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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 11 June 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 11, 2012 at 8:15 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill (8:23 p.m.)




Keiona R. Miller 





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


                      
              Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:
              David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Deborah Bracaglia, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.  
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Board of Health, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of May 29, 2012.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Board of Health, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of May 29, 2012:  


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Miller   
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

Council President Stabile requested that item “b” be amended to reflect the start date of the Farmer’s Market as July 7, 2012.

Mr. La Ronde requested that item “i” be removed for a separate vote.  Explaining that the Recreation department’s Bronx Zoo trip had been cancelled, the councilman advised of the need to remove the Barker Bus Company from the first page of the Consolidated Bill List.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

06-11-12-01a, b (as amended), c, d, e, f, g and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01a   RESOLUTION ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO ENTER INTO A RIGHTS OF WAY AGREEMENT BETWEEN FIBER TECHNOLOGIES NETWORKS, L.L.C. AND THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, TO PERMIT THE INSTALLATION, USE AND MAINTENANCE OF TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITIES WITHIN PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY FOR PURPOSES OF PROVIDING TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES TO THE CITIZENS OF NORTH PLAINFIELD 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey, having its principal place of business located at 263 Somerset Street in the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey; and, 

 

            WHEREAS, Fiber Technologies Networks, L.L.C. (hereinafter referred to as “Fibertech”), is a limited liability corporation, organized under the laws of the State of New York, with its principal place of business located at 300 Meridian Centre, in the City of Rochester, County of Monroe, State of New York; and,

 

            WHEREAS, Fibertech is duly authorized and permitted to provide local exchange and interexchange telecommunications services throughout the State of New Jersey, pursuant to an Order issued by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (hereinafter referred to as the “BPU”), bearing Docket number TE05080683, dated September 14, 2005; and,

 

            WHEREAS, Fibertech, by letter dated March 7, 2012, has requested permission of the Borough of North Plainfield to utilize and occupy public rights of way within the Borough for a period of fifty (50) years, for the sole and exclusive purpose of constructing, installing, operating, repairing, maintaining and replacing its telecommunications system; and,

 

            WHEREAS, after due consideration of the matters set forth herein, it is determined to be in the best interests of the Borough of North Plainfield and the citizens it serves to enter into a “Right of Way Installation, Use and Maintenance Agreement” as attached hereto, to permit Fibertech to utilize and occupy the public right of way within the Borough for this very specific and limited purpose; and,

 

            WHEREAS, by way of the “Right of Way Installation, Use and Maintenance Agreement”, Fibertech has agreed, inter alia, to indemnify, defend and hold the Borough of North Plainfield harmless as to any and all claims and liability resulting from any injury or damage which may arise from the construction, installation, operation, repair, maintenance, disconnect, replacement and removal of its telecommunications system within certain public rights of way and provide policies of liability insurance coverage for both personal and property damage to the Borough, naming it as an additional insured.

 

            NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute on behalf of the Borough of North Plainfield, any and all such documents, including, but not limited to a “Right of Way Installation, Use and Maintenance Agreement” that may come before them in furtherance of the purposes set forth herein, without the need for any further formal action of this Borough Council; and

 

            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that permission to utilize the public right of way for the purpose of providing telecommunication services to the Borough of North Plainfield and the citizens it serves is hereby approved, subject to the following terms and conditions:

 

1. Fibertech shall in all instances, comply with the terms and conditions set forth in the “Rights of Way Installation, Use and Maintenance Agreement” as if it were fully set forth at length herein. 

 

2. The Borough of North Plainfield, in its sole discretion, can terminate the permissions granted herein and in the Rights of Way Installation, Use and Maintenance Agreement, should Fibertech breach any of the terms and/or conditions of said Agreement. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01b  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Economic Development Committee has requested that it be permitted to conduct a Farmers’ Market on the municipal parking lot on Somerset Street on Saturdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. beginning on or about July 7, 2012 and ending on or about October 20, 2012; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.11, the Borough Council may by resolution, permit any nonprofit or civic organization to conduct a “Special Event” on Borough property upon certain conditions;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the North Plainfield Economic Development Committee be permitted to conduct a Farmers’ Market on the municipal parking lot on Somerset Street on Saturdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. beginning on or about July 7, 2012 and ending on or about October 20, 2012.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council waives the fifty dollar ($50.00) license fee otherwise required by N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.11c for this “Special Event.”


RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby grant permission for the public display of fireworks on July 7, 2012; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all appropriate permissions, clearances and conventions appertaining to the traditional North Plainfield Independence Day Parade be granted and appropriately applied to the scheduled municipal festivities of Monday, July 4, 2012; and

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that any fees regarding these municipally sponsored activities are hereby waived.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 21.02 Lot 11 

$     495.00

Trade Money, LLC 



Certificate #11-00028




29 Palisades Road


Premium


       100.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857
Block 128 Lot 5

$     701.46

John Palumbo
Certificate #11-00128




54 Stella Drive




Premium


       300.00

Bridgewater, NJ  08807





   



RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01e  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TAX COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994, c.72

WHEREAS, due to the late certification of Aid from the State of New Jersey, the Somerset County Board of Taxation is unable to certify tax rates for the Borough of North Plainfield and the Tax Collector will be unable to mail the Borough’s 2012/2013 tax bills on a timely basis; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield Tax Collector in consultation with the Borough of North Plainfield Chief Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance with NJSA 54:4-66.3 and they have both signed a certification showing the tax levies for the prior year, the tax rates and the range of permitted estimated tax levies;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, in the County of Somerset and the State of New Jersey on this 11th day of June, 2012, as follows:


1.
The North Plainfield Borough Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 



directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough of North 



Plainfield for the third installment of the 2012 taxes.  The Tax Collector 



shall proceed and take such actions as are permitted and required by P.L.



