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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 14 May 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, May 14, 2012 at 9:51 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller 





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


                              
      Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.   
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 23, 2012.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 23, 2012:  


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Merrill   
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

05-14-12-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l and m
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01a   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby update the mileage reimbursement rate for the business use of a personal vehicle to $0.555 (fifty-five and a half cents) per mile.  Said rate is consistent with the U.S. GSA mileage reimbursement rate effective April 17, 2012.  


RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01b  AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY SANITARY SEWER REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT SERVICES 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield recently determined that a major one hundred (100) year old sanitary sewer pipeline on Rockview Avenue is failing between Grove Street and Washington Street and in danger of causing a major sewer backup for numerous properties, and it has been declared a “Borough Emergency” by the Borough Engineer and the Borough Sewer Consulting Engineer; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Administration determined that these conditions threatened the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Borough of North Plainfield, which required immediate attention; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Sewer Engineers prepared specifications and obtained three (3) quotes to perform a pipeline replacement of the sanitary sewer main. Due to the nature and immediacy of the project, quotes were obtained rather than bids. The proposed recipient of the work (CRJ Contracting of South Plainfield, New Jersey) is a qualified contractor who offered the lowest quote and will perform the work in accordance with requirements of the Borough as to the project; and,


WHEREAS, it was determined by the Borough to secure the services of CRJ Contracting, South Plainfield, New Jersey to correct the impending dangerous condition; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified that necessary funds exist in the Municipal Sewer Capital Budget for this purpose.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, hereby ratified the emergency contract to CRJ Consulting in an amount not to exceed $284,000 for emergency sewer work as described above. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents to carry out the provisions of this Resolution. 


RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING UNIONVILLE VINEYARDS, LLC OF RINGOES, NEW JERSEY TO HOLD A SEASON-LONG WINE TASTING AND SALE AT THE NORTH PLAINFIELD FARMERS MARKET ON SATURDAYS COMMENCING ON JULY 2, 2012 AND CULMINATING ON OCTOBER 20, 2012


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is committed to the continued success of its downtown business district and those persons who have committed to same by establishing their businesses therein; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is similarly committed to the continued success of the downtown Farmers Market, located at 264 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey, and those persons who have committed thereto by participating in same; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires, for the benefit of all, to include in the aforesaid Farmers Market, a New Jersey owned and operated wine producer and distributor to offer for display, purchase and consumption by way of tasting only, said locally produced wines; and,


WHEREAS, Unionville Vineyards, located in Ringoes, New Jersey has applied for and meets all of the qualifications and abilities set forth herein and additionally possesses a State of New Jersey Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission Plenary Wine License No. 3403-21-387-001.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to all statutes of the State of New Jersey and regulations of the Board of Alcoholic Beverage Control of the State of New Jersey, does hereby grant permission for Unionville Vineyards, LLC to offer its wine for display, purchase and consumption by way of tasting only, at the North Plainfield Farmers Market, located at 264 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey on Saturdays from July 7, 2012 through and including October 7, 2012 between the hours of 9 o’clock a.m. and 2 o’clock p.m.; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said permissions and authorizations contained herein are subject to the Unionville Vineyards, LLC applying for and successfully obtaining prior to any such operations at the Farmers Market, a Permit for a Wine Festival, from the State of New Jersey, Department of Law and Public Safety, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of all Permits for a Wine Festival issued to Unionville Vineyards, LLC, for utilization at the North Plainfield Farmers Market shall be provided to and maintained by the Borough Administrator of the Borough of North Plainfield in advance of each such event; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon four (4) calendar days written notice by the Borough Administrator of the Borough of North Plainfield to Unionville Vineyards, LLC, the permissions contained herein may be rescinded for any reason or no reason at all and said decision is only reviewable by the Borough Council; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby authorize by way of this Resolution, the issuance of Special Permit No. 12-01 to the Unionville Vineyards, LLC, to offer for display, purchase and consumption by way of tasting only, its wine, subject to the terms and conditions set forth herein.  
RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01d  RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION OF ENERGY TAXES TO MUNICIPALITIES 

WHEREAS, taxes on gas and electric utilities were originally collected by the host municipalities to be used for local purposes and to compensate the public for the use of their rights of way; and

WHEREAS, when the State made itself the collection agent for these taxes, it promised to dedicate the proceeds to municipal property tax relief; since, just as municipalities collect property taxes for the benefit of school districts, counties and other entities; the State is supposed to collect Energy Taxes for the benefit of municipal governments; and

WHEREAS, for years, though, State budget makers have diverted funding from Energy Taxes to fund State programs; and instead of being spent on local programs and services and used to offset property taxes, the money has been spent as successive Legislatures and Administrations have seen fit; and

