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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday 12 March 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 12, 2012 at 8:05 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller 





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


                              
      Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.  
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 27, 2012.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 27, 2012:  

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Merrill 
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 12-02  CALENDAR YEAR 2012 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 12-02 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

HEARING:

The Council President opened the floor to public comment on the following:
2012 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION

Northwood Apartments Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

The Council President announced the following appointments:

APPOINTMENTS BY COUNCIL REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBER TO THE MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE:




Everett Merrill



One-year term


COUNCIL MEMBER TO YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION:




Keiona R. Miller


One-year term

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Merrill requested that item “a” be removed for a separate vote.  


Mr. Merrill presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-12-12-02b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j and k
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that KEIONA R. MILLER be and hereby is appointed to the YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION of this Borough to serve for the balance of an unexpired term  expiring on January 1, 2013, and until her successor shall have been appointed and qualified.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02c  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AND THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG ALLOWING WATCHUNG TO CONNECT INTO NORTH PLAINFIELD’S STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., authorizes municipalities to enter into shared services agreements; and,


WHEREAS, Watchung is in need of connecting into the North Plainfield storm drainage system; and,


WHEREAS, the North Plainfield drainage system has the capacity to allow Watchung to connect to North Plainfield’s storm drainage system; and,


WHEREAS, Watchung and North Plainfield desire to enter into a Shared Services Agreement; and,


WHEREAS, this connection will improve the drainage systems for both Watchung and North Plainfield by allowing these systems to operate in conjunction with each other and benefit both municipalities.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, as follows:


1.  
The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the Shared Services Agreement 



between the Borough of North Plainfield and the Borough of Watchung allowing 



Watchung to connect into North Plainfield’s storm drainage system in substantially 



the form attached. 

2. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 


RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02d  NEW JERSEY SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM
RESOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to apply for a project under the Safe and Secure Communities Program, and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has reviewed the accompanying application and has approved said request; and


WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the Borough of North Plainfield for the purpose described in the application;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that:

1.
As a matter of public policy, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to participate to the fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and Public Safety.

2. 
The Attorney General of New Jersey will receive funds on behalf of the applicant.

3.
The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt and review of the applications for said funds.

4.
The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to the applicant as authorized.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02e  DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF MARCH AS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 


WHEREAS, New Jersey women of every race, class and ethnic background have made historic contributions to the growth and strength of our State in countless recorded and unrecorded ways; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural and social role in every sphere of the life of the State by constituting a significant portion of the labor force working inside and outside of the home; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have played a unique role throughout the history of the State by providing the majority of the volunteer labor force of the State; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women were particularly important in the establishment of early charitable, philanthropic and cultural institutions in our State; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women of every race, class and ethnic background served as early leaders in the forefront of every major progressive social change movement; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement and other movements, especially the peace movement, which creates a more fair and just society for all; and


WHEREAS, despite these contributions, the role of women in history has been consistently overlooked and undervalued in the literature, teaching and study of American history; and


WHEREAS, the Department of Community Affairs, specifically the Division on Women’s goals are to remember and celebrate New Jersey women and to:

· Ensure that New Jersey women are offered equal opportunities in education, the workforce and healthcare regardless of age, sexual orientation, income, ethnicity, race or religion.

· Identify, implement, measure and coordinate programs that address the needs of New Jersey women.

· Engage in continuous study and research on issues affecting New Jersey women and their families, develop policy papers and legislative recommendations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that March 2012 is designated as “Women’s History Month” under the National Women’s History Project’s 2012 theme:  Women’s Education – Women’s Empowerment.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of  the  Borough  of  North  Plainfield  that  it hereby approves the annexed Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough will take to correct the findings of the 2010 annual audit; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a certified copy of this Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan to the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan are on file and available for inspection by the public in the office of the Borough Clerk.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02g  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR THE 2012 ANJEC SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PLANNING GRANT


WHEREAS, the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions provides matching, reimbursable grants to municipalities for a number of purposes, including but not limited to preparation of an inventory and planning for sustainable land use in and about the Borough of North Plainfield; and,

WHEREAS, North Plainfield lies in the alluvial course of the Green Brook, with significant floodplain woodland habitat and wildlife, as well as groundwater resources; and,

WHEREAS, North Plainfield faces increasing pressure on its environmental resources through flooding, non-point source pollution, contaminated groundwater, and redevelopment pressure; and,

WHEREAS, North Plainfield, through the North Plainfield Environmental Commission, has prepared a grant application for the 2012 Sustainable Land Use Planning Grant award for a  project which would:
1.  Gather all environmental studies, reports and other information which have been prepared for various projects in North Plainfield, including construction projects, highway improvement projects, stream and watercourse management projects, sewer construction and other projects; and which also would:
2.  Prepare a Master Inventory of all such environmental studies to create, along with the State and County Cross-Acceptance Plans, NJ-Geo Web, Interceptor Sewer Construction Plans and Lower Raritan Basin Water Quality Management Plan, a resource for future planning for preservation of remaining wild lands, protection of streams from erosion and non-point source pollution, control of invasive species, restoration of habitat and preservation or restoration of open space through sensible, coordinated redevelopment; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council, as the Governing Body of North Plainfield supports this project because there has been no coordinated Master Inventory of environmental studies to guide Borough officials, the North Plainfield Planning Board and developers and builders in North Plainfield, causing the preparation of numerous individual studies at expense to all participants in the process of development, redevelopment and preservation; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield understands that the grant is a matching, reimbursement grant; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield will commit the required municipal cash match for the project if a grant is awarded, up to a maximum amount of $15,000.00 depending on the amount which may be awarded to the Borough of North Plainfield:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, as follows:
1. The Contact Person and Liaison between the North Plainfield Environmental Commission and the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions is hereby designated as Dr. Harry L. Allen, Ph.D, Chairman of the  North Plainfield Environmental Commission; and,
2. Dr. Harry L. Allen, Ph.D. is hereby appointed and authorized to submit the 2012 Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions Sustainable Land Use Planning Grant on behalf of the Borough of North Plainfield in substantially the form attached; and, 
3. The Borough of North Plainfield shall commit the required municipal cash match for the project if a grant is awarded, up to a maximum amount of $15,000.00 depending on the amount which may be awarded to the Borough of North Plainfield; and, 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 79 Lot 15