1994, c.72 (NJSA 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3)


2.
The entire estimated levy for 2012 is hereby set at $3.026.


3.
In accordance with the law the third installment of 2012 taxes shall not be



subject to interest until the later of August 10th or the twenty-fifth calendar

day after the date the estimated bills are mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 


RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENTS WITH HATCH MOTT MACDONALD


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of an Engineer to provide certain specified Engineering Services; and,


WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and has previously submitted proposals for the following scope of work:

(a) General Engineering Services Budget Proposal, dated May 14, 2012;

(b) Geraud Avenue Pump Station and Abandonment of Existing Pipeline                   Proposal,  dated August 2, 2011; 

(c) Sanitary Sewer System Plan and GIS Database Proposal dated April 26, 2012;


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Hatch Mott MacDonald to perform all those services contemplated in the afore-referenced Proposals.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk, to sign and/or execute the within referenced Professional Services Agreement with Hatch Mott  MacDonald.


RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01g  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENTS WITH BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has previously entered into Professional Services Agreements with Birdsall Services Group, a duly licensed Professional Engineering Services firm; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Service Group has advised the Borough in writing (copies of which are attached hereto and made a part hereof), of their need for authorization to expend additional monies on each Professional Services Agreement as follows:

CONTRACT NUMBER
ORIGINAL AMOUNT
REVISED AMOUNT
 120462


$2,700.00


$4,900.00

 120463


$2,700.00


$4,900.00

 120464


$2,700.00


$4,900.00

WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has provided to the Borough of North Plainfield ample justification and support for the requested revised contract amounts; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous to continue and complete the projects contemplated herein.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced Contract Amendment Requests with Birdsall Services Group for the contracts listed above.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01h  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENTS WITH BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of an Engineer to provide certain specified Engineering Services; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Service Group is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and has previously submitted proposals for the following scope of work:

(d)  Proposal  113367,  Professional Services Proposal; 

(e)  Proposal  120424,  2012 Storm Water Services Proposal; 

(f)  Proposal  121449,  Environmental Services Proposal; 

(g)  Proposal 120462, Proposal for LSRP Services for 614 Greenbrook  Road;                            

(h)  Proposal 120463, Proposal for LSRP Services for 17-19 Dupont Street;

(i)  Proposal 120464, Proposal for LSRP Services for 263 Somerset Street; 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Birdsall Services Group to perform all those services contemplated in the afore referenced Proposals.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced Professional Services Agreement with Birdsall Services Group.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following amended Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 06-11-12-01i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 11th day of June, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same (as amended).
Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.  

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Envirotrac Environmental Services 

Burlington, NJ
	Re:  Groundwater Classification Exception Area Proposal Sunoco Service Station 400 Somerset Street  

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  New International Channel Packages

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 22-115-26

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities 

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  May 2012 Bulletin 

	New Jersey Legislature

Teaneck, NJ
	Re:  Bills S1451/A2426 and S1452/A2425



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS: 

Mrs. Forbes requested continued discussion of the taxi ordinance.     
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioning the status of the alternate side of the street parking ordinance, the speaker advised of the debris accumulating on the streets due to parked cars obstructing the Department of Public Works’ street sweeping efforts.  Commenting that the Green Team meeting on June 4, 2012 concentrated too heavily on the concept of “diversity,” he remarked that they did not sufficiently explain their functions.    

Christine Holman, 21 Myrtle Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting that the Department of Public Works has cut the overgrown lawns of several of the abandoned properties in town, the speaker questioned if liens have been placed against these properties.  Answering in the affirmative, Mr. Hollod assured that liens have been placed against these properties and the amount increases each time the lawns are cut.  Ms. Holman inquired after a list of all such properties and Mr. Hollod recommended using the OPRA process to obtain the information from the Finance Office.     
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod, commenting that the alternate side of street parking ordinance is under review by the Traffic Division of the Police Department, advised of the need to further review those streets with parking restrictions already in place.  Commenting for Mayor Giordano, the Administrator thanked everyone involved for their efforts in making the Street Fair a success.  He concluded by thanking the Council for their support of tonight’s resolutions.  
Mrs. Forbes offered her congratulations to the two firefighters sworn in earlier in the evening.  She thanked Mr. La Ronde for his efforts in the Street Fair.  Explaining that the Green Team is a community effort, she thanked Mr. D’Amore for his assistance with the advertising of the June 4, 2012 meeting.  
Mr. La Ronde announced that the Recreation Department’s outdoor community movie night will be held Saturday, June 16, 2012 at 8:30 p.m. at Fromm Field.  The North Plainfield Police Department will challenge the Boys’ Varsity Soccer team on Friday, June 15, 2012 in an effort to raise money for the school’s Project Graduation program. 
Ms. Miller offered her congratulations to the two firefighters.  Agreeing with Mrs. Forbes’ comments on the Green Team, she reminded that they are a work in progress and encouraged suggestions and ideas from members of the community.  The Green Team typically meets on the first Monday of each month at the Vermeule Mansion, she concluded.             

Mr. Righetti congratulated Mr. La Ronde on the success of the Street Fair.
Mr. Singleterry congratulated the two firefighters.  Commenting on the Green Team, the Council Vice President suggested any interested persons visit sustainablejersey.com to learn more about the program.  Thanking Mrs. Forbes and Ms. Miller for organizing the recent event, he advised of a scheduling conflict with a school event that night which may have contributed to a small turnout.  
Council President Stabile thanked Mr. La Ronde and Ms. Cain for their efforts in the success of the Street Fair.        

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


                           06/11/12


