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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ on Monday , 23 January 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, January 23, 2012 at 8:22 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde




Everett Merrill





Keiona R. Miller 





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


                              
      Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mayor Giordano.  
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 9, 2012.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 9, 2012:  

Ayes:  La Ronde, Merrill, Miller, Stabile

Abstain:  Forbes, Righetti, Singleterry
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 12-01  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY CHAPTER 22, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” AS IT RELATES TO SECTION 22-111 OF THE BOROUGH CODE

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 12-01 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Merrill presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

01-23-12-02a, b, c, d, e, f and g
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-02a  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE SUSTAINABLE RARITAN RIVER INITIATIVE IN CONCEPT 


WHEREAS, the Raritan River is an asset to the region and to North Plainfield, and it would benefit the community to increase awareness and use of the River via local access points and trails; and


WHEREAS, upgrades to current river access points are desirable and the need for ongoing plans for development of future recreational uses are of value to North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, protection and preservation of habitat and biodiversity in our river ecosystem will provide recreational and natural assets to North Plainfield; and


WHEREAS, the goals of restoration, rehabilitation and regeneration of compromised areas of lands in public ownership will benefit present and future residents; and


WHEREAS, best management practices for habitat enhancement in the maintenance and management of open space are available and when applied would benefit various departments of North Plainfield government and the quality of life to all North Plainfield residents; and


WHEREAS, properties that are deemed brownfields because they are contaminated, abandoned or underutilized, detract from the economic vitality of active businesses, and need attention to be remediated and returned to valued uses; and


WHEREAS, practices to prevent future pollution are known and could be applied for the benefit of North Plainfield management operations and the residents of the County; and


WHEREAS, stormwater runoff is a significant contribution to flooding, solid wastes and streets in North Plainfield, and further damages the Raritan River and the Raritan River Action Plan (Reclaiming the Raritan:  a Restoration of Sustainable Reuse Plan) encourages improvements in this area; and


WHEREAS, the overall restoration and protection of the watershed area that provides water to North Plainfield residents and the Raritan River should be promoted; and


WHEREAS, redevelopment needs to provide economic benefits without further damaging and ideally restoring, the ecology or the Raritan River and North Plainfield; now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield supports in concept the Sustainable Raritan River Initiative, and works as an active member of the Raritan River Coalition to promote efforts to restore and protect the River in accordance with the goals as outlined in the Sustainable Raritan River Action Plan.
RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-02b  WHEREAS, at its Regular Meeting of January 9, 2012, the Borough Council of North Plainfield duly adopted Resolution No. 01-09-12-03b designating depositories of Borough Funds for calendar year 2012; and


WHEREAS, one of the depositories so named has undergone a corporate name change from Wachovia to Wells Fargo Bank; and


WHEREAS the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to continue its relationship as depositories with Unity Bank, Valley National Bank and the aforementioned Wachovia now known as Wells Fargo Bank; now, therefore,



BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that Resolution No. 01-09-12-03b as worded be rescinded in order to correct the name of the financial institution previously known as “Wachovia” to its current appellation of “Wells Fargo Bank” with the approved depositories for Borough funds for calendar year 2012 now being designated as:

Unity Bank

Valley National Bank

Wells Fargo Bank

RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-02c  WHEREAS, tangible personal property has come into the possession of the Police Department of the Borough of North Plainfield by finding or recovery; and

WHEREAS, the whereabouts of the owners of said property is unknown and can not be ascertained; and

WHEREAS, said property has not been disposed of and has been in the possession of the Police Department for at least six (6) months; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157 provides for the sale of said tangible property at public auction;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Police Department be and hereby is authorized and directed to sell said tangible personal property at a public auction to be held on the Internet on the website www.propertyroom.com commencing March 1, 2012; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any monies received as a result of said auction shall be paid into the general municipal treasury in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of said auction, designating the time and place therefore, to be published in an official newspaper of the Borough not less than 10 days prior to the date of said public auction.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-02d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:
Block 75 Lot 24

$  3,114.77

Gerry Kitsopoulos

2nd Quarter 2011




496 Somerset Street








North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-02e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount 

Lienholder 
Block 20 Lot 5


$     227.01

K S G Associates, LLC
Certificate #11-00025





5 Weequahic Avenue
Premium       



       200.00

Newark, NJ  07112
Block 166  Lot 3


$14,939.56

FNA Jersey Lien Services, LLC
Certificate #11-00179





575 Route 70 2nd Floor
Premium



  16,100.00

Brick, NJ  08723 


Block 129  Lot 10


$26,809.99

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital, LLC
Certificate #10-00119





50 So. 16th Street, Suite 1950

Premium



      


Philadelphia, PA  19102


RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2012, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:
Blanca C. Shulca



Bladimir Diaz



14 Linden Avenue



1240 South 11th Street

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


South Plainfield, NJ  07080

Jose A. Ramos




Cesar Espin

508 East Lincoln Avenue


350 Leslie Avenue

Roselle Park, NJ  07204


Piscataway, NJ  08854

RESOLUTION NO. 01-23-12-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 23rd day of January, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
REPORTS 2011:


FIRE DEPARTMENT:  November and December
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for December 2011

	Tom Fagan, Chairman 

North Plainfield Planning Board
	Re:  Planning Board’s Review of Proposed Ordinance No. 12-01

	Kathye Quick, Somerset County Deputy Clerk
	Re:  New Jersey Legislative Officials 

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  “Preferred Collection” on Demand and Network Re-Branding 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, urged the Council to look into amending the rental certificate of occupancy ordinance.  Citing 8 Stone Street as an example, he spoke of the issues with overcrowding and cellar dwelling at some residences.    
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano reminded everyone that their dogs and cats must be licensed by the 31st of January.  Announcing that the Borough has 30 vouchers for free flu inoculations at Walgreens, he urged anyone interested to contact Mrs. Danois in the Health office.  He thanked the Department of Public Works for their work on the roads this past weekend.  

Mr. Hollod announced that work on the budget is nearing completion.  The Division of Local Government Services has called for the governing body to receive the budget by February 3.  Announcing possible dates for budget introduction as February 27 or March 12, he reminded the Council of the need for both a Cap waiver and a Cap Bank Ordinance.  

Mrs. Forbes thanked those that braved the poor weather to attend the meeting.   


Mr. Singleterry commented in favor of the newly updated website, particularly citing the efforts of Tim Bozack, the Webmaster.   
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Merrill, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           01/23/12


