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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 23 April 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 23, 2012 at 8:01 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde




Keiona R. Miller 





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


                              
      Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Member: 
Everett Merrill (excused)
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Singleterry.  
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 9, 2012.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 9, 2012:  All in favor.  

Mr. Phoenix presented the Supplemental Debt Statement in connection with Bond Ordinance Nos. 12-03 and 12-04. 

HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 12-03  BOND ORDINANCE NO. 12-03 PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2012 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $3,150,000 THEREFOR (INCLUDING GRANTS RECEIVED IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $200,000) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,807,550 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned the necessity to demolish the Cop Shop.  Mr. Hollod explained that after repeated flooding, the Police Department stopped using the building about a year ago. A shed similar to the one at Vermeule may be built in its place.  Mr. D’Amore questioned the Meadowbrook Drive and Leland Avenue repair figures.  Explaining that they were preliminary cost estimates per square footage, Mr. Hollod advised he determined the figures with the assistance of the Borough’s engineering firms.  Answering Mr. D’Amore, Mr. Hollod affirmed that the entire length of Warfield Road will be repaved.      

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 12-03 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 12-04  BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SANITARY SEWER INSPECTION AND REPAIR PROGRAM AND THE SANITARY SEWER CONVEYANCE SYSTEM STUDY OF THE SEWER UTILITY WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $431,500 THEREFOR FROM THE SEWER UTILITY OF THE BOROUGH AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $431,500 BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 12-04 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. La Ronde requested that item “b” be removed, amended to correct dates and times and deferred for consideration at a later date. 

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “i” be removed for a separate vote. 


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-23-12-03a, c, d, e, f, g and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL TREATMENT WORKS APPROVAL PERMITS FOR THE GERAUD AVENUE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has committed to the construction of the Geraud Avenue Sanitary Sewer Line and the Improvements which flow therefrom; and,


WHEREAS, in furtherance of said sanitary sewer project, the Borough of North Plainfield has retained the professional services of Hatch Mott MacDonald to serve as the Professional Engineer; and,


WHEREAS, in furtherance of said sanitary sewer project, Hatch Mott MacDonald has advised the Borough that the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Water Quality requires the Borough to make application for a Treatment Works Approval Permit; and, 


WHEREAS, the aforesaid Treatment Works Approval Permit Application requires in various locations the signature of the “owner/applicant.”


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign and/or execute as the “owner/applicant” any and all such documents that may come before him as provided by Hatch Mott MacDonald, in furtherance of the Geraud Avenue Treatment Works Approval process without the need for any further formal action of this Council.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03c  RESOLUTION OF NJ STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES FOR MUNICIPAL ENLISTMENT IN THE MILITARY INITIATIVE “HIRING OUR HEROES” 

Whereas, on Tuesday, January 24, the Commander-in-Chief of our Armed Forces reminded all Americans that, “Above all, our freedom endures because of the men and women in uniform who defend it,” and that “… this generation of heroes has made the United States safer and more respected around the world”; and 

 

Whereas, the President further promised, “As they come home, we must serve them as well as they’ve served us.  That includes giving them the care and the benefits they have earned … and, it means enlisting our veterans in the work of rebuilding our nation”; and 

 

        
Whereas, National Guard and Reserve forces today total over 1 million service members and represent 48 percent of our total military force; while every day around the globe, thousands of men and women in uniform, including dedicated members of the National Guard and Reserves, risk their lives and make great sacrifices to defend our national interests, serving extended tours away from their homes, families and jobs; and 

 

        
Whereas, at the same time, we are now seeing unprecedented levels of unemployment and underemployment among members of the Guard and Reserve, as up to 22 percent of Guard and Reserve members face unemployment; and 

 

        
Whereas, in this time of economic uncertainty, the Employer Support Guard and Reserve (ESGR) is focusing on connecting employers with the talented pool of service members and their spouses, with the intent of facilitating meaningful employment opportunities; and 

 