WHEREAS, while the State may need to have the right to over-ride the statutory dedication of these revenues to local governments, in order to deal with emergencies and crises that may occur; current State policy makers should not exercise that right automatically; and

WHEREAS, while that right should be the exception, it has become the rule; and

WHEREAS, by using tactics such as reducing CMPTRA, which is also comprised of revenues that should be returned to municipalities, State Budget makers have been able to continue collecting Energy Taxes, while keeping additional revenue that should have been returned to provide property tax relief; and
WHEREAS, from $72 million in State Fiscal Year 2005, to $505 million in State Fiscal Year 2011, the State’s diversion of Energy Taxes has continued to grow; and

WHEREAS, in 2008, 2009 and 2010 (SFY 2009, 2010 and 2011), funding for municipal revenue replacement was slashed by about $26 million in 2008 and $32 million in 2009, followed by losses of about $271 million in 2010; and

WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of years of underfunding has left many municipalities with serious needs and burdensome property taxes; and

WHEREAS, local elected officials are in the best position to decide the best use for these resources, which were always intended to fund local programs and services; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that we join with the League of Municipalities in calling for the immediate restoration of funding diverted from Energy Taxes intended for local use; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we, respectfully, call on State policy makers to end the diversion of our municipal resources to cover State spending and to provide us with this important tool to relieve the worst-in-the-nation property tax burden borne, for too long, by the people of New Jersey; and 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Governor of the State of New Jersey, our State Legislators and the League of Municipalities.

RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01e  REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $26,099.90 FOR THE 2012 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE CLEAN COMMUNITIES PROGRAM GRANT


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2012 in the sum of $26,099.90 which item is now available as a revenue from the Clean Communities Program Grant.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $26,099.90 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

Clean Communities Program Grant


RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01f  RESOLUTION OPPOSING S-1914

WHEREAS, S-1914, would subject certain “user fees for traditional municipal services” to be included within the 2% cap; and 

WHEREAS, the definition of “traditional municipal services” in S-1914 is open-ended, leaving municipalities and State regulators unsure on its application and, therefore, unable to properly plan for future years; and 

WHEREAS, user fees for traditional county and school services would not be subject to any of the provisions of S-1914, although they have a greater impact on the local property tax bill; and 

WHEREAS, it is at times more appropriate to fund some services by user fees, especially those services for which a recipient and a cost can be clearly and accurately calculated; and 

WHEREAS, if municipalities are prohibited from charging user fees, they may be forced to discontinue the service, forcing residents to obtain the service from a private provider, often times at a higher cost than the user fee; and 

WHEREAS, as municipalities struggle to meet the 2% levy cap, without the full effects of the management reforms and the continued diversion of energy receipt taxes, officials are forced to re-examine their budget and priorities; and 

WHEREAS, in order to deliver the services that their residents expect and want local officials have been making structural changes to their budget, including how programs are funded; and 

WHEREAS, municipalities must retain the financial flexibility to address their own unique fiscal issues and meet the demands and expectation of their residents; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield strongly urges the legislature to oppose S-1914; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the sponsor of S-1914, Senator Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Oliver, our local State Legislators, the New Jersey State League of Municipalities and the Office of the Governor.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01g  RESOLUTION OPPOSING SENATE BILLS 1451 AND 1452

WHEREAS, legislation has been introduced to reform and modernize both the Open Public Meetings Act (S-1451) and the Open Public Records Act (S-1452); and 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield agrees with and supports the statement that “the right of the public to be present at all meetings of public bodies, and to witness in full detail all phases of the deliberation, policy formulation, and decision making of public bodies, is vital to the enhancement and proper functioning of the democratic process”; and

WHEREAS, the changes, however, proposed in S-1451 will not only be a cost driver for local and State government but make government less effective; and

WHEREAS, S-1451 includes a number of proposed requirements which involve costly unfunded mandates, impractical requirements and impediments to the democratic process, including the following:

· A new definition of subcommittees that expands subcommittees to be overly inclusive so that, for example, even research projects assigned to one member of a public body could be covered; and

· A new requirement that all subcommittees meetings include notice of their meeting and the preparation of minutes, which would, among other things, necessitate additional administrative support for all meetings of subcommittees as well as increased legal advertising cost; and

· A new requirement that agendas provide a description of all agenda items, including the names of parties to and approximate dollar amounts of any contracts to be acted upon, which will delay the award of contracts and could lead to the loss of grant monies; and

· A new requirement that the governing body may discuss, but not act upon, an item brought up by a citizen at a public meeting if it was not published as an agenda item, that not only runs contrary to the time honored tradition of holding a public meeting for the very purpose of soliciting such input and acting upon it but is impractical, ineffective and unnecessarily inhibits the operations of municipal government; and

