electric



$ 46,000.00


20-145-200 Tax Collection-OE





$ 1,000.00

20-165-200 Engineering-OE






   2,000.00

21-185-200 Board of Adjustments-OE




      500.00

22-195-100 Uniform Construction Code-S&W



   5,000.00

25-269-200 Emergency Medical Services 



               5,000.00
25-265-299 Fire Dept-Misc





               2,000.00

26-315-220 Vehicle Maintenance 





   5,000.00

26-315-222 Vehicle Maintenance Fire Dept  




 12,000.00

28-370-100 Recreation-S&W






   7,500.00

31-460-200 Utilities-Gasoline



       
             20,000.00
Totals 






$ 60,000.00
           $60,000.00







RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2012 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Adnan Ghazanfar, t/a

Altima Limo Service

1100 US Highway 22 East

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Certificate of Compliance Inspection Fee:

Josuhelline Metz

$ 50.00


39 Steiner Place


North Plainfield, NJ  07063
RESOLUTION  NO. 11-14-11-02g   BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 53  Lot 6


$     695.37

Stonefield Investment Fund II
Certificate #11-00059





21 Robert Pitt Drive 
Premium



       300.00

Monsey, NY  10952
Block 118  Lot 1


$     731.12

JN Properties
Certificate #09-00306





175 Market St., #301


Premium



    1,100.00

Paterson, NJ  07505
Block 118  Lot 1


$50,075.35     

V. Gupta & Co., Inc. 
Certificate #10-00112





2449 Kennedy Blvd.




       



Jersey City, NJ  07304
Block 101  Lot 50


$  8,401.58

Stuart Lasher 
Certificate #10-00098





PO Box 83
Premium



    1,000.00

Milltown, NJ  08850-0083
Block 101 Lot 16


$10,470.00

FWDSL & Assoc., LP
Certificate #11-00109





290 US Highway 22 West
Premium



  15,600.00

Green Brook, NJ  08812
Block 154.01 Lot 7


$     459.39

Inna Gelin

Certificate #11-00156





1662 East 24th Street

Premium



       400.00

Brooklyn, NY  11229

Block 117 Lot 5


$     188.83

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1

Certificate #11-00124





50 So. 16th St. Suite 1950

Premium



  15,000.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 117 Lot 6


$13,580.42

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1
Certificate #10-00111





50 So. 16th St, Suite 1950
Premium



       600.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102
Block 203.06 Lot 8


$22,311.81

US Bank Cust/SassMuniVI DTR
Certificate #11-00211





50 So. 16th St, Suite 1950
Premium



  17,000.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102
Block 4.02 Lot 15


$     194.09

Trade Money, LLC

Certificate #11-00009





29 Palisades Road

Premium



       100.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857

Block 119 Lot 4


$     226.96

Trade Money, LLC

Certificate #11-00125


Premium



       100.00

Block 132 Lot 6


$     710.66

KSG Associates, Inc.

Certificate #11-00130





5 Weequahic Avenue

Premium



       800.00

Newark, NJ  07112

Block 97 Lot 16


$  1,557.29

KSG Associates, Inc.

Certificate #11-00103

Premium



    1,200.00

Block 4.04 Lot 1


$  6,232.53

Virgo Municipal Finance

Certificate #11-00011





PO Box 1227

Premium



    4,100.00

Hoboken, NJ  07030


RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02h  WHEREAS, the following organization has been issued identification number 352-5-39102 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and submitted an application to conduct raffles; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that this organization meets the requirements for the issuance of raffles licenses;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a raffles license to the following:

PTO East End School 

170 Oneida Avenue, North Plainfield

On-premise merchandise raffle – RL #1088

December 9, 2011, 6:30-10:00 p.m.

170 Oneida Avenue

North Plainfield

RESOLUTION NO. 11-14-11-02i   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 14th day of November, 2011 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:
	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Unregistered Vehicle Parked in the Driveway and Large Pile of Debris Against the Garage

	
	Re:  Illegal Dumping on the Corner of Somerset Street/Summit Avenue

	
	Re:  Violation 22-115.26

	Tyree Environmental Corporation

Cinnaminson, NJ  
	Re:  Public Notification – Sign Getty Service Station #00666, 1299 Route 22 West

	Captain Brian Tufaro
	Re:  Vehicles Removed From Police Service

	The Elm Group

Princeton, NJ
	Re:  NJDEP Biennial Certification Binsky and Snyder Services, Inc., 937 Route 22 West

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  November 3, 2011 Agenda and October 6, 2011 Minutes

	
	Re:  4th Quarter 2011 Billing

	Borough of Watchung
	Re:  Ordinance OR:11/13 Entitled “An Ordinance Amending the Code of the Borough of Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, so as to Re-Zone Certain Properties to the R-M-L II Zoning District.”

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Planning Chair Breakfast Forum on November 28, 2011

	Somerset County Office of Emergency Management

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Emergency Operations Plan

	Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
	Re:  Mini-Master of Public Administration

	New Jersey League of Municipalities Educational Foundation, Inc. 

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Sustainable Jersey Awards Luncheon 

	State of New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Ruby Tuesday, Inc. – Consolidated Background Investigation 

	WPQJ970 Radio
	Re:  Announcement Regarding Storm Debris, FEMA, Lights 

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ  
	Re:  Activity Report for October 2011


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned when the Council chambers’ renovations will be complete as it’s been nearly four years since the project began.  He questioned why the fire damaged house at 40-42 Washington Avenue has not been demolished as it’s an eyesore.  He stressed the need for public patience with the Department of Public Works’ continued efforts to clean up the storm debris, saying that they have done a fantastic job. 
John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, commented that baseball is America’s pastime because of sacrifice.  He stressed the continued need for volunteerism and urged the Council to keep our youth in mind. 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano wished all of the residents a happy Thanksgiving.  He agreed with Mr. D’Amore’s comments regarding DPW’s wonderful job of cleanup after the storms; we are still awaiting our FEMA money.  Regarding Warfield Road, the police have set up the radar trailer again in an effort to deter speeding.  The Mayor commented that two of the individuals who had signed Mr. D’Amore’s letter opposing the commercial vehicle ordinance have commercial vehicles parked in their driveways.  
Mr. Hollod wished a happy Thanksgiving to everyone.  
Mrs. Forbes thanked Mr. Phoenix for his efforts with the Borough’s radio station and questioned why the radio was down during the storm.  Mr. Phoenix explained the need for a generator which would keep the station up and running during power outages.  Mrs. Forbes wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.  
Mr. La Ronde wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.

Mr. Merrill wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.  He stated that Robert Lake was a man of great integrity who represented our town well; he will be missed.   

Mr. Righetti wished everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving.   

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

11/14/11