        
Whereas, to further this goal, the New Jersey ESGR has launched an Employment Initiative Program (EIP), which is a collaborative effort with federal agencies including the Department of Labor (Veterans Affairs), the Department of Veterans, the Small Business Administration and the Office of Personnel Management; and 

 

        
Whereas, the goal is to enhance the employment process and serve as an effective resource for service members and employers. ESGR is also partnering with Employer Partnership of the Armed Forces (EPAF) through EIP with a high-tech and high-touch approach; and 

 

        
Whereas, for almost a year, now, the United States Chamber of Commerce has also endeavored to find employment for our returning veterans and the spouses of those who continue to serve, at home and abroad, with its Hiring Our Heroes program; and 

 

        
Whereas, the Hiring Our Heroes program is a nationwide effort to help veterans and military spouses find meaningful employment, in partnership with the Department of Labor Veterans Employment and Training Service (DOL VETS), to improve public-private sector coordination in local communities, where veterans and their families are returning every day; and 

 

        
Whereas, despite those efforts, the unemployment rate for veterans of our Armed Forces in our Nation and in our State continues to exceed the over-all rate; and 

 

        
Whereas, in order to take the lead on advancing the EIP to the next level, the New Jersey ESGR has enlisted strong and positive support from corporate leaders, the New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce, US Dept. of Labor/VETS and the New Jersey League of Municipalities; and 

 

        
Whereas, it is incumbent on all of us to prove that New Jersey cares for the men and women in uniform who risk their lives and make great sacrifices to defend our national interests; and 

 

        
Whereas, this employment initiative can be New Jersey’s way of saying thank you to the men and women who made great sacrifices to protect our nation’s freedom; and 

 

        
Whereas, local officials throughout the State of New Jersey, working together through the League of Municipalities, and with the New Jersey ESGR, their local and state chambers of commerce, and local business leaders can help to advance basic fairness to our vets and their families by pursuing one simple goal: to allow America’s over one million unemployed veterans and military spouses to follow their dreams, instead of spending their lives just trying to catch up; now, therefore, 

 

        
Be It Resolved, on this 23 April 2012 that the Council of the Borough of  North Plainfield recognizes that we will never be able to repay the debt we owe to all members of our armed forces; and 

 

        
Be It Further Resolved, that in gratitude, the Borough of North Plainfield pledges its enthusiastic and unqualified support for the Employment Initiative Program of the New Jersey Employer Support Guard and Reserves; and 

 

        
Be It Further Resolved, that certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the New Jersey State League of Municipalities and to our neighboring municipalities. 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03d  WHEREAS, East End School PTO, 170 Oneida Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct an on-premise 50-50 cash raffle and an on-premise merchandise raffle on June 2, 2012; and


WHEREAS, East End School PTO has been issued Identification No. 352-5-39102 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to East End School PTO for an on-premise 50-50 cash raffle (RL-1099) and an on-premise merchandise raffle (RL-1098) to be held on June 2, 2012 at 170 Oneida Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03e  WHEREAS, The Office of the Municipal Clerk, a time honored and vital part of local government exists throughout the world, and

WHEREAS, The Office of the Municipal Clerk is the oldest among public servants, and

WHEREAS, The Office of the Municipal Clerk provides the professional link between the citizens, the local governing bodies and agencies of government at other levels, and

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks have pledged to be ever mindful of their neutrality and impartiality, rendering equal service to all.

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk serves as the information center on functions of local government and community.

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks continually strive to improve the administration of the affairs of the Office of the Municipal Clerk through participation in education programs, seminars, workshops and the annual meetings of their state, province, county and international professional organizations.

WHEREAS, It is most appropriate that we recognize the accomplishments of the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby recognize the week of April 29 through May 5, 2012, as Municipal Clerks’ Week, and further extend appreciation to our Borough Clerk, Richard K. Phoenix, RMC; our Deputy Clerk, Stephanie Sherwood, RMC and to all Municipal Clerks for the vital services they perform and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent.
RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03f  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to authorize the sale or scrapping of various surplus equipment no longer in use and of unknown functionality, namely, a Frigidaire Electric Range and an electric dishwasher, both of unknown age. 