· A new requirement for advance notification of estimated start times for the public portion of the meeting and the portion of the meeting from which the public is to be excluded that is unworkable and disruptive; and

· A new requirement that recordings of meetings become a part of the minutes that renders the recordings a permanent municipal record and is not only counter to the already-established records retention schedule of Division of Archive and Records Management for such records but which will be costly to preserve the records to ensure that they are permanent; and

· A new requirement that electronic communications, such as e-mails and text messages, concerning public business among an effective majority of the members that occurred prior to a meeting become part of the minutes and renders the recordings a permanent municipal record, is unworkable and unmanageable as the technology does not always exist to make “hard copies” or digital copies of text messages and the records custodian does not always have access to them, and which is an unprecedented expansion of the meeting concept; and

· A new requirement that public bodies be permitted to exclude the public from discussion of personnel matters only with the written consent of the employee and potentially affected employees which will inhibit the public bodies’ ability to take necessary actions on personnel matters and could lead to costly litigation; and

· A new requirement that comprehensive minutes that must include each member’s stated reason for their actions or vote, the identity of each member of the public who spoke, and summary of what was said, be made available to the public as soon as possible but no later than 45 days after the meeting that will not only be costly but the historical value of minutes will be lost in order to meet an arbitrary deadline; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield agrees that government records should be readily accessible and transparent but there must be an appropriate balance between the need for openness and transparency in government and citizens’ reasonable expectation of privacy; and

WHEREAS, among the costly unfunded mandates and impractical new requirements of S-1452 are the following:

· The expansion of the definition of government record to include records that are required by law to be made, maintained or kept on file by any public agency that will lead to a records custodians to be in violation of OPRA for the non-existence of a government records created before their tenure with the public body; and

· The creation of a definition for “advisory, consultative or deliberative” material that may be contrary to the well established definition in case law leading to costly litigation; and

· The expanding of the definition of government record to include electronic communications, such as e-mails and text messages, concerning public business among an effective majority of the members that occurred prior to a meeting that is unworkable and unmanageable as the technology does not always exist to make “hard copies” or digital copies of text messages, the records custodian does not always have access to the electronic communications and certain cell phone carriers will not provide this information without a subpoena; and

· The inclusion of a subjective definition for “reasonable” that may be contrary to the well established definition in case law leading to costly litigation; and

· A new requirement that any video or audio recordings or public meetings should be available in unedited form will be in direct violation of the Open Public Meetings Act requirement that requires the redacting of discussions in closed session until the matter can legally be released; and

· A new requirement on how to handle redactions and special services fees is time consuming and costly, especially considering that the Government Records Council has already addressed these procedures in their Custodians’ Toolkit, which should be codified; and

· A provision that permits the records custodian to advise a requestor that a government record is readily available on the public agency’s website; however, the bill requires the records custodian to directly provide the records to the requestor if they do not have access to a computer but does not define what is meant by “access to a computer”; and

· A new costly requirement that when there is a special service charge the requestor must be provided, at no cost, an index generally describing the responsive government records to be provided and to the greatest extent possible the index shall include the name of each record or brief description of the record or general categories of records, a detailed breakdown of how the special charges were assessed and if records are exempt or redacted, the records custodian must provide a description of those records; and

· A provision that prohibits the assessment of a special service charge for requests for budgets, bills, vouchers, contracts and public employee salaries and overtime unless the request is deemed voluminous, which is undefined and subjective; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of S-1451 and S-1452 place financial, time, manpower and other burdens on municipalities at a time when municipalities are forced to lay off municipal employees, impose furloughs and reduce departmental budgets so that municipalities can meet the strict CAP requirements with decreased revenues and increasing operating expense; and

WHEREAS, the totality of the new requirements of S-1451 and S-1452 will be a significant cost driver for local and State government with no known appropriation contemplated or any alternate means to offset these costs, such as a reasonable increase in fees; and

WHEREAS, while the Council  of the Borough of North Plainfield strives for and agrees that open and transparent government is essential to the democratic process, the provisions of S-1451 and S-1452 will make government inefficient;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council  of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey for reasons stated above, does hereby oppose S-1451 and S-1452, as currently drafted, and strongly urges the State Senate and Assembly to oppose these bills; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this duly adopted resolution be forwarded to Senate President Stephen Sweeney, Senator Loretta Weinberg, Senator Barbara Buono, Senator Shirley Turner, Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver, Assemblyman Gordon Johnson, Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula, our local State Legislators, Governor Chris Christie, the New Jersey State League of Municipalities and the Municipal Clerks’ Association of New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01h  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION OF MAY 21 – JUNE 3, 2012 

WHEREAS, there were 633 motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2011; and

WHEREAS, a large percentage of the motor vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not wearing a seat belt; and

WHEREAS, use of a seat belt remains the most effective way to avoid death or serious injury in a motor vehicle crash; and

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 135,000 lives were saved by safety belt usage nationally between 1975-2000; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide Click It or Ticket seal belt mobilization from May 21 – June 3, 2012 in an effort to raise awareness and increase seat belt usage through a combination of enforcement and education; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Highway Traffic Safety has set a goal of increasing the seat belt usage rate in the state from the current level of 94.51% to 100%; and

WHEREAS, a further increase in seat belt usage in New Jersey will save lives on our roadways;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for the Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization both locally and nationally from May 21 – June 3, 2012 and pledges to increase awareness of the mobilization and the benefits of seat belt use.

RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01i  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Refund Property Tax Overpayment:

Block 100 Lot 6

$  4,091.78

One West Bank

2nd Qtr. 2011 & 2nd Qtr. 2012



6900 Beatrice Drive







Kalamazoo, MI  49009








Attn:  Tax Department 
RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 116 Lot 5 

$  1,273.49

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 



Certificate #09-00305




50 So. 16th St., Suite 1950


Premium





Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 116 Lot 5

$     595.95

V. Gupta & Co., Inc.

Certificate #10-00110




2249 Kennedy Boulevard

Premium





Jersey City, NJ  07304

Block 156.02 Lot 22

$  1,033.42

Sequoia Investments

Certificate #11-00166




PO Box 5600

Premium


       400.00

Woodbridge, NJ  07095

Block 125 Lot 1

$10,569.09

Virgo Municipal Finance

Certificate #11-00126




PO Box 1227

Premium


    5,400.00

Hoboken, NJ  07030


   



RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2012 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Amparo Mendez-Cobo, t/a

Flash Taxi, LLC

63 Watchung Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060
RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2012, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Naheeda Ashraf


Shahid Akram

301 Maple Avenue, Apt. 219

301 Maple Avenue, Apt. 219

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 05-14-12-01m  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 14th day of May, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	PSE&G 
	Re:  Notice to Public Service Electric and Gas Company Customers

	Somerset County Planning Board
	Re:  Resolution in Support of A-2717 Extending the Time Period for Municipalities to Commit to Expend Collected Development Fees and Payments-in-Lieu of Constructing Affordable Housing Units 

	The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Somerset, New Jersey

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Police Consolidation Report 

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Letter of Interpretation/Line Verification Applicant:  Costco Wholesale 

	New Jersey League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  April 2012 Bulletin 

	Somerset County Park Commission
	Re:  Rose Day June 9, 2012 at the Rudolf W. Van Der Goot Rose Garden in Colonial Park, 156 Mettlers Road, Somerset

	Borough of Watchung
	Re:  Resolution R3: 4/26/12 Supporting the National “Hire Our Heroes” Program

	
	Re:  Ordinance OR: 12/03 Entitled “An Ordinance Amending the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, to Modify the Requirements for Flag Lot Poles and Driveways Contained in Section 28-401.V.”

	Envirotrac Environmental Services

South Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notification of Environmental Remedial Activities BP Service Station No. 369

462 Somerset Street 

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for April 2012



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.   
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after minutes of the Green Team meetings, asking if they would be added to the Borough website.    Mr. Singleterry said that he would be in touch with the Team’s secretary to assure that the minutes would be made available.  Mr. D’Amore asked about progress toward the replacement of the missing bronze memorial plaques at Memorial Park.  The Mayor explained that they had finally gained full access to the precise wording and content of the original plaques which had been stolen, and that they would be replicated and installed at the monument.  Further, the speaker asked about the Clean Community Grant, and Mr. Hollod explained details of the evening’s resolution of the Council.  Finally, Mr. D’Amore asked about progress toward establishing alternate side of the street parking in the Borough to facilitate street cleaning.  Mr. Bernstein explained the need for an appropriately researched and worded ordinance which would require two readings, approval of the Governing Body, proper advertising and signage before it could be realized.
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that the North Plainfield Post Office will remain open for the foreseeable future.  Somerset County will conduct an electronics recycling day at Vermeule on May 19.  Assuring that he intends to speak with the Borough’s legislator about the Energy Tax Bill, he reported that the monies due to the Borough would enable property taxes to be reduced.   
Mrs. Forbes reported on the public workshop to be held on June 4 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. by Diversity Professional Consultants regarding sustainability.  She added that interpreters will be available for Spanish speaking residents. 

Mr. Merrill commented on the modesty displayed by Chief Parenti regarding our police department.  Reporting that the Chief was a minority as a subcommittee chair, the councilman offered his praises of how highly our town is regarded by the County.
Echoing the Mayor, Mr. Singleterry reminded that the County electronics recycling day would be held from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on May 19.  

Council President Stabile thanked Mr. Hollod for serving on the police consolidation study.   

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


                           05/14/12