$ 32,449.05

R. Rothman 
Certificate #09-00264




411 Grand Avenue

Premium


   10,000.00

Engelwood, NJ  07631
Block 85 Lot 19

$      940.63

John Palumbo


Certificate #11-00090




54 Stella Drive 

Premium

                    500.00

Bridgewater, NJ  08807 



RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02i  WHEREAS, the Occupancy inspection at 223 Somerset Street was never done, Feng Qin Chen now requests refund of their payment.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refund:


Refund of Rental Certificate of Occupancy Fee:


Feng Qin Chen

$  50.00

1029 Shadowlawn Drive


Green Brook, NJ  08812


RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2012, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:
Blanca E. Mejia


Manuel A. Carchi





301 Maple Avenue, Apt. 201

379 N. 13th Street, 1st Floor

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Newark, NJ  07107


RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 12th day of March, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-12-12-02a   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that EVERETT MERRILL be and hereby is appointed as Board of Health Member to the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE of this Borough to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring on January 1, 2013, and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Merrill 


Resolution carried 6-0-1.  

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  March 1, 2012 Agenda and February 2, 2012 Minutes 

	Somerset County
	Re:  Mosquito Control

	
	Re:  Vegetation Control

	Somerset County Planning Board
	Re:  Resolution Authorizing the Submittal of the “Countywide Wastewater Management Plan for the County of Somerset, New Jersey:  Future Wastewater Service Areas” to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Package and Channel Changes

	
	Re:  New Bundles, Comcast Channels Deletions and Service Name Changes 

	PSE&G

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Electric Extension Application

	New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Route 22 Traffic Signal Improvements/Signal Coordination/ITS Closed Loop System

	Anthony Baker, CPA

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notification Letter for 34 Rockview Avenue 

	Birdsall Services Group

Eatontown, NJ
	Re:  Receptor Evaluation Form William J. Clark Volvo (Swedish Imports) 505 Somerset Street

	Environmental Strategies & Applications Inc.

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Receptor Evaluation Form J & J Transmission Inc. 640-652 Route 22

	Frank D’Amore, Sr. 

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation 11-4.2

	New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Remedial Action Progress Report Lockheed Electronics Co. Inc. 1501 Route 22, Watchung, NJ

	Fibertech Networks

Rochester, NY
	Re:  Request to Use and Occupy the Public Rights of Way Within the Borough for the Purpose of Constructing a Fiber Optic Network Extension to Service a Customer



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented that he had hand delivered a petition to Borough Hall on January 3, 2012 requesting a public hearing on 40-42 Washington Avenue.  The speaker reiterated the need for the house to be removed immediately and stressed that the property will be easier to sell once the house has been removed.  Mayor Giordano interjected that an estimate for demolition was delivered to the owner and they have appealed it.  He recalled that, before his time in office, a group in town wanted to save the building which accounted for the delay.  He assured that the house will be demolished upon completion of the appeal process.   
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano commented on the success of Read Across America on March 2, 2012.  Reporting that Eagle Scout Ryan Kenny, received an award last night, The Mayor also attended the Girl Scouts’ centennial celebration.  St. Baldrick’s will be held March 24 at the North Plainfield Fire House.  The Mayor then commented that his name had been publicly smeared by the Rescue Squad.  Explaining that the Borough has financially supported the Squad since 2006, he stressed that he did not suspend them in order to turn over duties to the Fire Department.  They will not operate until the suit has been settled as it is now in the hands of the Prosecutor.  

Council President Stabile added that the Rescue Squad was running an ambulance and responding to calls from December 24, 2011 through February 7, 2012 with no insurance coverage.  Operating without insurance is unacceptable.  The squad, he said, is spinning this to make Administration look bad.  Upon completion of the pending investigation, their status will be re-evaluated.  


Mr. Hollod thanked the Council for their support of the shared services agreement and the two grants.  


Mrs. Forbes offered her congratulations to the Council members for taking on additional duties and thanked the Mayor for the shared services agreement.  


Mr. Singleterry reported that the Economic Development Committee met last week and discussed starting a local newspaper which would be supported by local businesses.  


Council President Stabile commented on a letter received from a Rockview Avenue resident concerned with the particulate which emanates from the barbeque restaurants in town.  Ms. Wiebalk advised that the State licenses these restaurants and they are in a better position to evaluate the situation and possibly conduct a public health investigation.  The Council President suggested reaching out to Dave DeRosa for his input. 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


                           03/12/12