1.
The Borough of North Plainfield hereby declares that the above-described surplus equipment is no longer needed for public use.

2.
The Borough of North Plainfield, its officers and attorney are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to proceed with sale or scrapping of said surplus equipment.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any monies received as a result of said sale/scrapping shall be paid into the general municipal treasury in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 3.04 Lot 6

$ 16,730.85

US Bank Cust/Sass Muni VI dtr
Certificate #11-00005




50 So. 16th St., Suite 1950
Premium


   18,000.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102
Block 45 Lot 34

$ 44,631.97

US Bank Cust/Sass Muni VI dtr
 

Certificate #09-00241



 
 
Premium

                 5,000.00


Block 170.03 Lot 12

$      989.63

SB Muni/Cust Capit One ATCF II
Certificate #11-00159




PO Box 54292




Premium


        400.00

New Orleans, LA  70154-4294
Block 15.02 Lot 10

$ 17,108.82

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #11-00017




290 US Highway 22, West

Premium


   11,400.00

Green Brook, NJ  08812


RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2012, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Francisco J. Perez-Duran

Karla Y. Barrera-Perez

730 Park Avenue, Apt. 6

35 Steiner Place, Apt. 2

Plainfield, NJ  07060


North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Diego P. Arroyo


Jose R. Yanchapanta

38 B Harmony Street


809 New Brunswick Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

South Plainfield, NJ  07080



      Angel R. Paredes-Rios



        35 Fairview Avenue



  North Plainfield, NJ  07060


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 


RESOLUTION NO. 04-23-12-03i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 23rd day of April, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes: La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes 


Resolution carried 5-0-1.  

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for March 2012

	Frank D’Amore, Sr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 22-122

	Shade Tree Advisory Board
	Re:  Tree at 16 Willow Avenue

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Denial of NJDOT Fiscal Year 2012 Municipal Aid Grant for Belmont Avenue 

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  One 550-gallon #2 Heating Oil Underground Storage Tank System Unrestricted Use – No Further Action Letter and Covenant Not to Sue



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mrs. Forbes requested discussion of the police consolidation report.   


Mr. La Ronde requested discussion of the opposite side of the street parking ordinance.   
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on a memo of violation of 11-4.3 he had submitted on February 21, 2012; he reported that to date no action has been taken to correct the violation.  He reminded that lack of enforcement by the proper officials does not reflect positively on the current administration.  
Jennifer Hernandez, 450 West End Avenue, North Plainfield, addressing the Council President’s comments from the last meeting, advised that she was offended.  Commenting that she was raised in North Plainfield, she spoke of feeling a part of the Rescue Squad family.  Questioning why the Council President would attack her, she advised that she holds two jobs and attends school.  Council President Stabile explained that he is unaware of any entities that would publicize their own errors by putting up such a sign as was displayed in front of the Rescue Squad.  Urging the Council to watch the on-line video of the last meeting, Ms. Hernandez again stressed that she felt attacked.  She concluded that regardless of the outcome, the squad will always keep their faith and take pride in what they do.        

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano, commenting that the Economic Development Committee will solicit for ads for the Borough newspaper, requested all interested local entities submit notices of their upcoming events.  The deadline for such submissions is May 11.  Opening day parade of recreation baseball and softball was held this past Saturday.  The police consolidation report will be addressed at the May 14 meeting.  The deadline for participation in the ten-year program is August 1 and the Borough stands to save approximately $4,000,000 over ten years.  Regarding the Rescue Squad, the Borough has been accused of things it did not do.  When the Somerset County Prosecutor’s office concludes their investigation and releases their report, the Borough will sit down with the Rescue Squad and discuss the situation.   
Mr. Hollod thanked the Council for their support of the capital bond ordinances. 
Mrs. Forbes thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

Mr. Singleterry announced the Clean the Brook Day will be held on May 5.           
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


                           04/23/12


